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DETECTIVES
KEPT BUSY

WEEDING OUT SWINDLERS AND
FAKERS

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MOST
POWERFUL AGENCY

New York Sleuth on the Trail of Pro.
moters of Fake Mining Schemes
Presents His Con.
clusions

W. J. Brewer, president of the Gold-
field chamber of commerce and one
among the many Nevada millionaires, in
the course of an after dinner talk at the
California club a few nights ago, took
occasion to denounce in unmeasured
terms all fake mining propositions and
unscrupulous promoters. Mr, Brewer de-

clared that all unrellable corporations
and scoundrels in the business world
soon find their level and are shunned

by all honest men.

Government officlals aid to a great
extent in expoging crooks of every char-
acter and federal detectives are kept
hard at work uncovering fake proposi-
tions of every nature.

Old Games Worn Out

“The green goods game and the wire
tapping game have become a little bit
worn out,” said an old detéctive to a
New York Sun reporter. ‘Just now it's
the mining game that the authorities
are up against, and you can take it from
me that they are up against it good and
hard.”

The Sun adds that the detective has
made a reputation for himself working
for the United States government and
did more to stamp out the green goods
game than almost any one else in the
business. What he said about the min-
ing game is echoed by almost every one
whose business it is to protect the pub-
lic from the man with the misleading
prospectus and a supply of nicely litho-
graphed stock certificates.

To people who have put their money
into the hands of the man with the pretty
prospectus only to hear no more from it
or the mine it may seem a little strange
that the authorities, federal and local,
have not stepped in and tried to stop the
stream of cash that has flowed from the
pockets of the people of this country into
the hands of some of these unscrupulous
mining promoters.

There are several reasons why they
haven't. In the first place, according
to those who ought to know, there is no
investigation more expensive than that of
running down a fake mining concern sell-
ing in one corner of the continent stock
in a mine suuposed to be in another cor-
ner 3000 miles away, It takes thousands
of dollars, months of time and a man
specially equipped for this kind of work,
a man with brains and Ingenuity pos-
sessed by few detectives even among
those employed by the government.

Another reason is that the laws of the
states are at fault in not putting restric-
tions around the companies they create.
In a few cases where such swindlers have
been exposed and the swindlers convicted
the punishment has been light as com-
pared with the outlay necessury to secure
conviction,

Got After One Man

Some years ago, before the discoveries
in Nevada and elsewhere that have given
such an impetus to the promotion of min-
ing companies, legitimate and {llegiti-
mate, the government did get after one
man who had launched a mining com-
pany up in the northwest and was sell-
ing stock to the public by the barrel, The
company was not only advertising by
pages in the npwtpupvrﬂ of the country,
but it was sending all sorts of literature
through the mails.

* One of the best postoffice inspectors
in the employ of the government was at
that time stationed in Chicago. He was
put or the case and told to find out
whether the government had any right to
fssue a fraud order and arrest the pro-
moters, The mine was in a reglon al-
most inaccessible, It took this detective
almost one whole year before he had dls-
covered enough evidence on which to
make an arrest. In that time he had
trave.ed hundreds of miles on horseback
and on foot, had engaged experts and
looked up miners. He finally found that
the company had been organized and had
€o0ld stock before it had any mine or min-
ing claim and that a few hundred dollars
of the proceeds of the sale of stock had
afterward gone to secure an optlon or
a claim pronounced to be worthless. That
was all there was to the $1,000,000 mining
company whose stock had been dis-
tributed broadeast. The investigation
cost the government $1700 and the chief
promoter got just two years in jail.

Now and then the postoffice inspec-
tors do step in and a mining company
goes up the spout. In nine cases out of
ten the investigation preceding this ac-
tion by the postoffice authorities has
taken many months, and by the time the
proper evidence is secured much stock
has been sold. Not untll they hear of
the action taken by the inspectors iIn
stopping the mail and arresting the pro-
moters do the people who have bought
this stock and parted with their savings
wake up to the fact that they have been
deceived,

Many Schemes Afloat

According to the authoritles, there
probably never was a time when there
were so many schemes afloat which
would bear government investigation.
This is due to the new discoveries of
ore in many sections of this country,
Canada and Mexico. One reason why
more are not investigated, they say, is
because there aren’t enough inspectors
to do the work., All told there are 250
postoffice inspectors scattered over the
country. Their work Includes running
down mail thieves as well as swindlers.
In fact the protection of the malils from
thieves is their first duty ordinarily.
Protecting them from fraudulent use
comes next,

In the large cities there are from six
to ten inspectors, but of these not
more than two can be assigned to the
detection of swindles.

“Give us twenty good men,” said an
inspector recently, “and I will guar-
antee that we will keep some of these
stock swindlers on the run. As it is
we haven’'t got enough men, and until
the force of inspectors is considerably
increased a lot of people who haven't
got the sense to'investigate a thing
thoroughly before they give up their
money are bound to get stuck. That
is, unless they do more than they do at
present to protect themSelves."”

In a great many cases when com-
plaints are made to the local authorities
of savings lost In mining swindles the
authorities are forced to turn the mat-
ter over to the government inspectors,
While the stock, perhaps, has been sold
here and the offices of the promoters
are here, the mine or the oil well may
be in Mexico.

As a general thing district attorneys
and police officials haven't any special
funds to draw'from with which to pay
an investigator for such a journey as
that. It can be done a little more
readily, they say, by the postoffice of-
ficlals, because they cover the entire
country, and by means of postmasters
and the local inspectors in places they
can reach out much further.

“It's just that which makes the game
80 ‘ood and so much better than the old

game,” explained the old de-

tlctlvo "uompqred to the fake mining| ¢

Ornate Union

Labor Temple

construction of the Union Labor

Temple at 538 and 540 Maple ave-
nue. The material is steel and brick.
The two lots were secured in November,
1904, for $19,447.47. It is estimated that
the lots are now .worth §78,000. The
building is to cost $120,000 when com-
pleted, so that the total value of the
property is figured at $200,000.
The Labor Temple i{s designed to fur-

GOOD progress has been made in the
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BUILDING WHEN COMPLETED WILL COST $120,000
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nish halls and lodge rooms to accom-
modate all the different unions, as well
as to give the individual members all
the adwantages of a well equipped club.
It will contain billlard rooms, reading
rooms, barber shop, baths and a room
for the storage of tools, etc., and every-
thing is to be first class in every re-
spect. The temple will also contain a
large auditorium for social events, danc-
ing and entertainments.

paratively easy to run down. It rarely
meant a trip of more than a hundred
miles, and the average detective, once he
got a ‘come on,’ wag ‘generally bright
enough to run the swindlers down and
get the goods on them. It was the same
with the wire-tappers. What's been the
result? They're now selling mining stock.
Now who's going to tell whether the mine
is a fake or ‘whether it isn't? The only
one to tell that, unless you get an in-
sider to squeal on his pals, is the man
who has actually made a visit to the
place where the mine is supposed to be.

“But that isn't all. There are so many
technical things about mining that a man
has got to study it pretty thoroughly be-
fore he's able to tell just what's up when
he gets to the place that is mentioned in
the prospectus. If he isn't bright he can
be fooled as easily there as he can be
right here in New York. The thing may
be just as much of a swindle as if I got
out a prospectus and sold stock in a com-
pany that was going to make salt into
gold, but if it's a thousand miles from
nowhere it's going to be a good deal
harder to prove a swindle than the other,
isn't 1t?

“Of course, the crooks are on to this.
Some of the old wire tappers In conse-
quence are behind security companies
whose offices would make your eyes swim.
It's more of a gentleman’'s game, you see,
than the old one, and about the only per-
sons these fellows are afrald of are the
postoffice inspectors. But suppose they've
got a claim of some kind out in the
mountains in Nevada and suppose they
haven’'t. You can bet they've got some-
body out where they say the mine is lo-
cated keeping watch for any one nosing
around. They will have plenty of time
to close up shop, count all the cash and
make a good splitup. Is it any wonder
that they prefer mining to the other
thing?"’

As a general thing the man who is
fleeced in the mining game doesn’'t get as
much sympathy as the man who gets
tapped by the wire tappers. He will find
that the authoritles will first want to
know why he didn't Investigate the
scheme and its backers more. One of the
chief reasons why the mining swindler
enjoys such immunity from arrest lies in
the fact that the average investment is
not more than $100. The majority of the
victims live in small, places some dis-
tance from the man who is selling the
stock and have not enough at stake to
make them feel like spending much more
money to get it back. All this the mining
swindler takes into account.

It is likely that an increase in the num-
ber of postoffice inspectors will be asked
for at the next session of congress to
meet this emergency.

BABY SHOWS RESULT OF
UNIVERSITY TRAINING

Secret Is Divulged When Minister
Compliments Mother on Little
Tot’s Good Behavior Dur«
ing Christening -

Members of one of the local clubs
which maintains quarters on Hill street
are laughing at a good story told by a
prominent Los Angeles clergyman on one
of their fellow club members into whose
family a baby was born only a few

eeks ago.
wBoth tshe father and mother of the
young hopeful are university graduates,
and this fact the minister nlways brings
out in telling his tale. He says

“I christened the other day the first
baby of a college girl who is married to
a college man. Now babies usually cry
while they are being christened, but this
one was as qulet as a lamb. T roughout
the ceremony it smiled up beautifully
into my face.

“‘Well, madam,” said I to the young
wife at the christening’'s end, ‘I must
congratulate you on your little one's
behavior. 1 have christened more than
2000 bables, but I never before christened
one that behaved so well as yours.

“The young mother smiled demurely.

‘“‘No wonder he behaved well,’ she
said, ‘Hfis father and I, with a pail of
"l“"- ht.v‘ been practicing christening

or last ten days.’
""“" %}l rehearsing a baby for a
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FIRST SEES HIS
BABY BOY IN JAIL

WIFE FINDS MISSING HUSBAND
A PRISONER

Grover Gorman, Who Deserted Woman
a Year Ago, Weeps When the
Child Is Presented to
Him

Grover Gorman, held in the city jall on
a charge of burglary, has been a father
for elght months, but he did not know
it until yesterday when his wife visited
him in the city jail and pressed a laugh-
ing baby into his arms.

Nearly a year ago Gorman deserted his
wife, He is sald to have led the life
of a tramp from that time until a week
ago, when he was arrested, charged with
robbing the home of Mrs, Laura Flem-
ing, 8124 South Main street,

When taken to the police station Gor-
man gave the name of Charles Lynch
and declared his home was in the east
and that he had just come to Los An-
geles, ’

Yesterday Mrs. Gorman appeared at the
police station and requested aid in finding
her husband. The woman stated that
she was in need of funds and that she
had been left without money by her
husband.

The description she gave of the man
who deserted her tallied so closely with
that of the man in jail that Mrs. Gor-
man was taken in to see him,

When she recognized her hushand Mrs.
Gorman gave a cry of astonishment and
then ' pressed forward and placed her
baby in the man’'s arms.

“That {s your child,”” she said. ‘He
was born four months after you left
home."

Gazing at the woman and child Gorman
for a minute did not speak. Then tears
burst from his eyes and he bowed his
head to the breast of the little one.

Mre, Gorman left the jail after a short
conversation. with her husband. She In-
formed the police that ehe would en-
deavor to secure a divorce,

ASSESSOR'S REPORT SHOWS
BIG ,NCREASE FOR YEAR

By Assoclated Press.

SAN JOSE, Cal,, July 27.—The report of
County Assessor Spitzer for the present
year shows a large Increase over the as-
sessment of last year.

The real estate of the county aggregates
$35,922,270; improvements $16,808,265; per-
sonal property $6,577,910; total $58,308,574.

This does not include the rallroad
assessments by the stae board of equali-
zatlon, which will bring the figures up
to_$60,000,000.

The total last year was $57,600,000. The
acreage in vines is, 7330 and the number of
fruit trees in the county is 6,317,727
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UNWRITTEN
LAW OPPOSED

PROSECUTOR READY TO FIGHT
ESTELLE CORWELL

TRY TO PROVE SHE DESERTED
HUSBAND

Detectives Seek Willlam K. Schofield,
Alleged Husband—Attorneys Say
Woman Is Worse Than
Victim

Members of the city pmuecutlhlg at-
torney's office are preparing to fight any,
appeal which may be taken on the
grounds of the unwritten law in the
coming trial of Estelle Corwell, charged
with the murder of George T. Bennett,
the man with whom she was living, and
whom she is said to have slain during
a fit of Jjealousy.

According to Prosecuting Attorney
Fleming any appeal to the unwritten law
would be out of place in this case, and
if such an appeal is taken it will be
fought with all the resources of the
members of his staff.

The fact that Estelle
married In July, 1901, to
Schofield, and, so far as
never divorced from him,
prosecuting attorney in a fight against
such a plea, according to his depyties.
It is claimed the woman deserted Scho-
fleld to live with Bennett in the same
manner he deserted his wife to live with
her.

If this is found to be a fact the woman
will then be in the same category and in
an even worse light than the man she
killed, say the attorneys. Efforts are
being made by detectives to find Scho-
fleld, and if he is located it is thought
there will be a clear case against the
woman,

“Unwritten Law Not for Us”
‘When speaking of the unwritten law
vesterday Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Guy Eddie said:

“The Interests of good government de-
mand that the unwritten law be dis-
pensed with. It was made for a civili-
zation not like our own and is the ex-
pression of violent feelings’ which should
better be controlled by sane and sound
laws such as the American state pro-
vides,

“The unwritten law, if carried to the
point that many of its defenders desire,
would result in anarchy. Whenever peo-
ple taKe the law into their own hands
the judgment of ages is swept away in
one blind passion.

“From the facts as I know them, Mrs,
Estelle Corwell should be found guilty
of murder in the first degree.

“I believe the time for the unwritten
law has passed with the old economic
standing of women In the social order.
‘Women today show a much greater dis-
respect to the ideal of morals as fol-
lowed by our forefathers than ever be-
fore, and in my opinion this change on
the part of our women makes them
as amenable to the law as men. We
have courts of jystice which are made
to safeguard the rights of our people.

Sympathy Woman’s Defense
“Sympathy is always with a woman,
and this sympathy is the strongest de-
fense they have.

“Public opinion in America is against
free love, and it is right that it should
be. When Individuals are questioned
nine out of ten will admit that moral
laws are retreating with the advance of
woman's economic independence.

“In the case In question one woman
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was jealous of another and her jealousy
drove her to murder. Were this ap-
proved by the American people crime
would sweep over the country in a wave
that would startle our citizens.”
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PICKS UP CLOTHES FROM
FLEEING THIEF’S PATH

Alfred Sanftleben in Chase Through
Street Recovers His Ralment and
Returns Home Dressed, but

- Without Watch

A burglar, one evidently in need of
a change of clothing, entered the room
of Alfred G. Sanftleben in the Bethle-
hem Institute early yesterday morning,
and stol® a sult of underwear, a vest
and a shirt.

The man was seen by Sanftleben while
he was ransacking the room and the
owner sprang from his bed and gave
chase. Through the window dashed the
robber with Sanftleben in close pursuit.
Down the street they ran, the burglar
holding to the clothing as if life de-
pended on getting away with the gar-
ments, At last he dropped the shirt.
Sanftleben picked it up but continued
the chase. Then came the underwear,
which Sanftleben also gathered in, but
stuck to the trail of the thief. Last
of all came the vest, and seeing that
the thief had thrown away all the gar-
ments Sanftleben stopped, dressed and
returned to his room.

There he examined his possessions, but
found that he had stopped too soon. A
valuable gold watch which had been in
the pocket of his vest had been abstract-
ed by the thief during the chase.

There have been several small room
robberies in the vicinity of Bethlehem
institute recently, but in no case has
any large amount of money or valuables
been stolen.

ASK EXEMPTIONS
FROM SMOKE LAW

GAS COMPANY AND STEAM ROADS
v ARE HARD HIT

Health Department Will Call Indus«

trial Plant Engineers in Conference

to Draw Up Satisfactory Regu=
lating Ordinance

Pressure is being brought on the city
council by steam railroads and gas
companies to relax the provisions of the
proposed anti-smoke ordinance, so that
its force will apply only to locomotives
that are stationary, and will also ex-
empt gas plants, provided the latter have
high smokestacks.

This week a conference will be held
by members of the health board, repre-
sentatives of industrial plants and others
to discuss provisions of the proposed law.

City officials say they want the smoke
blanket removed from Los Angeles, but
they want to avold all the hardships
possible.

The two greatest hardships so far com-
plained of réfer to these two items.

Representatives of the steam roads say
that when a locomotive Is standing still
the engineer can prevent thick, black
smoke issuing from the stack for a
longer period of time than flve minutes,
but when in motion the prevention is
much more difficult. They think the
law ought to apply only to trains when
standing still

Gas company engineers say it is next
to impossible to make gas without smoke
under the process in use in Los Angeles.
The Los Angeles company has a stack
over 125 feet high at its Allso street
plant.

Health Officer L. M. Powers has all
along maintained that exempting these

high stacks has made enforcement d!
the law impossible in the past. All other
plant owners pointed to the gas com-
pany’'s stacks as ‘“horrible examples” of
nonenforcement, though the fact is the
high stacks were expressly omitted from
those declared to be violating the law.
The conference will determine the much
mooted point that if competent and care-
ful firemen and engineers only be em-
ployed in the boiler rooms there need
be no dense smoke—at least, not for
perfods of more than five minutes—and
it will be up to the companles to see
that they have not only competent men
who will fire ‘properly and scientifically,
but apparatus and burners correctly
made so that there will be perfect com-
bustion. No dark smoke results when
every particle of the fuel is comu.uod
by fire.
D e

BILLBOARD MEN RENEW
FIGHT ON LICENSE LAW

File Suit in Superior Court, Anklnﬁ
That Ordinance Be Declared Void
and City Officials Be
Restrained

Again Varney & Green are fighting the
new billboard ordinance. k
The bill posting firm of San Francisco
has filed suit in the superior court de-
manding that the ordinance be declared
null and void and that the city officials
be restralned from enforcing its pro-
visions. |
The outdoor advertising firm declares

that its profits scarcely exceed the licen!
fee of a cent a year per square foot im-
posed by the city council. The civie or-
ganizations, on the contrary, say the
posters can well afford to pay this
Members of the Outdoor Art l-M
assisting the city in getting evidénce
fight the case. In many large cities
leaguers have driven out the billb

WzMustRaise$6786 inThreeDays

New YorKk manager wires we must raise that amount by Thursday,
August Ist. Therefore commencing

Tomorrow Morning 8:00 A. M.

We offer you almost two dollars worth of merchandise for the price of one.

The May Co.

already the largest mer-
cantile concern in the
United States, owning
and operating stores in
most every city of any
size from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, is reorganiz-
| ing and increasing its cap-
ital stock for the purpose
of establishing wholesale
houses and factories for
the most of its products.
The present management
of this gigantic concern
have agreed to place a
certain amount of cash in
the treasury when the
new company takes pos-
session the last of this
month, and have given
orders to all May Co.
Stores to raise a certain
amount of cash.

We Must Raise
$10,000
This Month

In addition to our regular
business.

Men’s Suits

All late styles and weights for this season’s wear.

$8.00 Suits cut to $2.95 | $10.00 Sui
$12.00 Suits cut to $4.95 | $15.00 Sui
$18.00 Suits cut to $7.95 | $20.00 Sui

22.50 Suits cut to $9.95 | $25.00 Suits cut to  $11

$27.50: Suits cut t0....eses 0o

Pants
$1.50 and $2.00 Men's Pants......
$2.50 and $3.00 Men's Pants.
$3.50 Men's Pants only...c.coeaese
$4.00 Dressy Trousers....osveesess
$6.00 and $6.50 values.

2,000 Hats

$1.50 and $2.00 hats now for......
All the novelty shapes in gray,
and brown; wonderful
$3.00 Hats, all styles, only.

$3.50 and $4.00 Hats; thousands to select

framjiichoicess oo

Shirts

60c Work Shirts. ..
50c and: 60c Golf. Shirts. .eeececcss
e Ealy Shirte f s aiavn iy

BLO GOl Shitta, ts vt tatnioess

81:254Golt  Shirtse.ssiise
$2.00 Pongee Shirts.....coo0vveees

$3.00 Pongee Silk Shirts........cveveve.. . $1.45
$1.50—A big, choice assortment, including silk
cuffs attached and detached;

bosom,
shirts and other styles at........
$2.00 Shirts, scores of styles, mat
patterns ........cccoevnnnnnennns
65¢ Ribbed Underwear............
50¢c Medium Weight Underwear...
75¢ Ribbed Underwear....coeeeees
$1.00 Wool Underwear. as
$1.25 Wool Underwear..c...csesvs

tan, black
ralues; $2.50 and

$1.50—A gigantic
spring,
ts cut to $3.45

ts cut to $6.25
ts cut to $8.75

needle, heavy cotton, wool or rib-
bed; scores of different weaves at........75¢c

Handkerchiefs

10c White Handkerchiefs.......ceceecsens s 86
15¢ Colored Border Handkerchiefs
20c Linen HandkerchiefS..sscss00sacess<8 1-38
124c Linen HandkerchiefS...ccoeviueve.....63c

Four-in-Hand' Ties. .. esesassesesisn sl
30c Stylish Neckwear. . \vosusv s s doldosilos ai o Rne

showing of these values in

sl R

..22¢

5c

81225

i R a0k 50c Silk Handkerchiefs.....
b Neckwear
veves...$2.65 | 15¢ Silk Bow Ties....
ceeers..$295 | 35¢

Ay CORe Suspenders

3

c
50¢
50¢

75¢,

President-like

O O tn

$1.45

R

tevsn a8t
.39¢
.45¢
.69¢
Celsieiniaisisre IBC

10¢
50c Arm Bands.
25¢ Boston Garte

coat 25¢ Rubber Collars.......cv..
v e 88061 35c Work Shirts, 2iv
erials and
A s 980
ap .43c
PP
iiesiven 3786 | 25¢ Fancy Hosge foriivisivanesa

b via 990
LRt A e ien N

President Suspenders going for..........15¢

President Suspenders....... ... ddsss 396
$1.00, $1.25 and $1.50 Fancy Silk Sus-
penders, with gold buckles, for engraving,
QL& BE ONIN s o slnsisdinns sinisnnid atetkalo L E NI

Thousands of Necessities at Less
'!'han Cost

Arm Bands: i e s hideies s e e e s

$1 Wool Knit Sweaters......
$1.50 Wool Knit Sweaters. ...

10c Rubber Col]ars........................ 5c
15c Silver Colars. .. s« vosssssissssossnsibmbns

35c Imported Hose..
50c Imported HOSE. .. oeevvionanesnnanssnnsy

Suspenders. ..oy seiis 108
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Hosiery

Los Angeles Store
460 So.Spring Street

Los Angeles Store |

| A-Ygd’ 46050, Spring




