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The Week’s Bills

MASON—Maude Adams in repertoire.
BELASCO—"Divorcons.”
BURBANK~—"The County Fair."”
ORPHEUM—Vaudeville,
GRAND—"A Lion's Heart."
AUDITORIUM—Dark.
FISCHER'S—RBurlesque.
UNIQUE~Vaudeville.
EMPIRE—Vaudeville.
PEOPLE'S—Vaudeville.
O PLAY given In Los Angeles in
N years has aroused the discussion
and glven vent to the divergent

opinions that have hedged about
“Peter Pan.” Scarcely two persons
have seen it exactly alike, and the

views enunciated vary from the most
rhapsodical praise to the fartherest
¢ degree of disgust.

. Yet scarcely ever has Los Angeles
Sl had a play wherein the trained critics
"of the varlous papers so heartily and
5’ nanimously rejoiced, or one over
i yhich they have been so enthuslastic.
thout a dissenting volce the expert
iters on things dramatic have lined
in paeans of .delight. It has en-
fanced, enthralled, thrilled and satis-
d these usually captions and caustic
fentlemen, and they have fairly un-
Bosed the floodgates of their rhetor-
al encomiums.

These two propositions in them-
elves establish ‘‘Peter Pan' as a play
p For not only does the
eneral public usually strike an aver-
ge and denominate a drama briefly
g “good,” “fair” or ‘‘rotten,” and let
t go at that as its consensus of
ppinion, but the trained writers for the
ess almost always find, each for
imself, faults of construction, tech-
hique, production or depiction—as well
s, on the other hand, causes of
braise in varying degree—which each
broceeds to thrash over, elaborate or
xcuse, as his personal bent or inclina-
tions may tend. Thus, one gets the
play passed upon from the inexpert
viewpoint of the casual playgoer, in
brevity and usually in unanimity, and
from the expert slde of the skilled ex-
positor of the drama in variability
and idlosyncrasy through the daily
press. In this case the matter is di-
rectly reversed; the critics are the
united enthusiasts, free from all bias
or individual like or dislike, while the
public itself is utterly at sea.

The reason for this is peculiar—and
at the same time is a most excellent
defense of the functions of the trained
eritic, whom many affect to despise.

The general public flocked to ‘““Peter
Pan” without having previously in-
formed itself in the slightest degree
as to what it might expect therefrom,
The magic drawing power of the name
of Maude Adams was a talisman in it-
self, and had she been billed in a
«Tom show,” she would have filled the
theater just the same., True, ‘“Peter
Pan” had been heard of, but only in
the most vague way; it was known to
be a “fairy play’—so, one may say,
{s “A Midsummer Night's Dream’' —
and was considered more for grownups

than for children. That's really all
5 the public in general possessed in the
Y way of knowledge of it.

On the other hand the critics—at
least one, and probably all, for they
must so do to be successful—had been

reading about and studying up on
s“Peter Pan” for these many months
past. Its first announcement was

enough to arouse their attention; they
followed its production and wonderful
success in London and in New York;
they absorbed the synopsis of it, had a
glimpse of its atmosphere, knew its
import and were in a measure pre-
pared for it. They must do this; it
is part of the routine of a conscientious
eritic to know not only of and about
dramas that he has seen, but also of
those he may see—and even of such
as he never can hope to witness, but
which form a part of theatricals as
such. Thus he is in a way in touch
with the whole mimic world of the
stage; his facultles are kept in frain-
ing by almost dally familiarity with
new offerings, and when he is called
upon to estimate one coldly and calmly,
he is seldom taken by surprise. He
and his confreres may differ—they
view from varying angles. But he can
e reasons for the faith that is in

v

glm. intelligently and honestly, He
{s not surprised into incoherency.
Had the playgoers possessed any

real comprehension of “Peter Pan,”
they could have gone in the proper
spirit, enveloped in a sympathetic at-
mosphere, and witnessed one of the
most fascinatingly dainty and appeal-
ing stage productions ever made,
with hearts open to its beautles, its
charm and its clevernesses. Most of
those who saw it early succumbed to
its compelling enthrallments, and they
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NOTES BY THE
MATINEE MAN

the urrdeum and Grand—and the
only real simon-pure press agent in

town—has a grouwch. Bartlett says that the
newspapers only want fakes about his 1
showshops and that when he doss have '
a genuine story they won't print it.

“I never knew it to fail,” says he. “I
can always land some farcical doings
about an actress or some yarn about a
vaudevillain, but let me spring a real one,
and-no go. 3

«~ow, here is :. cholce, genuine, true
story about Countess Rossi, who
been pursued from Russia by detectives
in her divorced husband's employ, the de-
tectives aforesald being after her che-ild.
She went to the police about it, and Los
Angeles sleuths have been watching her
all during her stay here. Do you think
a paper in town would print that, even
when I offered to bring an affydavy from
Capt. Flammer? Not on your life. But /i
let me spring a tale about some girl los-
ing her diamonds and see 'em bite.” W'

All of which is doubtless true. But, my
dear Bartlett, in recognition of your hard s
work, here is the story in print, fake or
no fake.

MELVIN BARTLETT, press agent for

Speaking of press agents, Jack Black-
wood says he wishes some theater in
town would get a real one.

“Then I'd have to go to work,” says he.
‘“As it is now, the game is so easy that I
am getting too fat.” )

Which Mr. Bartlett riay or may not
consider a personal insult. '

Our erstwhile “grectest soprano who
ever trilled,” as Sparks Berry used to .
say, Ester Adzlerto, prima donna of |
late Lambardl season, is now singing in
a beer garden park in Kansas City, with
Ferullo's hand. Which rather sets at
rest the stories that Hammerstein and
Conried were threatening to shed each
other’'s ruddy gore for her, and that
Henrl Russell had engaged her for next
vear. Singers who take primal roles in
these companies do not sing out of doors
in the summer, to the ruination of their
volces, against the blare of a brass band.
They prize thelr vocal organs too highly.

Another member of the Californians
is to step out of the chorus into the
soloist ranks. Grace Marvin, the young
woman of rather more than usual hulk
in the “merry, merry,” will sing Dame
Durden in “Robin Hood" for the ediflea-
tion of the Venetians this coming week.
Miss Marvin has a good volce and her
figure is ideal for Durden's part, and 1,
am sure she will make a success in the
role. Here's my best wishes fof her

Incidentally, the_:,;\fAforn(anu are
lighted at the continuance of thelre v:-:::
son, and more than glad that they will
get two weeks by the emiline ¢
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They have hopes that the Santa Cruz

end of it will aleo pan ouc; it wil
great to have two montha' vne.ltl:;
drawing pay =1l the while. Wish I could

do that.
Lewis Stone reminds me of th 3
cabby, who, haviug a day oﬂe !{o‘:mz::
first time In twenty-seven Vears, spent
it riding up and down on the box of a
fellow cabby's vehicle. Ho has a vaca-
tlon now, and I swear I have seen him
and Mrs. Stone (Margaret Langham) at
a theater every night since his layoff
began. I don't blame them for seeing
Maude Adams, for Mrs. Stone is much
a Miss Adams sort of actress, .Jut *7hy
should they go to the Belasco, where
}‘:ve Elgyﬂ' every night? Perhaps they
ante 0 guy their
but I hardly think thutfe"aw (hepmee
T. Daniel Frawley's ex-pla
San Francisco were all in row,;.":n ‘f;g:!
way back east this last week. I don't
know why Tim brought them down hers
first unless he wanted to show them a
real live town before they re-entered the
great white way. Anyhow, they saw it
right. T. Dan is to be the drawing eard
f:nr thehnurbasnl}(l for a few weeks ‘o
ome while “Bill" Des 5
and recreation. e

Captain Hope, he may eall him:

Captain Peacock he is to his ,;:.enl:lu:

And lots of them have seen him at the

People's the last few days In his new

sketch. T have not seen it stated that

the captain 1s going to be a regular

vaudevillian, but the stage has lots of

room for actors as clever as he, %

The rumor that _H';-);l:s Berry 15 t
dramatized Is officially degied. ODY:'
Bachmann says he has no such intension,

The latest nhnur{); old Hotchkiss
that it is to be the home of burlesquo;
that a serles of companies iz to be or-'
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are the ones who came away clamor- 8 ganized on the coast; that
ous in their enthusiasms. The few -X: B rrinte’ belwostr Hite nt;dth::ewlllln:l. ‘
never got within fits k((‘ln; l:hoy' left * & |northern citles, one giving two or u".::‘ ¢
ear! sore and disgusted; they ‘saw #% | shows here for as U ¥
noth’;;'lg but gibberish nonsense in it"— ’g *# | passing on to let ﬂno':‘)?;‘y c:l:ek'm' by i
and they hope never to be sinll‘ilzu‘ly & LALLA SELBINI—ORPHEUM :g: oesbe ke odeik rrtnannas|on. I do not know how authe o th’: #
afflicted again, The former are “Peler| guiupupubduteddubduiidutedioddolduisdulededo b duiodd bl bbbt b bR 0 42 5 i TreeeewvEile, but give it for what fc fsiwortin TE
Pan's” staunchest adherents; 1ei Bl rilllant comedy: Divorsons L this: weelk s 1, » #|and Evans are on with a comedy|direct competition with the Orpheum |looks feasible; good companics, with
ter condemn it utterly. There is no orillant qom n}{q Divpreony, & (e weehy of her disappearance is known to none | % sketch, and the Excella sisters, sou-|circuit next fall. If all this is true the plenty of pretty girls and some clevery
mldtz{)el ground—such seems to be im- :h-u heunluye(](i: bEth cllly “,lh';“ ho%p- .:'_l;‘:lx;;nll);zl‘m;“ ILlnll.ij:.'uv{i‘slt 1}|‘x:1‘ 1(r:)vl|\u- 5 I]n-unlns‘ \:411 upp(._\,zl\;' mAauS[l'nleg dn']h']' patrons of vaudeville and the perform- comedians, ought to go well. &
possible. - =, % - =ance for 3a % ate, con- dancing turn. “The rtist's odel,” | ers will have no reaso e 1 —— .
‘And the more it 1s discussed the|peared here as leading man with Mrs.|science and the relentless pursuit of the | % | Richard Cummings’ latest creation, willland if Mr. Erlanger is ntombe ';)rglrl,e‘\lrg:i' Ethel Barrymore is neaded this way 3
wider\apart the two classes are; this, [ Fiske. The role of Cryptorine will belhusband at last break down his de- % |be the offering of the Unique Comedy|there will be no reason fo ing by | 0 her play of the old @ays, wherein the
too, is the expected, for its charm is |played by Lilllan Albertson. .The services| fence. He dies while telling Rizardo | % | company. the impresurim S w]h'\(trtlmr‘p ngh ¥ |women wear hoopskirts and the o el
too intangible to describe. Those who [of the entire Belasco company will be en-| of the death of his wife and the where- %| FISCHER'S—At Fischer's theater|have here no one even ‘gucs;eezuear:le?s' “before de wah" togs. I have seen thia
878 it &k s blessed memory know thal|saend i, o e he | Loube of his child. : ¢ | next Monday the musloa) Gamedy wilithey Baxs the Majestic. ' ¢ Bothing elee. Then w0, Thile o coer’
:ge¥hed°éo:?§arm?vil}‘loci?:nwheo C(;)ir;l‘;kl:)c it Belasco management. Sardouw’s famous| ORPHEUM—Virginia Earl is the ;; c’ﬁll‘?)rf:';'l(n;:‘ \\'ljl(ll(‘nlft;r' this weelk pb‘-' Until February 13, 1916, Max Dill of [t0 see how women "“3‘:‘"8'6 l\l:has,::::}'y
hate it with tsrlx'e deep seated, inbred |old comedy is seemingly having a new stellar feature of the coming week's | ELLA WILSON—EMPIRE ¥ | Johnnie Zeb for the N. E. A. which|Kolb-and Dill is to pay a graduated al- |ties as hoops, and the younger uenm;:
hate of the uncomprehending. So it |series of successes for Grace George, after| bill at the Orpheum. This well KNOWI | sesdefetesesdostiodedetedestostostidotetedotdeeteddetol | now is in the city on its annual con-|imony to his wife, Elizabeth Dill, who |tion will find it full of interest.
has been here; so it has been every-|a season in New York, has captured the  8CLYeSS w Il be heard in a new musical : ot vention. The leading character is Prof. | was divorced from him by Judge Keeler | , ... i
where it has been presented, stald playgoers of I;mnl-m with the play, ‘(b“m‘v{.y. L-'”ﬁ hcll)lnl._ the . :N“‘::’ﬁ Wacham, the prineipal of lh(:\lsclzml: ;n Cleveland on June 21. He must pay | . “PJ:N_ SPP;H(:‘ne (‘Pp‘l‘;e X’;’an J““ worh
AL A ) and it is evidently in for a new lease of | beauty, a cycling, dancing -nd aecria This role will be carried by Mr. Zeb.|$750 at once, $75 a month for the next 4 -an e that Peter
life. Following “Divorcons” the Belasco-|performer who has created a sensation The trouble makers are Billy Onslow|year and $100 a month after that. The |ReVer heard of that garb?
Comlng Attractions eans will offer Henry Arthur Jones' great|in New York, ll-"‘lﬂlm 'dl“\"“K next \\'eeksl and Lew Dunbar, who are lnllllw l:ule wife gets the two children. Mrs. 1DIl ‘Also, where wu_}:l— o
ay, “Mrs. Dane's Defense.” newcomers, Harry Armstrong and of the Dill twins, or as they might bet~| testified that her husband is ms: " umane cor Rey-
MASON—A repertoire of her three|Play. "Mrs. banes ; Billy Clark --ill present a musica. act ter be called the Dill Pickles. 70078 Week 1d Is making | noids ‘when the kids came ‘ut? Diq
greatest stage successes is announced ‘}fllm“Q!(\;:,_bq:[l:"l;:g:;";":z:k,:':“ltll’g? entitled “Finding a Partner.” Pa — ’-l\i 7 Harry Cashmdn’'s roast n “The Sers-
» will mar eg| ree o AL T AR v s Ds S Iinnie Maddern Fiske is to spend the | nade” put him wis
* ' ~ J h damrosch nie Ma d the e to his ow %
for Maude Adams' final week at the | Neil Burgess' racing drama, “The County | JUNCAGIAN, JORNCY, 00 (07 il b Greenroom Gossip summer in California, Last year Mrs, | lousness? 3 e
Mason opera house beginning to-| Fair,” by the Burbank theater stock com-| o e r ":“f_‘.” s iR 11 i Teallo Fiske passed three months with friends
morrow night. The bill for tomorrow |pany. The Burbank company played “The ;1l\lxlr:1hol|:m 1:1(::)‘ ;“rimn)l(;lfol::k”l’s already Charles E. Blaney is perfecting a|;, the Santa Cruz mountains, This sea-
night, Tuesday, and Wednesday mati- | County Fair" just a little over two years| =o' ™o 0o ite  The acts held school to send moving plctures of com-| son she has rented the Campbell place Dramatic Notes
nee, will be Edmund Rostand’s well- | ago and scored heavily with the piece—so [ 70, DEDICHIY i‘l y ll "are Emil Hoch 1 Jlodramas over the country, to-|in Sausalito and will remain there un-
known Napoleonic drama “L’Alglon.” | heavily in fact that a third week was over from this week Jare Em plete melodramas 0 #11 Septaxiber Early in August Jules Murry will pro-
On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday |threatened. Since then Manager Morosco and company in Love's Young gether with a phonograph which will . duce “Cupld at Vassar,” a new dramatic
evenings Miss Adams will be seen for| has had his seasons booked solld, and it l'fx'eam," dJulla Helnrich apd Murvg'ct]ret speak the lines of all the players. Thus| Ezra Kendall will continue “Swell “o‘mend’;):,’,:h thut:lfﬁu;fchea ‘a"‘ik is by:
the first time in this city, and for one|is doubtful if he would hage found room [ Faster, the Kinsons and Mlle Nadje. ‘omplete play may be given through Elegant Jones” next season, beginning| A, Baldwin Sloane and Ge‘; .yr’;%susz
of the first times since its original New [ for the old favorite even 1w had it not EMPIRE—This week the Empire a complete pig h film his tour on July 156 at Ogden, Utah, fol- | Smith. Florence Gear, who played the
York production, as Phoebe Throssell, [ been for the many requests he has had for [ stock company will be under the the medium of the phonograph, a lowing it up with an engagement of two | Grand here last season. in Ryec $he e
n J. M. Barrie's quaint comedy. |a revival of the play. Louise Royce will|direction of Miss Ella  Wilson, of pictures and an operator. The films | weeks in San Francisco on July 21, and rlage of Kitty,” will be placed In tha.
“Quality Street.” On Saturday after-|have her first real opportunity for good|presenting her own border farce will be taken during the summor|then he comes here. - ’r‘;“‘_dl““g‘!a“‘:" nr&tﬁldpﬁ::ei mar!',‘ calls,
noon and evening the bill will again be | work since her advent with the Burbank | comedies. Miss Wilson is a writer of Lths and thus all-star casts may be| Agnes Cain Brown, formerly with the | which there have already bpmun 'on;.w:;'
changed, Miss Adams appearing in two | company. She will be seen as the old several sgccussrul plays, such as “In "LO" q ')l for t‘\e> )hv; Bostonians, is to have the prima donna |about twenty young women to play i
farewell performances of the famous|aunt, played so long by Neil Burgess, [ Cherry Valley,” “What Happened to obtained for © " bt it 1iof role in ‘““The Alaskan,” the new John |Pparts of Vassar girls. i
Brown, The Furniture Man"” and The trouble over the use in Paris of|~on comic opera. One of the other Miss Minnie Seligman, the actress

“Peter Pan.”

Maude Adams' portrayal of the Eag-
let in Rostand’'s classic, “L’Aiglon,” is
well enough known as an accomplish-
ment of rare distinction, to make an
extended exposition of her interpre-
tation unnecessary.

J. M. Barrie's ‘'Quality Street” is in
spirit practically a second “Little Min-
{ster.” It is written in the quaintly
humorous comedy vein that is peculiar
to the author of ‘‘Peter Pan,” and, of
all modern writers, peculiar to him

one,
BELASCO—The Belasco theater stock
80 ;- will give Victorien Sardou's

Hvery other Burbanker has been cast ad-
vantageously. The great race scene will
come in the last act.

GRAND—This week's bill at the
Grand is “A Lion's Heart,” a play in
which Carl Haswin made his mon:y
and his reputation. It is the story of
a villain, Gaspard Dobre, who steals
another man's wife and child and de-
serts them after a few years., The
husband, a lion tamer named Rizardo,
swears to devote his life to revenge,
and follows the errant wife and her
lover relentlessly but unsuccessfully.
‘When Rizardo finds the wman the
woman-has disappeared and the secret

“His Only Child.” She is the daugh-
ter of the late George Wilson, former-
ly of , Barlow, Wilson, Primrose and
West's minstrels, and has appeared in
leading roles in “The Wicklow Post-
master,” “Remember the Maine," etc.;
was also a prominent factor with the
Frohman forces, and such well known
stars as the late Frank Daniels and
Prederick Brighton, The bill will also
include the Parisian grand opera duo,
Trask and Gladden, singers and danc-
ers, and Thomas Curtis and company,
presenting “The Derby Day.”
UNIQUE—The Unique theater has

‘prepared an unusuglly. attractive hill

and gecond-sight entertalners,

DOLLY GRAHAM—FISCHER'S
weogeeetefealefedeoferfofelodololofodefedodefedeofod

for the coming week, the feature of
which will be the Sharrocks, travesty

“Carmen’ by Miss Olga Nethersole was
settled finally, but she was forbidden to
use the music or the name. In renam-
ing the plece several titles were sug-
gested, Including *“Don Jose's Sweet-
heart,” “The Girl from Andulasia’” and
“The Spanish Gipsy,” which latter was
at last chosen. Miss Nethersole has re-
ceived several offers to return to Paris
after the close of her American tour.
Rumor has it that Klaw & Erlanger
have already secured control of a thea-
ter in Los Angeles and every other city
of considerable population on this coast

Reed|and that their attractions ‘will be in

characters in the piece to be taken by a
human is that of a polar bear.

A manager in Chicago, evidently with
a huge sense of humor, announces that
he is going to produce the worst play
ever offered him. Lots of Chicago man-
agers do this, however—and not as a
Joke, either.

A niece of the late Willlam J. Flor-
ence, Winifred Florence, recently made
her debut on the stage in Toledo,

James K. Hackett has gone to Lon-

don to see the play he is to have next

and divorced wife of Robert Livingston
Cutting, jrv., was married to Willlam:
Bramwell Downing, an actor, who has
headed several prominent kK com-
panies in the last few years under the
stage name of Willlam Bramwell. 3
Willlam Farnum has made an offer to' .
Jane Oaker to be his leading woman!

next season in his starring tour. It is
said that Miss Oaker has ived an .
offer of a starring tour i, or
husband was with Dick 13 t

season,

Melbourne McDowell s to ¥
Kl:l‘l rt"‘lzy in a rl:wl‘:nl“: %‘-‘3*
Floren: tone

season, “Mr, George."”

piays. Miss ce S ot be !
with him, 3




