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DEAD IN BOYERTOWN THEATER FIRE MAYNUMBER 170
ROBE GUILTY

OF MURDER IN
FIRST DEGREE

JURY CONVICTS ACCOMPLICE
OF MESKIL

PRISONER RECOMMENDED TO

MERCY OF COURT

Verdict Brought in After Four Hours-

Deliberation and Time for Sen-

tence Fixed for Sat.

urday Next

As he occupied his little Iron-barred
cell In the county Jail last night Rolla
Robe, the accomplice of Daniel F. Mes-
kll, looked Into the future and Its dark

shadows gave no hope to his heart. In

his mind there was pictured the grim,

forbidding walls of the state prison,
where the balance of a life which has
passed but twenty-two years on this
earth must be spent, far from the loving

wife and child who have sat with him day

by day In the crowded court room en-
deavoring to aid him In his trial or cheer
the last few hours of comparative liberty.

The twelve men who have listened for
almost three days to the testimony of
many witnesses in the trial left the court
room for the little chamber at the west

side of the hall at 4:30 o'clock yesterday

afternoon, there to consider and decide on
a verdict. Almost four and a half hours

later they returned to their seats and

the verdict, which was reached only after

much argument, wa read, finding the
prisoner guilty of murder in the first
degree, but with recommendation for
mercy.

Robe sat with staring eyes and pale
cheeks as the verdict was read, while the
little brown-eyed wife gave way to the
grief she has checked during the long

hours of her husband's trial.

Both Sides Argue
The 'day in court was taken up with

argument for and against the prisoner.
Deputy District Attorney Edward J.
Fleming addressed the jury first. He told
the twelve men they must weigh the evi-

dence brought forth regarding the move-
ments of the defendant on the night of
November 30, and explained to them that
he and they were acting as servants of
the county. Referring to the prisoner's
wife and baby, he declared that If the
jury (lid not enforce the law because of

mawkish sentiment life and liberty would
rot he safe in the community.

Mr. Fleming gave statistics to show
that there were more murders committed
in Chicago In 1005 than In either London
or Paris, with their larger populations,
and said the reason was because the law
is enforced In" the British isles and in

France.
• "There has been Interjected In this ease

an Incident." declared Mr. Fleming, "for
the purpose of arousing sentiment. This
little child that has been toddling

around the room was brought here for
that purpose, and the child is not the
offspring of Rolla Robe."

Mr. Fleming declared a look over the
audiences In all great eases would show
faces of men who are murderers at heart,
who are there to learn whether the au-
thorities are in earnest, whether the po-
lice are easy or whether the jury Is in-
fluenced by mawkish sentiment.
"ItIs no defense for a person engaged

with another in robbery to say that he
did not intend to take human life. This
defendant is either guilty of murder In
the first degree or he should be given
his freedom."

Mr. Fleming reviewed the evidence In
detail and ridiculed the Idea that Robe
could not find employment after living

nineteen years In Los Angeles if he had
lived an upright life. He declared the
evidence proved that Robe had engineered
the robbery of the Garleman grocery.

Speaking of Robe's testimony he said
his experience In the district attorney's
office and as city prosecutor had proved
to him that a man who tried to tell a
falsehood on the stand could not "make
good."

Reviews Evidence
' He went over In detail the mad ride pf
Robe and Meskll and ridiculed Robe's
story that lie wanted to go home then
but was forced to continue by Meskil.

Arthur L. Veltch of Robe's counsel
followed - Mr.' Fleming. He related the
circumstances of the meeting between
Meskll and Robe and declared the former
had fed his companion on whisky for
hours before the robbery In order to place
him In a condition where he could not
resist. lie had discovered Robe had no
money, said the attorney, "and at last
you can Imagine the boy saying, 'All
right. I'll do It.'

"Then, to keep the young man from re-
gretting his promise, he fed him on. In-
toxicants." i •"."_:.

Mr. Veltch declared the district attor-
ney hart not shaken the testimony of
Robe while he was on the stand, but had
only made his statement appear the more
truthful.

The failure of ' the Garleman robbery
and the fall from the buggy on Central
avenue, said Mr. Veltch. sobered Robe,
and when, he told Meskll he was going
home it was evident the boy had with-
drawn. "Why did he follow Meskil?" ho
demanded; "because M.*.kil said. 'All
right, come on.' and the boy believed they
Were going home, and he went."

Says Police Misstated Facts
;.. Mr. Veltch closed at 3 o'clock and was
followed by Mr. Spring, with whom he is
associated. Mr. Spring pointed out whathe termed the discrepancies In the testi-
mony of the police officers, and declaredthey were especially Interested in thecase because the dead man was also a
police officer. "1 do not say they lied;"
he said,."but I say they made mistakes
in their statements." ... .'• v

li* many of.the details of the story of
Robe's movements, he said, no discrepan-
cies are found,v but he declared when a
man Is taken to the city jail ho is not
given Hi. opportunity a man Is given In
the superior court to.make his state-
ments. In the jail, ho declared, his state-
ments are made under \u25a0 abnormal condi-
tions. "-••\u25a0\u25a0 f-;."'\u25a0,.

Referring to the testimony of witnesses,
he said that of Miss Miller, who was near
the scene of Ha- crime,-proved,that she
was misled as to what she saw, and ho
declared .that Alfred S. Hamilton, th..
fireman, 'was .visionary and had no con-
ception of what occurred, except the one
tact that he recognized Rolla Robe in a
glance. i''Maybe he did not lie,*' sal.l 'the
attorney, ;'but; ho didn't; know what he
was talking about." ,-'.'\u25a0.,'.**,'- '\u25a0" :\u25a0'\u25a0'..:•

He' believqd , that {when Robo ran from

COUNT BONI ADMITS
HE SPAT IN PRINCE

DE SAGAN'S FACE

Castellane and His Brother Appear In

Court to Answer Charge of

Assault Preferred by
Cousin -

Br' Associated Press.
PARIS, Jan. 14.—Count Bonl de Castel-

lane and Count Jean de Castellane. his
brother, appeared in court today to an-
swer the charge of assault brought by

Prince Hello de Sagan, their cousin.
Count Bonl admitted that he had spat

In his cousin's face, but only after provo-
cation. Owing to the absence of the
count's attorney further hearing was
postponed until February 4. \u25a0

RAILROAD
COMMISSION

WILL ACT
REBATING TO BE CONSIDERED

BY BOARD i

.
Action of Southern Pacific and Santa

Fe, Which Have Confessed to Fa.
voring Certain Shippers, Will

Be Considered

By Associated Press.

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. Members of
the state railroad commission met here
today for the purpose of taking up the
matter of rebates by the railroad com-
panies on shipments that are confined to
the state.

The Southern Pacific and Santa Fe com-
panies, through their traffic officials, have
confessed to the interstate commerce
commission that they have been in the
habit of granting rebates on continuous
shipments Inside the state lines, and the
Interstate commerce commission has been
unable to put a stop to the practice.

The California railroad commission sees
no way to punish tho companies* for these
acts and has asked Attorney General
Webb for an opinion as to the way to
proceed to put a stop to the practice.

The attorney general will prepare ,an

opinion to be presented to the commis-
sion later. The matter of allowing ship-

pers the right to argue against any con-
templated change In rates, and the matter
of demurrage on cars held by shippers,

will also bo considered by the commls-
Bloners. * -
Summary of the News

FORECAST
For Los Angeles and vicinity:

Clearing, colder Wednesday; brisk

west winds. Maximum tempera-

ture yesterday, 61 degrees; mini,

mum, 49 degrees.

LOCAL
Marian K. Marvin loses her suit for

$76,000 in slander case. Is awarded $1.
Legal battle for possession of baby

ends in favor of. father.
Rolla Rob. convicted by jury of murder

In first degree. Must serve life term.

Male Bennett, fiancee of George Ben-
nett, faces rival on witness stand.

Three Mexicans charged with libel ar-
rested and held In city jail.

Frightened team Is stopped by patrol-

man. • ; *
Long Beach man invents/process to re-

claim arid lands. .
Maniac at receiving hospital attacks at-

tendant but is overpowered after ter-
rific tight.

Wife applies for complaint charging
husband threatened -life. \u25a0

Harbor needs discussed by government
engineers during meeting at San Pedro.

Inquest held by coroner's Jury over
body of street car robber, and men who
killed highwayman are commended.

FOREIGN
Japanese cabinet in open revolt

threatens to resign; three ministers
quit their positions.

German count says he believes Presi-
dent Roosevelt caused " world-wide
financial panic.

Sailors from Admiral Evans' fleet,
now anchored .it Rio Janeiro, engage In
brawl with Portuguese boatmen.

Representatives of new sultan of Mo-
rocco arrive In Paris and promise that
treaty will he observed.

Asiatics to be excluded from South
Africa. \u25a0>'

Several persons drowned while skat-
ing in Paris.

Relative of Lord Kitchener ends her
life in Port of Colon.

Count Bonl de Castellane and' his
brother appear In court to ar.iwer to
charge of assault preferred by their
cousin.

COAST '.¥\u25a0*•*.".
Legislature of Nevada in session at

Carson considers formation of body of
state rangers I i prevent trouble in
mining districts.

Immunity Is-refused Abe Ruef, for-?
mer political boss of San Francisco, by
judge Dunne of superior court.

Chinese murdered at Redding and
bis body'is cut to pieces. . .

Court appoints receiver for wrecked

San Francisco bank. -, \u25a0 v__

Two hundred pounds of dynamite

stolen from hardware store In Gold-
field. \u25a0-\u25a0 '\u25a0.<\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0

Stockmen In convention, at ' Helena
demand free range. ,

President Moyer of Western Federa-
tion of Labor says Roosevelt owes the
organization an apology.

Prosecutor Heney sparing for time

in Oregon land fraud cases.
EASTERN

'
Dead In theater tire in Pennsylvania

will number 170. .V'V* Vs'f...y;. :yyy
Army of unemployed . men, thinly

.lad, marches through snow In St. Louis'
to ask mayor for work.
'\u25a0• Defense in Thaw trial calls witnesses
to prove that prisoner was Insane when
he killed Stanford White.. '.V --...-•
.'President Roosevelt to confer . with
railroad vice - presidents -i,regarding
operation of roads. ;"\u25a0-\u25a0' \u25a0'A...--
--'.'.Grip pel causes scarcity \u25a0 of school
teachers in Chicago. ,

WITNESSES
TERM THAW

A MANIAC

TEACHER AND NURSE SAY LAD
WAS IRRATIONAL

;

INSANITY HEREDITARY IS AS-

SERTION

Jerome Has Portion of the Evidence
Barred on Ground That Knowledge

' Was Gained In Professional
Capacity

By Associated PrfM.
NEW YORK, Jan. 14.—The attorneys

for Harry K. Thaw at his trial today be-
gan relentlessly to build up the case of

legal Insanity which they have Interposed
In his behalf as a defense for the killing
of Stanford White. V
iThe two principal witnesses of the day

were Prof. Charles H. Koehler of Win-
ona, Minn., who qctcd as instructor to
Thaw In the Wooster, Ohio, university In

,1886, and Mrs. Amy Grosette of San Ma-
teo, Cal., who attended Thaw as a
trained nurse at Monte Carlo In 1897.

Both told of tin* young man's eccentric-
ities and declared that his manner al-
ways was Irrational.

Dr. John T. Deemar of Ktttannlng, Pa.,
one of the Thaw family physicians, also
was heard, as were the attendant physi-
cians of three Institutions for the Insane,
where members of the Thaw family, of
both the paternal and maternal sides,
were confined. '

District Attorney Jerome, by unexpect-
edly invoking the sacred privilege of
physicians and patients, blocked much of
the tesltmony as to unsoundness of mind
In the Thaw family, but the calling of
witnesses and the questions they were al-
lowed by the court to answer, left the
desired Impression upon the jury.

Jerome Scores Point'

Mr. Jerome explained that the law com-
pelled him to object to such testimony
without an express waiver from the pat

tlent. Even the nurse who attended
Thaw was not allowed to testify until
Thaw personally had made a waiver of
the confidential 1 Alleges i-.i open court.

Dr. Deemar was the first witness called
to the stand today. Dr. Deemar testified
that he treated Harry K. Thaw for St.
Vitus' dance and measles. He repeated
this testimony and told also of attending

members of the Copley family, the moth-
er's branch of the defendant's anteced-
ents. Dr. Deemar said a brother of the
elder Mrs. Thaw became an Imbecile.

Alienists Present -''"\u25a0-

--:\u25a0 Dr. C. G. Warner of Blngbamton, N. V.,
and Smlthely Jelllfte, two alienists of the
defense, were present. Dr. Deemar was
asked as to the present mental condition

and whereabouts of John Ross, a paternal
cousin of the defendant, but District At-
torney Jerome objected on the ground

that the doctor obtained his Information
while acting In a professional capacity

and It would require a waiver from his
client before he could testify.

Justice Dowllng sustained the objec-

tion over the protest of Mr. Littleton.
On cross examination District Attorney

Jerome drew out the fact that Henry

Copley, while incapacitated for mental
work, was never confined In an asylum.

MYSTERIOUS LOAN
MADE BY OIL TRUST

William G. Rockefeller Examined by

Government Regarding Millions
Obtained by Barnsdale, Sup.

posed Secret Buyer

By Associated Press.
NEW YORK, Jan. 14—More than 99 per

cent of the oil business in Colorado, Wy-

oming, Utah and New Mexico is con-
trolled by the Standard Oil company, ac-
cording to testimony adduced today at
the hearing of the government's suit to

dissolve the corporation.

William G. Rockefeller, Jr., was ex-
amined regarding a $2,00,000 loan made to

a Mr. Barnsdale, who the government ls
trying to prove is a secret buyer for the

Standard Oil company in western Penn-
sylvania. \u25a0.*;' '\u25a0'\u25a0' ''"','

In 1903 alone the lo?-.is to Barnsdale are

said to have reached $7,000,000, upon which
practically no Interest was charged. , Be-
yond saying that the $2,000,000 was se-

cured by mortgage bonds of the Kansas

Natural Gas company and the Pittsburg

Oil and Gas company, together with
mortgages on real estate and coal lands,

Mr.- Rockefeller .aid he had little knowl-
edge of the transaction, and referred Mr.
Kellogg, the government attorney, to

oth>- officers of the company.
Tht hearing will continue tomorrow.

Deputy Sheriff Slain ,*.-.-\u25a0''
By Associated Press, .y... »

DENVER, Jan. 14.—William Otto Shl-
rey, deputy sheriff and chief clerk to

Sheriff Alexander Nlsbet, was found dead
by his young sons this morning at his
residence, 2800 Curtis street. Ho had

been shot in the neck when kneeling be-

fore the bookcase. Mrs. Beatrice Gordon,

who , was discharged yesterday as a
housekeeper for the Shire;*..family, was
arrested at Lafayette!vColo., today on
suspicion. ' >>',*;.\u25a0*>"•-*-:\u25a0 ."'••'-™ M— .\u25ba« —

Cuba for the Cubans /.v
By Associated Press.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14.—1n transmit-
ting to the senate today the report of
provisional government. Governor, Ma-
goon of Cuba said:

* - "I am glad to be able to say that we
can 'now definitely announce that by or
before February 1, 1909, we shall have
turned over, the Island to tho president

and congress to bo elected next Decem-
ber by the people of Cuba."

Railroads* Assessment Changed
By Assoclutuii Press, '*_<'•. " *•
, CARSON, New, Jan. 14.—At a meeting

of the state board'of: revenue commis-

sioners • the following railroad property

was changed in assessed values: South-
ern Pacific, • main line,*, assessed $500 per
mile; ' San Pedro, - Los Angeles;, & Salt
Lake, raised \u25a0to I $500 per :mile;. Nevada &
Oregon, raised to $1500 per mile; Tonopah
& Goldfleld, reduced to $300 mile; the
Eureka-I'a.lisade, reduced, to »50 per mile,

_._«-__________l___i,*_. a____- J_'*_. _. - .\u25a0 ,- _..'..,

Wife Hears Thaw Branded as Madman

Posed for picture painted by Stanford White, who later was killed by H arry Thaw. This painting, In part,

caused the jealousy of Thaw which later led to the killing of the noted architect

MRS. EVELYN NESBIT THAW,

RUEF REFUSED
IMMUNITY BY

JUDGE DUNNE
COURT DECLINES TO BE PARTY

TO LANGDON'S PLAN

Effort to Pledge Former Boss Fre»,

dom from Prosecution Meets ..-'
with Formidable Ob. '*•"*"*

stack

By Assoclat * Pre»s.V_'l.
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14.—After a sec-

ond conference between District Attorney

Langdon, Detective Burns and Abraham
Ruef, 'held late this afttynoon, Lftngdon
would only say that the time Is not ripe

for a public statement regarding the mat-

ter of whether Ruef is to be granted
absolute immunity from prosecution in
return lor telling all he knows about the
bribery charges on the witnets stand.

Ruef also refused to say whether the
contr*jt granting him immunityhad been
signed or not.

Judge Dunne has said that he will not
agree to any such proposition, and it is
believed that his attitude furnishes the
reason for the silence of the others at
this time.

Speaking this morning after Langdon

had been In conference with him, Judge

Dunne said: . y• '•'
"It is absurd to talk of an Immunity

contract for any person I charged with
crime, whether It be John Smith, William
Jones. or Abraham Ruef. I have not
been asked to sign such a contract for
Ruef as the district"attorney knows that
It would be useless to broach such a sub-
ject to me.

\u25a0•'!'_•! district attor.ey today made cer-
tain suggestions to mo In regard to some
motions which it seems Ruef wants my
acquiescence to. I slated to Mr. Lang-
don that I will listen to the suggestions
of any district attorney made In open
court; if 1 believe him to be honest, well
advised and weir informed in the matter,
and his suggestion ls In the Interest of
Justice, I will act upon It. But I will en-
tertain no motions In my chambers nor
commit myself In advance to any step or
arrangement having for Its object the
Immunity, or partially of any per-
son charged ' with crime, whether It be
Ruef or any one else." .

Continuance until next Monday Was
granted, at the request of the prosecution,
of the bribery cases against Patrick Cal-
houn and other officials of the United
Railroads, which came'up before Judge
Lawlor this morning. ,"' . '

SAN QUENTIN PRISON IS

OVERCROWDED WITH CONVICTS

By Associated Press. - ' I .. j;;., *,

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 11.—At the
meeting of the state board of prison
directors today the price of Jute bags
made at the state penitentiaries was re-
duced for the coming year from 7% cents
to Shi cehts. The output for tho coming
year will be 5,000,000 bags.

A rulini- was made that no more than
3000 bags! shall be sold to 'any one per-
son or firm, and an agreement must be
signed by the purchaser that the bags
shall not be resold at a profit. This rul-
ing Is In accordance with the bill of
Senator Boynton, passed by the last legis-
lature. It was claimed the Southen Pa
cific Millingcompany was given a prac-
tical monopoly of the jute bag trade in
the state and that the I new law has
broken this monopoly. .

A request was received from the war-
den 'of San Quentln prison that no more
prisoners be sent there for a time, as the
institution is overcrowded. There are
now 1640 convicts In San Quentln..

\u25a0
\u25a0 \u25a0 ,v- • - •- - \u25a0\u25a0- \u25a0 - \u25a0

GOVERNOR BECKHAM LIKELY .
TO WIN IN KENTUCKY

By Associate frets.
FRANKFORT, Ky., Jan. 14.—Despite

the result of today's balloting for United
States senator. Governor Beckham's
friends profess to be as confident as ever
and declare tliat on the next ballot four
of the Democrats who voted scatteringly
today will vote for him tomorrow \u25a0 and
that he will be , fleeted. ...
..The forces opposing Beckham are Jub-
ilant and say that five or six more of the
Democrats will desert | Beckham . tomor-
row and thus further emphasise the hope-
lessness of Beckham's flght.'*tW.*^iiPV;i«>«s

The i Republican^ * practically ... • concede
that 5 neither iBradley no) any other iRe-
publican can win and si • an anti-Beck-
ham Democrat will ultlm tely be elected.

•--i ".• >'•' •'%\u25a0'. . y-**!v ' .-'. - *• * •'•

800 MEN, THINLY C^'.D,
MARCH THR«. . uH\_NOW

SEARCHING FOR WORK

Army of Unemployed Call on Mayor
of St. Louis and Ask Him to

Relieve Their Suf.

fering

By Associated Press. '\u0084,'•\u25a0>
ST. LOUIS, Jan. 14.—Hungry and out of

»,. 800 thinly clad men marched
through the snow and j cold to the city
hall today seeking Mayer Wells In order
to make application for his assistance
In securing employment.

Mayor Wells, assured the men that ho
would do all In his power to give them
employment and after . their departure

Instructed Street Commissioner Travllla
to prepare an iordinance calling for an
appropriation $10,000 for street work.

U. S. MAIL WAGON
LOOTED BY ROBBERS

Driver Beaten on the Head Until Un.
conscious— Registered - Sacks. Cut and Contents

Taken

By Associated Press.
MARYSVILLE, Cal., Jan. 14—The

United States mail wagon carrying the
mail between the Marysvllle postofflce
and the Southern Pacific depot was held
up this morning at 3:30 o'clock, the driver,
R. W. Harwood, beaten until insensible,
and the registered mall stolen, the sacks
being cut. \u25a0:-:,\u25a0 ryy. *.

Over $500 In money was taken. Har-

wood drove out In the street, the main
thoroughfare of the city, and when at
the corner of Sixth street, opposite the
county courthouse a man stopped him

and asked for a ride. Harwood thought

ho wanted to ride to the depot and let
him get on the wagon. After going half
a block, the man said: •, '-. y'..,

"Let me look into your eyes." -.'\u25a0-.;

Harwood looked in his face and was
confronted with a revolver. ...

At the same time another man grabbed

hold of the reins, turned the horse up an
alley back of the courthouse, stopped di-
rectly in the rear of the city marshal's
house, pulled Harwood from the seat, and

beat him over the head with a revolver.
When he regained consciousness half an
hour later, the sacks were strewn about

and the registered packages all gone.

He staggered to the police officer with
his head badly cut and bleeding freely.

The police force has found no clue to the

robbers. Postofflce detectives are coming

to make an investigation.' '..;..

LIVERY DRIVER HELD UP AND
SEVERELY BEATEN BY THUG

By Associated Press.
YREKA, Cal.. Jan. 14.—Timothy Bar-

nard, a livery driver of Greenview. was

held up last evening at Robbers Rock,

where a stage was held up by a man who

killed Deputy , Sheriff Radford several
years ago Barnard had cashed county

warrants for residents of Scott valley to

the amount of $300. When he was going

over the mountain,- an I unknown man

crept in the back of the' wagon, put his
arms around Barnard's neck, and told

him not to move if h'.s life was worth
six bits. \u25a0 i-' "'".. y . y ...

Barnard started to get out and was hit

over the head with a sandbag. The man

soon after left the wagon with the cash.
The robbery, occurred ,at 7 o clock and

Barnard arrived at Fort Jones, the near-
est town, at 9 o'clock, with a gash In

his head and covered with blood.

Opposition to Greek Consul
" '

_
\u25a0\u0084-...".

\u25a0 "v . .
By Associate- Press.

SAN FRANCISCO. Jan. 14.-The Greek
community of San Francisco Is determined
to continue the agitation for the removal
of Ktenas, the consul for Greece In this
city, recently appointed. | The determina-
tion was expressed in unmistakable terms
today at a mass meeting of Greek resi-
dents, attended by fully 1000 persons, who

evinced their approval of the utterances
of . the speakers by repeated shouts'of
"bravo" and loud applause.

SAILORS IN
BRA WL WITH

PORTUGESE
EVANS' JACKIES AND BOATMEN

CLASH

Officers of American Fleet Are Shown

Many Courtesies by Brazilians.

President of Republic Ten.
ders Reception

By Associated Press.
RIO DE JANEIRO. Jan. There was

a .brawl between some of the sailors of
the fleet and Portuguese boatmen at the
landing dock at midnight last night. Ex-
aggerated reports of the affair were cir-
culated today, but when questioned re-
garding it Admiral Evans said:

"The occurrence was only an ordinary
drunken brawl, which was quickly stopped
by the local authorities and officers from
the ships. All were suspended from shore
leave and the matter was not serious,
sumed today when 4000 men, double the
number of yesterday, were permitted to
go ashore. The local authorities . con-
sented to this large shore party. The
men have been cordially received at Rla
Janeiro.". The first of the many official functions
to be given In honor of the visiting
American naval officers during their stay
took place yesterday. The first event was
a visit to the Brazilian minister of
marine. Admiral Ak-ncar, and this was
followed by a reception by the president
of the republic, Dr. Penna, and a ban-
quet by the American ambassador, Arvln
B. Dudley, - • • • ", •*\u25a0 ;\u25a0*-'-

--. \ - \u25a0 -

MOVER SAYS ROOSEVELT
SHOULD MAKE APOLOGY

Head of Western Federation of Miners

Declares President Ought to
Retract State.

ment

.- \u25a0• \u25a0• -:
-\u25a0.\u25a0- ' \u25a0 \u25a0

\u25a0

By Associated Press.
SPOKANE, Wash., Jan. 14.—"1 feel that

President Roosevelt owes a retraction or
apology to the officers of the Western
Federation of Miners," said Charles H.
Moyer, president of the federation, to-
day.

"While it is probable the president was
greatly misled, It was very strange for
a man In his position to make such com-
ments, calling us 'undesirable citizens' or
classing us as guilty of murder before he
had made an investigation."

SENATOR FORAKER HOLDS UP
POSTOFFICE APPOINTMENTS

Jy Associated Press.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14.—During the
executive session, of . the senate today
for the purpose of confirming presi-
dential appointments the nominations
of four Ohio postmasters were defeated
at the instance of Senators Foraker and
Dick. Tho nominations wore reported
unfavorably by the postoffice commit-
tee. Senator Dick . made the report
from that committee and on motion of
Senator Foraker the senate sustained
the committee report. • ' V •>

There was no vote, the names being
acted upon in the usual manner by the
vice president putting the question and
assuming silence ias .an aftrmatlve.
Senator Foraker, v however, broke tho
silence after the names were rejected
by "moving that the president be imme-
diately notified of the senate's action.
His sally - caused considerable merri-
ment. . ;| \u25a0 :•','*'
I In commenting tonight Senator For-

aker said: "There will be no further
prostitution • of federal patronage In
order' to carry out political bargains
without its being resented. There will
1., other objections to nominations
wherever It is found the appointments
were made In pursuance of a political
compact." y ; *

Nobleman Sentenced to Death
By Assoct.t. J Press. y

'.*ST. PETERSBURG, *\u25a0 Jan. * 14.—Advices

have been received that a courtmarttal at
Bokhara i has entonced to death five men

who attacked the i palace of; the ameer,
killed the minister of finance, and carried

oft about $90,000.v.'Among those condemned
was ( Prince Dxhayany, '' a . Georgian fno-
ble, who organised' the plot.

Vessel Near Destruction
By Associated Press. \u00843£UQ_BHSK|MH|

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14.—With sails
carried a way, | her' hold filled with water
and the members of the crew on the point

of exhaustion after _ terrible struggle for
their \u25a0 lives In * storms. off f the t northern
coast, the schooner Orient arrived in the
harbor, this morning from Coos bay.yy:,

\u25a0. -_. ..._.-. .... \u0084,<_.

_____ . -\u0084_-JM_____'

__
_W_>._. _.__&W3

_ _

TOWN DAZED
BY TERRIBLE
CATASTROPHE

ENTIRE FAMILIES LOST IN
DISASTER

BODIES OF THE DEAD BURNED

BEYOND RECOGNITION

Hardly a Person In Village Who Has

Not Lost a Relative— Deeds, of
Heroism Seer During Prog. y y

ress of Blaze

By Associated Press. ,
BOYBRTOWN, Pa., Jan. J 14.—When I

nightfall put.a stop to the work of.'re-
covering the dead from the ruins of the
Rhoadeu opera house, where last night's
holocaust occurred, the official roll of.
victims umbered 167. Whether any more,
bodies are burled beneath the ruins can-:
not be positively stated, but it is the be-
lief of those who had charge jof 11 the 1
grewsome work that all of the dead h.vo
been removed and that the total list of
victims will not go over 170. . \u25a0 ; :' X

The ratio of. women and girls to men.
and boys Is about nine to one. *..-'

Work of identification will not begin
until tomorrow, as most of the bodies are
still lying in a confused state at the four
Improvised morgues.
flgjSMtfl%i|sjji|iy*iJl'"'"rw^j|y'' _) . I \u0084*.--\u25a0. .-

Town Paralyzed
The population of the place is about

2500 and the disaster paralyzed the town'
and the people are going about: dazed.
It is safe to say that'everybody In'the
place either lost one or more relativeswas Intimately acquainted with those who
died in the Are. In several cases whole
families were wiped out.

It was almost daylight this morning
before the flames were extinguished andrescuers were able to enter the ruins toremove the dead.

The morning was bitter cold and by thetime \u25a0 the benumbed and exhausted tire-men began the task of disentangling themass of burned beams and twisted Iron
the entire ruins were coated with ice andthere was danger of the walls falling '"-'The work was slow at first and It was7 clock before the first body was re-moved: 'r__^_

*
er

4
-Urasaer of Reading. ( whoreached the , scene shortly ' after mid-night Inst night, had a detail of menready to tag the bodies and keep a rec-ord of the description of every corpse

remove,!. The bodies were, so l badlyburned, however, that there was little todescribe them by. and half of the, vic-tims will never be Identified
Railroad Sends Aid

The Philadelphia & Reading railroad of-fered men to help and soon had two
the'°g aroSun^ lab°re" -* -pe^rs- 0

The work *_. recovering bodies- thenmoved 80 rapidly that victims wero be-ing taken from the ruins at the rate oftwo every five minutes. . . \u25a0

„n .__Rh °ad _!S_ opera house was locatedon the second floor of a three-story brickbuilding. The first floor was occupied by
?h_. ti.r,?'«bank and several "ores, and

rooms
floor was USed tor lodgim*

rooms. ' *
The entertainment hall was , a largeroom about 60x75 feet. It had no gal-

_r>,'_ __'_, Was a
•-*'">"»*

at the frontof the building and a narrow exit In therear of the stage. Fire escapes were
.__°.._ both sides and on the front of
the building.

So far as can be learned, there wereabout 425 persons packed in the room
most of whom were adults. The numberof children present was small. There wereabout sixty-five persons, all local talent,
on the stage, who were giving a perform-
ance of "The Scottish Reformation." V

The entertainment was nearly over,
the audience waltng for the curtain to go
up on the last part, when something
went wrong with the calcium lightappar-
atus that was perched on a small plat-
form near the entrance of the building
and at the back of the audience.' Thelight was in charge of H. W. Fischer of
Carlisle, Pa., and he says a rubber tub-bing slipped from one of the tanks. | At
any rate, there was a loud hissing sound,
which caused many of the audience to
turn their heads In curiosity to see what
it was. There was absolutely no panic up
to this time and nothing probably would
have happened if one or more of the per-
formers behind the curtain had not been
curious to learn what was | causing jthe
noise.

Lamps Overturned
Hearing a hissing sound and the slight I

commotion In the audience, one *of the
performers raised the curtain from the .
floor. In front of the curtain, and serving
as footlights, was a tin tank perhaps
eight feet long, three * Inches wide I and 1
three inches high. '*' ' i

It contained coal oil and about ten '
lights. In raising the curtain the per- i
former accidentally turned this tank over.',
and Itfell to the floor within a few inches **
of the persons in the front row..;' * •*'"\u0084* i

Rev. Adam A. Weber, pastor of St. 'John's Lutheran church, for the benefit
of whose Sunday school . the entertain- 1
ment was being given, tried to pick up l;
the tank with the * assistance' of others,".
but before they could do so the oil flowed-
out and caught fire. \u0084-,- -\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0'•',*

Then came the Inevitable cry of "Fire!" .)
and what followed has been Impossible to '\u0084,
accurately tell. ". Eyewitnesses say Ithe 1
audience rose, en masse and the one im-
pulse was to reach k the front door. All i*.
attempted, but few got out. • -, \u25a0\u25a0' :.-.,,

The seats In the center of the hall were »
of the usual folding variety, while those,
aloni the sides of s the '\u25a0 hall f were 1loose c
chairs. In the scramble to get out many,;
persons fell over the chairs: and were
never again to regain their feet. •,.,.':'-<:

Those who did reach the front entrance j
found It jammed. One of the double doors I
had been bolted shut so as to "better en-.'
able the ticket taker to take up tickets. VJ
Not more than' two * persons : could | pass H
this door at one time, and after the first
half dozen got through tho narrow. pass-
age became clogged with the struggling
mass of* humanity, men,'; women, _ boys i
and girls, and chairs were tangled,tip In.V
a solid mass that no one.from;, the out-
side was able to disentangle. V- 'V'Vyy.-.'•

\u25a0 In| the meantime some jone | discovered I
there . were fire | escapes :on , each' side' of \u25a0

the ' building, and dozens made their exit jJr*
by. these avenues of escape and gave:the'.',
alarm.*.* The . fire I bell \ was , rung and J the a
whole town was aroused and went to the *
reacueMIU3kI&KOGISSfQBiBU*iBQ&&&&tU
K*All this time the names of the oil tank

(Continued on Page Three.) -:.:, ".'
\u0084.«•«
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(Continued on page two).
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