
Some Hints on Belongings

"I paid 75 cents for the sandals and
a dollar for the storm rubbers," she an-
nounced, "and they neitber of them gave
me a full week's wear. And you yourself

The shopman unfolded the paper, gazed
at the rubbers, looked wise and said
nothing. He was waiting for the woman
to continue.

"Just look nt those rubbers," she said,
with an acidulous accent; "and when you
arc through with them just look at those
shoes." And here she thrust out her, foot
to display a high-laced boot split almost
-into ribbons across the ball of the foot.

The Woman came Into tbe sboe shop
with determination In her attitude and
fire In her eye, and, Incidentally, a paper
package In her hand. The shopman
showed her to a cliulr and then she un-
folded her tnle of woe.

Separate Sleeves and sleeves of con-
trasting materials are among the latest
manifestations of the mode from abroad.
Twomaterials almost Invariably go to the
milking of ull sorts of frocks, with tbe
jingle exception of the plain tailor-
made, and even here a soupcon of vel-
vet Is relied upon to softeu the mascu-
line air and cat of the plainest. With
plaids attracting such attention, one oft-
eutlmes sees plain materials, such as ben-
rlotta, panama, laudsdowne, cashmere and
the like trimmed with the sheerest and
silkiest of plaid mohairs

—
somehow those

melanges of color take on an added at-
tractiveness In the mohair weaves

—
sleeves

of tbe latter willserve to differentiate thli
season's gown from that of last year.
Sleeves of velvet, too, appear on evening
gowus of game and satin; while sleeves
of white tulliue appear on all sorts of
dressy frocks, altogether regardless of the
color or material that U used tor tho rest
of the gown.

"You'll pardon my saying so," Inter-
jected the shopman, "but you do not.
seem to know the very first thing: about
keeping your shoes In order. For one
thing, trees are very cheap Just now,
aud they are au economy. The uext thing
Is tbat leather Is a skin and so needs
some oil occasionally to prevent it from
drying all up, and then splitting and
cracking. When your bands or face chap
the first thing you put on is cold cream,
which is un oily mixture; and you use It
often enough to prevent your skin crack-
Ing. The same with shoes; they must
have oil enough to keep the leather
from cracking. You may remember that
In old days our grandfathers used to
grease tbelr boots every Saturday night;
and if their grandchildren did the same
today sboes would last much longer, be
more comfortable In wearing and sboe
bills would be much less than they usual-
ly are."

"Umph! Well, suppose yon look at
those split shoes, then; and see what
you can do about them. Yes, I'lladmit I

wore them out In the snow several times;
and yes, Idid dry them before the
kitchen fire. Why, of course, they were
all stiff and hard when Iput them on
again, and Ican tell you they were any-
thing but comfortable to wear for several"
days after."

"Ah! Ithought as much," was the re-
joinder. "Just what ItIs Ido not know,
but there seems to be something antago-

nistic between rubbers and shoe polish.
Tbe polish— nnd It does not seem to mat-
ter what brand you use or wbat price you
pay forIt

—
does manage to rot the rubbei

clear out; aqd that's all there is to It
Very sorry, madam, but we cannot pos-
sibly make you a refund or give yon a
free exchange on those. It was not our
fault that they did not wear."

"Why, of course, Iput shoe polish on
them. Did you think Icould go out with
my rubbers all over mud stains. Of
course, Iput sboe polish on them, for
1 am awfully particular abont my foot-
wear, and polish my shoes every morn-
ing before Istart out for market."

"Wbat did you do to them to clean
tbemi" softly Inquired the shopman.

assured me that they were the very
best and most lasting quality."

The Small Belongings
of Dress ana Dressing

Minute Care and Exquisite Daintiness Demanded ty the Current
Mode -

Questions in Coiffure - The, Importance of Becoming Neck
Dressings -Dainty Devices for Maintaining a Neat Appearance.

The short sleeve still reigns for ull
social occasions, and bracelets are sup-
posed to be the Inevitable accompaul-
inviii Quulut looking bands of black
velvet, ou which slides, clasps uud old-
fashioned brooches display themselves,
are used for both ueck uud arms, while
as for necklaces uud bungles there Is
simply uo cud to tbe variety lv which
they display themselves.

That tbe prlncesse gown Is lutended
to lead the procession of fashion there Is
no gainsaying, even at this early date.
Many and various nre the devices thnt
tbe dressmaker's designer has recourseto In order to produce that unbroken
Hue which denotes this mode. In the
pursuit of this the corselet skirt brought
Itself to the front once more. Now, this
corselet skirt, or prlncesse skirt, or what-ever one chooses to call It

—
la one of

those thing* that If It cntmut be done
well were better not done at. nil. It
takes a master band to cut, and an equal
skill to fit, and It requires tbe most skil-
ful boning of tbe body scums In order
to get the required snug fit above, around
and below tbe waist. . The slightest
stitch out of plumb, aud there is a skew-
ing of tbe scums and a blistering of the
material as the result

In the gowns that grace social occa-
sions after dark there Is simply uo limit
to tbe amount of elaboration nr tbo labor
expended lv tbe attainment thereof.,
There Is evident a growing liking for
satin, either plain or veiled,. 'with filmy
and transparent gauses. Chiffon clotb
holds all of Us place In fashionable es-
teem, while laces and applied embroid-
eries are rapidly taking the place of tbe
hand-wrought fuutasles thut have heldsway for so loug, in spite of their ex-
peuslvu origin, llut so much more mate-
rial 1» required by the latest fushlou
that tho dressmaker has, In self-defense,
to provide some (tort of trimming thut
shall uot cost her quite as much us
hand embroideries always fetch.

While tbe vogue of the decolletage In-
creases dally, ninny conservative souls
thero be thut do hot feel comfortable lv
a low-necked gown. Of these fushlou
takes cognizance by approving the trans-
pareut luce gulinpe, which Is oftentimes
fully us revealing us Is the open and
unadorned decolletage. However, it may
be good news to those thut a slightly
open V throat Is now supposed to be
fully tut formal as the low uud square
or round decolletage, and that even for
afternoon functions, provided tbat theshades are dowu and ull the lights lit,
tba V throat is fully as much approved
as is the high trausparent collar aud
chemisette, without which even the inoru-
lug frock of today Is not supposed to be
finished ufter v modish inuuner.

British matron. 'I read In tb» papers
that 'Urn-peer' frocks are fashionable, and
Iwant to got them. That's all!*

"Tbe dear soul did not seem to know
there Is a world of difference between
the modes of the first Empire a d those
of tbe second, and that about three-
quarters of a ceutury elnpued between
the launching and tbe vogue of the two
modes. For my part, my dear, when I
speak French Iuse French throughout,
and when IspenU English Inever try
to interject words of another lunguogc.
And so I, aa well as others, If Iamspeaking In English, give tbe English
pronunciation to the word, and call it asIt is spelled and "pronounced by tbe best
authorities."

use of the Imported linen aud lace
buttons on articles that go regularly to
the laundry is v point tbat wakes tor
economy Pearl buttons are wuut all 100
ofleu to crack aud split >.:., v pui

need 1,.

1l allu
througii
te»- thai.

Ho many girls willbuy whatever Is the
latest fad in neckwear without in the
leust considering whether It be becoming
or uot. Tbe fact tbat It Is tbe newest
thing Is all that appeals to them. Those
exceedingly umurt embroidered (Trench

collars, stiff underneath, with a soft em-
broidered turuover top, are becoming but
to a very few women, but they sell Ilk*
hot cakes, nevertheless. The newest of
them are so fashioned that they take a
jeweled stud to retain th«ui to tbe collar
band, uud then a chain linked pair of lit-
tle buttons to uuttcb the atud catch
them through worked buttonhole* ou the
soft outer hide.

come so overdone that It Is rather a mark
of distinction nowadays to dress one's
hair after some other manner. ItUcom-
paratively easy to train the hair to as-
sume a lon- aud ruther loose wave merely
by twisting It In a roll at night, having
first dampened It slightly. The canter
purtlog and a low knot on the neck la be-
ing affected by many of the younger geu-
eratlou, but the elderly matron clings to
the softly rolled pompadour aud hlgb
coiffure.

\u25a0 It Is to be noted ttiat the best-gowned
women— those wbo lead be fashions lv
their respective and particular sets— are
no longer • resortluir to tbe marcel wave
for a formal coiffure. This style has be-

the dark blue and does not look In tbe
least out of place, since the little touch of
color Is but a mere blur.Tbe safvat aud best device for prevent-
ing what une clever actress refers to as
"a 10-iulutitu Intermission between her
shirtwaist and skirt" Is to sew a stout
linen tupe across the back of tbe shirt-
waist aud on this attach two reuud metal
rings, worked over In buttonhole 'stitch
with a bevvy sewing cottou. Tbe usuul
eyes wlil stretch out with the strata of
weur and ueud renewal too frequently to
be worth while. One can buy tlm ring*
ulivudy worked lv some shops, aud their
small price makes It advisable to pur-
chase such If time be of luiportauce. Tbeu
sew good sued books ou the skirt to
match, uud the threatened lutermUslou
will uot occur. Miuctishirtwaist effects in
the back are popular set the worked
rings ou Uju waist a trllle above the uut-
ural wulst line, suit tbe welgllt of the
skirt willverve to draw the waist dowu
taut aud suug under the bait.

ltIItIs positively a fact, and not a theory,
that there are no old ladles any more.
'Fashion, for one, takes no cognisance of
oge, and the grandmothers of today are
us keenly alive to their possibilities In
the way of line and color as are their

granddaughters—lf— If these \u25a0 latter ;happen
to have been presented and are "out" In
society. ' • ' ' '

Quite a marked difference displays Itself
ln the gowns that are Intended for tbe
daylight hours,/ and those that are to

bcbbe donned after dark. There Is a sweet
simplicity «bout the former that cannot
but commend Itself to even the most fas-
tidious. One point that cannot . be too
distinctly emphasised Is that frocks of
Umpire persuasion are Intended .for; the
more formal occasions 'only, while those
that follow prlncesse lines

—
either In fact

or merely In effect, are equally suitable
for formul and Informal occasions alike.

And speaking of Empire . gowns, a
whole-souled woman, who makes no

secret that she has. yearning* utter tho
culture that the bus not yet attuluod,
threw a bomb lit the; tea-table tbe other

\u25a0lay by Inquiring earnestly t
"Won't some of you tell me what an

'Urn-peer' gown Ist The dressmaker talks
nf'lt, (be shop girls rave about It, and
1haven't tbe faintest Idea what It Is all
inimt. The dressmaker says that Ican't
wear It, as my tigure Is too stout, while
the corsctlere declares that any *

well-
corseted figure looks well In it, and thut
ltIIt only require* a graceful carriage to
wear It to the best effect. Won't you
(ell me what It I*)" .

"Why, my dear, ItIs merely tbe affect-
ed fasblou of pronouncing the word 'em
pire' thut some people who have a smut
tering of French think it smart to use.
Those sams folks would doubtless be In

tbe sume boat with the English.woman
who bounced Into tbe reception rooms of
a famous French artist In clothes.

"'I want soiu» "Urn-peer11 gowns,' «be
announced, breathlessly; 'and Iwant them

right away, quick,' •
•

l*o«s madame desrve to tee models of
the modes of the nrst Empire, or those
of the second Empire?" queried tbe amia-

ble vendeus*. .... i"
'Uow should 1 know"/' retorted tbe

"Now, the other evening when we were
going to a reception at bis club, Iwore
tbat crystal gemmed tulliue

—
you know

tbe one with little crystal beads drop-
ping all over It. Iknow that In spite
of my gray hair that white Is my most
becoming color, aud pale blue next. Well,
John, dear soul, wanted to know why
Idid not wear that pale blue thing I
hud ou at dinner,

'
It was uo use to tell

him (hut the pale blue was a teagown, and
not at all suited to a public reception.
1 explained that It was all right for a
family dinner, wbere we dined en In-
tluie, but that If we bad even a single
guest 1 could not have taken my place
at the head of the table so gowned.
Hut. Just the same, be held out for that
pale blue crepe de chine, niul would not
udmlt the cburius of the dewdropped
tulliue."

The old question as to whether women
dress to win tbe approval and admira-
tion of men, or of one another, was the
topic of conversation at the club tbe
otber afternoon, and one gray-haired but
still young-looking matron ended tbe dis-
cussion by declaring that women dressed
to please themselves, and none other.

"Bach woman Is
—

or ought to be
—

a law
unto bnrself, where her clothes are con-
'cerued," announced the young-looking

woman, who made no secret of the fact
that while she goes In for light blue
dresses she Is already a graudmother.
"It is not one man In a million tbat has
the faintest feeling for clothes, where
Ills woniciiKliHl are concerned. Be Is
just as likely to admire a shirt-waist
frock, If It happens to be bis favorite
color, rather than a ballroom gown that
Is really a dream of beauty, simply be-
cause be does not understand the dif-
ference.

Who Kbit I'nruxoia reverse the ac-
cepted way of carrying those effective
sunshades. The slick Is extremely long,
fully as long as an alpenstock. The sun-
shade Is perched on this halfway, and the
ferula is at the end that ttie tipped ribspoint 10. In this way the kimibtule
bangs down when carried, and the top
held in (lie band,Is moat elaborately
carved. That they willbe conspicuous la
tbe uuw fashions there is no deuylug, and
they willdoubtless, be taken up eutbusl-
astit-ally by those to whom every novelty
is welcome.

| Once upon a time this scribe was tray-

eling In Scotland, and stopped' for serv-
ice at a little church in tbe Highlands on
a summer .Sunday evening. Tbe sermon

was preached by an old clergyman, who
spoke In a broad Scotch dialect, and, took
for bjs text, "But beware of tbe foxes, the
little foxes I" A qaalut subject for a ser-
moo. And the good old divine laid stress
upon,"the little foxes" that attack one In
dally life. He spoke of tbe little things,
the multitudinous little things, and their
relative Insignificance ; and then went on
to point out their .tremendous Importance
when considered In relation to the whole,
to the sum total of life.
"Tiltbe littlethings tbat count 1" and

lt Is the little things of dress that real-
ly make up ,the whole, the sum total at
one's appearance.

' •. Tbe bead \u25a0of a large corporation had
occasion to advertise for a stenographer.
Applicant after applicant for the position
was examined In lie private office, Home
were dismissed with a few words, and out
of over 40 candidates but three were re-
tained to undergo further test M to their
fitness for the work.

The president saldi "You noticed that

there were some girls whom 1 asked If
they could take dictation In some one or
another foreign language. Well, It was
not that 1 require such work, but merely
that their appearance was ugaiust them,
and 1 wanted to let them down easy. Una
girl had a skirt with a long train to It,
quite unsuitable for a busluess office, al-
though It might be all right for a theater
party. Another had a lace waist, with a
lot of fancy ribbon flxlugs, thut looked
like an afternoon tea table. Another
showed gloves with her lingers sticking
through for lack of mending ; while an
other lmd her hair so befrla&ed and be
curled tbat she looked more like v toj
terrier than a stenographer. You noticed,
doubtless, that the three 1 retalued for
I'xuiuliiiitlou had plain clothes, neat and
tidy

—
although, perhaps, they might not

be considered in Ibe Urst illtjhtof fashion
lip town, and the Impression they \u0084uve me
was that of successful business women.
Their haU was well brushed, their collars
titled, their Shirtwaists set well and their
belts looked dim and trig: and 1 Just

that their work would be Ilka
lelr appearance- up to date, trim, trig

and businesslike throughout."
There It ao one who should be more

careful or pay more alteuttou to her up

pearnce than the business woman of to-
day. Good tuste In dress cannot assert It-

\u25a0\u25a0elf just as conspicuously In business garb
as In dinner gown or dressing frock. A
well lilted. tailored shirtwaist of some
durable material, either a linen or ma-.dras, If wash material* ar« liked:or on*
of mohair, coleen poplin or a pluln dark
taffetas, if laundry bills are somewhat a
consideration— preferably with a detach-
able collar, since the collar tolls so much
sooner than the waist, iHome arrangement
or device to bold the shirtwaist and skirt
together Is necessary to the trim end trig
set around the waist 'that the present
fashion demands ;and a skirt well cutand
short enough to clear the floor all around
complete* the continue Where a touch of
color la liked, a littlebutterfly bow and a
ribbon belt to match will serve to relieve
the severity of tbe garb, without In the
least detracting from the suitably plain
appearance uf the design, for example, a
very pretty dark blue mohair shirtwaist
suit Is furnished with bets of cravat and
belt Bom** are In plaid ribbons, some In
pale blue velvet ribbon, while a little
made bow tie Is matched Ina belt of Ui<i»
artuure of a brilliant tone of scarlet,
which well sets oil the somber tints of
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THE LATEST FASHION FANCIES

Charming Toilettes for
Social Occasions-Elab-
oration the Rule -The
Corselet Skirt Clever-
lyHandled - Laces and
Applied Embroideries
Replace Handwork to
Some Extent.
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