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o0GIETY ATTENDS
OPERR  OPENING

NOTABLE THRONG ATTENDS AT
AUDITORIUM

Inspect and Admire the Temple Struce
ture, Then Settls Down to
Enjoy the Feast of
Musle

(Continued from Page One.)
a new milestone in Los Angeles :ne:;‘rf‘)d-
politan and cosmopolitan progress
greatness,

SINGERS MAKE GOOD
IMPRESSION, THOUGH
UNDER A HANDICAP

uid, it one might, gladly defer
a 2{‘,7,2'{,?,“ on the opera proper of last
night, for about a week. By that time
the rough edges will have been rubbed
down, the delayed appurtenances will
have arrived, the chorus will—it is
hoped—have been rehearsed Into some-
thing like form, the orchestra will
have come together and play as one,
and the principals will then have the
adequate support and backing which
they need, as do all singers, to give
them ald and something to work
against, the which, last night, was al-
most utterly lacking.

But the stern necessities of the hour,
and it is hoped an eager and expectant
public, demand a critique, however di-
luted with ‘“‘whereases” and *“apolo-
getics,” for today. Therefore one must
remember this and forget that, overlook
here and presume there, and perforce
give one's public what it hath a right
to expect. And in doing 80 one may
not put one's opinion on the projection
of future promises or possibilities, but
must write wholly on the basis of
now; what was done last night i{s the
question, not what will be done a week
hence. It is, however, disturbing to
one's peace of mind; so much might be
sald in all earnestness a few days in
the future, which the present only
foreshadows,

But to get down to brass tacks: The
operatic opening of the Auditorium—
the professional part of It—was, as a
whole, quite worthy of its superb eh-
casement. Even admitting all the
usual first night troubles and short-
comings, it was the greatest musical
treat Los Angeles has had in many a
day. It delighted several thousands
of people who know good music when
they hear it; raised them to bravos once
or Lwice and causged ripples of applause
at telling points in spite of the hisses
of the elect, to whom the breaking of
a solo with a hand clap is dire dese-
cration. Thus was expressed the gen-
eral verdict of “well done” and of ap-
proval of the masses, and though the
elect consider the masses as but Phil-
fstines at best, still the masses pay
their money for the opera and if they
like it whose else business is it, any-
how?

Yet this is not saying that the Phil-
istines are not in large measure right.
It was not a perfect production of
Verdi’'s “Aida” that the Lambardl
company oﬂeredbdnot by :'T:Y tmtel::‘:;

ne, even a

B‘!tﬂt:: wn:za“l owalo better than any
other c any--has ever. given. here,
save and alone the Conried organiza-
tion—if Conried ever gave ‘‘Alda,”
which the writer diubts, in this city.
It had iis .faults, but they were such
as may be overlooked with a smile;
it had so many and such great merits
that one gladly applauds its general
excellence for them and forgets its
defects in the hope of their early cor-
rection. And as a good, all around
production is to be preferred to one
with one or two superb voices and
the rest drose, Los Angeles should con-
gratulate itself.

Only a round half dozen of M, Lam-
bardl's principals made their bows last
night. Of these interest centered
largely in Adaberto, the dramatic so-
prano, and D'Ottavi. the tenor, re-
spectively Aida and Rhadames. Ada-
berto is a beautiful woman with a fine
soprano voice. It is best in the softer
passages; she can sing a love song
divinely and her solo work is excel-
lent. In the more dramatic work, es-

pecially in duets with D'Ottavi, she
lacks volume. Her high notes are
sweet rather than strong, and her

lower notes are round and full and
entrancing. She has considerable tem-
perament and in a different role ought
to win even greater favor than she
did last night, though it was by no
means stinted then. She did no colora-
tura work, so one may not pass on her
abilities in that line yet; she sang her
score simply, unaffectedly and without
frill or embellilshment—wisely, for it
was her introduction, and ehe has
plenty of opportunity for more elab-
orate vocal display when she is better
assured of her audience, her house and
herself.

In D'Ottavi Los Angeles greets a
tenor of parts. He has a full volice,
of much volume with considerable
flexibility. He is too squat to be ro-
mantic and he has an odd way of pull-
ing up his rotundity when he wishes
to compass a high note that makes for
laughter, but his vocal abilities dis-
pute any tendency toward the risible.
He made friends from his first en-
trance last night, and his opening aria,
“Celeste Alda,” was sufficient to es-
tablish him right away. One looks for
fine things from this burly singer be-
fore he leaves here; he has the

physique for it, and he ought to afford!

Los Angeles some very clever work,
He c¢annot act any more than could
a wooden Indian, but one almost for-
gets that when he warbles. He is ro-
busto rather than lyrie, but his love
scene with Aida was not devoid of the
requisite tenderness by any means. He
is called ‘“the little Caruso,” and he
has clalme to the name.

Campofiori is a mezzo soprano-who
gives promise, too, of future delights.
Her low, rich notes are fine; in her
upper - register she {8 somewhat
throaty. As Amneris, she had one fine
scene with Adaberto, and both came
through it with triumph and rounds
of applause. Canettl as the king, dis-
played a good baritone, Lombardi as
the priest showed his possession of a
robust basso, and Bacchetta as Amon-
asvo did some of the best acting of
the evening. Thus, In summary, one
finds that the principals are 'way
above par, quite all that was expected,
and a dellghtful prospect is raised by
their presence here for four weeéks to
come. And there are more whom we
have not heard yet.

The chorus 18 awful in looks and not
much better in work. It needs re-
hearsal—and then some, The scenery
18 saild to have come all the way from
Madrid; it looked it, and as if it had
had hard sledding on the way. The
costumes were historically Incorrect
almost to the last detail. The stage
management was wholly lacking; the
scenes were shifted in plain view of
the audience. The orchestra played
well but got away from sev-

Guerreri
eral times, 8o did the singers, as to
tempo especlally. A
‘wAll these things, however, are evi-

dently the results of hasty pre| -
tions, except the lack of good looks
on the part of the chorus and of abil-

ity to act generally. Time, brief time,
will cure them. Considering what was
accomplished, in putting on the opera
at all under the trying circumstances,
the wonder {8 that it was done at all,
and the praise is due because it fis
done #o well. After all, barring the
triumphal march gcene, ‘“Alda’
principals’ opera almost wholly, and
no matter how bad the chorus was it
could not hopelessly mar {t. Nor
could anything else, so long as the
principals were so good. That's why
one wishes one might criticise a week|

hence, when these loose ends are|
picked up. It would be more just.|
But inexorable demand forbids. |

This Is thus an honest survey of the|
opening performance in the Auditor-
ijum. It was a success, exceeding ex-
pectations—the principals made it so.
Ilven as giyen last night it was well|
whole while. There are faults that
time will correct. There are others
that will require a bludgeon and will|
still exist; they do in all grand opera |
companies. There are loose ends which
will be picked up. But above and be-
yond all there are singers who can
sing—splendidly and superbly—and
that is the crux of the whole situation,
It was an auspiclous opening—may the
rest be as good.

is the bill, with

Tonight ‘“Lucia”
Antola, Tromben, Ealvaneschi, Nn;l.
n

Canetti, Graneschinl and Martini
the cast.

SOCIETY, IN FORCE,
HEARS GREAT ARTISTS
IN GRAND OPERA

‘Woman, lovely woman, two thousand
of her, shrouded from the tip of her
chin to the toe of her pretty foot, trip-
ped up the stairs at the Auditorium last
night, cast aside her cloak and emerged
a butterfly—nay, two thousand butter-
flies, each more beautiful than the
other.

It was fitting that it should be thus.
It was fitting that Los Angeles society
should contribute her rarest and fairest
to what was in many respects one of
the greatest social events the city has
ever known.

Lovely woman was not all of society
that was present at the opening of the
Auditorium, for wherever there is a
maid or matron, not far away there is
bound to be a man. Two thousand
maids and matrons, each a thing of
beauty and, needless to say, a joy for
ever, necessitated two thousand of the
gay bachelors and married men of the
city, and they were there to a man.

Long before the hour appointed for
the rise of the curtain the carriages and
automobiles stopped in front of (he
Auditorfum and deposited little parties.
They came in ‘“‘twosomes” and ‘“‘three-
somes” and ‘foursomes” and some of
them came even more numerously, but
all came in their very loveliest.

Modistes Reap a Harvest

Dressmakers have been busy for
weeks producing gowns for this open-
ing of the grand opera season, and flor-
ists had a busy time yesterday supply-
ing the orders for flowers, but, alas, the
milliners did not have such a large
share of the spoils, for hats were not
the fashlon. Of course there were a|
few, and very pretty they were, too—
one could well pardon their owners for|
wearing them, for everyone knows there
is no more beautiful finishing touch to
a perfect toilette than a beautiful hat—
there were a few, but ‘‘no hats"” was
the rule, and the masculine part of the
audlence, at least, pronounced it a good
one,

By 8 o'clock almost every butterfly
had adjusted herself in green cushioned
seat and the scene was indeed a beauti-
ful one.

is a|P

GREATEST THEATER IN WEST OPENED WITH SEASON OF GRAND OPERA
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THE TEMPLE AUDITORIUM

in their box.

M. A. Hamburger entertained Miss
Evelyn Hamburger, Miss Belle Ham-
burger, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Sweet, Mrs.
Ralph Marx and Miss Marx.

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Blackburn, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles A. George and Ralph
Gage were the guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles H, Lippincott in box E.

Roy Bradley Wheeler gave a din-
ner at the Alexandrin and later en-
tertained Mr. and Mrs. Henry Miller,
Miss Marfon McGllvray, Miss Maud
Daggett and Robert Burdette, jr.

Dr, and Mrs, Robert J. Burdette en-
tertained a party of guests in their box,
among them General and Mrs. Adna
R. Chaffes, Dr. and Mrs. Norman
jridge and J. Sidney Torrance. The
women were handsomely gowned, Mrs,
Burdette wearing old lace over yellow
eilk with a handsome yellow ostrich
feather in her hair.

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mitchell en-
tertained in their box Countess Wacht-
meider, Mrs. M. P. Alexander, Miss
Alice Lyon of Hollywood and Miss
Dorothy Parry-Jones of North Wales,
England. Dr. H, Gordon Bayless gave
a box party for Mrs. Willlam Bishop

gan and Mrs. J. B, Ridgeway,

tained in their box Miss Teasle and
their daughter, Miss Mabel Harris, and
their two sons, Raymond and LaRue
Harris. Mr. and Mrs, P.. Newton
entertained Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Has-
kins and Mr. and Mrs, M. S. Haskins,

Mrs. I. N. Van Nuys entertained a
party of guests, including Judge and
Mrs, S. <. Hubbell, Mrs. G. Rothen-
burg, Miss Van Nuys and Miss Hubbell,

Dr. and Mrs. Walter Jarvis Barlow
and Mrs. Fugh MacNeil, Miss Marian
MacNeil and Frank Brown occupied
a box.

Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Letts and their
daughters, Miss Edna and Gladys
Letts, were in one of the loges, *

Mr. and Mrs. Homer Laughlin had
as their guests Mrs. Homer Laughlin,
Jr., ang! Migs Gwendolyn Laughlin,

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Solano gave a
box party and their guests included
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stevens of Buffalo
and Miss Rutherford of Buffalo.

Mr. and Mrs. Sparks M. Berry had
in their box Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Fitz-
gerald and Miss Otie Chew.

Mrs. Dwight of Pasadena was an-
other hostess who entertained with a
box party.

Mr. and Mrs. Don A. Hendergon of
Long Beach gave a box party, enter-
taining in honor of Mr. Henderson's
mother, Mrs. David B. Henderson,
widow of the late speaker of the house;
and Miss Henderson of Dubuque, Towa
Their guests Included also Mrs. Har-
riet Foster, Mr. and Mrs. John Koster,
Miss Koster, and Roy F. Koster.

Mme. Ida Hancock gave a box party,
entertaining Mr. and Mrs. P. G, Cot-
ter, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Kays, Miss
Lynch and Miss Marie Mullen and G.
Allen Hancock.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Whipple,
Miss Mollie and Miss Fanny Dillon aud
Daniel Grant composed another party.

Mr. and. Mrs. Robert Marsh, Miss
Katherine Landt, Miss Katherine An-
grews. John Howze occupied another
0X.

Col. W, P. Crosby had as his guesis
a party of San Francisco people, in-
cluding Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. George,
Mrs. W. D, Flower, Ogden Earl and
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hoffstelly.

Mr, and Mrs. George H. Robinson also
entertafned friends in a box.

Other occupants of boxes were Mr.
and Mrs. J. W. Wilson, Mrs. Domen-
ico Russo, Mrs. Mario Lambardi, Mrs.
G. E. Reed, Mrs. George Gillelen, Mr.
and Mrs. G. Allegrett!, Mr. and Mrs.
A. C. Jones, Mrs, Porter and Godfrey
Holterhoff, Mr. and Mws. Francisco
Ferulfo, Mrs. Rose Yucca and D. Pa-

Before the curtain went up the men
and women chatted merrily, comment-|
ing on the beautles of the Auditorium |
and comparing it with those in other|
cities of the east and Europe. !

Between the acts the merry chatter|
was resumed, and before the close of
the second intermission some one in
the back part of the house called “‘Mrs.
Burdette.” Half a dozen «took up the
name and others called speech. Mrs.
Burdette arose in her box and smiled
and bowed a welcome to all, but not
satisfied with this the audience called
“speech” agailn and she went before
the curtain,

Mrs. Burdette Speaks

In a few wordd she turned over the
Auditorium to the guests and asked
them to take it and make use of it.
To get the best thre is in It out and to
let its merits speak for it,

After the opera there were supper
parties by the dozen, and some of the
hostess and hostesses entertained thelr
guests at dinner before taking them
to the auditorium,

Into the ‘“wee sma' hours" lights
twingled in the California club. Ev-
ery table at the Alexandria Indian
grill was reserved and in the other
leading cafes there were many parties.

Mrs. Emeline Childs was hostess in
one of the boxes and she had as her
guests Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hicks, Mr.
and Mrs. A, W. Redman, O. W. Childs
and 8. V. Childs, Mrs, Childs' guests
were later entertained at l\ll&per.

M Lou Roberts, Miss therine
Clover and Lloyd Roberts were the

guests of Mr. and Mrs. Gall B, Borden

funa.
Among thoge who gave supper parties
at the Alexandria after the performance
were W. H. Hatch, L., M. West, R. W.
Rowan, A, Ballard, Mr. and Mrs, Cor-
nelius Cole, J, O, Watson, Mr, and Mr«,
Sparks Berry, P. Colling, Mr. and Mrs.
Avery McCarthy, Mr. and Mrs. John
W. Mitchell, S. Stevens, A. Bell and
J. Quinn, F, E. Silverwood, John D.
Spreckels of San Francisco, Mr, apd
Mrs. Harry Holbrooke of San Fran-
cigco, Fred Rowan, Mr. and Mrs, A, C.
Bilicke and A, C. Chamberlain,
Among the beautifully gowned women
noticed in the audience were Mrs, Wil-
liam Bishop Tompkins, who was
gowned In pink silk with trimmings of
white lace; Mrs. Le Motte Holmes, who
wore a princess gown of lavender silk;
Mrs. Cosmo Morgan, who wore an
elaborate white robe; Mrs. J. B. Ridge~
way, who wore a gown of black lace;
Mrs. C. R, Harris, who wore a dainty
white gown; Miss Nina Jones, who
wore a becoming costume of pink silk;
Mrs. Fred Meyer, who was In white
lace; Mrs. A, W. Redmond, who wore
champagne colored chiffon satin; Mrs,
Frank Hicks, who wore blue silk; Mrs.
Fred M, George, who wore black net;
Mrs. Solano, who wore blue satin; Mrs,
Stevens, who wore a handsome gown
of black lace; Miss Rutherford, who
wore a white lace gown cut decollete;
Mrs. Barlow, who wore white lace over
pink; Mrs. MacNell, who wore hand-
some black lace over white; Misg

Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Harrls enter- ,and Mrs. May,
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white lace; Miss Lynch, who was also
in white lace; Mrs. T. Fitzgerald,
who wore turquolge blue; Miss Evelyn
Hamburger, who wore white lace cut
decollete; Miss Belle Hamburger, who
wore white lace with silver trimmings;
Miss Florence Mars, who wore rosebud

crepe de chine; Mrs, James C. Kays, |

who wore white lace, and Mrs. Samuel
Wadsworth Schenck, who wore lace
with touches of pink.,

Pasadena soclety joined hands with
Los Angeles in making the Auditorium
opening a brilliant event, Society
malds and matrons of the Crown City
vied with the fairest of the '"Angeles,”
and the array of beautiful women and
beautiful gowns would have done credit
to opening night at the New York
horse show,

Frow the Valley Hunt club there was
a party of seventy-six, and of course
there were many others from the Crown
City who do not belong to this organ-
ization.

In the Vally Hunt party were:
Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, Mr. and Mrs.
T.owe, Mrs. Dobbins, Mr. Mac Donnell,
Dr. and Mrs. Lockwood, Mrs. Metcalf,

Tompkins and Mrs. Le Motte Holmes | Mr. Holder, Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair, Miss
of Pasadena, Mr. and Mrs. Cosmo Mor- | Sinclajr, Miss Wells, Mr. and

Mrs.
Knight, Mr. and Mrs. Daggett, Mr.
Herbert May, Mr.

and Mrs. Anten, Mr. and Mrs. More-
house, Mr. and Mrs, Hull, Roy Hull,
Mr. and Mrs. Blankenhorn,

Mr. and Mrs. Story, Mr. and Mrs.
Hrvult, Mr, and Mrs. Shut, Mr. and Mrs.
Harilton, Mr. and Mrs. Hurlburt, Mrs.
Fletcher, Mrs. and Miss Watson, Mrs.
Allen, Mr. and Miss Dale, Mr. and Mrs.
Thompson, Mr. and Mrs, Holmes, Mr.
and Mrs, Wright, Mr, and Mrs. Marble,
Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs,
Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. Chauncy Clark,

Others who attended the opening last
night and will be seen in the auditor-
ium during the entire season include:
Thomas Foulkes, Mrs. Torrence, Mrs.
Benedict, W. C. Parker, Miss Florence
Canfield, Miss Cox, H. H. Smith, M.
M. Agnew, Dr. John L. Kirkpatrick,
Dr. L. Betz, Charles . Heath, Mme.
Tda Hancock. E. D. Manco, B. J. Stod-
dart, J. . Hannon, Dr. Witherbee, T.
¥. Brinsmaid, C. Wiléon, Dwight Whit-
ing, Miss R. L. Dorsey, Dr. J. 8. Hall,
Misgs Alice Haynes, George N. Black,
Migs Kate Wright, C. M. Chapin, Wal-
ter Raymond, G. B. Bronley, G. J.
Lang, Mrs, G. Burkholter, H. G. Hull,
W. F. Ashbridge, I.. M. Packard, Anna
R. Harris, G. L. Chandler, S. Boderero,
G. A. Melsing, W. C. Parker, X. J.
Christee, Mr. Vawter, Miss H, L. Har-
wood, M, F. Sanhorn, W. P, Dunham,
H. H. Sinclair, M. C. Robinson, L. L.
Txcollier, Mrs. Florence Canfield, Mrs,
Joseph. Scott, John H. Saunders, C, H.
Lewis, B. M. Rhodes, R. Corti, Miss
Ballade, A. M. Norton, Louis Terrile,
Mrs. Farrario, Pearl Randolph, Wil-
liam Sutor, A. W. Reeves, Miss M. Ben-
nett, B. K. Backus, R. H. Adams, Miss
K. Stone, Miss B. B. Brown, Mrs,
Sherritt, R. A. Fowler, R. Pico, T.. W.
Mix, L. L. Forrester, 8. V. Landt, Al-
len D. Butt, B. 8. Shank, C, H. Fuller,

H. W. Judson, W. E. Hampton, T.
J. Risser, W. 8. Bartlett, John E.
Stearns, Homer Laughlin, J. Terrile,

Miss G. Durand, J. M. Robinson, A.
Sessions, Miss L. Spurlock, G.
Stimpson, W. J. Willlams, Miss B. B.
Brown, Mr. A. Letts, W. 8. Cranem,
A. M. Benham, Edna Gearhart, Dr. 1.
. Moore, J. W. Wolfskill, George W.
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Fitch, Mrs. W. W. McLeod, Miss C,
H. Tuller, Dr. Leon Roth, Mrs. K,
Kilmer, Otis Lockhart, Gail Borden,

Randolph W. Hill, Lily M. Brown, M,
C, Robinson, H. G. Weys W. A,
Thurston, A. G. Dartlett, Yanni,
1. F. Dillman, William Thornton, ¢, A,
G. Weymouth, Mrs. G, W. Vosburgh,
G. P, Robinson, ®. Davis, Miss Mos-
grove, Walter Sims, Miss F. A. War-
ner, G. A, Rodgers, P. A. Demens, B,
H. Jones, A. A. Fckstrom, . G. Volght,
Rlsia Holway, Miss Zoe McClure, Mrs,
George Leighton, W, Matern, J, W,
Johnson, Mrs. L. 8. Macpeil, Mrs,
George P. Thresher, Jack Low, Theo-
dore Coleman, Dr. Milbank Johnson,

Robert M. Fulton, Mrs, ", W, Eberle,
A. W. Wern, J. B. Holtzclaw, A. B,
Downe, Thomas Strain, R. H. Ollman,
Mrs, F. W. Evans, Miss M. M. Fetti,
Andre Rouseyrol, C. Fieman, Miss

Mabel Spinner, E. C. Lyon, B. F. Hulse,
W. C. H. Noble, F. W, Barton, W, E.
Hampton, Mrs. Louise 8. Macnéi], F,
L. Botsford, BE. T. Cook, Mrs. Kemp-
ton, Mrs. Buck, J. B. Lankershim, J.
W. McKinley, E. P, Bryan, Westley
Clark, W. D. Mubbard, Mrs. W, G,
Wharton, Mrs. C. A, Burcham, George
Rice, W. L. Yard, Miss Hershey, Fred
A. Walton, Mrs. Witmore, D, A, Ham-
burger, Thomas Fellows, Mrs, Edman,
Dr. Tasker, Mrs. N. Potter, Thomas
Haverty, H. H. Parker.

ARCHITECTS HAVE
MADE WONDERLAND
OF THE AUDITORIUM

Not even the grandeur of scenery or
the superb stage setting ‘could detract
from the interest the large audience
took in the theater itself, For months
theater goers of Los Angeles have heard
of the ar¢hitectural and decorative tri-
umphs that were belng achleved b{ C.
R. Harris and his assistants, and they

Marian MacNell, who wore white net
over pink; Mrs. T. G. Carter, who wore

il theater goers hastened through the gay
Mr. and  lobby, through the main foyer, past the
Mrs. Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Booge, Mrs, | attendants clad In full evening dress,
and Miss Spear, Mr. and Mrs. Lutz,

L
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{building that has occasioned so much
comment in theatrical cireles. Their
I first view last night not only confirmed
{all that had been sald, but made them
| belleve that mere words had not ex-
- pressed half its beauty.

Milady alighted from her carriage
last night, and at the sidewalk stepped
| beneath a wide glass-covered porte-
| cochere extending from the building to
| the street. This led to the forty-foot
{lobby which was lighted by great
| chandeliers of old bronze and rough
| glass. Their suffused light shone on
| massive green scagliola columns in im-
itation of Catalina marble, and a high
wainscoting of the same substance
extended around the wall. The wood-
work was of rich mahogany. In the
front part of the lobby the walls were
tinted a deep orange hue, gradually
shading to a burnt sienna, while the
ceiling, which was blocked off and
showed a Moorish figure in each block,
was tinted yellow. The green cast of
the bronze chandeliers showed to ad-
vantage beside the green marble and
the brilliant lights glittered through the
rough glass on the gold leaf which was
freely used in the decorations.

Radiance Hidden

In their excitement to see what lay In
the yet unexplored flelds beyond, the

{and into the great auditorium beyond.

decorations were the seven proscenium
arches, From the stage outward they

w larger and larger and make the
uilding one great megaphone, carry-
ing the mound to every part of the
reat edifice, The pipe organ, which
s to be used for church services, is
concealed behind these arches, and to
let out the sound the same stucco lace
work has been used as in the hall Fo-
pettes. Ry an Ingenfous contrivance
the hundreds of electric lights which
outline each arch are visible only from
the stage. Hidden from the audience
they create the Impression that the
arches themselves are of some phos-
phorescent substance giving off light.
From the stage the scene was scar-
cely less beautiful. The globes, which
11t up the proscenium arches, were vis-
ible and the successive arches were
more consplecuous but did not destroy
the general effect. The pit rofe grace-
fully to meet the dress circle and the
balcony, and the rounded dome meet-
ing the gallery gave the effect of a
huge egg-shaped structure within ev-
ery part of which a whisper from the
stage could be heard.
cal is the great buillding that although

it will accommodate 5000 people It
seeme no larger than a bullding of
half the seating capacity., The stage

itself has been furnished with every

appliance known to modern stage

craft and is an object of interest.
Stage Very Large

The architectural features of the
structure appealed to the audience.
The roof {8 supported by huge trusses
having a clear span of 112 feet and
welghing fifty tons each. Another fea-
ture ia the 26-foot cantilever balcony
which stood a test of 400 pounds to the
square foot without deflection, The
fact that it I{s a cantilever balcony
permits every one seated beneath ft to
have an unobstructed view of the
stage, as no plllars are used.

The stage Is fifty feet wide, but as
this was found to be too large for the
opera compdny's scenery, ten feet were
cut off,

The frame which reduces the size of
the stage has been so constructed that
when it is desirable to enlarge the
stage for conventions this can be done
without difficulty. Thirty dressing
rooms provide for the opera singers
and others for chorus girls and su-
pers.

The ventilation is another feature,
In winter, warm air will be circulated
through the building by four large
ventilators above the proscenium
arches, and in the summer cold air
will be used. In case of fire—and this
supposition is highly improbable in a
building of such fire-proof construction
—the fans cap be reversed and all
smoke drawn out.

Leading off from the balconles and
gallery promenades, dozens of little
committee rooms suggest the conven-
tions which are to be held in the great
amphitheater. It is also of interest
to know that over 100 miles of electric
wires have been used, exclusive of the
fifty more miles in the organ. Forty
miles of pipe were used to inclose
the wires.

The final feature of the great build-
ing, the 22-foot promenade foyer, was
seen to best advantage between acts.
This communicates with the main
foyer and reaches uninterruptedly
around the entire main auditorium.
To a helght of three feet It is frescoed
to represent oriental tapestry, and
palms and potted plants were set
along the walls. Comfortable seats
provided resting places for those who
grew weary of promenading, while
smoking rooms and rest parlors lured
men and women to their cozy re-
treats. Checking rooms for both men
and women lead off from the prom-
enade and the many conveniences pro-
vided make this part of the building
one of the most popular spots of the
entire structure. A mezzanine salon
with glass wall facing on the lobby
gave a vantage point from which to
view the ever-changing crowd.

| A flood of softly gleaming radiance
‘gent forth by thousands of concealed
lights illumined the interior with the
spelndor of the noonday sun., The suf-
fused light lent a particularly beauti-
ful and bewitching touch to the scene.
And the dome—the magnificent dome!
High above the heads of the spectators
it towered, full sixty-eight feet from the
orchestra chairs; and at its very ver-

tex, a great skylight thirty feet in
dlameter added a crowning touch.
Through this exquisite mosaic of

stained glass, the soft glow of countless
concealed lights streamed, their vari-
colored rays falling with a softening
touch upon the gayly clad ranks be-
neath, * }

Hushed by the beauty of the scene,
they permitted themselves to be con-
ducted to thelr seats. Down the long
aisles the ushefs led them, over green
velvet carpet, to the most comfortable
opera chairs now manufactured. With
a sigh of satisfaction, they sank back
in the soft green velvet chairs, and pre-
prepared for a fuller examination of the
new theater.

Beginning at the great skylight, the
eye traveled downward, taking in the
light-studded ceiling girders—which,
together with those outlining the sky-
light, are the only visible lights in the
entire auditorium. The ceiling was tint-
ed a sunlight golden, gradually becom-
ing darker as it approached the main
floor, and ending in a golden brown.
Much the same color scheme was car-
ried out in the seats. The long, cush-
ion-covered benches of the gallery are
painted a light brown; lower down in
the balcony golden oak predominates,
while the orchestra chairs are of dark
green velvet, their woodwork being
stained green,

Boxes and Loges Seat 200
The inspection next embraced the
boxes and loges. On each side of the
stage there were four proscenium boxes,
gay with gold and color. Surmounting
each set was a beautiful figure of an
angel, her lithe, graceful form poised

as if for flight, The comblmation of
green and gold in the decorations
was incomparable, Eight mezzanine

loges supplemented the boxes, and with
them gave a seating capacity of 200,

It was with no small feeling of satis-
faction that they beheld the asbestos
curtain. No hercplean billboard, replete
with advice on real estate and groceries
advertisements, confronted the patrons
of the house. The curtain harmonized
perfectly with the decorations of the
rest of the bujlding. The body was
painted golden brown, and in the cen-
ter, within a large vellow wreath, was
a braad A, over which a conventional
torch was placed, Beneath, in old Eng-
lish lettering were the words “Asbestos
Fire Proof Curtain."” The lettering and
decorations were of a dark green color
which blended with the green velvet
chairs, T, B. Comstock, assistant man-
ager of the building, declared Wednes-
day that a prominent firm of this city
had offered to provide the asbestos cur~
tain free of charge if they would be
permitted to place a small advertise-
ment in each of the lower corners. The
offer was declined, and the esthetic ef-
fect produced by the artlsts was not
marred by the falling of a huge bill
board at the close of each act.

Byzantine Decorations

The decorations of the theater are
of the Byzantine type. Geometrie
squares and circles of the east were
used to advantage and produced an
orviental effect, Between the mezzanine
floor and balcony large rosettes are
placed at intervals, The lghts con-
cealed behind them sent radlance
through the stucco lace work of which
they were made and gave a subdued
tone to the whole. It is proposed to
lace green globes In these rosettes
ater on to produce & mossy effect

were anxious to see the wonderful
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APPEAL TO STATE DEPART-
MENT FOR SETTLEMENT

San Francisco Representatives .V|l|t
Washington and Will Sail for
Germany to Collect

Insurance

By Associated Press,

WASHINGTON, Nov, 8.—The policy
holders of San Francisco today ap-
pealed to the state department to aid
them in forcing a settlement with three
German insurance companies and one
Austrian company that refused to pay
for any of the property destroyed by
fire and earthquake, which damages
aggregated about $14,000,000.

Messrs, Thomas and Sutro of San
Francisco, representing the policy
holders, called at the state department
today and lald the facty before As-
sistant Secretary of ‘State Bacon, who
told them that it would scarcely be
possible for this government to make
the item a subject of formal demand
upon the German government, He did,
however, undertake to do everything
in his power to forward their mission
and will give them letters of introduc-
tion to the American embassy in Berlin
and instruct Ambassador Tower to ren-
der assistance,

Mr. Thomas expects to proceed to
Germany at once to complain in person
to the government there of the action
of the German Insurance companies in
evading service of the California courts
and failing to settle with the policy
holders,

Mr, Bacon later on took up this mat-
ter with Count Hatzfeldt, first secretary
of the German embassy, and It was dis-
cussed at some length,

—_—————

WOULD EXTRADITE
ALL DYNAMITARDS

By Associated Press.

ST. PETERSBURG, Nov. 8—The
Russlan government, through the
foreign office has opened negotiations
with other countries with the view of
concluding supplementary extradition
treaties covering fugitives of the pre-
paration or a-propriation of explos-
ives for use In the manufacture of
bombs, several governments having
refused to deliver up such offenders
on the ground that their offenses were
political,

The action of the Russian xov.{n.
ment is on the convention of February
22, subjecting such offenses to the
regular criminal calendar,

—— e

Two Asphyxiated in Chicago
Bv Assoclated Press. ™
CHICAGO, Nov, 8-—Two domestics
employed in the German hospltal were

women who occupled the same apart-
ment were taken from the room In a
critical condition, It Js belleved that
one of the women accidentally left a
gas Jet open,

when such is desired.
Possibly the greatest wonders of the

So symmetri-|

asphyxlated by gas and two other|of $67
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CITY HOLOS UP

TREASURER ASKS ATTORNEY

FOR OPINION
k3
Disputed Point Is Whether Couneil
Could Order Voting Machines to
Be Paid for Out of Future
Revenues

Question of labllity of the city for
payment for the voting machines have
ing nrisen, City Treasurer W, H.
Workman has asked City Attorney W,
B. Mathews for an opinion as to the va«
Hdity of the contract under which the
machines were bought by the city, the
demand for which, calling for $36,400,
is being held up In his office,

The point raised is whether the coun=
cil has the right to make a contract for
these machines, to be paid for out of
the revenue of a subsequent year,

The constitution provides, with the
view of preventing reckless expendi-
ture of income, that the council shall
not contract a debt for any one year
greater than the revenue pmvldopby
law for that year,

Warned by Mathews

Attorney Mathews advised the law-
makers originally that if they awarded
the contract for the machines they
would have to take the chances of tha
action being declared unconstitutional.

The claim now iz made that the debt
does not mature untfl a subsequent
year, and on this ground undoubtedly
the demand will be authorized by the
president of the council, since the
mayor, who vetoed the original ordi-
nance, declines to sign fit.

Treasurer Workman when asked
what his office would do in case the
council took this action intimated that
it would require an opinion from the
city attorney.

The agent of the United States Vot-
ing Machine company, which furnighed
the machines, holds the warrant which
bears the mayor's stamped signature,
though who applied the stamp is not
known, and has presented it for pay-
ment.  Payment was declined. The
council now will be called upon to put
up the funds. ¥

IN NINTH WARD

Commissioners Impressed by Petitions
of Property Owners Who Want
Reservoir Site Converted Into
Recreation Grounds

Property owners who appeared be~
fore the park rs y ay
morning agreed that when the Hunt-
ington line passed through the thirty-
seven acre tract in the Ninth ward
known as the ‘reservoir site,” it is
predicted that should the present
scheme prevall for turning all except
one acre idnto a city park more people
will traverse this section than any
other park in Los Angeles.

The case, as printed yesterday, has
been before the city council which
referred it to the park commissioners
and the water board.

The speakers stated that a petition
had been presented to the council to
grade every street within a radius of
one mile of this property.

One acre of the tract is reserved for
a reservoir. The other 36 acres are said
to be admirably suited for park pur-
poses. Tw petitions, both largely
signed, ask that the ground be turned
into a park.

The park commissioners decided to
take the question up with the water
board, which has control of the ground,
as a result of lyesterday morning’s
session,

SEEK NEWS OF
WISSING AGENT

Accusation Is Also Made That Insur.
ance Broker Wrote Policies but
Failed to Turn in Pres

miums Collected

According to statements made
Thursday night by former friends of
Edward  Chittenden, an insurance
broker who occupled offices in the
Laughlin building, several citizens of
Los Angeles have been left to hold
an empty sack and Chittenden I8 no-
where to be found.

Among
which, if proven, would place Chitten-
den behind the bars, and steps are
now being taken to locate the missing
man,

Several responsible people claim to
have cashed worthless checks for him,
the banks on which they were drawn
refusing to cash them for the reason
that Chittenden did not have suffi-
cient funds deposited there to meet
them.

Another accusation is that Chitten~
den wrote several policies, collected
the premiums and failed to make an

companies which he
Among” the companies were the fol-
lowing:

Physicians' company, two fire coms=
panies and the Travelers and Fidelity
companies.

a man of pleasing address and is
to have been regarded as an
more than ordinary ability,
months ago, his friends say, the pace
became too fast for him and for seve
eral weeks before his departure he paid
little attentlon to his business affalrs,

—_—e———— 3

Prosecute St. Louis Embezzler

By Associated Press,
WASHINGTOR, Nov., 8-The

partment of justice has just lssued

structions (o !

counsel, to begin pi

the person or persons belle:

implicated in the recent em!
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the charges made are two -

accounting to the general agents of the
represented. -
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