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LEE DISTAIGT
LIKE THE DAYS
OF FOVTY-HINE

Rich Strikes Attract
Many Miners

Rough Life in Wide Open Towns
Resembles the tarly Days of
Frontiersmen in the
West

BY STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nevada has been the “Back of the
Beyond" for many years, Within the
rim of mountains that has cut her off
allke from molsture laden winds and
the clvilizations .that have grown up
on each slde of her, the Great Ameri-
can desert has been a no man's land,
a land peopled only by driftwood, by
wrecks from eastern alties, by adven-
turers in whose bhlood are the germs of
a great restlessness—Ishmaels whose
hands are agalnst the world and
against whom the world's hands are
turned.

The wagon trains of the first emi-
grants led westward by the lure of
California gold, found in Nevada only
barren watses of sand and cactus—
wastes in which many sickened and
more died.

There was little to change the heredi-
tary distaste for the desert country in
the minds 6f the coast dwellers until
the discovery of gold, when the coun-
try, like a great closed book, began to
open, to have written in it the storles
of Tonopah and Goldfield, and now the
tale of the goldfields of the south of
Bullfrog, and of Echo-Lee, under the
shadow of the sullen Funeral moun-
tains,

Hears Stories of Riches and Death

A month ago I went into the south-
ern mining country, expecting to find
a waste of sand and cactus, Instead
I found mining camps in which the
life of California of '49, of Klondike of
'98, and of Nome a year later, is being

lived over again; for the strikes on
the Gilt Edge, the Gold' Grotto, the
Hayseed, Tulip, Stateline and Storm

Cloud have attracted the fortune hunt-
ers of the country.

In the saloons of Rhyolite, Beatty,
and Las Vegas stories of rich strikes,
of miners dead on the desert with
pockets filed with specimens of $10,000
ore, of fortunes lost on the turn of a
card at the faro table, are on every lip,
and on every facd is written the story
of the constant hope that leads men
to pass their lives in the out of the
way corners -of the globe.. Travelers
are fnoculated with the virus. and
from Las Vegas to Rhyolite the talk
of the trains is of strikes, of high-
grade and of dips. This was my intro-
duetion to the country.

We were due at Rhyolite at 6 o'clock,
but long after the sun had tipped the
western peaks and the hills had
changed from brown to lavender and
had run the kaleldoscopic gauntlet
through purple and violet, to velvet
black, and the stars—bright as stars
only are on the desert, had come out to
shed a ghostly light on the intermina-
ble desert stretches, we rolled and
bumped, rattled and jarred across an
uneven road bed toward the western
hills.

Desert Flyer Arrives

It was 10 o'clock when the combina-
tion brakeman, conductor of the “des-
ert flyer” cashed in his checks in the

poker game In the rear section and an- |

nounced the approach of Rhyolite.

We stretched ourselves thankfully
and began to gather up the day's ac-
cumulation of newspapers and maga-
zines. Brakes creaked and rattled, es-
caping air whistled through the pipes,
the long line of freight and ore cars up
ahead groaned ominously, a tented sta-
tion slipped past the murky window
panes, and we in the single passenger
coach and baggage-smoking car crowd-
ed out onto the narrow platform.

On the bottom step one hotel runner
grabbed my suit case and another my
overcoat. A frantic fox terrier assailed
my legs, and from the driver's seat of
one of the biggest and muddiest auto-
mobiles that it has ever been my pleas-
ure to view, Dick Whittemore, million-
alre and in civilization a club man,
waved a brown-paper cigarette at me.

Reaches Best Hotel

My baggage rescued from the hotel
men, the machine, minus muffler and
exhaust pipes, as are all ‘‘desert rats,”
gave a few premonitory explosions and
backed out of the crowd for the quar-
ter-mile rtn from the desert siding to
the metropolis of the southern mining
country—Rhyolite.

At the first blush, Rhyolite is not at-
tractive. A tent does duty for ticket
office, waiting and baggage room at the
station, and in spite of a stove in the
winter and a liberal supply of sprinkled
water in the summer, managed to keep
a falr representation of the outside
weather at all seasons of the year,

At the Southern hotel we found a
wooden building with telephone parti-
tions, which was erected two years ago
at a cost of $65,000, when lumber was
hauled overland from Tonopah at the
rate of 5 cents a pound and when fit-
tings and furnishings cost in propor-
tion. Down stairs there is a bar, a
lunch counter and an office, while above
are “suites” of single rooms in each of
which there are two beds, a wash stand,
one towel and room for one deess suit
case. I sat on the bed to undress and
went out into the hall to wash,

Britisher Wants a “Bawth”

No ane is allowed to oecupy a room
alone and with the privilege of a room.
mate added to the comforts of the es-
tablishment the night clerk, who 1is also
barkeeper, charged us $2.50 each for
the cots, while an English tourist who
arrived hot-foot and hot tempered from
the station two minutes later was
laughed at when he asked for a “pri-
vate room and bawth" on the office
floor. I learned subsequently that
“pawths” are obtainable at the local
barber shop at the modest rate of 76
cents each,

A mining camp is at its best at night,
or worst, according to the view point,
and Rhyolite is no exception to the rule,
especially on pay day.

In the “66" club, the biggest gam-
bling institution in the southwest, the

DESERT A NEW LAND OF PROMISE

ON THE DESERT NEAR LEE

—

ORE STACKED AT LEE, WITH GU ARD

table the men were banked three and
four deep,.those on the outside lean-
ing over the shoulders of those in the
front rank to place their bets,

Sizes Up the Crowd

From behind the roulette wheel an
old acquaintance, a ‘“square’” gam-
bler from Alaska, greeted me and
wished me the luck of Nome, and as I
climbed up on his stool in the corner
behind the wheel he pointed out to me
the men of note in the room.

He told me of Billy Brunn and the
first Lee strike, of Thomas and Leav-
itt and the lost burro that led the
way to the famous *“Burro” mine, and
as he talked I could read in the faces
of the men in front of me the stories
of long years spent on many deserts
and in the camps from Kotzebue to
Mexico.

It was only by the faces that one
could tell the occupation of the men,
for only the tenderfoot was conspicu-
ous in his dress and that because he
alone wears the “typical costume” of
the desert.

In the prospector there is the clear
eye, marked with little wrinkles in the
corner, which comes from looking long
upon great distances, the tough, leath-
ery, weather-beaten skin marked with
deep set lines around the mouth and
nose from long exposure to desert sun
and storm, the slow speech of one ac-
customed to much silence and the
springy, tireless step of a man to whom
a hundred miles is nothing.

Place for Real Men

The miner is a different type. Bull-
necked, clear eyed, with the pale, clear
gkin of the underground worker, the
great hands and corded arms that can
manipulate a drill or swing a sledge
through an eight-hour shift, he still
has energy enough left after the day’'s
work for a round of the dance hallg
and gambling saloons. A

B vlerks, ! nkers, brokers, all

room was packed with mi
nics, pectors and millionaives,
and with no distinguish-
about them. Around the rou-
the faro bank and the cran

were in the crowded, filled hall,
not 80 much for the love °f¢“' game
as for the soglability that It aiforded,
for in your mining camp the

> L4

make believe,
the degenerate, the hanger-on and the
tout that is refreshing after a visit to
similar places in the great cities, for,
as my, friend, the dealer, whispered to
me, “the mining country is only a place
for men that are men, and the weakling
must either stiffen his spinal column
or get out."”

In the dance halls there is the same
esprit de corps of the desert, and the
absence of saturated vice that exlsts
in town. The very frankness with
which conditions are accepted removes
from them much of the odium that
must attach.

To Take a Desert Ride

It was almost midnight when we
wandered back to the hotel and Whitte-
more received a message from the Lee
district down 70 the Death valley slope
of the Funeral mountains that spelled
another stampede,

He came to my room ust as I was

“a damned shame! That tenderfoot
can’t take care of himself or her, let
alone that baby., Look at the way he
has that wagon loaded. All the weight
fs on one side, and his horses are
hitehed too short.”

It was noon when we topped a gen-
tle rige In the valley and with the steam
pouring six inches from the hot water
tank of the engine came upon the half
dozen tents that mark the town of Lee,

Luncheon of ham and refrigerator
eggs, from which the fce had long
since melted, cost us $1.60 each, and be-
fore the sun was an hour In the after-
noon sky we were on the ground where
the Hayseed and Stateline strike was
made—the first strike in the new coun-
try.

Along the side of the canyon wall
the gulde took us to where a great
outeropping of ore marked the ledge,
and before night options upon the Tulip
group above the Hayseed strike had
been obtained.

There ean be no question about the
richness of the Lee district. On the
Gilt ®Bdge property they took me up to
a wall of rock and in a great ledge
of quartz told me to knock off samples
wherever T chose. The samples were
the richest T have ever seen, for the
free gold fairly coated the specimens,
and In the deeper color of the quartz
were little nuggets that ran from the
slze of a pinhead to that of a lead
pencil rubber.

It was the same way on the Tulip
group, on the Hayseed and Stateline,

.

TYPICAL PROSPECTORS LEAVING RHYOLITE FOR LEE (Center)
NEW TOWN AND INDIAN CAMP

road ahead and formed weird guardian
figures of the sagebrush along the way.
Then it was dawn on the desert with
the great machine snorting and rock-
ing, rolling and bumping over the un-
even trail, while the eastern sky
changed from white to crimson, from
crimson to rose-shot yellow, and the

There is an absence of | sun peeped from over the valley that

stretches away to the southeast, from
where the fogs from Salton sea drift-
jed in like surf across the rolling sage.
! We had hoped that we were far and
away in the lead of the race that we
knew must follow, but hope was with-
out foundation, for as soon as the sun
| dissipated the mist dust clouds strung
| out across the desert as far as the eye
could reach marked the position of
outfits thta had started for the new
Golconda while the night was yet
young.
Kindnes to Lone Prospector

One by one we overtook and passed
them. The first man that we reached
was a _weasened little Irishman with a
pack of food and water on his back,
land in his eyes a great hope, and be-
| cause our hopes were high and the day
was young we picked him up and for
hours he regaled us with stories of the
! road, of strikes that he had known and

turning in and, sitting on the side of booms through which he had lived, for-

the bed, read to me the now famous
note, “We have struck it rich in Lee.
Better come.”

“Do you want a desert ride in the
morning?"’ he asked, and nothing loath,
I accepted, for a little of the fever of
the desert air was In my blood, and all
night long I rolled and tumbled, dream-
ing strange dreams of fabulous wealth,
of bulllon packed in the boxes of the
mint, or laying coined in vaults—for of
ledges, dips and cross-cuts 1 knew, and
still know a little.

It was scarcely daybreak when the
night clerk called me and, loaning me
a heavy corduroy coat from the office,
reported that the machine already was
walting.

Others on the Same Journey

A cup of scalding coffee swallowed
hastlly and a sandwich tucked away
in a side coat pocket gerved as break-
fast. Then we were out into the clear,
gold air of the desert morning, for the
coast down the long hill through Bull-

and out onto the Amargosa desert,

tvr:ﬁs the acetvlene lamps of the ma- | passed
shadow

chine threw fantastic 4 on the

tunes that he had made and lost on the
|turn of the card, while through it all
ran a great faith in the future,

There were many outfits along that
desert road. There was the prospector
with his burros, ready if necessary for
a long stay in the hills, the sides of his
pack animals loaded down with five.
gallon oll cans filled with preclous
| 'water that we were to learn costs §1 a
' gallon in the Funeral range, even In
!the rainy season, There were men and
boys, some used to the ways of the
desert and others illy equipped for the
struggle before them,

Tenderfoot in Crowd
There were women in the crowd as
well. One young mother clasped a
baby to her breast as she swung on the
high seat of the new Studebaker that
her husbamd was driving. Ahead of her
were hardships and privations that she
could not foresee and in her heart trust
in the big fellow on the seat beside her
that was not shaved for her
ened prospectors they

way.

and on the Burro property. On the
Echo-Lee ground, where the character
of ore was decidedly different, I threw
away specimens only to have them
picked up, assayed and reports of $900
are shown me,

Riches of Funeral Mountains
It is strikes like these that are mak-
ing thas twenty-five mile strip of
Funeral mountain country famous, for

in the belt, which is two miles wide,
there is hardly a property that has not
some value,

Into this country prospectors are
pouring in a constant stream. The
only hotel in the district is a big tent
erected at the foot of Burro mountain,
where a dozen cots in a single room
rent for $3 a day each. Prices ara
high and wages keep pace with them.
A skilled miner will receive $§ a day
for underground work and a mucker
will be paid $4.50 for surface labor;
besides having board and lodging fur-
nished.

Work on such properties as tha
Tulip, which is controlled by the
Mann-Whittemore interests, the Hay-
seed and Stateline, which has the
strongest backing of any mine in the
country, and the Echo Lee propertles
is belng rushed and shafts and tun-
nels are being sunk in every direction,

The miners are stock crazy. Thera
is hardly one of them who does not
put his week's wages back into the
grouid as soon as it is obtained, and this
speaks stronger for the district than
anything else.

The country is a great one. Whitte-
more characterized it as “a great be!t
of quartzite twenty-five miles long and
two miles wide, lying between lime
dykes."

In this quartzite are the gold, cop-
per and silver bearing ledges, but be-
cause of the leeching of the ores there
is little value to be found on the sur-
face,

Prof. Aughey of the United States
geological survey, the Smithsonian in.
stitution and the University of Nea-
braska reported that in this district
a depth of ten feet should give values
that constantly increased with depth
and it was the publication of this re.
port that set the mining country by
the ears, for the Lee district had been
prospected for years without showing

—a trust
llw the

“It's a ch,nlnn." growled Whit .

surface values great enough to war-
rant mining uu‘w}»dﬁwmw

BULLFROG

- RHYOLITE

The first location, the Bullfrog claim,
was made on August 9, 1904, by
“Shorty” Harris and E. L. Cross, the
first ore uncovered giving returns of
several hundred dollars to the ton in
gold and sllver, the ore being green and
blue stained quartz, showing free gold,
The subsequent rush resulted in the
staking of a territory approximately
fifteen miles long by ten miles wide.
Numerous rich strikes followed, and to«
day there are twelve producing mines,
immense deposits of ore blocked out
and many excellent prospects under de-
velopment,
Geology and Ore

The country rock lg diversified, includ-
ing porphyry, rhyolite, quartzite, lime
and qnnth-, porphyry and rhyolite pro-

dominating. The ores occur principally
in quartz, manganese being especlally
prominent. Tale deposits are frequent,
one of which is no less than phenom-

enal, The ores are invarlably free mill-

ing, prospectors depending almost
solely upon the pan to determine
values, and as a rule silver Is assoclated

with the gold. Rich shoots of shipping
ore are frequently encountered, yet the
strength of the district lles in the many
Immense deposits of milling ore, the
values of which are far above the aver-
age the world over, The country is well
marked, dykes and ledges being traco-
able for milles,
Settiement

Rhyolite, platted in February, 1905, is
the metropolis, being larger than the
other towns in the district combined.
Beatty, four miles east of Rhyolite, is
next in importance, with Bullfrog, ona
mile south; Gold Center, five miles east,
and Mllltown, four miles east, in im-
portance as named. Rhyolite 'has a
population of 35600, with 5000 people in
the entire district,

Improvements

Rhyolite has dally mail and auto ser-
vice from Goldfield, seventy-five miles;
daily mail from Beatty, five miles; ex-
press, telegraph, telephone exchange,
two banks, newspapers, modern hotel,
three water works systems, paid fire
department, improved streets, large
stores, fine residences. It is the natu-
ral center of the district, being located
“in the center of the golden horseshoe,
the heart of the mines."” The Las
Vegas & Tonopah railway has been
completed from Las Vegas on the Salt
Lake route to Rhyolite, a distance of
125 miles, and will be extended to Gold-
field, seventy-five miles further, as
rapidly as possible. The Bullfrog-
Goldfield railway has been completed to
within fourteen miles of Rhyolite, and
Is expected to reach Rhyolite by Febru-
ary 15, 1907. The Tonopah & Tide-
water rallway is being built from Lud-
low on the Santa Fe to Tonopah via
Rhyolite, and is now compieted to
Kingston, below the mouth of Amar-
gosa canyon near Death Valley. This
road will also be built as fast as pos-
sible, giving the Bullfrog district three
railroads—a record breaker for Nevada
mining camps.

Five milling projects are assured,
with private mills by the Shoshone
Consolidated, Tramp Consolidated,
Mayflower and Starlight, Gold Bar, Na-
tional Bank, Happy Hooligan, Gold
Bullfrog and others. The district is
also assured of electrical plants for
power and lighting purposes; the poles
are now being =et and our principal
places of business are already wired.

With the immense deposits of milling
ore, together with rich shoots of ship-

ping ore, now opened, the
output an enormous tonnage
|and the opening of the mines
|commenced. With three
| transportation problem will be
{and with the abundance of
piped Into the heart of the mines
water supply I8 unquest
quate., These three features com!
make the future assured.
There are twelve producl:
| within an area of one mile of Rh
and sixteen in the entire district.
ments are made to Salt Lake ©
Many hundreds of thousands of tons
marketable ore are in sight within i
radius, Development is in progress
on a large number of properties, m
of which are equipped with up-to
machinery.
Rich Camps to the South
Rhyolite is not dependent on
Bullfrog district alone for her suj
acy. Other camps are springing
Southern Nevada and Eastern
fornia, that are all tributary to Rhyos
lite's greatness, wpd
The Lee and Echo' districts, loe
on the Nevada-California line,
twenty-three miles southwe
tributary to Rhyolite, and a first-cl
road has been built, at the expense o
the citizens and mining companies,
that supplies can be hauled at a n
mum of expenge,
The same holds true of the Emi
Springs district, where the fanm
Skiddoo and Granite Contact mines
located. These are also connected
a new rond and a large majority
the supplies used In the Green
district are bought in Rhyolite.
The Crystal Springs district, which
attracting so much attention, is
tary to Ithyolite, and a new road
been built to that section of the co

try.

The Transvaal mines buy thelr
plies in Rhyolite.

The merchants and business men ¢
Rhyolite are always ready with
check books when money is needed
building roads, or for any other
pose that has a tendency toward
verting trade to this camp, of

Small Pointers

Population on January. 1, 1907,
sorvatively estimated at 5000.
Situated in a mountainous desert
Nye county, Nevada; eight miles
the California line and twelve
Death valley. 2

Distant 100 miles south of
seventy-two south of Goldfield
miles northwest of Las Vegas,

Altitude, 3573 feet.

Climate at this season of the
(January) delightful. June, July
August are warm, but even, in
summer the evenings and nights
Bullfrog are cool and pleasant. p

The tent era has passed. The bulld
ings now going up are costly and su
stantial stone, brick, adobe and 1

Nine hundred miners employed.

Scale of wages—Mirers, $4.50 to $6.

a day; laborers, $4.50; waliters, $5.50 :
day; printers, $5.00; carpenters
$1.00 to $1.50 an hour; painters
$1.00 to $1.50 an hour; chauffeurs, 47,
day; plumbers get $1.50 an hour;
chinists, $10 a day. Eight hours c¢
stitute a day’s work. 5

Rhyolite is the metropolis. Popu!
tion about 3500. T -

Accommodation good. Good mﬂ‘.
50c and up. Rooms for 75¢ and up.

Fish, vegetables and other table d
cacles, meats, etc., always found in
local market.

America’s and also the entire world’s
production of gold continued In 1906
to show a large increase. Three years
ago the total output was $325,000,000;
two years ago $356,000,000. For 19056
$376,000,000 and for 1906 it will go be-
tween $400,000,000 and $410,000,000.

The largest addition in recent years
has been made in South Africa, which,
including all districts, is now produc-
ing about $12,000,000 per month. In the
United States Nevada and Alaska have
ade increases which will carry the out-
put of this country close to and per-
haps above £100,000,000.

It will be the first time the United
States has ever reached that great
figure. Outside of this country and
South Africa gains and losses will
yrobably about offset each other.

The Transvaal has passed. its record
of before the war, and further expan-
sion.of the industry is hampered by
the scarcity of labor, the present ad-
ministration in England being opposed
to the importation of more Chinese,
However, at the rate of production
reached in the last three months there
will be a gain in 1907 of $15,000,000 over
the yield of 1906, It will probably do
better than that, say $140,000,000 in the
vear,

With the new railroads building in
Nevada and present activity in ex-
ploration and development, Nevada is
certain to show a very large increase
in 1907, perhaps doubling the 1906 yleld,
which will be around $10,000,000 or
$12,000,000. Alaska promises further

gains in 1907, and Mexico is in shap
to do better every year for some tim
to come. It is expected that the Klons
dike, which has been on a declining
scale for several years, will hereaft
do better. Australia is a large
ducer which has been losing al
$2,000,000 a wear for three years.
world's output in 1907 may be expected
to be between $430,000,000 and $440,~
000,000, 5
Ten years ago, in 1896, the world’s
production of gold was about $200,
000. The enlarged output since then has
made a notable change in the bank re-
s%livea orda“icoulm;le" and unquestion=
ably made itself felt in th: s
world, o T
Fgures giving the holdings of
principal banks of issue and of su
governments as carry gold reserves outs
side of banks on January 1, 1906, show
an average increase in these institu- |
tions of more than $140,000,000 :
year. Since January 1, 1906, g ¥
treasury of the United States has
galned $127,000,000 in gold, but the
bank stocks have changed !
| slightly. Industrial consumption has
probably taken about 385,0&,000 last
| year and the remainder of the product
| has gone to other banks and into eirs
culation. \ &
| This reinforcement of bank reserves
'has obviously broadened the foundas
tions for credit, and enabled the banks
| ing institutions to expand their loans
iby amounts considerably in excess of
the additional cash on hand, “&e ww

tendant upon work on the sides of
Death . valley.

Conditions now are changed, rali-
roads are building into the country
and seventy miles of water pipe have
been purchased to supply a reservoir
that will be built at the top of the
Echo-Lee pass, from which the flow
to the camps and mines will be by
gravity.

The desert country has met in strug-

gle with men like Schwab, Heinze,
McClormick, Phillips, ‘Whittemore,
Largent, Taylor, Door, McDonaid,

Griffiths and a dozen -others of the
same stamp,

The end of the battle for the new
empire i8 not yet, but it is written
plain, so that he who runs may read.

WOMAN SAVES LODGER
FROM BEING ASPHYXIATED

C., H. Hotchkiss, a laborer, living at
208 Bast Fifth street, was found un-
consciousy, in  his room yesterday
morning by the landlady, Mrs. Anna
Hoff. The room was full of gas and
the woman was nearly suffocated be-
fore she could drag the man to a win-
lrinw in the hall, where she revived
im,
Mrs. Hoff was awakened about 4
o'clock by the sound of groans, She
hurried into the hall and was at-
tracted to the man's room by the smell
of gas. Opening the door, which was
unlocked, she was nearly overpowered
by the rush of gas which met her
Gmlu her way to the bed she caught
hald of Hotchklss and dragged him out
to a window,

¥ was taken
ng

home.

to the recely-|
tal, but was soon able to go! tal

BOARD OF HEALTH INSPE
PLANS CAMPAIGN

Recent Cases of Ptomaine Poi
Responsible for Movement to
Insure Cleanliness in

Public Kitchens

Inspection of resta
card for this week,
pects to begin the
health department at

"'l‘mmund- lot men o
a ree meals nﬁuﬂ -t
eating houses, whi M’l “ 0!
partake of at least one m
;lho city's restaurants,
as more restaurants in prope
its gopnlatlou an
in the United

Because of

ptomaine pa
use of fish




