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Women’s Clubs

Speaks to Friday Morning Club

Hours Shall a Woman Work?” the
Federation Bulletin for April

quotes at length from an opinion hand-
ed down by Justice Brewer of the su-
preme court in an Oregon case in which
he claims that a woman is entitled to
more protection than man.

Through Justice Brewer’s decision,
says the Bulletin, laundries and other
concerns employing women in mechan-
ical labor in Oregon may not require
such employes tv work more than ten
hours a day, in compliance with the
law enacted by the legislature of that
state in 1903. )

Curt Miller, a laundryman doing busi-
ness in Portland, attacked the law as
unconstitutional, claiming that it puts
a limitation on the power of contract.
The Oregon supreme court upheld 1‘110
statute on the ground that it is a 1mlu'v
regulation, and its decision was af-
firmed by the federal supreme court.

Holding first that woman's rights can
be no more infringed than those of men,
Justice Brewer went gtill further :m.d
held that on many accounts woman 18
entitled to greater protection than hl"’l‘
prothers. On that point he said, in
part:

uDifferentiated by these matters from
the other sex, she is probably placed in
a class by herself, and legislation de-
signed for her protection may be sus-
tained even when like legislation is not
necessary for men and could not be sus-
tained, It is impossible to close one's
eves to the fact that she still ]n‘nks to
her brother and depends upon him.

'UNDER the head line of “How Many

“Fven though all restrictions on w,‘m— i
ical, personal and contractual rights |
1, so far

were taken away, and she stoo¢
as statutes are concerned, upon an ab-
solutely equal plane with him, it \\r{\lld
still be true . that her physical
structure and a proper discharge of her
maternal functions—having in view not
merely her own health, hu(‘lhw_ well-
being of the race—justify legislation to
protect her from the greed as \\'n-]! as
the passion of man. The limitations
which this statute places upon her con-
tractual powers, upon her right to agree
with her employer as to the time she
shall labor, are not imposed sulely for
her benefit, but also largely for the ben-
efit of all. Many words cannot nmlf«‘
this plainer. The two sexes di'ffvr in
structure of body, in the functions to
be performed by each, in the amount of
physical strength, in the capacity for
long continued labor, particularly when
done standing, the influence of vigorous
health upon the future well-being of
the race, the self-reliance which en-
ables one to assert full rights, and in
the capacity to maintain the struggle
for subsistence, This difference justi-
fies a difference in legislation, and up-
holds that which is designed to compen-

GEORGE H. STEWART

between drinks of beer made from Cali-
fornia barley, figuring how to get
money enough together to bring them
to this marvelous country. If I re-
turn by way of China or Japan, I will
see the millions who, but for our neces-
sary restraining laws, would be farm-
ing, doing housework and washing
clothes in California, thanking their
lucky stars and forgetting about Con-

of stuff T put up, but less than one-
fifth of it was made by me. He will
not buy any more of mine until all the
other brands are sold and paid for;
must get real money for their brands
and send it away, as those fellows will
not take scrip. 8o I had ‘to lay off
about fifty men., I tell you, if the
people of Los Angeles would insist on
having my brand (and it haswon
I v a gold medal away from home)

clally as I was then working on this
talk. Next day I took the matter up
with a representative of a local manu-
facturer, who assured me the brand 1
asked for, though not his, was made in
Los Angeles, and then proceeded to
put me wise on soap.

“He showed me in the way of. toilet
soaps a dellcately scented article
named after one of our parks—the
finest they turn out—a number of
wrapped goods of promounced quality
and style—on down in price to a cake
made from strietly California olive oll,
smooth and soft in use, which can and
should be retalled at 5 cents per cake.
And every one of the many samples
had a pretty California name. Con-
gidering that the quality, style and
names appeal to the distant consumer
1 wonder why our Los Angeles women
do not compel this concern to enlarge
the factory.

“Then come the bath soap of cocoanut
oil and California borax, the laundry,
either white floating or yellow. Thne
the washing powder. My friend says:

“ ‘“This contains more fatty acid (the
washing element of the powder) than
any other; but you know everybody
is hollering theilr heads off for Gold
Dust because they see two little nig-
gers on the packagé paddling In a
bathtub or doing some other stunt,
and the housewife thinks she must
have Gold Dust. She is just sending so
much money out of Los Angeles and
hurting home industry.’

“I am not in the soap business, but
it is something every one uses every
day, and besides it is easy to figure.
According to statistice the average
family numbers five persons. We have,
then, in Los Angeles, say, 50,000 fami-
lies, each of which will use per month,
say, two cakes toilet soap, four bars
kitchen soap, four bars washing soap,
half package washing powder, aggre-
gating 100,000 cakKes tollet soap at, say,
7% cents, $7500; 200,000 bars laundry
soap at 5 cents, $10,000; 200,000 bars
kitchen soap at b cents, $10,000; 25,000
packages washing powder at 20 cents,
$5000. Total per month, $32,500. Total
per year, $390,000.

“Let us suppose 20 per cent of this is
profit to the dealer and which In any
case would benefit Los Angeles, there
still remains $312,000 to be kissed good
by every year by our community on
this one article alone unless you buy
the home product. Just think what it
means if such an amount can be kept
in circulation here!

“And now, the household being
cleansed to perfection, the doctor's
wife probably adorns herself for a
trip downtown, ‘but little does she
think that her beautiful ostrich plume
is the product of home growth and in-
dustry, which now employs about a
hundred people, mostly women, and
distributes from perhaps the largest
retail ostrich plume business in the
world. Separate mention of each of
the Los Angeles manufactories would
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