.

looks with admiration on Florence and

gives his heart to Venice. Ho is filled
with mystery from the very start aroused
by the thought that he Is to mee a city
bullt on Islands with water everywhere.
With this strangeness comes a feellng of
fear as he hands his luggage to a gondo-
ller and steps into the gondola wondering
how his gondolier will steer the light
flimsy ecraft through the many small
canals, for he has no light and the night
is dark. &

The gondoller gives His back to the
oar and they are off, The moon rays
play upon the waters giving them an Irl-
descent blue. The rocking of the gon-
dola from slde to side soon awakens a
feeling of calm and rest. The traveller ls
80 easily entranced by the mystery of
colour, sound and movement he wonders
it anything could disturb it when the
ery ‘“Ah Stall'” gtrlkes sharp upon his
ear. The cannl Is so narrow it seems im-
possible for two gondola to ride abreast
but the prow s turned aside and another
boat darts forth like a sea-gull playing
on the waters and passes safely.

When asked If it 1s not hard to man-
age one of the crafts the gondolier
answers: ‘It is all getting used to It.
You see we begin when we are little
boys; we start by rowing freight boats,
v7e live on the canals so much it is hard
to keep on land. We can almost feel
when a boat 18 coming before we hear
the cry ‘Ah! Stall.” "

The boat, with many twists and sudden
turns, Is carried through a long net-work
of canals. They pass a long row of gon-
dolas lined up before a large hotel. wailt-
ing to disembark. They turn a corner
and are now on the great canal, whose
broad waters shimmer ike many precious
gems with the light of the town and the
moon playing on the waters. Looking
ncross on one bank he mees the snowy
dome of a large church, on the other
many old palaces, once occupled by
grandees and princes, now remodeled to
meet the needs of English and Amerlcan
tourists.

Just before the traveller alights the
gondoller whispers to him, “8ir, don't
forget a pour-boire for the gondoller.”

CHE traveller ‘stands In awe of Rome,

Supper is eaten in haste, for the traveller {'
s anxlous to go out on the stone balconyi!

and enjoy the qulet beauty of that Ve

fee of which he has read and dré

A Is just getting to know. One by one
¢ stars have coms.ouf, they  have

sbangled the sky and changed the waters

0 a greenlsh hue. The Canal throbs
with sounds, there are many boats going
up and down carrying enthusiastic Amer-
feans and lively Hnglish, who glive vent
to their feellngs In such phrases “Isn’t
this just splendid,” ‘T like Venlce better
than any other city.”” ‘Charles after you
make your fortune let us come and live
here, and spend our old age riding about
3=, gondolns."

Their enthuslasm tempts him and he
hastens to get a gondola. He Instructs
the gondolier to take him to St. Marks
square. Nearlng the shore the gondolier
points out a large marble bullding say-
Ing that It 1s the Great Palace of the
Doges, on the other side is the splendid
National Library. Towering ahove these
bulldings are the golden Domes of St.
Marks Church and the great column
with the splendid clock. The doves have
gone to rest and the square Is given
over to pleasure-seekers; some are prome-
pading up and down, others are sipping
coffee and listening to the soft strains
of a mandolin orchestra.

History.

Venice and Genoa are the two Itallan
citles that from earllest times disputed
the rights of the sea. A desire to be
independent caused Venice to develop
by leaps and bounds, the people were 8o
proud of thelr own attainments they
bhad small desire to marry, even to asso-
clate with Italians of other citles, As
early as the tenth century Venice held
her own with the other citles of Italy,
many of the islands had been spanned
with stone bridges and 60 churches
réared “their proud heads. Every Island
bhad its own church, its own ecclesiasti-
cal director, and Tribune. These Tribunea
were exceedingly jealous of their power,
they elected the Doge with care and
when he tried to rule with a high hand¥
threw him in prison. The Lion became
the symbol of this city's power. One
aforped the Ducal Palace and into Its
jaws were thrown the charges brought
against her citizens. Thelr money bore
the same stamp.

This strength and desire to rule the
gea was expressed by a strange cere-
mony called the Wedding of the Bea.

It was the Doge Peter Orsolo II. who
on the ship called the Bucentaure threw
the first gold on the waves and thus
presided at the marriage of Venice with
the Adriatle. At this time Dalmatia
was brought under her rulé and by the
twelfth century the Adriatic became her
. domain.

It was not until a century later that
Venice became a real oligarchy under
Doge Peter Gradenigo. A law was
passed that only thote should be consid-
‘ered citizens who had fathers and grand-
fathers in the government, all others to
be excluded. This law caused great dls-
content among the people, but |, thelir
worda i#f opposition remalned unheeded.

Possessors of vast fortunes, the patri-
clans and rich merchants rivaled In
wildest extravagance, their money flowed
from the coffers as easlly as wines from

_thelr botties, and this desire for splendid
display resulted in making Venice the
most attractive’city of the world. The
most splendid palaces were reared along
the banks of the canals, thelr facades
were adorned with the richest arabesque
carvings, Handsome, gondolas and liv-
erled gondollers stood before the doors
for o, v, SR R
handsome ladies ric ,mﬂt A sk

‘and splendid jewels

! 10th Century

power: she boasted as having 200,000
inbabitants, she had 8,000 vessels and
85,000 marines, more than 45 gallles
mounted by ‘11,000 men protected her
commercial interests on the high seas.
When Constantinople was taken by the
Turks Venlce carrled off some of her
richest treasures and brought over By-
zantine artists to adorn St. Mark's and
her other churches.

Ancient Glass Making.

Though Venice contributed little that
was new to the art of glass-making no-
where else, not even among the Persians
and the Arabs, did it attain so great a
stage of perfectlon. Glass-blowing was one
of the earllest arts;” many of the largest
museums of America have speciinens
showing that the Hgyptlans and the Ro-
mans had great skill in blowing glass.
It 1s dificult to say when glass-making
was first begun {n Italy; some Itallan au-
thoritles say with the founding of the
city in-the fifth century. The oldest mo-
salcs that adorn the Cathedral of St.
Marks are those found at the entrance,
those representing the Christ, the Ma-
donna and 8t. Marks, They belong to the
but many say that this is
the work of glassmakers from the Orfent.

The government was anxlous to develop
the industry nud‘thcreforn granted these
corporations so many privileges that they
soon developed into monopolies. But these
factories burned so often that they threat-
ened the entire city and laws had te be
passed ordering the destroying of all fur-
naces on the Rialto and later limiting the
industry to the Island of Murano.

Marco Polo, the gon of an old patrictan
family, did more than all others to make
glassmaking a flne art. He went to Con-
stantinople where his brother Andrea had
a large trading house. He trafficked Inthe
Black Sea, in the region of the Caucasus
and the Volga. Among the Persians, In
India and Cochin China he saw beautiful
examples of glass-making and he brought
many fine samples and ideas on glass-
blowing back with him. He was called
the best citizen in Venice and his ser-
vices were rewarded by his being made
a member of the Great Councll. He urged
the glass-makers to experiment with the
enamels known to the Orient and not to
limit themselves to the making of fanta-
sles. The ul glass 1! ers
were exceedingly proud of their calling;
they were men of great wealth, and were
ranked as patriclans. They often spent
large ‘fortunes workimg out a new proc-
ess. They beld a firm position In so-
cloety and were allowed to marry thelr
danghters to noblemen.

Thelr skill soon became known in every
part of Rurope and the Orlent and glass

manuf of other ries offered
them large to tempt them away
from home. Council of Ten passed,

| -y
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Printing and Leather Work.

Leather-work and illuminating became
important crafts. The leather-work was
used for book covers and in the makiog
of furniture. Some of the lesther was
painted with dyes of
but the greater part wag*
signs were wonderdully graceful and
ed with the greateec filcety. Many of
books that could not be prin
luminated on parchment.
nators showed great dextesity in
dling of their brushes though
was not as fine as that dome by
entine and Roman Monks. The
tooling leather and binding books has
a great revival in Venice during the
Some of the finest hand-boun
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the following laws to put an end to these
allurcments. They said the#t if a glass-
blower took ‘any of the secrets of his
craft to any forelgn country he was to be
imprisoned and if he persisted in spite of
his imprisonment he was to be killed, In
gpite of this law some were tempted to
ll:;‘dn. China. Brussels, France and Bmg-

Though the Vemetlans succeeded In dis-
oovering few new colours they became
wonderfully successful in fashioning fan-
tastie shapes and' enhanciug thelr glass
with beautiful decorations. Some of the
designe etched into the glass and plates
are as fine and as exquisitely done =s
though they were paintings. They etched
on glass the most delicate and graceful
destgus; this was done with a dlamond.

such an important industry that speclal
laws were passed governing thelr manu.
fecture. In 1806 all the corporations were
abolished and thirty years later they were
limited to a dozen.

Modern Glass.

To-day the traveller finds plenty of shops
in historic palaces on the grand canal and
around Bt. Marks squares. The workers
at Murano are trying to revive the indus-
try of which their ancestors were rightly
proud, Though only the most skilled have
succeeded in blowing glass that will stand
muster with the work done some centurles
;fo much of thelr work is really credita.

. '

It takes from nine to ten years to
make skilled workmen. Many begin to
learn when they are nine, they study de-
siguing tn the achool of Murano and es-

sist the workmen. The men are usually
paid by the plece and skilled workmen
earn from four to five dollars a day.
This work appears simple to one who
has small knowledge of the craft but It
requires a tremendous amount of dex-
terity for one wrong twist will spoil a
vase nearly finished. The simple pleces
can be made by one man but the more
elaborate designs require an assistant,
The worker glves the shape required by
means of his blow-pipe and as the vase

Lace Making,

Thelr love for filnery led to the re-
vival of the lace-industry—especially the
Burano lace which was once known to
every fisher-woman on the Island.

The galleys of Venlce as eatly as the
15th Century téok rich lnces to all parts
of Europe. Thongh many kinds of laces

alone,

splendid pictures for nitars her architects
were busy drawing plans of beautiful pal-
aces anu great charchies. On either side

in his gondola he sees the Punto della
Balute and Dogana di Mare the principal
custem house in Venice. Beyond is the

della Balute.
in tbe style of the Lombare, and the Pal-
ace Vemir that jats only of the g

floor, though the buliding is planned on a
scale of great magnificence. On the same
bank 18 the ul Palace

which was built by a rich patrician in
the 17th Century. This is the bouse in
which Browning died. On the opposite
bank is the Palace Treves, largely known
becauss it con'sins Canova's last work
Hector and Ajax. The Palace Grimani is

the d t of the R ! type
and s adorned with splendid carvings.
St. Mark's.

But it is the 8t. Mark's square with the
gilded domes, broad place and high dlock
tower that tell the traveller about the
really great splendor of Venetian archi-
tecture. The history of this square is
long and glordons. If historical accounts
are accurate the remains of St. Mark were
brought from Alexander to Venice in
and the Venetlans bullt a small basilica
to contain them but this was soon after-
wards destroyed. It was in the 11th Cen-
tury that the Venetians raised a more
t to thelr patron saint.

were manufactured the real Vi 1
point was considered the handsomest and
was the most popular. Some of the fore-
most lace-makers in Italy amassed great
fortunes. Venetlan lnce was popular In
every court In Hirope. The - manufac-
tures of Ttallan laces rece'ved a great
blow when Colbert, seeing .what this In-
dustry would do for the exchequer of
France, brought over workers from Italy
and established lace Industries In his
own country. From this time the Itallan
industries began to decllne. By the mid-
dle of the 19th Century the making of
Venetlan lace was confined to the Island
of Burano but even this soon fell into
decay. The lust twenty years have seen
a great revival In the making of Venetlan
lace. In 1872 some of the lace manu-
facturers began to revive the Industry
by copying old designs. A school was
started with twenty young women and
it was not long before others joined the
class,

A few years ago a great storm swept
across the Island of Burano whieh
threatened the simple fsher-folk with
starvation. When the Queen of Italy
and some of her friends beard this sad
news they suggested that the women
should be set to dolng the needle-work
known to thelr great grandmothers.
There was only one old woman who
still knew how to do the Burano lace
and she was too old to teach. A woman
was gent to her and watched the old
lady while she made the lace and in
turn taught It to her puplls. It is diffi-
cult now to find & woman on the Island
who can not make this lace and many
of the most beautiful designs that were
completely forgotten are now belng re-
vived,

The Italian Renaissance did more than
perfect the arts of glass-blowing and lace-
making. It was the Venetlan press that
printed the first books written In Italian
and Greek. One Alde Manuce under the
patronage of Isabel d'Hste b a

Many historians belleve that architects
were ught from C X to
plan this noble church but Cigognara and
others belleve that though Baint SBaphie
gerved them as a model is was wholly the
work of Venetian architects. It fs likely
 they learnel from the Byzantines how to
make their great gilded domes and thelir
rich mosalc figures. It Is quite certaln
that two of the columns which adorn the
churech were h: from Co

there was another colump but at the
time it was transported it fell into the
water. The one is adorned with the
statue of 8t. Theodore, the patron of the
city, the other has the winged lion and
is the emblem of Bt. Mark, These with
the splendid bronze horses were aftor-
wards brought to Parls by Napoleon but
wera later restored to their righttul place.
With these great bronzes are the rieh’
mosates that adorn the church without
and within. The two mosalcs represent
the embarkment of the body of Bt. Marks
at Alexander and the disembarkment in
Venice. The oldest on the facade is of
the 13th Century and represents the bring-
ing of the Saint's relics to the chureh. All
the arches and cupolas of the church are
adorned with rich mosaics. The oldest
dates from the 12th Century and

sent scenes from the Old Testament.

altar s decorated with pillara. of ala-
baster, four of these pillars were
from the Temple In Jerusa'em. Here I8
also found a mosaic portrait of $t. Mark
get with many kinds of preclous geme.

Palace of the Doges.

It was In the Palace of the Doges that
the laws were passed which made
strength, the intrigue and ecrime
clty. T
burned twice.

i

presses strength and the in
splendor, Every room Is hea o
rated with paintings that cover
and the cellings. Palntings that

press In Venice where were printed the
works of Plato, Aristotle and Bophocles.
In 1404 the brothers de Gregorils printed

Print-

takes on the right shape the

‘hands him lumps of glass on the end of

an iron rod. With these lumps the glass-
blower makes dragons, sea-monsters,
flowers and leaves used as ornaments and

Before the vase is cool he can

‘add gold foll, v

a very tiful copy of Herod
ing would have developed rapidly but the
Popes were anxious to be the sole pos-
sessor of rare books and did thelr best
to put down ihe art of printing, Though
the books printed were few they were

are salots and
divinities; here Neptune, Mars
stand guard, The apartments

by a long flight of steps called the &
of the Grants 'h:"d. one of 1l

the clty and the government,
a by C




