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Leading Citizens Asked to Choose Candidate for Successor to Mayor
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HARPER'S OPPONENT WILL BE
SELECTED AT MEETING Of CIVIC

BODIES CALLED FOR TOMORROW
Success of Recall Petitions Causes Those in

Charge of Movement to Seek Desir-
able Nominee for Office of

; City's Chief Executive

CANVASSERS FIND RESPONSE AMONG VOTERS

"Efforts of 'Machine* Politicians to -Stave Of Rush of
Signers Fail, Public Declaring Charges Have

Been Proved and Change in Administra-
tion Is Demanded for Good of City

[Y\HE question of a successor to1^ Mayor Harper will definitely
j

Mayor Harper will be definitely j
-*- taken up tomorrow afternoon at j
a meeting called by the Municipal
league. Invitations to the meeting were
mailed yesterday to members of the
Municipal league, Merchants and'
Manufacturers' association, City club
and chamber of commerce, with the
idea that this would obtain a repre-
sentative list of citizens.

The invitations were as follows:
"Dear Sir— Monday, February 1,

1909, at 3 p. m., at Blanchard hall, 233
South Broadway, a meeting will be
held to nominate a candidate for mayor
of Los Angeles to run in opposition to
Mayor Harper at the recall election,
which it is now practically certain will
be held. This is the only purpose of
the meeting. If you desire to partici-
pate in the meeting on that basis, you
i.re invited to be present.

"This invitation is sent to all mem-
\ bers of the chamber of commerce, Mer-
chants and Manufacturers' association,
Municipal league and City club, but you
are asked, not as a member of any of
the above-named organizations, but as
a citizen.

"The meeting is called by the Munici-
pal league.

"J. O. KOEPFLI, President.
"C. D. WILLARD, Secretary."

"We could not do this in propriety
until we had been assured somewhat
of the responses to the request that
electors sign the petitions for the re-
call," said a member of the executive
committee yesterday. "These re-
sponses were so prompt and represent-
ative and so numerous that the Invok-
ing of the recall is a certainty, and the
question of a candidate is the next
step.

To Select Candidate
"Naturally, the organization taking

the initiative for the recall should like-
wise arrange for a meeting to select a
cand late. For that reason the Muni-
cipal league has taken the next step.
To obtain a representative list of names
the leading civic and business associa-
tions were taken, but the invitations
were not sent to members except as
citizens of Los Angeles interested ih
the city's welfare. The members do not
take in a- - one class or section of the
city.

"Itwas not an easy matter to arrive
at the best method of obtaining a list
of good i citizens, yet it was not the!
proper y position for the Municipal j
league to undertake to make up any
arbitrary list of that sort. So the sug- I
gestion of utilizing the membership
rolls of the principal business and civic
organizations of the city was adopted
as the best solution.

"The invitations are definite and tell
the story."

The Municipal league's monthly bul-
letin, "Municipal Affairs," was mailed
to members yesterday afternoon with
the statement, "The Recall of Mayor
Harper," printed in Friday's Herald.
No effort was made to circulate a spe-
ed edition, as the statement was print-
ed in the newspapers, and as a mem-
ber of the executive committee said,
"People are reading the recall matter
ri the papers very closely just now."

The campaign committee now has
canvassers with tables and petitions
stationed at the following places in the
business section, where voters may sign
the recall petitions:

133 South Broadway.

320% South Spring street.
648 South Spring street.
538 South Main street.
Entrance to O. T. Johnson building.
Campaign headquarters, 401 Equita-

ble bank building.
Ten additional places will be ar-

ranged for Wednesday morning. Peti-
tions will be available at every vot-
ing place at the special election on the
charter amendments Tuesday during
voting hours, and voters who cast their; ballots on charter revision may sign
the recall petition on the same trip.

To Get Reports
All volunteer canvassers will be re-

quested to report in on their petitions
by Tuesday. The paid canvassers re-
port daily, but some of the volunteers
have not yet reported. The campaign
committee desires to ascertain the ex-
act number of names secured, and willgo over the reports Tuesday evening.
This action will permit a more effectivecampaign during the coming week.Reports from the circulators who
have petitions show that the electorsare desirous of co-operating in the re- \call. One man working on Spring
street secured sixty-two names in less
than four hours. Telephone and other
inquiries at The Herald office regard-
ing qualifications and other details re-
lating to the signing of the petition
indicate that interest is as keen as
when the question was first asked, "Is
Vice Protected in Los Angeles?"

One man at present in a hospital
wrote to ask if a petition might be
sent to him, as he was anxious to be
on the honor roll. "I am temporarily
absent from my home but would be
delighted to know," he said, "that my
name is on the list of petitioners for
Mayor Harper's recall. And when that
election comes off I will be there to
vote for his retirement if it takes a
leg." y y '\u25a0\u25a0; 77.777

Similar sentiments come to the at-
tention of petition circulators' daily.
Efforts . have been made to "bulldoze"
canvassers and to prevent a continu-
ance of- their work. Two men have
been, told that they "ought to be en-

, gaged in honest labor instead of cir-
; culating a petition that would stir up
comment about the city." _

When ."bulldozing" fails canvassers
are pleaded with. "Ihave lived in this

• city forty-one years," said a machine

worker to a man with a petition yes-
terday, "and I want to tell you, young
man, that you are ruining your politi-
cal future by training with this re-
form crowd. The organization has al-
ways controlled Los Angeles and al-
ways will, and nobody who bucks it
can amount to anything. You'd bet-
ter throw up this petition business."

"And after he left I got fifty names
today," said the canvasser.

In similar ways the machine is en-
deavoring to ridicule the recall cam-
paign, apparently being unable to pre-
sent any better class of argument. In
some saloons Harper talk is strong,
but elsewhere no campaign of any
force is waged.

A sample of the character. of the
"pro-Harper" work is evidenced in a
cartoon card resembling a "comic"
valentine sent out, purporting to come
from the Second Ward Improvement
association, which represents a. man
tearing his hair and bewailing the ex-
pense that one election after another
brings upon Los Angeles. One of
these cards was shown to Marshall
Stimson, who is a member of the Sec-
ond Ward Improvement - association,
and he was asked if it expressed the
sentiment of the organization.

"I am a member of the association's
executive committee," said Mr. Stim-
son. "It has not held a meeting or
otherwise taken any such a ridiculous
step as that. The card is the work of
machine politicians. When they are
interested in getting jobs special elec-
tions can't be held too often to suit
them, and then they keep very quiet
about the expense. They care very
little about the amount of expenses if
they can get hold of them, but where
their operations are involved they
squeal at once. lam suspicious imme-
diately when I hear the machine men
begin to yell about burdens on the
poor taxpayer.

No Party Worker* Needed
"Now that they have raised this

question of elections it is worth while
to consider another phase of it. Usual-
ly the custom is to give holders of
county offices uncalled for holidays
to permit them to be around the polls.
There is* absolutely no excuse for this
at Tuesday's election, for it is not a
partisan election and- party workers
are not needed. I suggest that the polls'
be watched Tuesday to see what coun-
ty offices any workers come from; that
will give an idea of what the heads of
county .departments think about county
employes working against the people's
amendments. Watch \u25a0 the workers and
see what offices they should be in .if
doing their duty. See who -is at the
head of the office from which they
come. No plea that it is for the party's
interest will avail at this election, for
it is absolutely a non-partisan election.
This may likewise give pointers of
value in connection with the coming
recall election."

The interest that the .machine is
taking in the outcome of the recall isbrought out by the fact that Republi-
can precinct committeemen have beenpressed into service to circulate "pro-
Harper" petitions. This has been done,
in several wards, but in a number of
cases it has had an effect opposite to
that intended. The Republican ma-
chine committeeman in the Seventy-
sixth precinct started out to fill up a
"pro-Harper" petition, but he succeed-
ed' in arousing a number of electors
who signed for the recall. One came
into the Municipal league headquarters
and secured a recall petition with the
assertion^ that the Republican commit-
teeman would find that "he had stirred
up a hornet's nest on the Harper ques-
tion."

The statement made by the Munici-pal league on the reasons for the reca'l
of Mayor Harper evoked a great deal
of comment, particularly for the em-
phatic yet temperate manner in which
the indictments were summarized.

"It is a good supplement to The Her-
ald's evidence." said a business man
yesterday. "How can anybody take
the answers to the question, 'Is viceprotected in Los Angeles?' as present-
ed by The Herald and add to them a
consideration of the Municipal league
statement without wanting to take off
his coat to work for the honor of the
city?

, Harper's Friends Injure Him
"I have read all I can find on both

sides of the question, but there is no
answer to The Herald's statements,
and nobobdy has disputed the Munici-pal league except to say that every-
body did not have a voice in their
meeting. To my mind the arguments
of the friends'of Harper are doing
him considerable harm. They call
names and say the Municipal league
is not representative, but that does
not refute what The Herald said.

"What's the matter that Harper's
men don't come out in the open? I
notice that their fake petitions are kept
in the saloons, while those of the Mu-nicipal league are right out on the
street. That's a good indication, .T
think. I saw one of their pro-Harper
petitions in a saloon today. It had a
few names on it, and the barkeeper was
asking men to sign. I asked him what
interest he had in the campaign. 'It's
orders,' says he; 'anyhow, do you want
this a longhaired town?' 'Well,* I said,
'I don't want them to job the aqueduct.*
'Aw, —— the aqueduct,' he said, 'they
had that all fixed before Harper went
in.' : I noticed they, didn't ask anybody
if he could vote or not."

"You certainly ought." said another
man to a Herald reporter, "to reiterate
daily that statement in the Municipal
league's summary: These revelations

CONGRESS VOTES
LARGE SUM FOR
ARMY BALLOONS

$500,000 APPROPRIATED TO
AID EXPERIMENTS

•

SPIRITED FIGHT ENDS IN VIC-

TORY FOR AERONAUTICS -_ :— i

Achievements of Wright Brothers and
Strides of Science, Exemplified in

Sinking of Steamship Re-
public, Cited

:—:
[Special to The Herald.]

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.— vot-
ing an appropriation of $500,000
over the amount originally ap-

propriated the house today made lib-
teral provision for further experiments
by the army in the use of balloons and
airships. :';'//

The subject gave rise to a spirited
debate which continued most of the
session. \

The opponents of , Jhe proposition
tried to defeat it by raising all sorts
of parliamentary points, but the chair
overruled these and paved the way for
incorporating the provision .in . the
army appropriation bill.

Aeronuatics occupied much attention
in the house today in connection with
consideration of the balloon bill.

The advisability of an appropriation
for army balloons was the first order
of business.

The question was raised by Mr. Mc-
Mann of Arkansas, who drew from
Mr. Hull, who prepared the measure,
the statement that balloons had not
heretofore been specifically provided
for and the Arkansan at once made a
point of order against the provision.

Burden of Argument *

The burden of the arguments in sup-
port of the balloon provision was that
balloons had now become a part of an
efficient army, while some of tho op-
ponents maintained that balloons were
not used in the Russo-Japanese war,
the Spanish-American war and the
Boer war. " ' * -

Mr. Macon insisted that balloons had
played no considerable part in war-
fare.

His statement was controverted by
Mr. Cockran, who said a balloon per-
formed a good part in the jwar be-
tween France and Germany, when M.
Gambetta escaped from Paris by such
means and organized the national de-
fense.

Mr. Mann of Illinois, in favoring the
balloon provision, pointed to the sink-
ing of the Republic and said that no
one could have cited, ten days ago,
any case where wireless telegraphy
had saved hundreds of lives through
shipwreck.

When to Cite Virtues
"The time for citing the case in

reference to balloons," he said, "will
come after they have saved hundreds
of millions of dollars, and may be
hundreds of thousands of lives, and
possibly a great deal more."

Mr. Macon was at last induced to
withdraw his point of order on a state-
ment by Mr. Capron of Rhode Island,
that balloons had been used with good
results during the Civil War, but its
renewal by Mr. Sherley again clouded

| the situation.
In an elaborate opinion by Mr. Per-

kins, who was in the chair, the point
of order was overruled, and the work
of experimenting with balloons by the
government accordingly will go on.

1 Increase Is Lost
After the ruling Mr. Hull of lowa of-

fered an amendment increasing the ap- !
propriation from $250,000 to $750,000, i
which Mr. Hull admitted after being
subjected to rapid flre questioning was
to be used largely for experimenting
with and the development of balloons j
and airships.

During the debate Mr. Slayden of
Texas pointed to the achievements of!
the Wright brothers in aerial naviga- j
tion, which he said had been so con-
spicuous that a foreign government had
already acquired rights in their inven-
tions.

He deemed it of the utmost impor-
tance that the American government
should take the lead in military aero-
nautics.

By a vote of 75 to 55 the amendment
[ was adopted, the announcement being
I greeted with applause. Except with re-
| spect to the appropriation for aeronaut-
I ical experiments the bill was not
amended in any important particular.

! GET MUCH DATA ON COST
OF FOREIGN MANUFACTURES

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.—Members of
the house committee^ on ways and

] means recently asked different execu-
l tive departments to procure for them
I from foreign countries all facts obtain-
able regarding the cost of labor and
other expense incident to the production !

i of the manufactured articles abroad,
i for use in the preparation of the tariff
j bill.

A large mass of important data al-
ready has come in, in the language of

j the country in which it originated. The
i bureaus of information are limited in
i the number of clerks, and most of

them are especially, short of translat-
j ors. The committee itself has none.

Whether the house will open its purse
| and provide the needed translators or
dispense with the information is prob-
lematical.

To Study Defective Persons
WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.-The estab-! lishment of a laboratory for the study; or' criminal, 'pauper and defective

: classes is provided for in a bill which
the committee on judiciary soon willreport to the house. The laboratory
and the work of collecting sociologicaland pathological" data are to be incharge of a director to be appointed by

1 the president. The laboratory, if the
rill becomes a law, is to be located in
Washington. -,*\u25a0

Bill Affects Liquor Dealers
WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.—The deliv-ery of a package containing intoxicat-

l ing liquors to any person but the con-
signee is prohibited by the provisions

I of a bill introduced yesterday by Rep-
resentative Miller of Kansas. A fine of
not more than $5000 or imprisonment fortwo years Is fixed as **a penalty for
violation. The bill applies only to in-
terstate shipments.

CAPITALISTS TO
GIVE TESTIMONY

ON ABSORPTION
BIG STEEL MERGER WILL BE

PROBED TO BOTTOM

IMPORTANT WITNESSES SUM-
MONED BY SENATORS

Henry C. Frick and Judge Gary Among
Magnates Subpoenaed to Tell of

/ Combine Sanctioned by
Roosevelt \

[By Associated Press.]

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30. — When
the special senate committee
charged with the investigation

of the president's authority for permit-
ting the absorption of the Tennessee
Coal and Iron company by the United
States. Steel corporation resumed its
Inquiry on Tuesday next it is expected
there will be a number of importnat
witnesses examined. . .'

Among thtse may be Judge E. H.
Gary and Henry C. Frick, the repre-
sentatives of the Steel corporation, who
laid the question of mergnig the two
concerns before President Roosevelt,
and Lewis Cass Ledyard, who is said
to have originated the merger idea in
order to take the Tennessee Coal and
Iron company's stock out of a number
of loans which were being pressed for
payment by New York banking insti-
tutions which held them.

According to testimony of George
W. Perkins of the firm of J. P. Mor-
gan & Co., given out today, Mr. Led-
yard appears to have been the first to
suggest that the steel corporation take
over the Tennessee concern.

Mr. Ledyard was described as one
lawyer of the partnership which was
in difficulty over loans it had secured
on Tennessee Coal & Iron stock.

Nameless Partnership
Thus far in the hearing before the

special committee on judiciary this
partnership remains nameless, but it
is understood the members of the com-
mittee are confident they know the
concern meant and will be able to
subpoena its. members.

At the late afternoon session of the
judiciary committee * yesterday Mr..Perkins was pressed very hard for an
explanation of the value of exchang-

i ing United States Steel corporation
bonds for Tennessee Coal and Iron
stock when both were quoted at about
the same., price on * the , market.

He was asked as to the difference be-
tween the securities and how the mere
substitution of one security for an-
other relieved the situation.

\u25a0He said: 7
"There was a very great difference. |

No one dared press any security on the
market at that time that there was any
question about being able to sell.

"We were in a panic and the worst
panic that any city or country had
ever known. .

"It was not a question whether any-
thing was intrinsically worth anything
or was not. It was what you could do
with it—what the people believed. They
did not believe in that security (Ten-
nessee Coal & Iron stock) and they
did believe in the steel bonds. Whether
their belief was well founded or
whether it was not has nothing at all
to do with people's minds at that mo-
ment."

THE NEWS SUMMARY
FORECAST

For Los Angeles and vicinity:
Cloudy, with showers, Sunday; fresh
southwest wind. Maximum tempera-
ture yesterday, 59 degrees; minimum,
44 degrees.

LOCAL
Aero club of California begins campaign

to widen work of organization in Los An-
geles county.

Tramps rob laborer who offers to pay
them for sharing meal with him and then
thieves bind victim over fire, leaving him to
roast. He will recover.

Former cashier of bank at Searchlight,
Nev., held for receiving deposits after in-
stitution was insolvent, says he will go back
if president, who is fighting extradition, is
made to return.

Real estate dealer finds robber in his
room, chases him out. thief draws revolver
and makes, his escape.

Dr. Thorpe obtains divorce decree on
grounds of desertion and he also is awarded
custody of the children.

Eleven-year-old child while wading in
pool in abandoned gravel pit is drowned by
stepping into hole six feet deep and filled
with, water.

COAST
Gillett pardons convict on parole who has

proved good behavior.
Japanese student attacked by white students

at Berkeley and race riot is threatened.
Court of appeals at San Diego" decides woman

whe remarries still is wife of first husband.
Secretary of mining company accused at San

Francisco of selling bogus stock. \u0084,
Astronomer at Mare island says he has dis-

covered world-old secret of problem of solar
system.

Southern Pacific interests endeavor to foist
tricky legislation law on unsuspecting public.

EASTERX
Gridiron club at Washington tenders hilari-

ous farewell to 'President Roosevelt and Vice
President Fairbanks, indulging in much fun
at expense of retiring officials.

President Roosevelt signs proclamation add-
ing vast tracts of timber lands to jHumboldt
reserve in Nevada.

Omnibus statehood bill introduced in con-
i gress. . y/y. \u25a0 "\u25a0

\u25a0

Congress appropriates half million dollars
'for army balloon experiments.

United Mine workers' convention again
wrangles; donates money to aid Gompers, Mit-
chell and Morrison. \u25a0*

Outdoor school planned for consumptive
children in Chicago.

Oklahoma's convicts taken from -Kansas
penitentiary and placed in county jails.

Serious charges preferred by lawyers in the
trial of Coopers at Nashville creates furore.

Steamer arrives at \u25a0 Chicago after fearful
voyage in storms on Lake Michigan.

Express agent hurls safe into river in Penn-
sylvania to foil supposed train robbers.

Secretary Garfield declines to enter Taft's
cabinet.

FOREIGN
Reports from Barcelona deny earthquake did

much damage
\u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0 • \u25a0

Chief Witness and Four
Senators Probing Merger

TWO GIVE CITY
JAIL THE SLIP

TRUSTIES TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THEIR PRIVILEGES

One Is Quickly Recaptured, but No
vrace Is Found of the Other.

Woman Assists to
Escape

Charles. Roberts,- four times in the
city' prison for the longest terms that
can-be imposed under the misdemeanor
act, and Bert Miller, serving 120. days

on a charge of vagrancy, made their
escape from central police station yes-
terday. Miller absconded yesterday
morning and is still at large. Roberts
got away last night, but found his lib-
erty short-lived, for in less than two
hours he was arrested in Pasadena on
a description sent out by the local
police. Both men were trusties in the

I jail stable.
The escape was a prearranged affair.

For some months Roberts had been
allowed to go daily to the grocery store
of Charles Vogt, near the jail. . He
always returned promptly within a
minute or two, and the officers never
dreamed of. his trying to escape, as his
term was almost at an end.

Miller was employed each morning to
clean off the' sidewalk in front of- the
jailbuilding. Early yesterday morning

he was taken out by Driver William
Pliscke for that purpose, and when he
screwed the hose on the hydrant he
turned it so tightly that it could not
bo taken off except with a wrench.
Pliscke returned to the stable to secure
a wrench, leaving Miller in front of the
jail, still working with his hands to
loosen the hose coupling.

As soon as the officer disappeared
Miller ran up the hill, turned down Hill
street and was out of sight when the

"officer returned.
Another prisoner said Miller would be

back in a moment, and thus delayed a
search. In a few minutes, however, it
was learned that he had run away,
and officers were sent out, but he had
made good his escape.

i Second Man Escapes ,
Last' night Roberts obtained permis-

sion from Driver Jack Mart to go to
the Vogt grocery and buy some cheese.
"In a few minutes, as he did not return,
the officer. went in search of him and
found ;he had stopped in the store only
a moment, having inquired for a pack-
age left there for him by a woman. It
was learned that for some time a wom-
an, young, tastefully dressed and of
rather comely appearance, had been
calling at the store from time to time
and leaving packages for Roberts.

Until last night the packages always
had been small ones and contained
nothing, so far as known, but cakes and
pies. The package left last night was
a bulky one, and is believed to have
contained a suit of clothing and money
with which he was to make his escape.

An hour after Roberts had left the
jailit was learned that he had gone to
Pasadena, and the officers there were
notified to be on the lookout for him.
An hour after the alarm was sent out
a telephone message was received from
Pasadena that the man had been
caught there. Secretary Lyle Pende-
gast went to Pasadena and returned
the prisoner 'to the jail, and he was
promptly consigned to the dungeon,
where he will spend the balance of his
term as a dangerous prisoner. .

By questioning Roberts it was learned
that the escape of himself and Miller
had been prearranged and that it was
their intention to walk from Pasadena
to Dolgeville, there catch a night
freight on the Southern Pacific and beat
their way down into Arizona or Nevada.

The woman who left the package for
Roberts probably will be arrested today
for aiding and abetting a' prisoner to
escape." -.-"-'' '

*-' '
_.--.-.-

WOMAN BANDIT
ROBS MECHANIC

FEMININE 'HIGHWAYMAN' USES
REVOLVER

C. W. Jensen Held Up and His Money
Taken by Latest Star in Los

Angeles Criminal .
Colony

A woman bandit who robs her victim
by what is known as the "strong arm"
method and then resists capture by

Iflourishing a revolver if detected in her
robbery is the latest product in Los An-
geles criminal circles.

: C. W. Jensen, a mechanic, who lives
at 633 San Julian street, was robbed by
the woman of $45 last night, and when
he discovered the robbery ; and at-
tempted to hold the woman while his
nephew notified the police the feminine
bandit stood him off at the point of a
revolver until a man came to her
assistance, and together they made their
Iescape.

• The woman is said to be an octoroon
of very comely appearance, and she ap-
proached Jensen as he was going into
his home. She called to him, and he
stopped to find out what she wanted,
when she suddenly seized him, and
while holding his arms pinioned to his
side secured • a sack from his pocket
containing $45 • and then jumped away
from him with the exclamation: "Oh,
pardon me, I have made a mistake."
| Jensen had felt her hands in his
pocket and he at once discovered the
loss of his, money. He called fo her to
stop and started to seize her by the
arm when she drew a small revolver
from beneath her coat and pointing it
at him told him she would kill him on
the spot if he attempted to touch her. .

Jensen pluckily seized the woman,
however, and shouted to his nephew, a
boy of 16 years, who had preceded him
into the house, to get the police. The
boy ran for the police, and then the
woman succeeded in breaking away
again, and at that moment a negro ran
up with a knife in his hand and threat-
ened Jensen, who retreated.

The pair then ran, and while Motor-
cycle Policeman Harlan arrived on the
spot in a few minutes all trace of them
had disappeared. The entire neighbor-
hood was searched by the policeman,
but the couple was not found.

Four similar robberies are credited to
this woman or one answering her de-
scription, all of which have occurred
within the past few nights.

The police have a good description of
both the man and the woman, and
Patrolmen Glenn and Stevens, who are
said to be better acquainted with mem-
bers of the negro colony in Los An-
geles than any other officers, have been
assigned to the case. '•« .--.

SAY FAREWELL
TO ROOSEVELT

AND FAIRBANKS
GRIDIRON CLUB MEMBERS

SERVE ONLY "H 2 0"

SERIO-COMIC FUNCTION FULL OF

DISTINCT FEATURES

Noted Newspaper Men and Others
Indulge in Much Hilarity at

Expense of Retiring
Officials

[By Associated Press..

WASHINGTON, Jan. 30.—Farewell
to President Roosevelt and Vice
President Fairbanks—in their

official capacitywas said to them to-
night by the famous Gridiron club of
Washington newspapermen.

The occasion was the annual winter
dinner of that club. In all there wero

•nearly 200 guests, and, as is always the
case, the roll included many names that
figure conspicuously in the hall of
fame.

Amabassadors, justices of the su-
preme court, cabinet officials, senators,
representatives, editors, publishers and
men of affairs generally were in the
gathering.
It was far from a sad affair, although

the occasion was of a farewell nature.
Gridiron dinners never are sad.
As the president and vice president

were the guests of honor, so they came
\ in for equal prominence in the fun of
the evening.

Were Butt of Many Jests
While they were the butt of many of

the jokes and skits, there was every
evidence that they enjoyed the enter-
tainment as much as the rest when the
jests were aimed at others.

The temperance movement showed
its effect on the club. As a souvenir
of the dinner guests were given "H2O"
illustrated Gridiron almanacs, pub-
lished by "The Gridiron Water Wagon

Press." 'Between its covers no remedy was
given for ills of statesmen, journalists,

jreal newspaper men, mollycoddles and
"malefactors of great wealth" other
than "H2 O".

In this almanac the "Teddy Bear"
formed the center of the Signs of the
Zodiac, while the entire production was
marked as forwarded to congress as
"special message No. 23232323232323."'

The guests observed particularly that
the total eclipse of the year "is due in
March," and "will be viewed with in-
terest by the United States, Africa and
Oyster Bay."

List of Forecasts
A list of forecasts for every day was

given in one section of the almanac,
but the prognostications did not cx-

i tend beyond March 4. The reason for
| this, it was explained, was that "after
jt'.ie fourth of March there is no telling

I what will happen."
For the convenience of the guests, a

notice stated that gentlemen "men-
tioned" for the Taft cabinet would
march in procession at the inaugura-

tion, forming division 23, under Wil-
liam Loeb, jr.. "who has been 'men-
tioned* most frequently."

But all the wit was not in that alma-
nac, as a megaphone man announced
bulletins from the "great battleground."
This great battle, advertised on hand
bills scattered through the banquet
room, proved to be a fight between
President Roosevelt and congress.

The inauguration of Henry Hall, cor-
respondent of the Pittsburg Chronicle-
Telegraph, as president of the club, af-
forded the retiring president, James
Henry of the Philadelphia Press, an

i opportunity to give the new official
some instructions.

His Fingers Crossed
The new president took the oath with

his left arm raised and two fingers
crossed, swearing that he would keep

the Ananias club in a flourishing con-
| dition, ride ninety-eight miles a day

and keep congress on its reservation.
When Jewett H. Mubree, correspond-

ent of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat,
made his appearance for initiation, he
produced an invitation from the presi-
dent of the Ananias club. *He was told of his mistake, but he

1 Insisted that the room was packed with
members of the Ananias club.

The dinner was well advanced when
: the lights sividenly went out. Amid
darkness and to the accompaniment of

ja weird piano aid, there was a shuffle
of feet, and in rythmic time came a

| sibilant and mysterious sh-h-h-h.
The secret service sleuths were ap-

;proaching! One of their number ex-
jplained that the sleuths were trying

! to find out what congressmen did with
i their $5000 a year.
I Chief Wilkie admitted that he had
detected no counterfeiters, but added
that he had discovered a few "four
flushers."

The Song of the Sleuths
The sleuths then sang their reper-

toire, inlcuding a song about sleuthing
in general and White House sleuthing

\ in particular.
Finally the squadron separated, one

going out "to protect the letter boxes
Iin order to keep Senator Tillman from
!franking a grand piano."
\2 At another stage of the dinner an
interruption was made to revise the

| tariff, Representatives Sereno E. Payne
\u25a0 of New York. John Dalzell of Pennsyl-

ivania and . Champ Clark of Missouri
were discovered seated at a table .An-

inouncement was made that the house
!committee on ways and means was
1in session to hear evidence concerning

the tariff, and "God save the United
States," added the herald.

The climax of Andrew Carnegie's
testimony came when he demanded to
know what reason there was for a tar-
iff on steel, now that he had gone out
of business.

The music was attractive, as usual,
and had its culmination when a quar-
tet of members told Vice President
Fairbanks in song that in the club's
memory his tall form would ever fond-
ly live.

Fairbanks on the Banks
The chorus joined in singing to the

tune of "On the Banks of the Wa-
bash": y
Oh, the cocktails they are crowing In the

t morning.
And the buttermilk ls flowing through the

hay;
They are waiting the return of Mr. Fairbanks

On the fair banks of the Wabash, far. away.
During the evening the first line sung

(Continued o-_ Page Twelve)
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