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Brl-d Summary of Preceding Parts

cPherson comfortably seat-
! and gazing out of a window at passing

, apparently oblivious to any appre-
hension. of arrest,

His behavior was explained when, —upon
mhe officers approach, he stood up and

point of coming down to
the Venture, to give myself he l:airl,
before the young commander eoﬂ:]-peak

intention, then,”

smile, and sat down to write a report of the
capture, to be dehm to tend

the emy. ;

They arrived during one of the recitation
hours, and there were few in sight
when they landed; but these few made haste
to draw near as the captive was marc|
on his way to the superintendent’s office.

M on scanned their faces narrowly.
He wag gratified to discover one of “our fel-
lows” among the number. To this boy, Rob-

detained in the su-
perintendent’s office, Berkley loitered about in
view of the entrance. en McPherson came
out, this time alone, the marities havin,
been sent back to their vessel, he was chew-
ing on_one corner of a crumpl’ed piece of pa-
rer. h’l'hiu he threw car y aside as he
eft the buildi

seven other boys to join in the scheme. “T have anticipated your
name, i Jour, 0

e "‘,.,"aem :hu‘::: mhed the officer. “Consider yourself un-
drap overheard of thel
and an- m fo the men- McP] urmpp]ooed he woslnd be marchfid
tion of the Venture, he having use for jJust = |a instanter. Instead of Command-
such a A er t ordered him to6 stand wi he was,
The boys had all wondered what the tramps and, by a t gesture, the

i an 2 bajl aeves .4 DS § p close eyes on the prisoner.
until the day McPherson went That Then t % fin b0, ihe du{ 5

t two of the tramps, the Detwiler the an'd““k wen p | bé!‘f.he

brothers, were very busy avér a pw'hlr).' . % .md'red, Ry o e
when - completed, Ricketts put_ in coat - -f scene, an inqui wi ler e two com
pocket. ter the man was asleep panions of the runaway were in the house.
Abstracted paper ‘pecket and | 5. had been seen thercabouts.
foand ft web sn outlined Mip of L6 SET The elerk could tell him nothing; the pris-
by cosst town, Petoskey, showing especlally ner had- entefed the hotel ‘only s few ~
":h: nnm“m& o ?}efm, and had come alone. Up to this ma-
"m boy suceeeded restoring the map | ment the clerk had paid no pa atten-
to the sleeping man's pocket, &nd In tion to him, believing him“to be over from
morning, be and discussed the mat-

“All we know 1s guesswork,
and they were com-

pelled to awalt developments.

Meantime events were happening elsewhere
that were destined to bring the affairs both
and of the runaway boys

s & =
CONTINUED FROMSLAST SUNDAY

CHAPTER XIII.

COMMANDER BRANT SUBJECTS LOFTY'S
AGENT TO AN INQUISITION.

HE map prepared by the Detwiler
brothe‘:-np for Mr. Ricketts had
shown the Westbrook School-boat
at anchor off the wharves of Pe-
toskey. This had been the resting-
place of the Venture since the day

succeeding the escape and flight of Lofty Ran-

kin and his two associates.

While the chase was kept up, the excite-
ment in the little world which the academy
composed remained unabated. When, to all
outward appearances, the faculty gave up as
vain the attempt to recapture the fugitives,
the excitement simmered down to an occa-
sional wordy discussion among “our fellows”
as to the ultimate chances of the runaways.

“I don’t believe the profs will make any
further effort to catch them,” maid Robert
Berkley, who had cowposed one of the group
which had urged Ewen and McPherson to
visit the guard-house that fateful night, and
o had involved them in Lofty’s escape. “I
believe they've given up the bunt already.
All the caWets and cadet officers have been
called in; and two days have passed without
any clue being obtained.”

“1 guess they've got away, sure emough,”
agreed Amicus Dowe, who had been another
of Lofty’s sympathizers,

Th‘,',‘ was the general opinion of “our fel-
lows,” and they plumed themselves on the
distinction which, as the intimates of the
{gphvea, the escapade of the three boys gave

em.

Judge, then, of their unallo regret
learn that one of the fufitivu,l:id been l':
prehended even while they were pronounc-
ing upon the, runaways’ t good luck and
good management in elnq pursuit,

The capture was effected y a party of ma-
rines from .the school-boat The hunt after

the runaways had not been allowed to inter|

fere with the appointed s

"h.i-; u t" Po! course of events in
e Venture, in accordance wi

of the faculty for the sum::::wcrzhiszp]b':.

d
moved over to on- th ¢
ﬁtﬁngcolrgpom“d

daznhh btexfxln thet v&ork of

ut five of the vessel’s ere i

at Westbrook. The boatswain l.t:i m

n“uu:yzretgua?vnzd on boarg, and were to

constitute the Venture's i

ntc:)nchorn(éﬁ ﬂ}ie town(i P00 hlle. W 1oy
mmander Brant divided his ti

equally between the a y nm‘im :h:\b::'.lt

lage, whither he went two or three times a

day to oversee the work of equipping the ves-

It was in the afternoon of the third da:
after the flight of Lofty and his intimateay.
and Commander Brant was down in the Ven-
ture’s hold, superintending the stowing away
of some part of the Venture’s equipment,
when Boatswain Durkee came hurrying below
with the report that one of the marines, who
had just returned from shore, having exe-
cuted an errand, reported that he had seen
one. of the runaways “gtanding in front of a
hotel up town.”

Brant came up out of thé hold and insti-
tuted an inquiry on deck.

“Standing in" front of a hotel,”
he, when he had listened to the re of the
marine.  “That doesn’t look 1 running
away. Did you which of them it was?”’

The marine h&d recognized the fugitive. It
was McPherson. .

Taking two of the marines and the boat-
swain, the™ommander went ashore. When
they approadhed the hotel, which was located
several blocks back from the water front, he

| seen to scurry away in ‘op)

ted |it up with the t‘!fd,lntlllon that,

the_ academy on leave.
cPh was a little nettled, because

erson
the Venture's first officer did not ti

and walked away, in the full

sight of a group of officers, who stood near by,

waiting to enter the office in response to a
summons from'the superintendent.

Berkley - did not follow McPherson, who

walked straight away without looking back

Instead, Ber tinued to loiter, on the

him instead of the clerk. The young com-

pretense of hnvi/qg also to report to

|'4J Wty Bl

5 The erumpled paper
T 4 hed dez;pe,a.

4

liad 1bat

]

mander’s course of p

he 1;:

on

not prepared to place much reliance
statement of the prisoner,

“It won’t be any use for him to look for
the other fdl_owl," McPherson remarked, to

the boatswain, who noo_]c‘l!' at hilhelbog;
“They are a good many miles from here
this time, probably. The fact, 1, 1 don't

d.
kee was not one of “our fellows,” and he
did not have a very high regard for that co-

terie.

‘When Brant turned from the desk, he went
Mo the side door and gave sdme order to the
two marines there. ey were immediately
ite directions—

.

rt any intelligence of the missinz.ones.
R the i the boatawain, with Com-

mander Brant in the lead, McPherson was
TN RS wehath Bosts e S e

the prisoner was given a chance to tell his

story.

* McPherson Jarptested that he had been wan.
dering around in the woods ever since his
escape_from the academy. He declared that
he had not intended to run away, but had
acted only on the impulse of the moment. He
told how Lofty had effected an escape from
the guard-house, independently of any aid
from_either him or Ewen, and succeeddd jn
ocnvineing the officer of the fact.

When he averred, however, that during the
night he had become sepa.aied from his fel-
low tives, and had since been wandering
aiml drolbont from ong to an-
other, Commander Brant did not attempt to
conceal his disbelief in the yarn.

"Ikt s a miracle, McPherson,” ¥e drily re-
marked, “how you managed to avoid the
gearching parties that occupied the whole
country you -say. you have traversed. You
don’t look very badly fagged out, either.”

cPherson stuck to hig story, and wound

‘ NaAd to
weary of the e was p A
undergo, and regretting from the first his at-
tempt at flight, he had ret:rned to the vil-

the academy, because I'd rather un-

know where they are myself.”

MecPherson hﬁh&d ample time to prepare [
his story, and this was a part of it.

The %uwm gave no answer. Perhaps
he entertained much the same opinion of
Thad’s ity that his der did. Dur-

Of course they returned 3
empty handed, and without being able to |,

perint. t, till the officers had gone into
the room.

Then he hastily secured the crumpled pa-
per McPherson had dropped, and retired with
itt;)the privacy of his own room in the bar-
racks.

This is what McPherson had written on
the paper:

“I have just told Salisbury a fairy tale, and

he believes it. = I gave myself up for a pur-
pose. I am to be let go on parole. Meet me
in_my room tonight, and bring the followi
fellows with you: Dowe, tone an
Guipe. Will thed explain all. Rankin and
Ewen regards.”

Berkley destroyed. the note, and set out
forthwith to- find the three boys , an

apprigse them of what was in the wind. *
WHAT USE M'PHERSON MADE OF HIS

PAROLE.

XCEPTING the three prospective mu-
i)

mi
tineers named in McPherson’s note,
the friends of Robert Berkley and
Berkley himself, none of “our fel-
Tows”” ted the truth relati
Thad’s return to Westbrook.

The story of his apprehension quickly gain-
ed currency, and, as everybody could see
that McPherson really had thrown himgelf
in the way of capture, nobody doubted the
truth of his story that he had had enough of
trying to run away, and was going now to
try to redeem himself in the eyes of the facul-
ty and the eadet officers. /

The majority of “our fell

”»og e

patignce, an r
by | the Wwork he had in hand.

- | did not dare to show a light.

the su-|ed

late_his parole, and the fact established &
mask for the agent of the chief wrong-doer

| Which he was/quite unscrupulous enough to

take advantage of. "

i Thadet_itevd"tblt night for the chosen four

in the solitude of his room, on the second

flogr of theddormitolg posmessing his ml!iu
b i himself for

“Dowe and Cra i
hi 'e“ g = nstone and Gui

d d i i
ably to Lofty epended on to listen favor-

bly ¢ fty’s scheme, If they decide to
give it their lnpmwrt, why, then I'll under-
take to see the thing through to the end.”
ive or six times he I at his watch.
noting the flight of time. No hour had been
mmted for the rendezvous, but the four
could be trusted to make their way to
the trysting spot at the earliest convenien
moment.

Dowe was the first to arrive. He came tip-
toeing into the room in his stocking feet, and
took a seat without uttering a loud sound.
Five minutes later Cranstone_ pushed opem
the door dnd entered, and clse upon his
heels came Guipe and Berkley.

“All quiet along the line?” queried Me-
Pherson, when Guipe had softly closed and
Jocked the door. i

The answer was one of assent.

It was dark within the room; the plotters
They. drew as
t t. and, prompt-
by an_interrogatory “Well?” from Cran-
stone, McPherson began his recital.

He told of the repm6h which he ind Ewen
had made with Lofty at the camp of Ricketts
and how they had received shelter there.
Then he went on td7give the details of Lofty’s
plot to seize the Venture. He presented all
the arguments in favor of the conspiracy
which Lofty had himself used, framing his
whole statement with splendid impartiality.

When he had done, his auditors understood
perfectly what the sches was, and under-
stood, moreover, that it was Lofty’s scheme,
and that McPherson did not affect to stand
sponsor for it. 7

It took over an hour to round up the dis-
course, and during all this time the auditors
listened with breathless attention, The mag-
nitude of the scheme did not appall them, but-
rather appealed to their craving for intrigue
and adventure—just as Lofty Rankin had
known it would. The difficulties in the way,
which Lofty appeared to have foreseen and
provided for without exception, involved risk,
but risk, with a fair chance of gain, was me:
and drink for Lofty’s adherents.

Dowe, who proved himself the most dis-
creet of any of the four listeners, had a few
questions to ask when McPherson’s tale was
told, and, receiving satisfactory replies there-
to, announced that he was willing to enlist in

closely togetRer as they could

the %ro osed undertaking. Guipe, Cranstone
and Berkley were equally complia
“If _you have e up your min then.”

said
in three more t‘el]nws,I and effect our: escape
from the academy. It must be done, too,
between now and twelve o’clock tomorrow
night, They are pushing the work of-fitting
out the schookboat, and it avon’t do to delay
another twenty-four hours. T noticed today,
while I was on board the Venture, that the
stores were coming aboard at a lively rate,
and probablﬁeethe work of provisioning the
vessel has n concluded. By tomorrow
night they’ll have her hauled up at the coal
docks, and the bunkers will be full. If we
can pounce down upon her while she is lyin
at the dock it will simplify the attack a goog
ggxl.d. If not, then we'll have to carry her by

arding.

“Ten of us onght to be able to do it against
the force they keep on board the boat,” said
Dowe. “The trouble, it seems to me, will bp

d | to muster in the other three fellows we want,

and get away in a body. Recent events have
made the profs
to watch us fellows.”

ights 5
M You are right,” assented McPherson. “To

away in a Rod; is the mt:rlpo &e shall have
to pass. s for mus in the necessa
thnfanl‘!l have to leave that to you. g
wouldn’t be policy for me to seen arguing
with any of our fellows after what has hap-
pened. I’'m out of the guard-house on parole,
remember, and I've got a string tied to me.”
His satellites were confident of their ability
to n]::.mmpluh the req k of filling their
renks.

“] presume,” said Guipe, “that you want
us tox:nlist fellows, who, like ourselves, 'v‘o
board a steam ves-

had some experience on
u:l. There's Alf

in helping to work a ¥
en‘%grtnnd and  Mackey. Jvill do,” then, if
s s B o]

were ed with Thad, and they kept
away from him, which was precisely what
Thad hoped they would do,

Cranstone and Guipe, coached by  Dowe,
whe was a youth exceedingly wise in the way
of mischief-making, also held aloof, awaiting
the hour when they were to meet the emis-
gary of the chief conspirator in secret con-
fe

vence. . .

McPherson, by right of his parole, was al-
lowed ta resume his studies, which he affected
to do with ardor, He was conscious that he

any obj McPher

gon. "Ahﬁ the other one?”
The_third name proposed was that of Ter-
ence - Brophy, who, in spite of the fact that

he one of “our fellows,” was advanced

among the Westbrook boys in the theoretical
and practical*knowledge of a marine engine,

these mhﬂ been en of" by

Tofty in hig i tions to M hﬂgnm

izy u-pechhy McPherson wag Batisfied that

fty would approve of the crew he was to

hig command.

find at
uipped with many suggestions as to ho
thfqthro‘z_e additional conspi bo

was co! ly under supervision by his offi-
sars byt the fact. did not trouble_him asy:

lage, determined to giv £ to the | The ¢ re within y were go
ﬁ.r‘; officer that -houldeuppe-r. o few -in number that, by the exercise of ordi-
“I cam® over here, instead of goimg’up to mgéon. they could d disperse

wit) er;
one of

der arrest. I think I deserve it,” he said.
The Venture’s commander suppressed. a

No cadet of Westbrook, not even
ever been hwwn to vio-

“our fellows,” had

e iy MG
tl , but he on
his. Observations £ distan

rom a ce.
their initiative from him, not a sign made
o bim to indiess How affairs were Drogress:
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7 he told *

cPherson, “all that remains is to take -

and dth e flunkeys lie awake -

muster in three more good fellows, and get ~



