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ACCUSED, TRIED,
SENT T0 PRISON
IN FOUR HOURS

3 1
RICH CHICAGOAN CONFESSES
TO $700,000 FORGERY

APPEALS FOR PUNISHMENT AND
GETS IT QUICKLY

Admits That for Twenty Years He
Has Obtained Money by Fraud-
ulent Deeds and
Notes

[By Assoclated Press.}
HICAGO, Nov. 16.—Peter Van Vlis-
singen, a real estate dealer, for
years classed among the first of |
and reputablo |

C

Chicago’s prosperous
business men, confessed today having

obtained through forged deeds a_nll
notes more than $700,000, and a few
hours after his arrest, on his own

urgent appeal to be punished, was sen-
tenced to the penitentiary.

The arrest, the indictment, the con-
fesgion and the sentence occupied less
than four hours.

Taken in the midst of business from
his office desk at 172 Washington
street shortly after the noon hour,
Van Vlissingen, a venerable looking
man, appeared before the court and
in tears confessed that for eighteen
or twenty years he had been obtaining
money through the sale of forged doc-
uments and that, though he had
bought many of these spurious docu-~
ments without detection, at least
twenty-five persons would lose an ag-

gregate of more than $700,000 through
the paper whihe he has not yet re-
deemed,
Had Unique Device
In forging notes, he declared, he had

This con-
top, SO
light

device.
desk
an electric
beneath he could
originalg forged

perfected a unique
sisted of a plate
arranged that by
thrown up from
readily trace from
signatures onto worthless paper,

Throughout his arrest and sentence
the prisoner made no effort to defend
himself, but only requested that his
punishment he speedy.

Asked if he had anything to say bhe-
fore sentence was imposed, Van Vlis~
singen bowed his head and replied:

“Only that I be given my punishment
at once.”

His term in the penitentiary was fixed
as indeterminate, from one to fourteen
yeurs,

Van Vlissingen, who is about 45 years
old, was married August 4, 1897, to Miss
Jessis Roosevelt Blend, who was de-
scribed at the time as a distant rela-
tive of President Roosevelt.

Relative of Roosevelt

The bride was a daughter of Wilton
('. Roosevelt. She had béen divorced
from a dentist named Blend.

Van Vlissingen had been a bachelor,
living at the Calumet club. He was
known as being of a philanthropic dis-
position, giving especial attention to the
welfare of boys.

Some years ago he took under his
protection Julius Waltrax, 10 years old,

glass

whose father had been accused of
murder. :
The boy at first had been a witness

against his father, who was sentenced
to twenty-five years in the penitentiary
for the alleged murder of Paul Paskow-

gki, 12 years old. Later the boy re-
pudiated his first testimony, and the
father was released.

This led Van Vlissingen to take an
interest. in the lad, and publicly an-

nounced he would try to make of him
a reputable citizen,
Cause of Arrest

The special charge which led to the
spectacular arrest of Van Vlissingen
today was made by two men who had
bought forged mortgage notes. They
are T. J. Lefens and William O. Seipp,
have have offices in the same building
as that occupied by Van Vlissingen.
To the notes for $4500 held by them
were signed the names of Joseph and
Bertha Grossman.

As was customary, Van Vlissingen
copied the forged papers from originals
which he disposed of to other buyers.
Lefens and Seipp said they first be-
came suspicious of the notes last Sat-
urday, but took no action until to-
day.

Consulting with Assistant Sate's At-
torney Barbour they decided to delay
no longer,

The rapidity with which the case was
handled after the consultation with Mr.
RBarbour is shown by this:

Chronology of Case

1:30 p. m.—Van Vlissingen confrorited
in his office by a detective and asked
to go to the office in the criminal court
building. 9

2 p. m.—Arrived at state's attorney’s
office and after being told of charge,
confesses,

3:15 p. m.—Grand
been presented with
turns indictment.

4:15 p. m.—Prisoger brought before
Judge Windes and hearing begun.

5 p. m.—Van Vlissingen locked up in
county jail preparatory to being taken
to Joliet, probably tomorrow.

When confronted in his office by the
detective, Van Vlisgingen made no et-
fort to conceal the truth.

“Why am I wanted at the state’s at-
torney’'s office?” he asked,

“RBecause of some charges of forgery,
replied the detective,

“Very well,” replied the real estate
dealer. *“1 am afraid the charges are
true.” :

had
re-

jury, which
the evidence,

"

Goes to Confess Crime

He then put on his hat and coat and
followed the detective. In Mr. Bar-
bour's office he made a full confessiin,

In Judge Windes' court Van Vlis-
singen, after deseribing how he had
committed the forgeries, was asked:

“How long have you been engaged in
forgeries of that nature?”

“Oh, I should say about elghteen
years,” he replied.

“Approximately, how much
those forgeries aggregate?”

“About $700,000.”

“Where has the money gone?”

“Paid back in interest and
business.”

“Have you speculated on the
of trade, or in mining stocks,
Wall street?”

“No, s’

“How many times have you dupli-
cated any one genuine instrument?”

Just a Few Times

“Once, and in, I think, two or three
instances, twice.”
“That is in two or three instances
you have sold three mortgages where
theer was only one genuine mortgage?”
‘“That is right.”
Van Vlissingen was born in Holland
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WILD’S BALLOON
SOARS SWIFTLY
TOWARDS EAST

AERONAUT PASSES MOUNTAIN
RANGES SUCCESSFULLY

MUELLER QUITS ONLY AFTER
DESPERATE STRUGGLE

Last Report States “United States,”
at Elevation of Nine Thousand
Feet, |s Headed Toward
y Nevada

Bulleting from the *“United States:"”
At 1:10 o'clock to The Herald via
Mrs., C. A, Kenyon, 230 West Twenty-
fifth street: “We tried 2500 feet; wind
out to ocean., We came down 800 feet.
Wind east; low' current best. All well
on board. Just ate some chicken,
“CAPTAIN WILD,
“LEROYXEZ.

At Sixth and Towne streets: e
The Herald—High altitude no gooq:
Buy and boost home products. REX.
On Boyle avenue, Boyle Heights:
«wThe Herald: Will get good start in
time; only hunting the right current.
“CAPTAIN WILD.”

From El1 Monte, via Thomas Her-
bert: “To The Herald—Balloon passed
300 feet above El Monte and quarter

of mile south. at 3 o’clock. Going
southeast. All well. CAPT. WILD.”
From Covina, via Henry L. Mar-

(Continued on Page Three)

THE NEWS SUMMARY

FORECAST
For Los Angeles and vicinity: Fair
Tuesday; light west wind. Maximum
temperature yesterday, 82 degrees;
minimum, 50 degrees.
LOCAL

rvisors cannot award printing
Jeffries com-

Board of supe
of good roads bonds to w. P.
pany. g

Fourth street # loss estimated to reach
early $200,000.
nll- l?xljh.:m workers battle with grim poverty.
8. P. C. A. ofticer, fired on from ambush, be-
lieves his death was intended.
Property owner writes letter flaying Ocean
Park trustees for granting long-time franchise
to street railroad.
Supreme court refuses to release on bond
Mexican prisoner from Los Angeles county jail,
Ingersoll will cas {s being tried a second
time, the supreme court having sent it back
on technical grounds,
Grand Jjury resumes
alleged vice protection. -
Count of votes on senatorial and assembly
amendments is completed. A
Prosperity week opens with bright prospects
of much success.

San Pedro and Los Angeles agree that harbor
must be under local control.

Veteran accused of arson is said to have
smoked cigar while his wife's house burned.
Humane Animal league presents claim for
$7100 as its share from money derived from
sale of dog®licenses.
Council Instructs. city attorney to prepare
crdinance providing for special election to vote
oa charter amendments.

Ice trust cases will be heard from December
14 to 17.

A
its investigation of

COAST
San Diego man commits suicide in fit of de-
spondency.
Swedish miner ends life by bullet in saloon
at Redding.
Fifteen hotel and saloon men
srrested for running slot machines.

Interstate commerce commission's ruling de-
clared at Vancouver to have diverted great
bulk of commerce to other than Pacific eoast
gteamship lines.

Army of officers guard court room at San
Francisco when Ruef's trial 1s resumed; de-
fense asks for change of venue, claiming pub-
lic feeling against Ruef is prejudicial; Heney
improves rapidly; bullet is remaoved; mystery
of Haas' suiclde not yet solved

Boy burglars of San Jose sentenced to re-
formatory.
Receiver

of Redding

of Carson City bank sues former

cisco woman dies during anaesthesia
in dentist's chalr,

Salinas man arrested and held pending investi-
gation of death believed to have been due to
foul play.

Postal Telegraph company, by expenditure of
$150,000, will connect two Nevada systems and
complete transcontinental line.

Governor-elect Cosgrove of Washington ar-
rives at Paso Robles to recuperate from attack
of illness.

Governor Gillett ill from bad cold threatening
to develop. into pneumonia,

Oregon wins boundary line suit against Wash-
ington, court deciding in favor of state's sal-
mon industries,

Stockton ministers
Francisco,

Twenty men hgld up and robbed in Hazen,
Nev., by lone highwayman.

Stockton newspaper man dies from attack of
preumonia,

San Francisco lawyer shcots down man in
quarrel; vietim clalms attorney had defraudod
him; may die,

denounce graft in San

EASTERN

Petition for habeas corpus of Sing Sing life
term conviet who killed Millionaire Rice of
New York denied by United States supreme
covrt.
Congress of Catholic missionaries in Chicago

marks new epoch in history of American
branch of Romén church,
Chicago real estate dealer, wealthy and

highly respected, confesses to having obtained
over $700,000 by forging deeds and not for
twenty years; is accused, arrested, tried, con-
victed and sentenced to prison within four
heurs.
lecretary of War Wright aids in fight against
sugar trust; champions sugar beet growers'
cause, and urges free entry of Philippine prod-
uct at ways and means committee hearing in
Washington,

Cleorgia man, bitten by mad dog and dying of
hydrophobia, pleads to be strapped to bed to
prevent him attacking family.

Six men killed in mine cage accident at
Ellsworth, Pa.

One hundred and seventy-four Chinese dis-
interred from T.ong Igland cemetery to be
taken back te China for reburial.

State's witness in Springfield, Ill., race riot
prosecution ends life to avoid trial for forgery.

New York rabbi denounces Israel Zangwill's
advocacy of intermarriage of Jews and Chris-
tians, but Rabbi Emil Hirsch upholds it.

Mysterious thief steals many articles from
Bellevue hoepital in New York.

New York dispatch reports serious illness of
Lady Beresford in England.

Letters written by Mrs. Gunness, arch-mur-
deress alleged to have been slain by Ray Lam-
phere at LaPorte, Ind., are read in court and
prove damaging to defendant; methods em-
ployed by murderess revealed.

Game warden and two others drowned in
Michigan; bodies found in lake,

FOREIGN

Death of Chinese ruler causes many sinister
romors to eirculate in Japan; several news-
papers hint at foul play; China disturbed and
trouble feared,
Defeated lnlgunt in Leipsie seriously wounds
magistrate and kills clerk in court, firing ten
ghots before overpowered,
Danger of war between Austria-Hungary and
Servia declared in Vienna not yet averted.

Chinese in New Westminster, B. C., com-

Fire Brigade Fighting Dangerous Blaze in
Sherman-Clark Building on Fourth Street

THROWING POWERFUL STREAMS FROM THE WATER TOWER TO E XTINGUISH FIRE IN BASEMENT

IRISH-AMERICANS
ARE ARRAIGNED IN
BRITISH COMMONS

EDITOR DENOUNCED AS ADVO-
CATE OF DYNAMITE

Unionist Member of English House of
Commons Starts Bitter Discussion.
John Redmond Appeals for
Intervention

[By Assoclated Press.] ’

LONDON, Nov. 16.—The approaching
visit to this country of Patrick Ford,
editor of the Irish World of New York,
and O’'Meagher Condon, was the oc-
casion for an extraordinary attack in
the house of commons today.

James Craig, Unionist member from
the eastern district of Down, opened
the fight by asking Premier Asquith if
he were aware that Mr. Ford had been
declared to be known as “an advocate
of the use of dynamite,” and that Mr.
Condon had been sentenced for the
murder of an English policeman, yet
intended visiting England.

Mr. Craig asked also whether their
licenses permitted them to do so, and

(Continued on Page Thyge)

DEATH OF CHINESE

MONARCH SPREADS
SINISTER RUMORS

PAPERS IN TOKIO HINT AT
FOUL PLAY

Stock Market Is Seriously Affected.
Nipponese Prepared for Eventuals
ities—Looks to United States
for Co=operation

Associated Press.]
Nov. 16.—Announcement

[By
TOKI10,

made at-Pekin of the death of both the |

emperor and the dowager empress
caused a heavy fall in the stock market
in Tokio, but official views are opti-
mistic,

It is generally believed the emperor
died after the dowager, and some news-
papers express this opinion, while
others assign sinister causes for the
emperor's death.

The emperor of Japan, who is attend-
ing the naval review at Kobe,
message of sympathy to Tokio, as also
did the members of the cabinet. All
the flags in Tokio are at half mast.

The newspapers comment volumin-
ously, giving the views of Count Haya-

(Continued on Page Two)

Richard Le Gallienne

Poet, Idealist, Idyllist, Le
and then came to this country where
could goon eclaim equal recognition.

is abreast of the literary movement

(Continced on Page Three)
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THIS FIIM WAS PRODUCED FROM THE

Jdowing his arrest for intoxication,

mits suicide because of remorse and shame fol-

who are carrying It forward.

Gallienne
won prominence for himself in England,

He

the day and in the front rank of those

One of the $25,000
group of contribu-
tors to the Los An-
geles Herald during
the coming year.
Fifty-two stories,
averaging 10 Cents
a Word; no story to
cost less than $500.

The best short-
story writers of our
time engaged to
write for the Los
Angeles Herald. All
stories to be illus-
trated by  artists
ranking with the

writers.

A New
Announcement
Daily
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|
|
|

|
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GROWERS OF SUGAR
BEETS ARE AIDED BY
SECRETARY WRIGHT

CABINET OFFICIAL JOINS
FIGHT ON TRUST

IN

Champions Free Entry for Philippine
Product—Combine Declared to
Control Market and Regu-
late Prices

[By Associated Press.]

NEW YORK, Nov. 16~The United
States government has brought six suits
against the American Sugar Refining
company to recover forfeitures and cus-
toms receipts amounting to $3,624,121
on sugar delivered at the Havemeyer
and Elder refineries in Brooklyn during
the past six years.

The government
welghing shipments.

The first of the suits was for $1,500,-
000 and was filed with the courts on Oc-
tober 16 and the others were filed Oc-
tober 28.

The filing of the action was kept from
public knowledge until after the election,
but was made known here today.

American Sugar Refining company has
filed a denial of the charges.

alleges fraud in

CARRYING A LINE OF HOSE TO
THE ROOF OF THE SHERMAN-
CLARK BUILDING

Ppolicemen,

SCORES OF OFFICERS

GUARD COURT; RUEF
TRIAL IS RESUMED

CHANGE OF VENUE IS SOUGHT
BY DEFENSE

Case Continued Amid Great Excite=
ment-—Heney Improving Rapidly.
Bullet Is Removed—Public
Feeling Bitter

[By Assoclated Presa.)

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 16.—With
Judge Lawlor’'s court room thronged by
special detectives, deputy
sheriffs and other peace officers, while
the streets about the building were
guarded by mounted police and many
patrolmen, the trial of Abraham Ruef
was resumed today, after its interrup-
tion -on Friday, when Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Francis J. Heney was
shot down in the court room by Mor-
ris Haas,

As was expected, the defense asked
the court immediately for a change of
venue, declaring that Ruef could not
obtain the fair and impartial trial
which was his right under the law in
this city, and supporting the declara-
tion with affidavits signed by Ruef and
his attorneys, to which were attached
clippings from the newspapers describ-
ing the mass meetings and other gath-
erings and utterances that followed the
attack upon Mr. Heney.

Public Feeling Averse

WASHINGTON, Nov, 16.—The alle-
gation that the so-called sugar trust

[ controls the price paid the grower and

the

the price charged the consumer,
secretary of war putting himself on
record ag a champion of free entry

for Philippine sugar, and the general
“stand pat” attitude of the beet sugar
growers who appeared before the ways
end means committee of the house,
were the features of today's hearing
on the revision of the tariff as it
would affect sugar,

Secretary of War Wright and Gen.
Clarence Idwards, chief of the insular
bureau, were present,

Chairman Payne asked Secretary
Wright if he cared to make any re-

marks. The former governor of the
islands said:

“We are now having an investiga-
tion made in the Philippines regarding
the cost of production in the islands
and other matters relating to the
question,

“from what I have just heard, the
principal objection by the beet sugar
growers to the admission free of duty
of Philippine sugar lics in the dan-
ger that markets will be inundated by
the Philippine article,

Supply Insufficient

“It ig not possible that the Philip-
pine islands could supply the actual
increase in demand for sugar year by
year in. the United States, In that

(Continued on Page Two)

These, the defense alleged, were suf-
ficient evidence of the public feeling
that would prvent the impartial trial
of the defendant.

When the defense had completed its
statement, the prosecution asked for a
continuance, in order that it might
have time to prepare counter affidavits,
This Judge Lawlor granted, ordering
the case adjourned until tomorrow
morning.

As the hour set for the opening of
court approached squads of police be-

gan to arrive at the hall and the
mounted officers appeared on the
streets. Every passerby was subjected

to the closest scrutiny and no one was
allowed to enter the court room with-
out provinz his right to do so.

Street Is Crowded

Beyond the line maintained by the
officers a jam of curious people packed
the street so closely that when the
prison van in which Ruef was driven
to the court from the county jail ar-
rived the police escort was forced to
part the crowd to make way for the
wagol.

Everywhere
room were officers
for any emergency.

Behind the tables of counsel and di-
rectly in front of the press tables sat
four detectives with their backs to the
court and jury, their eyes constantly
watching every movement in the court
room, while on the sides were half a
dozen of Special Agent Burns' men,
Captain Henry Gleeson and Lieuten-
ant Wright were personally in com-
mand of the police in and around the
building.

Ruef First to Arrive

Abraham Ruef was the first of those
directly intrested in the trial to arrive.
With five policemen and five deputy
sheriffs riding inside with him and es-
corted by five mounted policemen Ruef
reached the court room from the county
jail. -
Ruef's pallor was marked and al-
though he was calm and composed in
his manner, the effects of the events
of the past few days were plainly vis-
ible on his face.

Not the slightest demonstration
marked his arrival., A few minutes
later Assistant District Attorney John
O'Gara, who has been Mr. Heney's as-
sistant in Ruef's trial, came in and

throughout the court
armed and ready

FOURTH STREET
FIRE LOSS MAY
TOTAL $200,000

SHERMAN-CLARK BUILDING IS
SWEPT BY FLAMES

BROADWAY DEPARTMENT STORE
SAVED BY HARD WORK

Organized Brigade of Employes Pre.
vents Spread of Blaze—Clerks and
Customers Got Out Without
Panic

property valued at approximately
$200,000 broke out in the basement
of the Sherman-Clark or Los Angeles-
Pacific Railway building at 314 West
Fourth street yesterday afternoon.

By the time the fire engines and

FIRE that caused the destruction of

many hose, hook and 1.dder wagons
had arrived on the scene the flames

were threatening the Broadway de-
partment store, from which customers
were pouring like bees from a hive,
Intense excitement prevailed among
the inmates of the Knox lodging house
on the third and fourth floors of the
Sherman-Clark building, who were in
their rooms when the fire started. The
firemen, on arriving, placed the lad-
ders and climbed up to the rescue of
four frightened women. These were
Ruth Hastings of 3415 Prospect avenue,
Grace Gilliam of Hollywood, Lucy Wil-
kinson and Geraldine Sewell.

Broadway's Employes Active
Under the personal direction  of
Arthur Letts, proprietor of the Broad-
way department store, the fire organ-
ization, composed of employes of that
firm, valiantly fought back the flames
with their own fire apparatus, doing
excellent work on the adjoining build-
ing and practically saving the big de-
partment store. They tore out the
shelving and poured streams into the
light well, and at the same time had
five streams playing on the fire which
was raging in the other building. The
employes were ordered out of the
building one floor at a time and what
in many instances would have been a
panic was averted by presence of mind
and discipline.

The estimated losses are:
Sherman-Clark building
Knox ledging house
Cecil Hair emporium

ceeness.$75,000

Sunset Tea and Coffee house. 3,000
Newman millinery . 2,000
Los Angeles-Pacific railway..... 5,000

Other losses were the Broadway depart-
ment store, whose goods may have suffered
to the extent of $100,000; the Clarendon
hotel, damaged by smoke and water, and
the Fourth street cafeteria.

The damage to the stored goods of
the Broadway was heavy, although no

definite estimate can bé made until.
today. The main store ' was soaked
with water and the basement was

flooded. The store will not be open to
the public today.

The fire, which raged mainly in the
hasements-and the first floors, did seri-
ous damage in the. following business
houses: The Los Angeles-Pacific Rail-
way company’s waiting room and office;
the Knox rooming house, 318 West
Fourth street; Sunset Tea and Coffee
house, 322 West Fourth street; Ceeil
Millinery company, 324 West Fourth
street; M. A, Newman’s millinery estab-
lishment- and the Clarendon hotel, the
last named place having been mainly
damaged by water and smoke.

In the millinery establishment Mrs.
R. Corenson alone lost $1000 of stock.

Boy Discovers Fire

How the fire started is still a mys-
tery, although it is believed the flames
started in a kitchen at the rear of the
Sunset bakery. The flames were first
discovered by Arthur Roos, 6§34 Antonio
street, an office hoy in one of the Los
Angeles-Pacific offices. In a few min-
utes after the alarms were given thou-
sands of persons flocked to the scene,
and it was only by stretching ropes
across the streets at Broadway and Hill
street that the excited throng was kept
back.

The first alarm was given at 2:03
o'clock and was responded to by en-
gines 3, 4, 5 and 16, truck 2 and the

water tower. The second alarm was at

2 o'clock and was answered by en-
gines 9, 10 and 19, truck 3 and hose
2 and 4. The last call was at 2:30
o'clock and was answered by engines
7, 11 and 17, truck 4 and hose 3. The
firemen did great work, but notwith-
standing all their efforts the fire raged
from 2 until after 4 o’clock.

E. €. Wilkinson and S. H. Pickard,
who were in the general manager's of-
fice of the Los Angeles-Pacific Railway
company, gathered and placed the com-
pany's books in safes, packed the let-
ters into bags which they threw down
into the street, and then themselves
descended by the fire escape.

Chief Lips says that yesterday’s fire
was one of the hardest to fight he had
ever seen because of the dense smoke
which rose in clouds from the buildings,
blinding the firemen at their duties.

Little Left of Building

“The interior of the building seems
to be entirely demolished,” said Gen,
M. H. Sherman, who, with E. P. Clark,
owns the structure in which the fire
raged. *‘Only the outer walls are stand-
ing. The building cost about $100,000
and was insured for half.

“The Los Angeles-Pacific company
did not lose much in the way of val-
uable papers as they were locked ia
vaults and the constant streams of wa-
ter served to Kkeep the vaults cool.”

Street car traffic was demoralized on
Fourth street, Hill and Broadway Zor
about three hours. Cars were dis-
patched as usual from the Hill street
station of the Los Angeles-Pacific, but
there was a long tie-up on the Holly-
wood and Colegrove lines.

As a token of gratitude to the Los
Angeles firemen for their efficient serv-
ice in yesterday's fire, which threatened
the Broadway department store, Mr,
Letts has donated $100 to the Los An-
geles Firemen's Relief assoclation,

POLICE FROM PASADENA
COME TO ASSIST AT FIRE

Chief Favour of the Pasadena. police
départment, Police Commissioner Me=
dill and several patrolmen from Pasa-
dena were visitors at the central po-
lice station yesterday afternoon. They
came not merely as visitors, but to
assist the local police in handling the
crowds at the fire at Fourth and
Broadway.

There was a report circulated at the
Crown city to the effect that the en-
tire business district of Los A
was ablaze and the officers bo

and came here to'assist

(Continued on Page Twe)

the first car after hearing the rumo
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geles department, RS Tl




