
Y. W. C. A.

«!T1 ° THB s'ory of God and for the
I Rood of women, this house was

-*- built by the people of Los An-

geles, 1908."
Thus runs the inscription on a copper

tablet set in the -wall of the main lobby
of the Young Women's Christian asso-

ciation building, which will be opened

next Sunday. The new home of the T.
W. C. A. adds another to the fine
structures for which Los Angeles is fa-
mous. It also gives another evidence
of the perpetual progress of this city.

The Chicago Woman's temple at last
has a rival, and Los Angeles can boast
it has the largest Young Women's
Christian association in the world and
that the association owns one of the
finest buildings in the world. "Own
your own home" is the motto of the
day for organizations as well as for in-
dividuals. The ownership of this fine
new home gives the Young Women's
Christian association a commercial as

well as a moral and social interest in
Los Angeles. And while the commu-
nity is glad to see new business build-
ings in continual process of construc-
tion. It welcomes with especial delight
and appreciation all such additions to

the architecture of the city as that ex-
emplified in the Y. W. C. A. home. If
Los Angeles were to grow and expand

Into a wilderness of brick and stone and
Iron and steel, illustrating every va-
riety and type of materialism and
none of the higher life, congratulations

would have to be tempered by the re-
flection that after all nothing of per-
manence was represented. But it is
evident that the Los Angeles of the
near future, the great metropolis of the
far west, is to be a CITY WITH A
SOUL; and amid commercial and in-
dustrial progress which need ere»i

business blocks for the exercise of their
restless activities, there is spiritual,
social, ethical, moral progress. There
cannot be any doubt that a city in
which materialism is tempered by spir-
ituality will live and last and flourish
and be the workshop and the home of
countless generations.

OCEAN YACHT RACE

IT SHOULD be understood that the
San Pedro-Honolulu yacht race Is
far more than a "sporting 1 went,"

although as a sporting 1 event it is de-
cidedly remarkable and even sensa-
tional. But bpsides testing the mettle
and seamanship of the gallant yachts-
men who will take part in the race,
and putting to the proof the speed and
strength of some of the most highly
praised yachts, it will focus the atten-
tion of the civilized world on the har-
bor of San Pedro and advertise the
fact that Southern California possesses
one of the finest seaports on the globe,
secure, .spacious and accessible. We
may be pardoned if we extend some
professional advice to the committee-
men and others- who are paying special
attention to the publicity aspect of
San Pedro harbor and the yacht race.
There are many maritime pnd shipping
papers published on tlio island of Brit-
ain, and the daily papers in the great

seaports, especially Glasgow in Scot-
land and Liverpool in England, give
much space and attention to harbors
and harbor affairs. Publicity In the
British maritime journals would be the
quickest and in all probability the sur-
est way of attracting the attention of
British shipping firms to San Pedro,
and would bring a number of vessels
to the harbor. British shipowners ana
consignors who control a large per-

Stage of the carrying trade of the
\u25a0Id, don't know aboi' San Pedro
|^er, or they would soon begin to
s advantage of it. "Trade follows

the flag" is a praetii-; 1 motto, but

"trade follows publicity" is equally

practical, and it Is Important that pub-

licity should be obtained in the mari-

time centers of civilization, where, in

good old fashioned cclloqulal phrase,

"Itwilldo most Brood."\ J

TAFT

IN SPITE of tall talk about anti-
Taft combinations, "the big man"
of the Republican party "rushed"

the opposition so fast and furiously

that If It squawked not a peevish pipe-

let could be heard. The labor plank

was embodied In the platform, but in

an emasculated form; and organized

labor may only congratulate itself on
a hollow and insufficient victory, even
although the bitter anti-injunction
medicine, was gulped down by the G.

O. P.
But what, oh, what, are the senti-

ments, sensations and opinions of that
great conservative element in the Re-
publican party which believes that a
concession to "radicalism" In any form
is meeting the Devil half way and
shaking hands with him? The Associ-
ated Press convention reporter says

President Roosevelt was osed as a bug-

aboo at the last minute to scare the
opponents of the anti-Injunction plank,

who, only a few hours before, had been
making the hotel corridors ring with
howls of "the old guard dies, but never
surrenders." The old guard surren-
dered when it heard the whizz of Ted-
dy's big stick, which he was twirling

around his head and about to fling,
when there came a cry, "The old guard
positively refuses to die, but, under
protest, surrenders." The prospect of
the substitution of "Teddy the
Terrible" for Taft the Tame
made the old guard haul down its col-
ors. But there will be some interest-
Ing1 reading in Republican papers
which do not believe in making com-
promises with organized labor, and
many of the interests which were fig-
uring on the amounts they would con-
tribute to the campaign fund have
suddenly resolved to devote their spare
cash to the civilization of Senegambia
or missionary efforts among the Mwan-
gawangas. The Taft program was
rushed through. Many Republican

spellbinders will return to their rural
homes with heavy hearts and undeliv-
ered speeches. And not since 1892 has
there been such a prospect of Demo-
cratic success as there is today. Many

Republicans are bitterly opposed to the
Roosevelt policies. Many conscientious
Republicans, from entirely conscien-
tious motives, refuse to Indorse Repub-

lican tyranny in the Philippines. If
Japan has her Korea, America has her
Philippines. The story of Korea is be-
ing told. The story of the Philippines
has been suppressed. This year, more
emphatically than ever before, a vote
for Republicanism will be a vote FOR
imperialism and AGAINST American-
ism, and the election of Taft will un-
doubtedly and positively, and within
the next few years, deliver this coun-
try into the hands of the Socialists. A
vote for Taft will be a vote for So-
cialism. In the election of a strong,

clean Democratic candidate pledged to
nothing but constant and conscientious
endeavor to restore the first principles
of Americanism lies the salvation of
the United States. Such a man Is Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan, and, although the
Democratic convention has yet to meet,

with the nomination of Taft THE
FIGHT IS BEGUN. The battle is be-
tween AMERICANISM and SORDID
INTERESTS.

BIG HURRAHS

A GREAT tribute was given to Presi-
dent Roosevelt by the cheering
Republican convention —the great-

est indeed that has ever been given to
any Republican excepting James G.
Blame, who had all of Colonel Roose-
velt's popularity, but none of his luck.
It was a newspaper woman, Miss Maud
Neal, who started the Roosevelt dem-
onstration, and it was a newspaper
woman, Mrs. Carson Lake, who started
the Blame hurrah. Women have the
knack or gift of recognizing the psy-
chical moment in conventions and mass
meetings, and with unerring instinct
they act promptly and effectively. This
shows conclusively that women would
make effective eamnaigr" managers,

and thai a" candidate with a campaign
committee composed of women would
have decided advantages, at least as
far as hullabaloo is concerned, over
the candidate who depended on com-
mittee composed of mere men. It Is to
the credit of the Republican party that
it gave President Roosevelt some of
the rewards of popularity, as well as
merely the hurrahing. But the Blame
demonstration was not a Blame stam-
pede, and the Roosevelt demonstration
was not a Roosevelt stampede. A stam-
pede is accomplished by strategy, and
not by appeal to hysteria.

IF

SAN PEDRO HARBOR

ANOTHER chapter in the history of
San Pedro harbor was written
yesterday at the hearing by the

board of harbor-line engineers. It is
important that the suggestion ; mads
for the improvement and public effi-
ciency of the harbor should be followed
and all Interested in the welfare of Los
Angeles and Southern California will
rejoice that harbor affairs are en-
trusted to discreet aTid broad-minded
men In whom the utmost confidence
may be reposed. The city feels it can

rely Implicitly on the harbor commis-
sion and the board of engineers, as to
both of which responsible bodies it may

be said that at all times they have
been faithful to the interests of the
people as against the claims of en-
croaching, usurping or selfish claimant
corporations. It is and all along has
been of the utmost importance that
San Pedro harbor should be preserved

from the corporations and for the peo-
ple. The significance of the harbor in
its relation to the commercial economy

and future development of California
can be appreciated only when the vast
territory it will serve is considered.
It is believed the Panama canal will
be completed one year before the es-
timated time fixed by the engineers in
charge of the work, which is six years.

The freight speed from New York to
Fan Pedro will be reduced to seventeen
days and the saving in freight rates
will be proportionate to the difference
between rail and water rates. For this
reason and many others which have

equally direct bearing on the prosperity
of Southern California It Is Important
that the engineers should uphold the
old-time policy of the government and
that the development of the harbor
should be carried out In »plte of the
obstructionist claims of private inter-
ests.

* REPUBLICAN contemporary says
l\ the voters who urged the defeat
*-*• of the anti-injunction plank in
the Republican platform are those who
will elect Taft. "If he is elected." Why

"if? "We thought Republicans were

sure he would ba elected if nominated.
We are astonished that doubt should
be expressed in the word "if." "We be-
lieved the Republicans had made up

their minds that defeat was unthink-
able. We are glad, for their sakes, they

are using the word "if." We believe
there Is a wide margin of "if" in this
presidential election. Mr. Taft will
have to explain why the Republicans
failed to keep the dinner pail filled, why

they allowed the nation to drop from
first to sixth place in educational rank,
why they permitted child labor to in-
terfere with normal conditions In the
labor market, why they prepared with
gTeat secrecy and attemoted to sneak
through congress a measure called the
Dick military bill, which will condemn
all the boys of the United States to
compulsory military service, and In
time of war will suspend voluntary en-
listment and replace It by mandatory

recruiting. If elected president, will
Taft sign the military bill? THAT IS
THE QUESTION. Or Is it to bo signed

by Col. Roosevelt during the confusion
which always attends the last few
months of a presidential term? In all
probability, if Taft is elected. Taft will

sign the bill which willmake conscripts

of our boys. If Taft is defeated will
the bill receive a hurry-up signature

from Roosevelt? Because, In the event
of Republican defeat, President Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan will begin his ca-

reer in office by VETOING THE COM-

PULSORY MILITARY SERVICE
BILL and saving the boys from this

form of slavery and the nation from
militarism, and his veto will be the

greatest act of American statesmanship

since Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Consternation has been caused by

the discovery of cases'of the bubonic

plague In Caracas. This frightful dis-
ease is due principally to filth. It is

seldom found where there is a good

street cleaning department. German
and French civilization* are both far
ahead of the civilization of North
America in the matter of cleanliness.
However, we are improving and when
compared with some of our neighbors,

for instance our nearest neighbor to
the south of us—but, truly, this Is a
case where comparisons are odorous!

That wideawake periodical, the Out-
look, has discovered a capital Joke on

the standpatters who founded the Na-
tional Prosperity association. The
motto of that organization for the per-
petuation of tariff inequalities is "Let

us alone." The Outlook says this
motto was first used by a young man
with an unclean spirit, who when he
heard One teaching with : uthority and
not as the scribes, cried out, "Let us

alone! What have we to do with
thee?" Credit should be given the

man with the unclean spirit.

An eastern professor who discovered
gold in Hoboken, where real estate
values are affected by those of New
York, figured that the buildings o*n the
bit of real estate on which the gold

strike was made were more valuable
than the average gold mine. There-
fore, he let "well enough alone," and
won't convert his Hoboken property

into a gold mine, excepting on rent col-
lection days.

Eastern retail butchers, wholesale
dealers and packers say the high price

of beef is due to the money panic and
operations of the high tariff laws. The
Republican party has practically taxed

the beef out of the dinner pail. Un-
derpaid workingmen In the east will
not be able to buy it. The
price is already higher than it has been
for twenty-flve years and is going up.

After all, nearly all the chaps

who marched up and down in Chi-
cago yelling "Four, four, four years
more!" were Republican officeholders.
Republican papers say the four-year
shouters wailed the. cry out of their
souls. We are rather more than half-
way inclined to hink they did. To be
out of a job in these trying times of
Republican prosperity is not pleasant.

"What America needs is a new deal.
To people who have been robbed and
starved under the Republican admin-
istration there is no phrase more mean-
ingless than "square deal."

Dramatic as an episode in the jungle

was the scene at Eastlake park zoo,
when a man-eating tiger tried to kill a

keeper, and the keeper's brave little
wife rescued him.

Republican owners of the country

laying plans for USING the. United
States for four years more.

Starving children, fainting from hun-
ger in the school rooms of New York.

Progress and POVERTY. Is it, then,
an established certainty that the latter
is necessary if we are to have the for-
mer? Can we nev%r get away from

that old superstition?

There are United States pensioners
in all parts of the world. Pensioners
in Britain and Ireland draw $124,000 a

year, and Canadians receive $362,000.

Wild cheering at the Republican con-
vention.

Two million children toiling in fac-
tories, mills and mines.

"Do you hear the children crying, O
my brother?" Or do you hear only the
wild cheering of the overfed delegates
at the Dives convention?

Political Points
First Principles

An eastern woman's Journal has
completely outdone Secretary Taft'a
publicity bureau, having announced
that there never was a sweeter baby
than Willie.—Houston Post.

Jokers
No less than* eleven peace treaties

have been ratified by the senate in the
recent session of congress, but not one
treaty of commercial reciprocity such
as President McKlnley so warmly rec-
ommended In his last public address.
Reciprocity treaties are Intended only
for Jokers In Republican platforms.—
Philadelphia Record.

Tyranny
As we live, we believe the greatest

and most serious calamity that threat-
ens us as a people Is tyranny. Trusts
are bad enough, but nothing that ap-
peals to our financial prosperity can be
at all compared with the danger of be-
ing deprived of our liberty and per-
sonal rights by arbitrary power.—
New York Times.

-*-The New Party
Here are some of- the planks of the

national Socialist platform. They are
taken from the section labeled "Polit-
ical Demands:"

Tho abolition of the senate.
The abolition of the veto power of

the president.
The abolition of the power usurped

by the supreme court of the Unl/ted
States to pass upon legislation enacted
by congress as to Its constitutionality.

National laws passed by congress to be
repealed or abrogated only by act of
congress or by a referendum of the
whole people. — Milwaukee Evening
Wisconsin.

-\u2666-
Taft's Eulogy

There is a feeble effort to exploit to
Jtfr. Taft's political disadvantage a
reported statement of his In his speech
at Grant's tomb on Memorial day.
Here is the alleged excerpt about the
great commander which is counted on
to start trouble: "But In 1854 he re-
signed from the army because he had
to. He had yielded to the temptation
for strong drink, and rather than be
court-martlalod he left the army."—
Milwaukee Sentinel.

There Was
There was a time when Republican

platforms and Republican policies rep-
resented the collective wisdom of a
number of prominent, Ifnot great, men.
—Salt Lake Herald.

—*-
Out of Date

The ancient theory that a New York
man must be nominated for vice pres-
ident Is Just about as hoary and dis-
credited as that a potato carried In
the pocket will cure rheumatism.—
Kansas City Times.

Same Old Song
And now this same Republican party

is singing the same tariff revision
song into the ears of the same voters
on the eve of another presidential
campaign. As Senator Taylor very
aptly put It, "and still the old balloon
descends to the minimum In every
campaign and rises to the blue cerul-
ean after every election."—Chattanooga
News.

-\u2666-
Where Will They Get It?

If the Republicans desired publicity
they might notice that they are
charged now with collusion whereby
Mr. Carnegie Is to finance the Taft
campaign and receive consideration
therefor in tariff favors. The league
behind the charge enter Into particu-
lars and It would be easy to refute the
accusation in public instead of hushing
it up in a committee at Chicago. Why
not make public where they propose to
get It this year?— Florida Times-Union.

State Press Echoes

Ophidian
Johnny takes a little drink.

Then another one he taken.
Until his brain gets a mental kink,

And he is seeing: snakes.
—Grass Valley Union.

Pesky Hero
Representative Hobson says the time

is coming' when it will be necessary to
turn this country into an armed camp.
Mr. Hobson is one of our most con-
sistent pessimists.—Oakland Leader.

Road Economy
When the people can be made to un-

derstand that it actually costs more in
time and money to travel over a
poor road than it does to travel over a
good one they will be less inclined to
begrudge the expense of good roads. —San Pedro Times.

Oh, Shudders!
The foresighted woman hesitates be-

fore ordering. Suppose one of those
directoire gowns should shrink?— Long
Beach Telegram.

Homing Dollars
The man who wanta his dollars to

return to him spends them at home
where they have a chance to get back.
—Pasadena News.

Suspicious
Suspect a man who says he is easy.

He may be fooled about himself. —San
Bernardino Index.

Favored Few
A congressman says man ought not

to work more than six hours a day.
We can't all be congressmen, however.
—Whittier News.

i\u2666 « »
Not Exciting

President Koosevelt expects the time
of his life in Africa, but perhaps stalk-
ing elephants and the black rhinoceros
will prove to be but tame sport after
four years of hunting the monsters of
"predatory wealth." Standard Oil is
bigger game than a herd of elephants.
—Imperial Valley Press.

\u2666» »
THE MOTHER

The mother by the gallows tree.
The gallows tree, the gallows tree,
(While the twitching body mocked the sun)
Lifted to heaven her broken heart
And called for sympathy.

Then Mother Mary bent to her,
Hent from her place by God's left Bide,
And whispered: "Peace—do I not know?—
My son was crucified!"

"O. Mother Mary," answered sh«,
"lfou cannot, cannot enter In
To my soul'h woe —you cannot know.
For your son wrought no sin!"

Then Lord Christ bent to her and said:
"Be comforted, be comforted;
I know your triief: the whole world's woe
I bore upon my head."
"But, O Lord Christ, you cannot know.
No one can know," she said, "no one"—
(While the quivering corpse swayed In the

wind)—'

"Lord Christ, no one can understand
Who never had a won!"

—Don Marquis in Putnam's. |

The Public Letter Box
Letteri Intended (or publication mult b«

accompanied by the name and addreM of
the writer. The tinrald tlvea the widest
latitude to correspondent!, but awumea no
responsibility for their views. Letter*
\u25a0hould not exceed 100 words.

SAY3BTATE SHOULD PAY ALL
AND PREVENT HUMILIATION

LOS ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: Reading: In today's Issue of
The Herald the communication signed
A. D. H., in which he triea to impart
some facts In relation to the "school
graft controversy," I wish to call his
attention to &' few facts before he ar-
gues any further. The state is an in-
stitution for and of, and ruled by, the
people. The money paid out by the
state is raised by taxes, which are paid
proportionately by the taxpayers.
Granting that the greater part of the
school expenses are paid out of state i
funds, would it not bo better for tr.ol
state to pay all and thus save thai
suffering and humiliation of the poor]
class? j

A. I). H. says: "Let me ask the
reader why are there to be no flowers |
at the commencement exercises of one
of our local high schools this year? Is
it not to save money?" NO; it is not
alone to save money. It is to save the
humiliation of those who cannot af-
ford to spend money for flowers and
would not do so. Most any mother
•would spend her last dime for a bou-
quet for her daughter rather than have
her suffer the humiliation of receiv-
ing none. Again quoting A. D. H.:
"By what authority should the state be
compelled to pay for the accessories
of a child's education? You might as
well say the taxpayer should furnish
the student with hot meals gratis."
Mr. A. D. H., are you aware of the
fact that Massachusetts does not al^
low a pupil to spend one nickel in the
way of supplies or accessories to his
or her education? Are you aware of the
fact that 75,000 New York children go to
school brealcfastless every morning?
In the name of humanity, would it not
be better to feed these children, the
future voters and taxpayers, rather
than have them go hungry? In closing

will again quote you as saying 'Alas,
WE have not reached the Utopian
stage of government." We HAVE
reached that etage of government, and
don't you think it would be best tw
adopt it? •» J>

MOTHER ASKS WHY NOT
ABOLISH POVERTY FOREVER?

LOS ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: Doubtless you are heartily
sick of this school "extras" contro-
versy, but I cannot help adding my
protest to that of the poor widow who
"soups it" too much after working all
c.ay In a store and sewing late at night
to keep her half-fed youngsters in
school and out of the workshops. I,
too, have felt the pinch of this thing.
I am a widow with a small girl In
school. My child came home yesterday
with a demand for a cake for a picnic
of some sort to be held at the school.
Doubtless this is a nice thing, but I
am working at my profession as a
nurse, and as I have been 111 much of
th© time I can neither afford the time
to make a cake or the money to buy
one. I may not let my child be dis-
graced by her poverty. Oh, ye men of
brains who use them not! Why not

abolish forever this poverty of the
masses? WORRIED MOTHER.

ASKS WHY BOARD DOESN'T
RULE AGAINST GRATUITIES

LOS ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: Ilive In the West Adams dis-
trict. I have a boy In the grammar
school. His teacher Is to be married.
We are called upon to contribute to a
fund to purchase a present for this
woman whom neither I nor my hus-
band has ever seen. We can afford the
dollar, If that Is the demand, but there
are probably others in other schools
upon whom this would fall as a great
hardship. Why doesn't the school board
take up these matters? Is there no
rule against gratuities for teachers?
If not, why not adopt one without de-
lay? OBSERVER.

IS HEARTILYTIRED OF FREE
EDUCATION "WITH A STRING"

LOS ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: Of course it is not graft 1
Perish the thought! But It is some-
thing very like it. Who will label the
action of public school teachers who
constantly nag the pupils for money?
What shall we call the action of the
high school teacher who has blue prints
to sett to pupils? He has pictures of
the Broadway tunnel now, my daugh-
ter tells me. Should this be allowed?
Will she "flunk" her examination if she
fails to buy these cheap blue prints
from him? How about lists of ques-
tions, to be used In a coming test, for
sale to high school pupils? It is not
graft It's too small for that. I am
heartily tlrod of free education with a
big string to it. R. H. M.

SAYS FACTS AND FIGURES
CANNOT BE GAINSAID

LOS ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: I noticed i-ecently a corre-
spondent quoted figures demonstrating
the success of municipal ownership in
Great Britain. He cited two towns;
here are two more:

Nottingham municipal gas made a
gross profit last year of nearly half a
million dollars. After paying interest,
depreciation and sinking fund, there
still remains $250,000 net profit, three-
fifths of which goes to relief of taxes,
the remainder to renewals and reserve
for extensions.

Birmingham's profit on gas for the
year is nearly $300,000, on water Just
$300,000 and on street cars $175,000.

JAMES PARQUETTE.'

TAKES ISSUE WITH LIBRARIAN
ON PRONOUNCING LOS ANGELES

LO^. ANGELES, June 18.—[Editor
Herald]: While City Librarian Lum-
mis Is an acknowledged authority on
matters pertaining to the "land of to-
morrow," and, as such, must neces-
sarily be considered worthy to speak
ex cathedra in regard to the pronun-
ciation of the Spanish words which are
used as the name of this city—Los An-
geles—would you permit a tenderfoot
to mildly question the correctness of
his proposed official pronounciatlon of
"Los Angeles"? For a proper under-
standing of the matter it should "3e re-
membered that the name of this city
is, In SpanlHh, the plural form of the
word angel. In that- language "a"
has always the sound of the English
word "ah." The letter "g" Is never
jellied, but, followed by "c" or "i'" is
almost invariably given the sound of
the English "h," as in "hall." Pre-
ceded by "n," the syllable is given a
strong suggestion of the English "ng."
In my recollection of the pronunciation
of "Los Angeles" by natives of Cali-
fornia and Mexico there Is in the end-
ing of the first syllable of "Angeles"
the suggestion of the English "ng,"
and the second syllable Is broadly or
harshly "hail." This makes the name
of this city Loce Ahng-hail-ace. The
combination of the nasal and the aspi-
rated "g" Is a difficult one for English-
speaking people.

But why should there be an "official"'
pronunciation of the name of our city?
Unlike the Spanish, the American,

language Is not academic—lts etymol-
ogy and grammar do not denend for
correctness upon the approval of a na-
tional academy; like Topsy, the
language Just grows. There are no
hard and fast rules governing the pro-
nunciation of words appropriated from
foreign languages, euphony being usu-
ally the governing agent.

G. R. INGO.

WHY NO "LETTER BOX"
ON SUNDAYS? ASKS ONE

LOS ANGELES, June 14.—[Editor
Herald]: I regard the "People's Letter
Box" as one of the most Interesting
features of The Herald, or of any other
paper that has the gumption to culti-
vate its readers' confidence through
such a medium. But why must we miss
the Letter Box on Sundays? This
seems to me a great rnista'ke. Sunday
is the day of all days when people have
time to study these matters, and so
far from shutting out the letters on
Sunday I think there should be extra
space given them on. that day.

A. E. GALBRAITH.

PERSONAL LIBERTY AT STAKE

IN CALIFORNIA CLUB CASE

LOS ANGELES, June 17.—[Editor
Herald]: Whatever the lawyers may
decide, and however much Puritans
like your correspondent, Mr. Railing,
may talk about the enervating influ-
ences of club life, the fact remains that
the actions now being prosecuted
against the directors of the California
and other clubs represent a most ser-
ious danger that this community is
now facing.

If men or women are not to ba al-
lowed to unite their purses for the es-
tablishment of a common home, and
if, when in that home, they are not to
be allowed to be masters of their own
actions, provided always that they do
not f.lsturb the peace of the commun-
ity, there will not be much left of the.
liberties of the good people of Cali-
fornia.

What will they get in ret.rnfor this
immolation o£ personal liberty, the one

thing that, to an Intelligent human be-
ing, makes life worth living? Dors
anyone suppose for a moment that
those who can afford It will not con-
tinue to consume Just the amount of
champagne and other drinks that they
choose to indulge In? Of course they
will. H. P. JAMISON.

WANTS TO KNOW WHO ARE
THESE "BEST PEOPLE"

LOS ANGELES, June 15.—[Editor
Herald]: I see by the Sunday Herald
that the custom of people smoking in
lublic 's bound to reach Los Angeles.
Now the hotel managers claim that
the groat difficulty they experienco
in discouraging the practice is because
it is indulged in by the best people.
Why can't women be refined and one
of the so-called best people even if
she can't spend all of her time sitting
in a hotel parlor doing nothing but
gossip and wearing nice clothes? Nino
times out of ten the husbands of theso
"best people" squeeze the hard work-
Ing man down to the last notch to
make it possible for their wives to
wear nice clothes and be refined. Now
what would you call the honest work-
ing man's wife who in thus cheated?
Please explain what "the best people"
means. A SUBSCRIBER.

HERE'S ONE THINKS SO
SHALL WE WAKE IN TIME?

LOS ANGELES, June 13.—[Editor
Herald]: With M. B. T., I think we are
"drifting toward an oligarchy," but
all the same I do not think we shall
ever get there. I have sufficient faith
in the deep-down common sense (it ts
over deep-down with some) of the
average man, and also a sufficiently
strong belief in the suicidal tendency of
the .present system, to feel convinced
that we shall wake up in time to help
divert the stream, through the burst-
ing of one or other of its many rotten
dams, to a better and more human sys-
tem—Socialism In some shape—who
knows! FRANK BERRY.

Denies There Is Graft
In Los Angeles Schools
Superintendent Makes Statement That It Is Earnest En-
deavor of Board to Reduce Expenses of Pupils to a Mini-
mum—No Money Should Pass from Children to Teachers

Last Sunday a letter mv received by The
Herald from a woman who has three children
In the public schools of Los Angeles. The lat-
ter bore the vomsc'i full name and address,
and as she compiled In other ways with the
rules of the Letter Box. her communication
won printed In that department under the
usual disavowal of any responsibility on the
part of the editor for the opinions of corro-
Bpondents. The signature printed was "Mrs.
a A. 13." Since Monday soore» of letters have
been received on th« subject. Most of them
from parents who have children In local
schools. With a single exception these oorrej
spoudents have supported "Mrs. S. A. D. s
contention that there Is a constant and burden-
some demand upon parents for money for
"extras" and gratuities. Many of these letters
have not been printed because correspondents
have failed to give names and addresses, gome
writers explain .they are afraid to give thalr
names, fearing they might be published. Fol-
lowing Is a statement by Dr. K. C. Moore,
superintendent of Los Angeles public schools:

IN THE first place I want vehe-
mently to deny the charge of graft
on the part of the teachers and

school authorities, and to challenge

and one to produce a single Instance
of the kind In the city schools. The
manifest Injustice of such a charge
without sufficient warrant, launched
against public servants who serve the
city as faithfully and well as the teach-
ers of the city schools, needs no com-
ment It Is true that education Is some-
what expensive, and not entirely with-
out coßt to parents of children, but it
is not true that any money is misap-
propriated by teachers, and nothing can
be more demoralizing to the schools,

more dispiriting to the teachers, or
more subversive of discipline and that
fine respect that pupils must have
toward those who Instruct them than
the careless bandying about of such
charges. If the people want good
schools they must see to It that they
are not reviled and calumniated when
they are in fact atiove suspicion.

Further, Iwant to say that the office
of the superintendent of schools is the
complaint department of the school sys-
tem, and Inasmuch as we make a spe-
cial effort to give careful attention to
every matter that is brought to us,
and have received no complaints what-
ever such as are here alleged, It would
seem that the evil complained of is not
sufficiently serious to make Itself known
in the regular and established way.
The school department Is certainly the
most sensitive of all the public depart-
ments. It deals with children, and
through children with their parents, and
children do not always succeed in re-
porting matters correctly. Every morn-
ing when I come to my office I face the
possibility of having to adjust 79,000
difficulties during the day, for there are
34,800 children at school, and each child
has two parents, and each child runs
the risk of being misunderstood by the
teacher, and each teacher of being mis-
understood as many times as there are
parents represented at the school room.
Then there are all the other difficulties
that come from vicious and unwar-
ranted attacks. When all these things
are considered it will be seen that it Is
quite impossible to educate the chil-
dren of the city without generating
heat from the friction of misunder-
standing. And the surprising thing,
after all, is that s,o great a work can
be accomplished with so few difficul-
ties and so little ruffling of the spirit.
Nevertheless, the schools ought not to
be talked about. They ought to be so
good that no evil can be said of them.
The people ought to be so good that
they will not invent any evil concern-
ing them. Free books will not prevent
their complaining, for where free books
exist the murmuring rises to heaven
just the same.
I am thoroughly In sympathy with

the view that no money should be re-
quired of the children in the schools
for any purpose, and that no money
should ever pass from the pupil to the
teacher. I happen myself to have been
one of the poor boys who could not
muster 6 cents on occasion, and I am
not old enough to have forgotten the
bitterness of being put at such a dis-
advantage in my own eyes and the eyes
of my fellows. No, the poor boy and
the poor girl must never be even In the
slightest degree humiliated and handi-
capped in the work of the schools, and
the poor parent's heart must never be
wrung because her child cannot get the
things that are Indispensable to an
American education.

It has been our endeavor ever since
coming Into this office, and at the same
time it has been the earnest endeavor
of the board of education, to reduce the
expenses of both high school and ele-
mentary school attendance to a mini-
mum. It is possible to reduce com-
mencement expenses, and something
has been done in that direction. Much
more could be done if the members of
the graduating class were put into cap
and gown—the academic uniform that
the young lords of the middle ages were
put Into when their vanity over their
line clothes became too pronounced.
High school societies have been cur-
tailed, and high school entertainments

have been reduced In number. It In not
quite possible to eliminate them entire-
ly if a first-class piece of educational
work is to be done. Class expenses
should be cut down. But unless these
things are concurred in by the homes
represented in the school, reform in
these directions cannot be very effect-
ive. Moreover, school authorities can
do nothing to remove the heartburn-
ings duo to the demand for fine clothes.
That is a problem for the home alone.

In the elementary schools the chil-
dren are allowed to contribute their
pennies to the purchase of an American
flag, the theory being not that the
board cannot afford to buy it, but that
it will mean more to the children if it
is their own. I am Inclined to believe
that the disadvantage to the parents is
more than offset by the advantage to
the children and to the country. Col-
lections o» small sums have been taken
for some years past for the purpose of
purchasing pictures and other works of
art for the school rooms. This enables
the pupils to develop a sense of pride
In the place where they attend school,

and at the same time It trains them in
'good taste and In a consideration for
artistic things. There Is much to be
said In favor of their developing a pro-
prietary interest In their school rooms
in this way. In a^-atlon, each school
provides Its own equipment for athletic
games, etc. The board of education
might provide these things. But a
boys' baseball team that looked to the
board of education to provide its base-
balls would be deprived of some of the
privileges of boyhood. There is danger

of making this sort of education so free
that it will not be education.

The music department of the schools
has several times during the year ar-
ranged with the management of the
great musical attractions which have
come to kos Angeles to give special
concerts for the school children at a
price of 25 cents. The great Damrosch
concert In the Shrine auditorium, which
6600 school children attended, was the
last one. Mr. Damrosch declared that
he had never known a school depart-
ment sufficiently interested In music to
do that sort of thing before. But the
tickets have been sent for by the
schools after the children had brought
their money from home to pay for
them. Children's concerts can still bo
arranged and announced in the schools,

but It may be better to let the homes
look after purchasing the tickets and
taking the children to them. In the
manual training department boys in
the upper grades are allowed to make
furniture, and if they furnish thf> lum-
ber it becomes their own property. Kd-
ucatlonally, it Is much less satisfactory

for the board of education to buy the
material and to claim and sell the fin-
ished product, as Is done in some other
places. In the drawing department,
practical application of what Is learned
Is made by stamping the designs that
have been made upon pillow covers,
curtains, towwls, etc. The pupil sup-
plies the material and the finished
product is his to do with as he pleases.
In the sewing classes in the upper
grades the girls furnish material for
garments and make them up with the
help of the teacher. When finished
they are their own property. These arc
the regular forms of expense which
parents of children in the public schools
may bo Invited to meet. Please note
that no pupil la required or compelled
to do any of these things, and note fur-
ther that there Is a decided educational
advantage in the pupil's providing for
himself In each case that could not by
any means be gotten by the educational
authorities providing the same things.

Possession is a virtue In the school-
room as well an in life. This is the case,
for the schools. Books are not fur-
nished in California, Paper, pens, ink,
pencils, etc., are, aad books are not
changed to humor the school book trust,
but for the purpose solely of getting
better books.

What shall be done? This question
has been discussed for some months in
the superintendent's office. Clearly,

school expense Is still too large. To re-
quire that no collections for any pur-
pose be taken hereafter in the schools,

that no paid entertainments be held
there, that no pupils be asked to pur-
chase any material for school use, ex-
cept the books required at the begin-
ning of each term, would greatly impair
the work of the schools, and it would
not result in peace from agitation.
Perhaps a saner way would be to do
away with all collections and ticket
selling in the schols, and require teach-
ers not to .receive money from pupils
for any reason whatever, but allow
such pupils as care to furnish their own
lumber and cloth for any private work
they might be able to carry out in
school under the direction of the teach-
er. It Is not fair for the rich child to
set an Impossible standard of ex-
penditure for the poor one, neither can
the poor say the rich shall not provide
himself with what he needs because
"Iam not able to do so." The question
will not down so long as there are rich
and poor in the world, and the school*
will most likely continue to have their
share In It to the fnd of timf.
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