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# lads whose youthful feet had
from the paths of rectitude ex-

the why ‘of their misdemeanors to

ce Rose in the police court yester-

ly the boys haled before that
ugust court are young in wickedness and

wup for their first offense; but yester-
¥'s assortment numbered several ‘‘old
" Six of the little fellows re-
sentences that will place them
the surveillance of the law for
time to come, and the remaining
were bound over to the superior

Wanted to Ride
disinclination to walk when a bicycle
standing near got Frank Taylor and
Edmison4n the toils. The boys
~ zlpd with having taken a wheel
hi¢ ° not belong to them. After en-
a ng excursion around the
boys sald that they sold the

b Dodds of the detention home
suggested that the boys be sent to the
detention home as a resting place after
thelr exciting vacation experiences.

Have No Mother
A friend of the boys interceded and
for leniency because Laurence'
‘mother dled two months ago. The boy's
father 1s an industrious carpenter. The
will pass the next month in the de-
. home, with a probationary period
?m months more after they get out.
"Before the bar of justice came John
Foster and Willle Ryan, whose years
number 11 and 10, respectively. Petty lar-
ceny was the charge against them, but
" the patrolman who made the arrest sald
 that burglary was nearer the mark. He
~ declared that they had broken into a
‘house three times.

Yearned for a Good Time
pair were charged with having
stolen sacks worth several dollars and
3 the proceeds in a good time at
beach. Johnny has short black halr
his black eyes were filled with tears.
could scarcely see over the desk.
‘Willle came from Irish stock. His head
was shaved close.. His short pants were
held up by one su nender attached to the
trousers by a lone nail. He, too, was
.  Willle was committed to the
court.
Denware also made a mistake in
ting sacks which were not his
According to F. G. Schimer the
oy stole sacks woth §1.50. The lad is a
of the juvenile court and was recom-
ed to Judge Wilbur by Justice Rose.

. Needed a Sult Case
g est Wilbur, together with two older
was sald to have stolen a suitcase
109% South Broadway. His com-
anic were both over 16 years of age
and were each fined $ on a charge of
e larceny by Justice Chambers earlier
in ‘week. Ernest received the same
X and was also placed on proba-
tion for 180 days.
high in authority in the no-
torious Express alley blundered the other
day, or, perhaps, like the lookouts in
Chinatown, slept. At all events three
youthful gamblers were up before the
court yesterday charged with tampering
with the rolling squares for money, other-
wise known as “shooting craps.”

Boys Watch Officers

Mrdln‘ to the police, the boys have
.elaborate system of lookouts which

 and
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} ryuns from Fourth to Fifth street, between
- Bpring and Broadway. Waen officers ap-

wa’nh the lookouts give the signal, and
for this reason it was difficult to catch
the young gamblers.
Although the officers were desirous that
efforts should be rewarded by the
convicetion of their young prisoners, Jus-
tice Rose dismissed them after a severe
3 He warned the lads that the
mnext boy caught would have to serve a
straight jail sentence. ‘‘Boys,” he said,
“you go back to your alley and tell the
other boys that the next one who comes
up here for gambling in that alley will
!o“.to jaill and stay there awhile. The
b ess people around there are tired of
being bothered by you. I've given you a
fair warning and you will get no mercy
in tho_ future. Do you think you will be

The trio piped their little *'Yes" in rec-
ord time and departed to tell their mates
of the order of the court.

————e

. ULCERATED TOOTH

. CAUSES MAN'S DEATH
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3 Alec Menson, who had been a cook for
\ the United States troops now in camp at
' Ban Diego, died in the emergency hospital
i yesterday afternoon from an abscess of
the brain. He was on his way to his
2 in Oakland.
en the Oakland troops left two
weeks ago for the San Diego encamp-
ment, Menson was suffering from an ul-
cerated tooth, which later brought on
blood He declined to be
ted at San Diego, and yesterday left
for Oakland with George Harris, quarter-
master sergeant of the hospital corps, in
] of him.
two stopped over in Los Angeles
e of Menson's serious condition,
to get the next train north. Men-
taken to the emergency hospital,
he dled shortly afterward. Harris
not take the body north until he re-
s word from the mllitary authorities

le Heights Methodist, Rev. Alfred Inwood,
ng sermon by Rev. George B.
Evening sermon by the pastor on
Mathematics of Life."
', . Rev. Frank Cornell, pastor—Morn-
ke and Quakerism.’’
ng les Fellowship, B. Fay Mills, min-
ning, ‘“The Star of Sorrow.'’
pro-cathedral, Rev. J. J. Wilkins,
~Morning, *Think of the Chil-
Evening, ''The Worries.
MRS chamion Uvbs, t9e” Mai-
” m; on Upon the Mul-
 BEvening, ‘‘Working Together with

thodist, Rev. G. B, Foster, pas-
and evening sermon by the pas-

of St. Viblana, Rev. I. M. W.
1], preach at the 10:30 o’clock mass.
,‘%} Young Ladies sodality at 3 p.
] “Altar society at 4 p. m,
8, 9, and 11 & m.; sermon
] Rev. J. Caballeria. Ves-
7:30 p. m.
Rev. E. A, Antll], C. M.,
4% o'clock mass and preach

‘l'uldlo:lo; m., with
mass, "

LAWS The mayor's plan Is to name a commit-
$ tee composed of the city attorriey, a lead-
——— . :nt local |:’tmb::‘)~. nm&uqnmuvu of the

eading ¢
Iw.‘l' TIMPTATIQ& o es and a few other men
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Mayor Receives Letters Indorsing Ap-
pointment of Commission ’
Mayor Harper received several letters

yes! his prop
to the ecity council urging the appoint-
ment of a charter revision committee..

whom the council may want. *

This commission will be given a definite
time within which to make partial and
final reports, for It {s expected that the
work will consume at least a year's time.

The draft of the revised ordinance will
be turned over to the people at a special
election eventually.

HOW JUDGE LANDIS
ADMINISTERS AFFAIRS

I'STIRS UP TROUBLE
DEPARTMENT

Celebrated “Allance” Affair with Spain
Antedating War for Freedom of
Cuba Comes Up In Hia
Regime

Speclal to The Herald.

WASHINGTON, July 13.—Jjudge Ken-
esaw Mountain Landis of the United
States district court of Chicago, before

whom John D. Rockefeller was exam-
ined, is only 40 years old. His father
was wounded in the battle of Kenésaw
Mountain, hence his name. Landis was
born nearly two years after the Civil
‘War had ended.

Judge Landis is picturesque in ap-
pearance and manner. He was private
secretary to Walter Q. Gresham from
1893 to 1895. Judge Gresham had com-
manded the regiment in which Judge
Landis’ father served. Young Landis,
prior to that, had been a Republican,
but turned Democrat to accompany
Gresham to Washington. Y
‘While Landis was in the state depart-
ment the Alllance ‘“‘affair” occurred
The Alliance, an American vessel, was
overhauled by a Spanish gunboat out-
side the three-mile limit of Cuban juris-
dictlon and searched on suspicion of
being loaded with munitions of war for
the Cuban insurgents. There was a
great hubbub developed in favor of de-
manding an apology.

About that time Landis came ,near
running the state department. Secre-
tary Gresham was ill and President
Cleveland had gone down the Potomac.
Edwin H. Uhl of Michigan was acting
secretary of state. He ylelded to the
popular ery and wrote a telegram tof
Hannis Taylor, the United States min-
{ster at Madrid, instructing Mr, Taylor
to demand an apology of the Spanish
government. He signed it “Uhl, act-
ing.”

By the merest
Landis saw the telegram.
it from the department's telegraph op-
erator and hurried with it to Mr. Gres-
ham. Under Landis' advice Mr. Gres-
ham scratched out “Uhl, acting,” and
signed his own name. A few days lat-
er the text of his telegram got into the
newspapers, with Mr. Gresham’s name
attached, and the dying secretary of
state was praised from one end of the
country to the other.

When President Cleveland returned
home and learned what had occurred
he was furlous. He declined to sanc-
tion the demand for an apology and re-
dress, and it looked for a while as if he
would haul Landis over the coals.

Later Mr. Cleveland became attached
to the young private secretary and of-
fered to send him to Venezuela as min-
{ster. But Landis had seen enough of
diplomacy and declined. He preferred
law to politics,

accident Secretary

|7800K8 AND MAGAZINES

Lovers of transcendental literature will hail
with delight & book just off a Los Angeles
press.  ‘'Progressive Lifs or the Beneflcence of
Nature Laws'' will not attract the masses.as
even those of a religious nature will seldom
be able to so apply the lash to their own life
and habits as to galn the attitude prescribed
in this book as nesessary to a spiritual pro-
gression in unison with natural and spiritual
laws, which are herein held as one and the
same. But he who truly aspires to be that
which he admires will, from the study of this
beok, find the ladder on which to rise to
plains of understanding of the teachings of
the lowly Nazarene rarely gained by man.
he book is perfettly practical and to those
who have earnestly entered this line of
thought the book {s ope:n and fascinating. T
quote a portion from “In Instruction II,'
under the ‘‘Value, Uses and Benefits of the
Physical Organism:'’ ““The use of the human
bedy lles in the fact that it forms a sort of
armor for the spirit to dwell in while sojourn-

ing on earth and at the same time It {s sen-
sitive, high class mechanism or organism,
through which the spirit functions. While the

use of the body cannot be overestimated, It
should be the obedient servant of the spirit.
Beyond giving it nesessary food and protection,
to best conserve {ts health, energy and the
purpose for which it is intended, the fndividual
should never serve the body. Because of the
perversion and the confusion in which the
werld §s involved, the body has been given
the position that should be occupied by the
spirit. The body is enthroned as though it
were the sole object of living. It has been
given a place of prominence until, In human
consclousness, the spirit has becn almost
eclipsed, and the theories’ that support the
idea of the spirit's non-existence have many
advocates and adherents. In this false posi-
tion the body Is over-fed, over-clothed and
over-housed by nearly all who, through fair
means or foul, can gather together the re-
quisite materials. The cause that lles back of
this is the fact that desire has become king,
rvler and leader of the people, and that
through the body, its senses and faculties,
kuman desiro is gratified. That which was by
nature intended to serve the highest purpose
of the spirit, through its abuses, becomes a
medium of all kinds of indulgence, which
weaken and darken the spirit and check pro-
gression.’” This book will appeal strongly to
all thinking people.

Progressive Life or the Beneflcence of Na-
ture's Laws. By Lucle Blackman Btevena,
T.os Angeles, Terrace Publishing Co., Parker
Bros.

The Theater Magazine for July contains
nearly one hundred halftone portraits in addi-
tion to the colored cover showing a portrait of
Rcese Stahl. George C. Jenks gives an inter-
esting account of Adeline Genee, the dancer
whom London critics hall as a new Taglioni.
This article {s particularly interesting, In view
of the fact that Mlle. Genee will be seen in
this country this coming season. Another read-
able contribution {s a paper by Medora Rob-
bins Crosby entitled “‘Theatrical Associations
on the Thames,’”” which tells of all the famous
theatrical people whose fame was more or less
ccnnected with that historic river. The Inter-
view of the month is devoted to Willlam Col-
Her—the man and the comedian, in which Mr.
Celller relates his earlier struggles on the
stage. Another article gives an account of
Master Willlam Betty, known in England a
century ago as the Infant Roscius,

A charming summer story entitled ‘‘Mrs,
Cievenger’’ s the leading feature of the Aug-
ust Smart Set. The author is Grace Eleanore
Tcwndrow, & new writer who reveals great
promise. The scenes of this novelette are lald
a’ a Long Island house party, and the action
1s brisk and dfalogue brillfant. It is ex-
actly the type of story one wirhes to read In
the hot weather.

The Popular for August containus the second
instalment of ‘“The Devil's Puplit,”” by H. B,
Marriott Watson, which gets a tighter grip on
the reader as the story progresses. Treasure
hunting by modern devil-may-care adventur-
ers and their success is the theme of Mr. Wat-
scn's new serfal. In the same number of The
Popular there: a sea story by T. Jenkins
Hains, “The haling of the Tong,” which
relates a stirring episode in the life of a sea
rover off the Bahama ks. This romance of
the tropical seas 1s one of the best thi Mr,
Hains has done yet. Two short stories dealing
with western life, ‘‘Sound-of-Many-Guns,”” by
Be d W. Sinclair, and “The White Horse
of Drowning Ford,' by B. M. Bower, make a
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A HERO OF BOER WAR
TELLS OF VICISSITUDES

BANISHED FROM NATIVE LAND
FOR ALL TIME

Now Workirg In Los Angeles In Order
to Save Money with Which
to Send for His
Children

Although it has been many months since
the Boer war closed with disaster to the
young republic few of the heroes of that
war of the kopjes have come to thll_
country and still fewer to Los Angeles.
Although practically a stranger in a
strange land, Capt. C. Van de Watering,
hero of the conflict, has come to
America, exiled from his native land while
{t may remain in the English dominion,
and exyects to bring his two children her
The little family, without the wife an
mother, who was shot almost In her hus-
band’s arms, will settle for good in this
southland.

As a commander of a squad of scouts in
the Boer war, Capt. Van de Watering
passed through many thrilling scenes, nar-
rowly escaping the sentence of death.

The captain has recently arrived in Los
Angeles from New York city, and in an
Interview yesterday said:

An Official in Johannesburg

“I was captain of the police force of
Johannesburg in the Transvaal republic,
South Africa, before the Boer war. When
the war broke out in 1889 I prevalled upon
several members of my police force to go
with me to the front, and there we were
placed under the command of Gen. Jou-
bert to meet the British army at Lady-
smith.

“T could not undergo the treatment im-
posed upon me and my men by Gen. Jou-
bert, and we went under the command of
Gen. Christian De Wet. I had ten men
under my command, all of whom were
muscular men, able to perform much
hardship through the training I gave them
for the arduous scout work."

At this point Capt. Van de Watering
straightened up and showed air extremely
well developed muscular form and phy-
sique.

Great Hardships
“You see,” continued Capt. Van de Wat-
ering, “that I had to show myself a good
example of muscular strength and dura-
bility, and I had the choice of the best
squad of men I could find.
“It was a necessity for us to be strong
and hearty men to endure the extreme
hardships we were constantly obliged to
encounter. At times we were compelled to
each carry on our backs a fleld piece
welghing 350 pounds over the hills (kopjes)
in our work,

Violated Flag of Truce
“I have passed through many thrilling
experiences. At one time a colonel of the
London yeomanry, near the Modder river,
after raising his flag of truce and after we
had completely cornered him and his

forehead.

1 refrained and proceeded to capture him

and his squad. The British officer apolo-| 5 2.cent stamp.
gized to me for his action in shooting, and | t5 cards like the new N. E. A. cards, | tween the Rev. Robert J. Burdette, D. D.,
I made a compact with him that I would | pearing a little book of California views.|of Los Angeles and Pasadena and the

not divulge his name to the worid as con-
nected with the shooting.

“] was always on the alert in devising
ways and means to accomplish my ends,
and often put on a uniform of a British
captain by night and passed the sentries
of the English camps and messed with the
British officers in order to ascertain their
methods of attack on the Boers. And
right in the midst of my soclability with
the British officers they expressed to me
their surprise that the Boers were kept
so well posted on the manner of the
British attacks.

“But my well lald plans and schemes
were thwarted at last, and I got into a
hotbed of Britishers who found out my
methods of procedure and I was captured.
I was imprisoned, but after a while they
were sufficlently lenient to give me a
parole. Of course I was glad to get that
much liberty and I took advantage of it to
the extent that upon seeing that the
Boers were still fighting and hard pushed
I broke my parcle and returned to my
station in the army.

Banished from Home

scouting and was agaln captured by the
Britishers. I knew then that my life was
at stake as soon as it was found out that
I had jumped my parole given me while in
their custody after my first capture. I
braved it out upon being sent to Helena
to awalt my sentence, which was the pen-
alty of death. But as it was close to the
end of the war when I was recaptured I
was let out with the conditions that the
Britishers should confiscate all my prop-
erty and that I should leave the British
dominlon never to return to it again.
““These were the conditions with which T
was forced to comply. But the sad feature
of the whole is that my wife, who was
with me in one of our ralds, was shot and
killed. A shot from a British squad hit
her in the head while she was riding a
horse by my side. I placed her with me
on my horse and hastened to the nearest
hospital, with the blood flowing from the
wound that ended her life.

Working for Children

“I had two children that I was forced
to leave with a relative in South Africa.
I was compelled to come to America, and
landed in New York with scarcely a dollar
to my name, I had previous knowledge of
the work I am engaged in at present, and
am working hard as tne manager of ths
Auditorium Turkish baths to earn money
to get my children here with me.”

e

MORE SUITS BRING
WENTWORTH WORRY

Two new suits were filed in the superior
ccurt yesterday against the Wentworth Hotel
company of Pasadena, both in the form of
mechanics’ liens for labor performed and ma-
terial furnished.

Munger & Munger have a bill of §760 for
plumbing supplies, claiming to have had a
contract by which they were to receive 7b
cents an hour for each man employed.

Lewis & Kitchen present an {tem of $5160.62
for bath and toilet room fixtures, besides a
recording fee of $L.70 and a charge of §j cents
for filing the suit.

e ee—

ATTACKS AN OFFICER;,
GETS SEVEN YEARS

Tom Maxey, recently convicted of assault
with intent to murder, was yesterday sen-
tenced by Judge Smith in the superior court
to serve seven years' impri ent at San
Quentin.

Maxey was charged with having shot Police-
man Zeigler on May 19 while resisting arrest.
He is sald to, have been a desperado in New
Mexico, and poMce claim that he has been
mixed up in many notable holdups, and that
his anxiety to escape arrest was occasioned
bty fear of recognition. /;

MUST HAVE LICENSE
TO OXIDIZE BLOOD

Alleging that he oxidized the blood by me-
chanical means was the basls of the complaint
on which Wilbur R. Dowlin was arralgned be-
fore Justice Selph yesterday.

Dowlin lives at Pasadena and was arrested
on & complaint sworn to by H. G.' Lewls, the
specific charge being that he practiced medi-
cine without a license. Dowlin furnished $200
bonds ednesday after-

strong anpeal to those who like to read of the
lite of the | :
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envelopes,
and increasing the postage to 2 cents.
| Other sanded or mica cards are sent
He withdrew | squad, fired at me, the bullet grazing my without the envelope demanded, and

I was much surprised at this forwarded on to Washington for
breach of etiquette even in war, and I had struction. Leather postals oh which any-|1
a right to shoot him dead on the spot, but| sy o byt the name, address and a greet-
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JUST IN TIME FOR JINKS
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Fielding J. Stilson Has Two Proudest

Days of His Life

A little stranger, who has already re-
celved the name of Rosamond, arrived
yesterday morning at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Flelding J. Stilson of Kensing-
ton road, and the proud parents have been
recelving showers of congratulations ever
since. Little Rosamond came on the
birthday of her grandmother, Mrs. Wil-
llam Winter, who is visiting here, so
there was a double rejoicing. .

As Mr. Btilson is president of the Uni-
vergity club, it was necessary for him to
be present at its annual high jinks at
Santa Monica vesterday afternoon and
evening, but he only left his home after
he had had several promises that the new
baby should be awake when he came
home.

SELL_MANY THOUSAND
ICTURE POSTAL CARDS

CALIFORNIA SCENERY GETS A
BIG ADVERTISEMENT

Postoffice Authorities Burdened with
Many Unavailable Varieties Be
cause People Lack Knowl.

edge of Rules
PSS

At the railroad depots there is a cur-
rent tradition that the first two things
a tourist arriving in Los Angeles asks
are: ‘“Where are the orange groves?"”
and “Show me the post card gallery.”
When he finds that the orange groves
are not within walking distance he seeks
the other alternative.

Post card retailers have no certain
statistics on which to base thelr figures,
but estimate that about §00,000 cards
monthly find their way out of the city
of the Angels.

Officlals at the Los Angeles postoffice
heave a deep, long drawn sigh when
they are asked questions bearing on the
post card avalanche which continually
overwhelms the local office. They have
long ago stopped trying to count the
number, for their name is legion.

Unmailable Cards
Sometimes the card which the tourist
sends to an eastern friend as a reminder
of his California trip never arrives at
{ts destination; and for this the long-
suffering Uncle Sam is to blame indi-
Cards ornamented with glass,

rectly.
mica, sand, tinsel or other such sub-
stances must be inclosed in a thin en-

velope or they caunot, by reason of
recent rulings made lgy the department,
be sent through the malls.

Letter Rates
And here the troubles of the mail man

on the cards and inclose them in the
thereby making them letters

are

are written, must have
The same rule applies

ing of the sender

Nothing Questionable Goes

For the United States mail service
high art, as exemplified by ‘“models from
life,” the “human form beautiful” and
other plctures not given out in well reg-
ulated Sunday schools, have no charms.
None of the postoffice officials are will-
ing to put themselves on record as
eschewing such pictures; nor are smoked
glasses provided for the censor who
finally passes on their salaciousness; but
Uncle Sam, with puritanical notions of
the sanctity of the mail, will not for-
ward a card which pictures the seml-
nude.

If a beautiful woodland nymph is so
indiscreet as to permit herself to be
surprised In a low necked, high skirted
gown or bathing suit she must pay for
her indiscretion by having her picture
forever debarred from the United States
mails.

In years past admirers of ‘“high art,”
who had not been permitted to send
their favorite poses through the mails,
took advantage of a European trip to
send French cards to their friemds, be-
cause the mail man respected the sanc-

and forwarded the objectionable pictures
posthaste., Now this is changed. If a
picture mailed In France looks naughty
to the mall clerk it i{s taboo, skidoo,
23, the same a% the home grown product.

Examined by Critics
At the Los Angeles postoffice the mall
clerk first passes on such eards. If the
pitcure looks too ‘“romantic” to keep
company with the prosalc mail he throws
it aside. John Thompson, who handles
all the Los Angeles mafl forwarded to
Washington to be destroyed, next takes
a hasty peep at its naughtiness. If he
finds that the clerk is young and over-
modest the card is returned for maliling;
but if the picture is too bad or sugges-
tive it goes with the troublesome ‘“tin-
sels'” and other condemned matter to
Washington. At the loecal postoffice
about 6000 cards a month are held up
and later sent to Washington.

Greatest Postal Card Center

More postal cards are sent from Los
Angeles than fromw any other city in
the country; but of the thousands which
go through the malls daily few are of
the objectionable sort. Mr. Thompson
sald yesterday that sometimes for sev-
eral days there is not a single nude or
semi-nude card maliled; and often the
record for the month is less than twenty.
‘Within the confines of the Angel city
there are six of the largest post card
stores on the coast.” Forty* thousand
varieties of cards are on sale at the
various places, cards that come from all
over the United States and Burope, be-
sides many that dre manufactured in
Los Angeles.
At a South Spring street store 5000
cards, comle, beautiful, instructive and
suggestive, are spread out before the
would be purchaser. Cards range in
price from 1 to 25 cents.

The best seller, the prize package of
the collection, shows two children about
8 years old. The little maid is crying
and the boy, his hands in his poackets,
stands by with {ll-concealed disgust.
“You're the only girl I ever loved—but
I can't keep telling you so all the time,”
he exclalms impatiently.*

Fruits and Flowers Popular

Plctures of California trees, flowers
and fruit “take” best with the tourists.
‘A favorite is a picture of orange groves
beyond which snow capped mountains
rise. Palm trees and graceful peppers
also rank high.

Among the ‘fad” postals the name
cards had a rapld sale for some time,
Teddy bears, embossed, and ‘with real
wool, also made a hit when the Theo-
dore bruin was in the limelight.

The most expensive cards are ' Cali-
fornia flowers and fruits embossed in
satin on a background of California
wood.

Business in “high art” cards is prac-
tically nil,
which are must be inclosed in envelopes
to escape the mall censors.

———.——————
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to choose properly. Our

With the able assistance
men you will have little
rugs, etc., that will be bes
prove most satisfactory.
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WRITES REMINISCENCES
OF A POPULAR PASTOR

SOLEMN MAN WHO IS8 ALWAYS
HUMOROUS *

Burdette Is Ever Genial and Inherently
Witty, No Matter How Seri«
ous He May Seem
to Be

Rev. Robert J. Burdette, pastor of

Temple Baptist church and one of the

oremost figures in the secular ard busi-
ness life’ of Los Angeles, has found it im-
possible to live down his reputation as a
professional humorist.

Perhaps he hasn't tried to any great ex-
tent. The fact that he still retains his

de- | position as ‘‘pastor emeritus” of the Amer-

can Press Humorists’ assoclation would
indicate as much

Moreover friends of the long ago say
there is no distinguishable difference be-

“Bob’ Burdette of divers newspaper of-
fices a decade ago.

Recently a correspondent of the Balti-
more Amerlcart visited Southern Califor-
nia. When he returned home he paid his
respects to Dr. Burdette and ‘“Bob" Bur-
dette alike in the following article:
“Whose mansion is that over yonder?"
I asked the guide, pointing to a magnifi-
cent Moorish-Mission palace, one of the
noblest homes in this colony of American
millionaires. The answer came, ‘‘Robert
J. Burdette, former ‘funny man' on the
Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye."”

“Is it possible?"”

“Yes, in this life nothing is so possible
as the impossible. And, by the way, fac-
ing Central park, Los Angeles, that mag-
nificent pile like a feudal castle, that ten-
story auditorium, theater and office build-
ing, that is where Robert J. Burdette de-
livers his sermons on Sundays.”
“You don't say 807"

“Yes, it is true”

“Who built that auditorfum?"*
“Mrs. Burdette gave her personal check
for $10,600 to start subscription; and in
due course th® building bonds were sold

“I continued with many hardships in my | tity of the forelgn mail, shut his eyes|and on went the Burdette auditorium.”

“Mrs. Burdette is a club woman, is she

not?;’ 5

“Yes; and a little Napoleon of business

as well as of art and culture. She and

Robert make a strong pair. They live a

life to be envied.”

“He has quit newspaper work, then?"’

“Yes, he leaves the other boys do the

writing business.”

When 1 heard these Arablan Nights'

stories my mind wandered back to the

time Bob was poor. Or, in the language

of everyday life:

I got to thinkin' of him—Ilike 'twas jest a year
a

gO—
Fer time, that flies so fas' in dreams, in al-
manacs is slow;
He was workin' llke a beaver,
and lectur'n there.
An’ a-writin’ on the railroad cars, in taverns
—ever'where—
Printin’ poems In the papers, speakin’ pleces
at the fairs— '
An' him an’ e a-travelin’ now an' then
around In pairs;
An’ he seemed to think
at all—but still
I

lectur'n here

‘at he was no account
.

got to thinkin' of him an' that night at
Shelbyville,

)
Burdette’s Noble Auditorium
Strange shifts in the scenery of his life,
eh? A long cry from the days when $100
a month loomed large. Yes, indeed! Bup-
ose, by way of viewing fate's caprices,
we stroll through the building ahd later
have a chat with Mr. Burdette in his
study; of Rev. Robert J. Burdette, D. D.,
as he is properly called; for he is now and
has been for fifteen years a Baptist
preacher. The newspaper “ghost’” has not
walked for all that long time, yet Bob
Burdette s worn broadcloth, has had his
trips to Burope, and has lived in a man-
sion worthy of a king. If you belleve that
nothing comes by chance you will wonder
about Burdette's history—just as I am
wondering about it. We'll ask him to ex-
plain it—if he can! )
First, the fairy tale of his great stone
castla!
Bob's auditorium is nearly 200 feet
square and towers ten stories to the skies.
You enter through a lobby forty feet wide,
with tiled floor set off with deep wains-
coting of green scaglioa, Elevators and
wide stairways ascend to the mezzanine,
where a large salon of plate glass over-
looks thelobby, During opera seasons
this is a vantage point from which to study
evening costumes.

There are eight mezzanine and eight
proscenium boxes. From this mezzanine
floor, which can be shut off by an in-
genlous serles of panels, there is a near
view of the proscenfum, composed of seven
great arches. /

Nothing in this amphitheater, which is
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ally from stage to topmost gallery. Start-
ing from the stage and extending to the
balcony are two tiers of seats which break
into five tlers, as the circle stretches 165
feet in the distance.

The stage, 46x83 feet, is known as one of
the most perfectly equipped In the United
States,

One of the wonders of the Auditorium is
the $30,000 organ of 5000 pipes and seventy-
eight di stops led behind the
proscenjum arch. The swell blinds are
worked by electric engines and the uni-
versal air chest system give a five, a ten
and a fifteen-inch pressure. The smallest
pipe is smaller than a lead pencil and has
a diameter of three-sixteenths of an inch,
and the largest pipe is thirty-two feet
long, with a diameter of twenty inches.

‘Well modeled life size figufes, lithe and
graceful, ornament the proscenium boxes;
conventional designs are employed In bal-
cony and galleries.

In the dome around the skylight cream
tints deepening into sunlit yvellows are laid
behind a spider web of gilding,

Style of His Mind

Bob Burdette's life reads like a romance
ofy kings. Fifteen years ago he was a
‘“‘space writer” on the Brooklyn Eagle, he
tells me; and on my own responsibility I
add that today he is uncrowned king
among his people. 3

I was one of 5000 who last Sunday heard
Bob's sermon called “The Lilies of Life,”
a graceful thing, filled with poetry,

Bob Burdette’'s way of bullding sermons
reminds me of the story, that never ends,
Just a string of pretty, pleasant thoughts
strung seemingly without arrangement.
He just told a lot of stories; oh, about
almost anything; and the “lilles of life"
were good deeds done by stealth, in hos-
pitals, prisons and other dark places. Ac-
cording to Bob, spirituality is service, not
sentiment. He ended by reciting a few
stanzas about the man who lived in the
house by the side of life's long, dusty
highway, and offered the cup of cold wa-
ter to the passing pllgrims.

I thought his wit a little too refined for
human nature's dally food in newspapers.
His people, after the sermon, crowded the
aisles and shook his hand cordially.

In his study with its pale shades of old
cerulean blue, Bob, in his fine black coat,

man of lelsure; his correct frock was de-
signed for the parade on Fifth avenue;
his fine manners would grace a French
salon; his pleasant ways would win a
stranger. Everything around him was
fresh, new and costly, What a contrast
between his present luxurious surround-
ings and the days when he was writing
“funny’’ stuff in Illinois, in that earlier
day! I mentioned it to him and he
smiled.

“Quite different, Dr. Burdette."”

“Yes; not quite the same.”

‘“Excuse me for not calling you doctor.
I'd rather call you Bob today. It seems
more natural. Have you a hankering to
go back to the grind?"’

“You know, a man who once gets ink
on his thumb is never able to get it off,”
he said slowly. ‘I always like to see the
newspaper boys, and I often think I'll
go back to the turn in the road; but it's
fifteen years since I was of the fra-
ternity.”

Calls Roll of Old Guard

“Can you call the roll of the old guard,
Dr, Burdette?’

‘““There was D. R. Locke, Nasby of the
Toledo Blade, and R. H. Newell, the
original Carnegie who satirized generals
of the war, and oh, many other keen
whiters who in their generation used to
set the country in a roar,

“It may be, though,” said Bob, inter-
rupting himself, ‘“that men laughed
easler in those days. They had time to
laugh. They took time,” °

Burdette, with a touch of his ever
ready phllogophy, went on: ‘“Perhaps we
were not quite so money mad, so much
ifmmersed in business, Yes, many of us
today have almost forgotten how to
smile. Is it not true?”’

He tapped his pen on the mahogany
table and heaved a slight sigh. .

“I knew them all,” he -continued.
“There was J. M. Balley, known as the
‘Danbury News man,” who, I think, may
be called the creator of our acrobatic
style of humor. He originated the jokes
about the omnivorous appetite of the
goat, the lovers and the father's boot,
and all that sort of thing; and C. B
Lewis of the Detroit Free Press broad-
ened the style to include the world of
everyday life; and the harder ‘M. Quad’
made the stovepipe fall, as the man bal-
anced on a ladder tried to fit the ruSty
ends, the louder the public would laugh.
Mr. Lewis is writing yet, I see. What
tons of paper stuff he has turned o:lt!
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ical stuff for ‘Saturday Evening Press,’
as it was called. They were true bohe-
mians, eating, drinking and feasting, di-
viding their silver and their tobacco, no
doubt, and taking life like a lot of young
coits, with never a thought of tomorrow.
Perhaps it was their very kindness of
heart, thelr utter disregard for conven-
tions, that made it possible for them to
regard life as a joke.” !

“8So I ask, was their humor true?”

“Yes, indeed. It has lived all these
years; and, by the way, my conception
always has been, that humor is but a
garment for the truth. It i{s the combi-
nation of philosophy and truth that
makes humor humor. The funniest things
are closest to truth. Exaggeration, how-
ever sidesplitting, is not true humor.”

He Made Us Laugh

I asked Dr. Burdette if he knew of the
movement to erect a monument to Bill
Nye at Laramie.

‘“Yes; It {s time the humorists of Amer-
Nye did a noble
work. He made his generation forget
for a time life's dull routine. He made
us laugh! Is not that high enough praise
for any man's epitaph? Nye's gift of

ical expr the digi quan-
tity of matter he turned out, his staying
qualities, are unsurpassed In American
Jjournalism. 3

“The American humorists are coming
on a pligrimage to the cdast soon. Well,
the way Is long and dusty, and rallroad
passes are few and far between. But
let them come and have a good time.
The tour should be made at the expense
of the American people. Hail ta th
funny man! More power to his pen!”

Sermons in Pictures, Says Bob
“What's that, Dr. Burdette?” I asked,
pointing to a colored litho, . of a
washwoman hanging in the fine study.
“That is an illustration that the pop-
ular heart is on the right side,” he said
with a smile. “SBome years ago John A.
Johnson was running for governor of
Minnesdota, and some one threw it up to
him that his mother had been a wash-
woman. He admitted that she was, and
that he had helped her when he was a
boy. So they made this cartoon, and
called it the governor of Minnesota, and
the man was elected by an overwhelm-
ing majority on the Democratic ticket in
a Republican state.’”

“And what's that?”

“That, my son, is the old story. ‘For
he's a jolly good fellow." The young
wife Is sitting up waiting for him; the
clock points to 2 in the morning; she
has brought out his slippers and dress-
ing gown, and has fallen asleep beside
the evening lamp, her head resting on the
table. That, my son, is the strongest,
briefest sermon on the drink problem
preached in many a day. It is so n?tully
true that it is almost humorous in its
ghastly reality; for, as I told you, true
humor is but a foil to give to truth its
true proportions.”

“Bob,. this is a hot summer's day, and
the interview business should not be car-
ried too far. By the way, your auto-
graph, please,.”

And he signed himself in big, round let-
ters, ‘‘Yours cordially, Robert J. Bur-
dette.” JOHN HUBERT GREUSEL.

Pasadena, Cal., July 6.

WANTS TO SUE CITY
FOR RAISING GRADE

E. R. Brainard, who owns 250 feet on
each side of Sunset boulevard at Lake
Shore avenue) threatens to bring suit
agailnst the city for $5000 damages be-
cause the grade of the thoroughfare was
ralsed five .feet, leaving his holdings be-
low the street level.

In 1901 thé council ordered the grading
of the boulevard, “but work was not
started till July 1904. The object was to
raise the viaduct abcve Lake Shore ave-
nue for the Glendale trolley line, it is
stated.

Former Councilman W. M. Bowen made
a statement before the finance committee
of the council yesterday and the question
was referred to the city attorney.

et —

DETERMINEC TO GET EVEN

Abstracts Articles and Is Promptly

Arrested Therefor
‘William Allen was yesterday sentenced to 120
days in the city jail on-a charge of petty

Y.
Allen was bound over to the city gourt

rear of a cafeterla establishment on Main
t the ~and

On the whole, I think he is a u
philosopher, the creator of more news-
paper characters than any ‘other dozen
funny men, I believe. To my mind he
has not achieved all the that
belongs to him. ‘Bljah,’ ‘Brother Gard-
ner,’ ‘Carl Dunder,’ ‘Mr. Bowser’ and the
editor of the ‘Arizona Kicker' are genu-
ine creations and should live in American
literature.

““Then there was Ten Eyck White of the
Chi who' wrote mock tragic

distinguished by a hundred perfections,
18 more surprising thap the handling of
(:Jnan es. Unlike the Ghicago auditorium,

hicH glves the impression of vastness
and coldness, Burdette's audience hall s
mmetrical that the effect is magical.
It is almost impossible to belleve that its
capaclty 18 6000. From the main floor the
first glimpse of the auditorium is jm-
&"’" The dome, sixty-elght feet above
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The selection of suitable floor coverings is the most
difficult of all the house furnishing. The great va-
riety of textures and colorings makes it véry hard
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