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C}larming Toilettes for
Social Oceasions~ Elab-
oration the Rule - The

Corselet Skirt Clever-

ly Handled - Laces and

Applied Embroideries

Replace Handwork to

Some Extent.

The old guestion as to whether women
dress to win. the approval and admira:
tion of men, or of one another, was the
topic of conversation at the club the
other afternoon, and one gray-haired but
stlll young-looking matron ended the dis-
cussion by declaring that women dyessed
to please themselves, and none other.

“Hach woman ls—or ought to be—a law
unto herself, where her clothes are con-
cerned,” a d the ¥ g-lookin
woman, who wmade no secret of the fact
that while she goes In for 'light blue
dresses she 1s already a grandmother.
“It is not one man in a million that has
the faintest feeling for eclothes, where
hls womenkind are concerned. He I8
just as likely to admire a shirt-walst
trock, if it bappens to be his favorite
color, rather than a ballroom gown that
Is really a drgam of beauty, slmply be-
cduge he does not understand the dif-
ference.

“Now, the other evenilng when we were
golng to a reception at his elub, I wore
that crystal gemmed tulline—you know
the one with little erystal beads drop-
ping all over it. I know that in spite
of my gray hair that white-ls my most
becoming color, and pale blue next. Well,
John, dear soul, wanted to know why
1 did not wear that pale blue thing I
had on at dinner, " It was no use to tell
him that the pale blue was a teagown, and
not at all suited to a public reception.
1 explained that It was all right for a
family dinner, where we dlned en In-
time, but that If we had even a single
guest 1 could not have taken my place
at the head of the table so gowned,
But, just the same, he held out for that
pale blue crepe de chine, and would not
admit the charms of the dewdropped
tulline,"

1t is positively a fact, and not a theory,
that there are no old ladies any more,
Fashlon, for one, takes no cognlsance of
age, and the grandmothers of today are
as keenly allve to their possibilities in
the way of llne and color as are thelr
granddanghfers—it these latter bhappen
to have been presented and are “out” In
soclety,

Quite a marked difference dlsplays itself
in the gowns that are Intended for the
daylight hours, and those that are to
be donned after dark. There Is a swebot
slmplicity wbout the former that cannot
but commend itself to even the most fas-
tidious. One polpt that canunot be too
distinetly empbasiged 1s that frocks of
Kwplre persuasion are intended for the
more formal occaslous only, while those
that follow princesse llnes—elther In fact
or merely In effect, are equally suitable
for formal and luformal occasions alike,

And speaklng of Ewmplre gowns, a
whole-souled woman, who makes no
secret that she has yearnlugs after the
culture that e has not yet attulved,
threw a bomb at the tea-table the other
day by inquirlug earnestly:

“Won't some of you tell me what an
‘Uw-peer’ gown is? The dressmaker talks
of “it, the shop girls rave about it, and
1 haven't the falntest ldea what It is all
about, The dressmoker says that I can't
wear it, as my figure Is too stout, while
the corsetlere declares that any well
corseted fgure looks well In it, and that

it only reguires a graceful carrlage to
wear it to the best effect. Wou't you
tell me what It Is¥"

“Why, my dear, it 18 merely the affect-
ed fashion of pronouncing the word ‘em
plre' that some people who have a swat
tering of French think 1t smart to use.
Those same folks would doubtless be In
the sume boat with the Eonglish woman
who bounced luto the receptlon-rooms of

a famous French artist In clothes,
] ‘want some “Uwm-peer” gowns,' she
announced, bréathlessly; ‘aud 1 waut them

right away, aulek,’

* ‘Does madame destre to se¢ mogels of
the wodes of the first Bmpire, of those
of the second Emplre? querled the amia-
ble vendeuse.

“‘How should ! kuow? retorted the
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British matron. ‘I read In the papers
that ‘Um-peer’ frocks are fashlonable, and
I want to get them. That's all!’

““The dear soul did not seem to know
there I8 a world of difference between
the modes of the first Empire nud those
of the second, and that about three.
quarters of a century elapsed between
the launching and the vogue of the two
modes. For my part, my dear, when [
speak French I use French throughout,
and when I speak English 1 never try
to Interject words of auother language.
And go I, as well as others, if | am
speaking In Bnglish, give the BEnglish
pronunciation to the word, and call it as
it Js spelled and pronouncea by the best
aunthoritles." 1

That the princesse gown is Intended
to lead the procession of fashion there is
no galnsaying, evén at this early date.
Many and varlous are the devices that
the dressmaker’s designer has recourse
to In order to prodyce that unbroken
line which denotes this mode. - In the
pursuit of this the corselet skirt brought
itself to the fromt once more. Now, this

let skirt, or prl skirt, or what-
ever one chooses to call it-—-is one of
those things that if it cannot.be done
well were better not done at. all. It
takes a master hand to cut, and an equal
skill to fit, and it requires the most skil-
ful bonlng of the body seams In order
to get the required snug fit above, around
and below the walst, , The. slightest
stitch out of plumb, and there Is a skews
ing of the seams and a blistering of the
materlal as the result,

In {the gowns that grace.soecial occa.
slons after dark there {s simply no lmit
to the amount of elaboration ar the laber
expended In the ' attaipment thereof.
There Is evident n growling Illking tol\
satlp, elther plain or velled, ‘with Slmy
and transparent gauzes. Chiffon cloth
bolds all of its place in feshionable es-
teem, while laces and applied embrold.
erles are rapldly taking the place of the
hand-wrought fantagles that have held
sway for so long, In spite of thelr ex-
pensive origin. But so much more mate-
rlal ls required by the latest fashion
that the dressmaker has, In self-defense,
to provide some sort of trimmling that
shall not cost her quite  as inuch as
hand embrolderies always fetch.

While the vogue of the decolletage in-
creases dally, many conservative gouls
there be that do not feel comfortable in
a low-necked gown. Of these fashlon
takes cognlzance by approving the trans.
parent lace gulmpe, which 18 oftentimes
tully as revealing as Is the open and
unadorned decolletage. However, It may
be good news to those that a slightly
open V throat 18 now supposed to be
fully as formal as the low and square
or.round decolletage, and that even for
afternoon functions, provided that the
shades are down and all the lights Iit,
the V throat is fully ‘a¢ much approved
as Is the high trapsparent collar and
¢hemisette, without which even’ the morn-
ing frock of today Is not supposed to be
flnlshed after a modish manner,

The short sleeve still relgns for all
soclal occaslons, and bracelets are sup-
posed to be the Inevitable accompanl-
ment.\ Quaint-looking bands of black
velvet, ‘on which slides, clasps and old-
fashioned brooches dlsplay thewsgelves,
are used for both peck and arms, while
as for ugeklaces aud bangles there ls
slmply no end to the varlety lan which
they display themselves.
-

‘The New Par

ols reverse the ac
cepted way of carrylug those effective
sunshades. The gtick Is extremely long,

fully as long as an alpenstock. The sun-
shade Is perched on this haltway, and the
ferule 1s at the end that the tipped ribs
polut 10, In this way the sunshade
baugs down when carried, and the top
beld in the, hand. Is most elaborately
carved. ‘That they will be conspleuous In
the pew fashlous there Is no denylug, and
they will doubtiess be tuken up enthusi-
astically by those to whom every unovelty
Is welcome,
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The Woman came into the shoe shop
with determination In her attitude and
fire In her eye, and, incldentally, a paper
package in her hand. The shopman
showed her to a chalr and then she un-
folded her tale of woe.

“Just look at those rubbers,’” she sald,
with an acldulous accent; “and when you
are through with them just look at those
shoes.” And here she thrust out hep foot
to display & high-laced boot split almost
dnto ribbons across the ball of the foot.

The shopman unfolded the paper, gazed
at the rubbers, looked wise and sald
nothing. He was walting for the woman
to continue.

“I pald 75 cents for the sandals and
a dollar for the storm rubbers,” she an-
nounced, “and they neither of them gave
me a full week's wear, And you yourself
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' Some Hints on Wardrobe Belongings /

assured me that they were the very
best and most lasting quality.”

“What did you do to them to clean
them?” softly inquired the shopman.

“YWhy, of course, I put shoe polish on
them. DId you think I could go out with
my rubbers all over mud stalns, Of
course, I put shoe polish on them, for
1 am awfully particular about my foot-
wear, and polish my shoes every morn-
ing before I start out for market.””

“Ah! I thought as much,” was the re-
joinder. “Just what it is 1 do not know,
but there seems to be something antago-
nistic between rubbers and shoe polish.
The polish—and 1t does not seem to mat-
ter what brand you use or what price yon
pay for it—does manage to rot the rubber

clear out; and that's all there is to it .

Very sorry, madam, but we cannot pos-
sibly make you a refund or give you a
free exchange on those. It was not our
fault that they did not wear."

“Umph! Well, suppose you look at
those split shoes, then; and see what
you can do about them. Yes, I'll admit 1
wore them out in the snow several times;
and yes, 1 did dry them before the
kitchen fire. Why, of course, they were
all stiff and hard when I put them on
again, and I can tell you they were any-
thing but comfortable to wear for several

“days after.”

“You'll pardon my saylng so," Inter-
jected the shopman, “but you do nof
seem to know the very first thing about
keeplig your shoes In ordes, For one
thing, trces are very cheap just mnow,
and they are an economy, The next thing
is that leather 1s a skin and so needs
some oll occasionally to prevent it from
drylng all up, and then splitting and
cracking. When your hands or face chap
the first thing you put on is cold cream,
which isian olly mixture; and you use it
often euough to prevent your skin crack-
ing. The same with shoes; they must
have oil enough to keep the leather
from cracking. You may remember that
in old days our grandfathers used to
grease their boots every Baturday night;
and If their grandchildren did the same
today shoes would last much longer, be
more comfortable in wearing shoe
bills would be much less than they usual-
ly are”

Separate Sleeves and sleeves of con.
trasting materials are among the latest
manifestations of the mode from abroad.
Two materials almost invariably go to the
making of all sorts of frocks, with the
gingle exception of" the plain tatlor-
made, and even here a soupcom of vel
vet 1s relled upon to soften the mascu-
line air and cut of the plalnest. With
plaids attracting such attentiom, omne oft-
entimes sees plain materials, such as hea-
rietta, panama, landsdowne, cashmere and
the like trl d with the sh it and
slikiest of plald mobalrs—somehow those
melanges of color take on an added at-
tractiveness in the mohalr weaves—asleeves
of the latter will serve to differentiate this
season's gown from that of last year.
Sleeves of velvet, too, appear on evening
gowns of gauze and satin; while sleeves
of white tulline appear on all sorts of
dressy frocks, altogether regardless of the
color or material that s used for tho rest
of the gown,

The Small Belongings
of Dress and Dressi

Once upon a4 time this scribe was trav-
eling In Bceotland, and stopped for serv-
ice at a little church In the Highlands on
a4 summer Sunday evenlog. The sermon
was preached by an old eclergyman, who
spoke in a broad Scotch dlalect, and took
for bls text, “But beware of the foxes, the
Mttle foxes!" A gpaint shbject for a ser
mon. And the good old divine lald stress
upon. “the little foxes" that attack one In
dally life. He spoke of the little thiugs,
the multitudinous little things, and thelr
relative (nsignificance ; and then went on
to polnt out thelr tremendous importance
when considered in relation to the whole,
to the sum total of life,

““Plg the little things that eount )" and
it 18 the Ittle things of dress that real-
ly make up the whole, the sum total of
one's appearance .

The head of & large corporation bad
occaslon to advertise for a stenogrephber,
Applicant after applicant for the position
was examined In, the private ofice. Bome
were dlsmissed with a few words, and out
of over 40 candidates but three were re-
talned to undergo further test a8 to thelr
fituess for the work.

The president sald: “You moticed that

Minute Care and Exquisite Daintiness

pearnce than the business woman of to«
day. Good taste In dress cannot assert it-
self just as consplcuously in busivess garb
as In dloner gown or dressing frock, A
well-fitted tallored shirtwalst of some
durable wmaterial, either a llnen or wma-
dras, If wash materials are lked; or one
of mohalr, coleen poplin or & plain dark
taffetas, 1f laundry bllls are somewhat &
consideration—preferably with a detach-
able collar, since the collar solls so mueh
mune{ than the waist. Some arrangement
or device to hold the shirtwalst and skirt
together 1s necessary to the trim and trig
sel around the walst that the present
fashlon demands; and a skirt well cut and
short enough to clear the floor all around
completes the costume Where & touch of
color I liked, a-little butterfly bow and a
ribbon belt to mateh will serve to relieve
the severity of the garb, without in the
least detracting from the suitably plain
appearance of the design, For example, &
very pretty dark blue mobhalr shirtwalst

there were some girls whom | asked It
they could take dictation in some ome or
another forelgn language, Well, it was
ot that I require such’ work, but merely
that thelr appearance was agalost themw,
and 1 wanted to let them down easy. One
girl bad a skirt with a long train to It,
quite unsuitable for & business otfice, al-
though 1t might be all right for a theater
party. Another bad & lace walst, with a
lot of fancy ribbon fxings, thut looked
llke an afterncon tea table, Another
showed gloves with her fingers sticking
through for lack of mending: while an-
other had her hair so befrizzeq and be.
curled that she looked more like a toy
terrier than a stenographer. You notlced,
doubtl that the three | retalued for
examination had plain clothes, neat and
tidy-~aithough, perhaps, they might not
be considered in the tirst tight of fashion
\ip tewn, an 'ﬂ- fmpression théy ;ave we
was that of successful business women.
Thelr halr was well brushed, thelr collars
E:lod. thelr ghirtwalsts set well and thele
its loo trim lnz
u

telg; and 1 just | sult is furpished with sets of cravat and
thelr work would be like | belt. Somé are in plaid rlbb‘inl. some in
“dr appearance—up to date, trim, trig | pale-blue veolvet rlghon. wlloh“ little
and busl ) tﬁrg hout." wade bow tle Is ma chr o & of
There B0 one g‘o cruld be more | armure of a brilllant tone of
ca) or pay move attention to her ap- | which well sets off the somber tini
N N

Demnnded By the Current

Mode - Questions in Coiffure ~ The Importance of Becoming Neck
INg Dressings - Dainty Devices for Maintaining a Neat Appearance.

the dark blue and does not look in the
least out of place, since the little touch of
color 18 but & mere hint,

The safest aud best device for prevent-
ing what one clever actress vefers to as
“a l0-minute intermission between her
shirtwalst and skirt” is to sew a stout
Hnen tape across the back of the shirt-
walst and on this attach two reund metal
rings, worked over in buttonhole 'stitch
with & heavy sewlng cotton. The usual
eyes will stretch out with the straln of
wear and uneed renewal too freguently to
be worth while. One can buy the rings
already worked in some shops, and thelr
small price wmakes It advisable to pur-
chage such if tiwe be of lmportance, Then
Sew good-sized hooks on the skirt to
mateh, and the threatened interwmission
will not occur, Bince shirtwaist effects in
the back are ular wet the worked
rings on the walst a trifle above the pat-
ural walst line, aud the welght of the
skirt will serve to draw the walst down
taut and snug under the belt,

it 1s to be noted that the best-gowned
woluen—those who lead the fashions i

N e
no lon, 0
for & formal colffure, This style lu“bv

come g0 overdone that it is rather a mark
of distinction nowadays to dress one's
hair after some other manner.
paratively easy to train the halr‘to as
sume & lony and rather loose wave merely
by twisting it in & roll at n&gl-. baving
tirst dampened 1t slightly, center
parting and a low koot on the neck is be-
ing affected by many of the younger geu-
eration, but the elderly naqtul

the softly rolled pompadour and
colffure.

So many girls will buy whatever is the
latest fad in neckwear without In the
least considering whether it be !
or not. ''he fact that it {s the new
thing is all that appeals to them. Those

gly  smart

collars, stiff underneath, with a soft 4
to & very few women, but WD‘
‘l

broldered turnover top, are

hot cakes, nevertheless. The newest

them are so fashioned that

Jeweled stud to retain thew to

band, and then a anln-unm
tl

them Ihrou(‘h worked

soft outer side,

The use of the lmported linen
butftons on articles that 3
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