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LoS ANGELES I ERALD

ISSUED EVERY MORNING BY
THE HERALD COMPANY

THOMAS E, GIBBON. ...........President
FRANK E. WOLFE.......Managing Editor
PAVID G. BAILLIE......Associate Editor

THOMAS J. GOLDING...Business Manager

Fntered as second-class matter at the

postoffice in Los Angeles.

OLDEST MORNING PAPER IN LOS
ANGELES
Oct. 2, 1878. Thirty-sixth year.

Founded
Chamb of O o Bullding.

Phones: Sunset Main 8000; }glumo 10211,

The only Democratic newspaper in South-
ern California receivng full Associated Press
freports. .

NEWS BERVICE-—Member of ths Asso-
elated Press, recelving its full report, aver-
aging 25,000 words a day.

EASTERN AGENT—J. P. McKinney, go1
Cambridge bullding, New York; 311 Boyce
dbuilding, Chicago.

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION WITH SUN-
DAY MAGAZINE:

by mall or carrier, a month....$ .40

by malil or carrier, three months. 1.20

by malil or carrier, six monthas.. 2,35

Daily, by mall or carrier, one year.... 4.50

Sunday Herald, one YFear.........:. s+ 2.00

Postage frees in United States and Mexico;
elsewhera postage added.

Dafly,
Dalily,
Daily,

THE HERALD IN SAN FRANCISCO AND
OAKLAND—Los Angelas and Southern Call-
fornia visitors to San Francisco and Oak-
jand will find The Herald on sale at the
news stands in the San Francisco ferry
duilding and on the streets In Oakland by
Wheatley and by Amos News Co.

A flle of The Los Angeles Herald can be
seen at the office of our Wng'!ish representa-
tives, Mossrs. . and J. Hardy & Co,, 30, 31
and 32 Fleet street, London, England, free
of charge; and that firm will be glad to re-
ecelve news, subscriptions and advertisements
on our behalf

On all matters pertalning to advertising
address Charles R. (Gates, advertising man-
ager.

Population of Los Angeles 315,985

CLEAR, CRISP AND CLEAN

AT THE THEATERS
AUDITORITUM—Dark.
MASON-—Princess company in “Peggy from

Parls.”
BELASOO—Richard Bennett in
and the Mouse.”
BURBANK-—"“When Knights Were Bold.”
GRAND—“A Man’'s Broken Promise.”
MAJESTIO—"“Three Weeks,”
ORPHEUM~—Vaudeville.
LOS ANGELES—Vaudeville.
WALKER-—Vaudeville.
EMPIRE-—Vaudeville.
UNIQUE—Vaudeville and musical comedy.
FISCHER'’S—Musical comedy and vaudeviile.
o

HUMAN NATURE

HAT story of the fight at Plke's

A
l Peak should not have happened in
real life. It should have been told

by Robert Louis Stevenson or Edgar
Allan Poe. We wish it had not hap-
pened. Usually all of us are given to
imagining many of the unpleasantnesses
that sometimes make life miserable and
furnish grist for the news mill and
for the courts, would never have taken
place if it had not been for the dread-
ful congestion of society.

We apologize for each other and for
all the world by saying we are piled
on top of each other and jammed up
agalnst each other, and must struggle
or be crushed. But what are we to
say when the worst passions of hu-
man nature break out in a limited *“so-
ciety,” composed of three human be-
ings, on a lonely mountain peak?

Amid the solitudes and silences and
beneath the spaclous skies they snarl,
they quarrel and they flght, Even “to-
tal darkness” and the awesomeness of
the “middle of the night” on the great
mountain failed to have a restraining
effect on angry passions aroused by a
dispute over MONEY, a quarrel over
PRICES. So Mammon rules the moun-

“The Lion

tain and Mammon rules the glen;
Mammon's rule is ev'rywhere among
the sons of men, All of which re-
minds us Cain murdered Abel when|

there was no soclal congestion. When |

there were only four people on the|
face of the earth, one killed .'nn-ll\-‘r.;
The Plke's Peak story helps us to|
realize the literal truth of the story|

of Cain and Abel [
Poor human nature! |

ALPHABET REFORM x

OOSEVELT spelling has been
abandoned. It will no longer
make documents of state prizes

for collectors of the quaint and curious.
As The Herald has sald repeatedly, lti
is not spelling reform that is needed|
by the language, but alphabetical rn-!
form. The alphabet which is used by|
the polyglot languages sometimes crxllenlf
English and sometime8 American is the|
alphabet of the Latin tongue. It is|
impossible to spell its sounds phonet-|
jeally with the Latin alphabet, and the |
SILENT LETTERS OF OUR ANTI-|
QUATED ALPHABET COST THE)]
RACE AT LEAST $100,000,000 A YEAR!
The Latin letters applied to the mod-
ern American tongue are responsible
for much loss of time, muych poverty
and, beyond reasonable doubt, much
fll-health, For instance, every time we
use the letter T plus the letter H to
represent the simple sound for which
the sensible Greeks had the single let-
ter THeta we tax our brains unneces-
sarily, strike two keys on the type-
writer or typesetter where one should
do, and we impose an extra burden on
mind and eye when, in the course of
pur reading, we are called on to de-
cipher the fact that “T" and “H"” are
NOT T and H, but THeta!

HONESTY

N the resolutions adopted by the
Democratic league of Southern
California approving the selection

of Joseph W. Folk as candidate for
president of the Unilted States, atten-
tion was called to the fact that ‘“spe-
cial privileges, conferred ostensibly by
law, in the nature of private conces-
sions to the mo-called public utility cor-
porations; protective tariff on the
necessities of life, granted to favored
producers and manufacturers, {illegal
combinations, trusts, monopolies and
the like, have resulted in a state of
corruption in the nation’s political af-
fairs which the Republican party, dur-
ing the last twelve years of its con=-
trol of the nation’'s affairs, has been
unable or unwilling to curb.”

Think of the remarkable and unpre-
cedented state of affairs revealed in
the words quoted. During twelve long
years the citizens of the United States
have been bitterly conscious of grave
encroachments on the nation's CHAR-
ACTER, but, owing to the skillful and

Waiting for Bill!

complex fashion in which this attack|
on integrity has been conducted, never |
in the nation’s history has it been so}
difficult for the believers in the first|
principles of Americanism to assert
these principles and bring about a res-
toration of true national prosperity |
(“the greatest good of the greatest
number'),

What is most needed in the national
life is honesty, and before we can have

honesty we must have the spirit of
fair dealing, which is a' form of
HONOR.

As Saint Patrick of old drove the
snakes out of Ireland, so must the
“snakes” of graft, corruption and dis-
honor be driven out of the United
States and an honest and popular man
of patriotism and ability must take
the lead in expelling them. The fight
for honesty, for square dealing, for a
restoration of the first principles of
Americanism, is the fight which it is
the duty of the Democratic party to|
take up, and to win, and it cannot win
this fight unless provided with facili-
ties for winning it, and facilities it can-
not have without political power, and
political power it cannot have without
success at the national election, and
success it cannot have without a can-
didate who will represent American-
fsm, all that is best and truest in
American life, and both by his record
and his principles will appeal to the
American voters and obtain their sup-
port; and such a man is JOSEPH W,
FOLK.

GREATER LOS ANGELES

ARBOR excursions like that of
H members of the City club will
help the cause of consolidation.
The club members are now as enthusi-
astically appreciative of harbor actual-
fties and possibilities as all citizens
should be. Everybody should visit San
Pedro harbor, then The Herald would
not need to devote so much space to
urging people to take an active interest
in harbor work, for the entire communi-
ty would become enthused.

The resolutions of the City club on
the subject of Captain Fries represent
accurately the sentiment of the best
informed people of this metropolis as
to the importance of the services to the
community of this gallant and learned
officer.

The Herald takes the liberty of repro-
ducing the City club resolutions with|
“Los Angeles” and “community” sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘club.”

“Be it resolved, by the people of
Greater Los Angeles, that this com-
munity would consider it most unfor-
tunate for the city of Los Angeles if
Capt. Amos A. Fries should be taken
from us, and that Los Angeles needs
Captain Fries much more than he is
needed anywhere else at the present
time, and we hereby request our repre-
sentatives in congress to do all in their
power to secure the revocation of the
order transferring Captain Fries from
Los Angeles, and respectfully urge the
proper authorities in the war depart-
ment to acquiesce in the general de-
mand of the citizens and civic organiza-
tions that Captain Fries be permitted
to remain in Los Angeles at this cru-
cial period in the development of what
is destined to be one of the great cities
of the world.”

‘We think the resolution was some-
what modest in using the expression
“great cities.” Greater Los Angeles
—a greater city than Los Angeles or
any other constituent part of the con-
solidated metropolis—will be one of the
GREATEST cities in the world, and the
GREATEST in the west.

AMERICAN FOURTH

ET us have a sane as well as
rious Fourth in Los Angeles.
celebration of Independence day

should be marked by patriotism, en-
thusiasm and Americanism, and there
are many ways of giving expression to
them besides shooting Chinese explo-
sives. We helieve the citizens of Los
Angeles will realize the importance of
saving the fire department work, the
insurance companies worry, hospital
surgeons and attendants extra toil and
families sorrow and bereavement by
observing the great day patriotically.
A *“fireworks Fourth,” when we think
of it analytically, is frightfully and
recklessly selfish and un-American, Let
us have an American Fourth.

glo-
The

SCHOOLS

LOSING exercises in Los Angeles
() elementary schools were conducted
in a common sense manner, and,
in accordance with a suggestion made
in Los Angeles Herald, “dressing up”
was not encouraged, and the children
were grouped in such a way that if any
pupils were extra splendidly arrayed
they were not conspicuous. The public
schools of Los Angeles are the best in
the world, and principals and teachers
may always be trusted to do “what's
just right and just American,”

The Herald wishes success to all
graduates and continued success to
teachers. To borrow with a slight
change the language of Tiny Tim,

“God bless them every one,”
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CLEAN THE CITY

N HIS suggestion the city should
I be thoroughly cleaned for the
Elks’ visit Mayor Alexander is
warmly supported by public sentiment.
The only possible improvement that
can be indlcated is that the city should
be cleaned again after the Elks' visit,
and should be kept religiously clean,
When Los Angeles is spick and span
it is easily the finest city in the United
States. To put it colloquially, ‘“She
can't be beat for looks.” but even as
the best looking woman will appear at
a disadvantage if there are smudges
on her face, so the best looking city
appears at a disadvantage when the
sidewalks are gritty and grimy and
the streets are littered with paper,
etc. A serious effort should be made
to put an end to the practice of throw-
ing fruit skins and fruit refuse of any
kind on the streets. Of course, this
is the capital of the greatest fruit
country in the world, but that is no
reason why the stranger within our
gates should be asked to run the risk
of sliding and falling on a treacherous
bit of peel. Children should be in-
structed not to throw fruit litter of
any kind on the sidewalks. Orange
and lemon peel, banana and grape
sking may be dangerous man-traps.
If the ecity is to be cleaned, the
cleaning thereof must be the personal
affair of every citizen, young or old.
The united effort of the population can
make Greater Los Angeles the cleanest
as well as the best and the most beau-
tiful city in the world. Let us all
show our appreciation of Mayor Alex-
ander's common sense and good ad-
vice by helping to clean the streets
and to keep them clean.

OFFICIAL HONOR

“AS secretary of state Robert Ba-

con was in every way efficient,”
: says a Washington letter, “but
he was not popular with the newspaper
representatives, and therefore received
comparatively little space in the public
press. This is attributed to his lack
of knowledge of customs at the capital.
Soon after he took office he was asked
a question concerning some public busi-
ness, and returned an answer which
was afterward found to be untrue. It
is the custom in Washington for offi-
cials to tell the truth or remain silent,
and because of this inadvertence Mr.
Bacon suffered.”

The habit of truth telling ought to be
a custom observed by all classes in tha
United States. Mr. Bacon, it should
be remembered, was graduated to the
United States cabinet from the firm of
J. Pierpont Morgan & Co. Any person
who has been long enough in the news-
paper profession to have cut his wis-
dom teeth knows the art of diplomacy
rather than of frankness is practiced
by the members of the firm of J. P.
Morgan & Co. in their dealings with
the public through the medium of the
newspapers. The Morgan firm has fol-
lowed a custom established by its
founder and by him adopted in accord-
ance with the famous Vanderbilt prec-
edent of considering the public as a
composite mass of highly inferior per-
sons, good only for the purposes of
refined peonage and high class pillage.
Men educated in the Morgan school are
utterly unable to think of the publie
in the manner in which most of us
think of it.

We may flatter ourselves that men of
this type do not secretly despise the
American people, but any of us wno
may have caught such “‘personages' off
guard and in unconventional moments
know full well in their hearts they DO
despise the people, and that is why
they treat with scant courtesy news-
paper men, the representatives of the
people, and why, when cornered by a
direct question affecting a matter of
public importance and interest, they
lie to them, regardless alike of the
possible effect of the publication of

the falsehood on the reputation of the

newspaper men, and of its possible
effect on natfonal political or national
business affairs. Official honor should
be scrupulously guarded.

Pacific Navigation company an-
nounces it has made a contract for the
establishment of a steamship line be-
tween Mazatlan, Mexico, and BSan
Diego, with the intention of extending
it to San Pedro. The seaport of Greater
Los Angeles will be visited by an ever-
increasing number of vessels represent-
ing an ever-increasing number of lines,
It is a poor rule that does not work
both ways. Every new harbor of the
first rank helps the shipping industry
as much as the shipping industry helps
the harbor. .

Aqueduct employes are rebelling
against eating contract meals. Most
of us think life, liberty and the pursult
of happiness would be incomplete if we
were forced to patronize a certain
boarding house or a certain restaurant,
or lose our position., Why should aque-~
duct workers be deprived of the right
of choice of food? What next? Every
now and then some brilllant mind de-
vises a ‘‘scheme” so un-American, so
despotic and so stupid its very egregi-
ousness compels a certain kind of ad-
miration.

Auditor Mushet today will ask the
council to appoint a commigsion to in-
vestigate the business affairs of public
utility corporations “with a view to
obtaining definite information on which
to base just and equitable tax rates,
Mr. Mushet has pronounced views as
to “the unseemly rapacity of captains
of high finance in the realm of public

utilities,” and thinks municipalities
should keep a close watch on corpora-
tions, .

California Christian Endeavor union
convention was marked by heartiness,
wholesomeness, good citizenship, good
Americanism and good, healthy, prac-
tical Christianity., The members of
the California Christian Endeavor union
deserve the heartiest and ‘'most en-
thusiastic good will and support of all
the citizens of Southern California.

Southern California Dental associa-
tion held its twelfth annual meeting in
Los Angeles yesterday. The dentists
think this is such a fine convention city
it will be like pulling teeth to drag
them away from it. We hope while
here they have a “bully good time” as
well as an instructive one.

From all parts of the east come re-
ports of excessive heat. There have
been many deaths and prostrations. A
train was derailed because the heat
had bent the' rails. For the mild,
pleasant, health glving weather we re-
ceive constantly in Los Angeles may
we be truly thankful.

Since Los Angeles county has voted
$3,000,000 for good roads and San Diego
announces it will vote for $1,250,000 for
good roads bonds many citizens are
beginning to ask ‘“Where does Orange
county come in?"”

San Francisco announces the arrival
of a ship without a country, Well, a
ship without a country is more for-
tunate than a country without a ship.

Los Angeles will welcome the Elks
heartily, entertain them royally and
send them home rejoicing., That's the
Los Angeles way.

i

I guess rents will be cheaper in Pittsburg
socn.'’

‘““What makes you think so?"’

‘““Why, look at the number of vacant offices
there will be if all those grafters are sent
up.''—Houston Post.

e

“Say, old man, don't get disheartened just
because your first investment went wrong; the
market is full of good things, and if you will
come down te the office In the morning I'll
give you a pointer.”

‘““That won't do me any good; what I want Is
& retriever,’'—Boston Courler.

The State Press

Good Roads

San Diego county is to vote on the
question of bonding the county for a
million and a quarter with which to
build good roads. It is a lot of money,
but S8an Diégo is a big and enterprising
county, and will in all probability ‘“come
through.” It is probable that River-
side will be stimuated to the point where
she will also do something on the good
roads questlon, if the campaign is suc~
cessful In San Diego—and it will be S8an
Bernardino’s turn next.—Redlands Re-

view.
._.’-
Sensible

The class of '09 of the Gilroy high
schoo] deserves especial praise for the
innovation inaugurated in placing “No
flowers, no presents” on their invita-
tions, This sensible custom will do
away with any favoritism that might
be shown at the commencement ex-
ercises to those graduates who are
cennected with wealthy or more promi-
nent rn.mlllen.—Gllr:y Advocate.

Orgy Over

The orgie of promotion, which was
brought about by the combined in-
fluences of the prosperous business con-
ditions and the wild excitement at-
tending sensational mining develop-
ments, is a thing of the past, with a
resulting increased mineral output, as
well as many regrets as souvenirs of
the experience.—Hart Enterprise.

Soldiers’ Home Scandal

The condition of affairs in the Sol-
diers’ home at Sawtelle, referred to in
a dispatch from Los Angeles published
in the Union Thursday morning, re-
veals the fact that, in their old age,
we are starving the men who went to
the front in the civil war to save the
Unlon.—8acramento Union,

._-.b_

Orange Situation

In some respects the orange situation
is quite as serious as first reports led
us to belleve. So far no one has
claimed to have more than half a crop
of navels and some much less. Doubt-
less the fears of some have magni-
fied the disaster.—Riverside Enterprise,

Unholy Alliance

Francis J. Heney called attention to
one undoubted truth when he pointed
out in his speech in the Calhoun trial
that the bribe givers and the bribe tak-
ers—the predatory rich and the polit-
ical grafters—always form an unholy
alllance with vive.;l}akersﬁeld Echo,

Sensible Paper

The Wilmington Journal, under the
management of Raymond Wayman, is
on our table, and has the appearance
of being published in a print shop. It
is ably edited, and is for consolidation.
Success to you, Brother Wayman.—Gar-
dena Reporter,

*_

Honesty Is Life
One thing {s plain—political, social
and business corruption has been the
cause of the downfall of nations be-
fore this, and we may not reasonably
hope to be an exception.—San Fran-
cisco Commercial-News,

Prosperous Palo Alto
If anyone imaginesg that Palo Alto is
taking a backward step let him walk
the full length of all the streets of
the eity and note the number of new
homesg that are under construction.—
Palo Alto Tribune,

Profits in Poetry

The English poet Swinburne died re-
cently leaving an estate valued at $125,-
000, While he might have made a good
deal more in Standard Oil, $125,000 is a
good deal to make out of poetry.—High-
land Messenger.

+

f Hospitality and Cash

While it may be infra dig to speak
of hospitality and coin, the two go hand
in hand at a time when a patriotic
boosting carnival is in progress.—Red-
ding Free Press.

Commission Government

The city of Wichita, Kas., is among
the latest cities to adopt the modern
system of commission government,
with responsibility to the people.—Oak-
land Enquirer.

Cacoethes Scribendi

The Marysville postoffice receives and
sends out twenty-four malils a day. Not
80 bad for one city, is it?—Marysville
Appeal,

A ——
Storm in Oroville

The board of trustees had a stormy
session last evening when it met in spe-

HE American Library associa-
tion will begin its annual con-
ference at Bretton Woods, N.
H., today. To this organiza-
tion more than to any other
is due the present state of
uniformity of library work in

the United States and Canada. It has

done much to bring about a spirit of

{ co-operation among libraries, and more

| to establish uniform methods of cata-

| loguing. This latter matter, chiefly,

!wlll occupy the attention of the asso-

| clation at the present meeting.

-

{

|

is estimated that there are 10,000
libraries In the United States and Can-
ada, and that the books on their sheives
| aggregate more than 60,000,000 volumes, |
Some idea of the number of libraries
in the United States which attempt to
| make any of their collections anything
| like complete may be gathered from

| the fact that about 3000 of them have |
| been designated as depositories for pub- |

| ie documents issued by the United
States government. The library as an
adjunct to universal education has be-
| come a recognized essential,

Library work has been reduced to a
sclence, broadly speaking, and one may

much as he would study law or medi-
cine—only he learns to do by doing to
a greater extent than in either of the
latter two. There are perhaps 25,000
yvoung men and women In the United
States who are preparing for library
work, and if the number of libraries
| multiply In the next twenty years as
in the past two decades, there will be
a great demand for competent workers.
Not only hag there been a remarkable
increase in the number of libraries, but
also in the size and importance of those
already in existence,

R

Of course, the first essential to suc-
cessful library endeavor is a catalogue
of its contents which will enable the
patron to lecate any book therein by
subject, author or title. The perfec-
tion of such a catalogue has calledq for
the best thought of the library world,
and the American Library association
has adopted a code of rules for cata-
loguing, which represents the combined
wisdom of its membership to date, The
co-operation in cataloguing has been
extended to British libraries as well,
and an Anglo-American agreement on
irules has been reached. The rules
|

| form the basis of catalogue work in
the United States, Canada and Great
Britain. These rules are not complete,
dealing only with the questions relat-
ing to titles and authors in the cata-
logue. The subject next to be handled
will be the preparation and printing
of the list of subject headings.
- - -

The most prodigious task of index-
ing now being earried forward in the
United States is that covering the
statutes at large of the United States.
There are 25000 pages of closely
printed matter in the volume contain-
ing the statutes, and to make every
proposition in them readily accessible
for reference is a huge task. Congress
legislates in something of a haphazard
way, using different language at dif-
ferent times to express the same mean-
ing, and this gives rise to numerous
conflicts and Inconsistencies, and to im-
plied repeals and amendments, all of
which make indexing a very difficult
job. Although the work has been car-
ried on for a good while, there is yet
much to be done. Up to the close of
the last fiscal year only the acts passed
gince 1873 had been indexed, but even
to index them required over a hun-
dred thousand cards,

The bureau of standards has made
itself felt in the library world through
its tests of cloth for bookbinding. It
has laid down specifications for all
cloth that shall be used in the binding
of public documents, and the govern-
ment buys no cloth that does not come
up to the standard set by these tests.
The specifications are obtainable by
any person or library desiring them,
and through this standard it is ex-
pected that much loss due to defective
binding material will be prevented.

- Ll .

Library methods are gradually per-
meating the business world, the card
index being an example., But a card
index without a competent indexer Is
a delusion and a snare after it grows
to large proportions, so the most pro-
gressive business establishments are
taking advantage of American Li-
brary assoclation rules, so far as it is
possible to do so, and some of the
yvoung men trained for library work
find better salaries in the business
fleld than in library circles. Business
prophets see the day when every up-to-
date establishment will have its trained
librarian for keeping track of every
transaction.

The first library in the world was
that established by King Osymandys,
king of Egypt, in the twelfth dynasty.
It was located in a portion of the king’s
palace, and above the entrance was
the striking phrase, “The Healing of
the Soul,” The first American library
ever established was at Jamestown, di-
rectly after the settlement there. But
it was so small that most historians
fail to notice it, giving first place to the

Scientific Library Work

‘ By Frederic J. Haskin

now study the librarian's profession |

agreed to have been printed, and now |

Harvard library, founded in 1638, with
Yale and Willlam and Mary following,
in 1700. In more than a century and
a half of existence Harvard was able
to accumulate only 12,000 volumos, In-
terest In libraries has been mainly of
recent growth, There are more than
60,000,000 volumes in the libraries of
the United States and Canada. Twenty
million volumes would have been a
liberal esumule_in 1880..

The major portion of the interest
that has been brought about is due
to the establishment of the modern li-
brary system, which dates from 1876.
It wag in that year that the American
Library association was formed, and
from its organization dates the be-
ginning of the card index and all the
other conveniences which make the
| materials of the library readily accessi-
ble to the ordinary reader or student.

The first free circulating library in
| the United States was founded in 1833

| by a Unitarian clergyman living at
| Peterborough, N. H. Since then there
have been several thousdnd estab-

!lishml. The first attempt to support a
circulating library by public taxation
was in New York state, It was pro-
vided by the Ilegislature that any
county or municipality could establish
‘n. library and levy taxes for its sup-
port, but soon it was discovered that
the smaller political subdivisions were
not willing to tax themselves for such
purposes, and thereafter the state
took direct charge ‘of _lhe madtter,

The wonderful range which the mod-
ern card catalogue takes is illustrated
by the fact that in the classification
which now obtains there are more than
20,000 subjects. With even so great &
range the regular user of a card cata-
logue will still discover other subjects
which might advantageously be incor-
porated in the list.

The library of congress has lent its
hand to the movement for uniformity in
library practice, and one of its staff is
chairman of the coumittee that is la-
boring to secure absolute uniformity in
cataloguing, The changes which have
been recommended by the library of
congress have been adopted by it, and
inasmuch as it supplies cards to other
libraries it has proved a great factor
in promoting this desirable end. Next
year there is to be held in Germany a
conference of the librarians of the
whole civilized world, and the uniform
practices which have been agreed upon
by England and America are expected
to be adopted as the world standard.

Much progress has been made In the
system of cataloguing, but there are
still things left to be desired by the or-
dinary investigator. Often a single
book will discuss a half dozen subjects,
and no subject catalogue will suffice
to disclose the true contents of the
work. Yet the investigator will not be
able to locate what he is looking for
that may be contained therein unless
he happena to be acquainted with the
varying contents of the book., Of
course it would be impossible complete-
ly to index the contents of all the
books contained in a big library, but it
may not be too much to hope that a
scheme of indexing may be devised
whereby all the leading topics may ap-
pear in the card index.

- - -

Another thing the library reader has
often expressed a hope for is that In
binding magazines which have no an-
|nuul index and which are not indexed
in the annual periodical indexes, in-
dexes to the several numbers of a vol-
ume might be grouped together at one
place in the volume. This practice is
not now generally followed. Many a
man has expressed the wish that some
one would undertake to form an index
of the important matters of a group
of leading newspapers. Some of
the best contributions to the gen-
eral fund of information that have
been made have been used in the news.
papers, and yet there is no index by
which they can be located. The Lon-
don Times gets out its monthly index
almost before the month is ended, and
its annual index follows closely on the
heels of the New Year, Yet not a
single American newspaper, so far as
the library of congress has informa-
tion, has indexed its contents for 1907.

The preferences of children in select-
ing their reading matter i{s always an
interesting investigation, and what is
the most called for book in one library
is not in much demand in another. Re-
cently the New York publie library un-
dertook to investigate the question and
kept a record of books issued to juve-
niles. It was found that Louisa May
Alcott’s “Little Women' stood first;
second was “Sara Crew” and third was
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” “Black Beauty”
was the fourth most called for book.
The public libraries of the country have
had a remarkable effect on the tastes
of juveniles for literature. It used to
be that the yellow back novel was the
prime favorite with the boys. Today
the popularized scientific works are
much in requisition, and the magazines
which devote themselves to scientific
matters from the layman's standpoint
are the hardest used in the reading
room. Popular science and simplified
mechanics and technology have d.ne
much to interest the boys in things
which lead to success in life,
(Copyright, 1909, by Frederic J. Haskin).

Far and Wide

Co=operation

But with all their complacency, the
co-operative trading societies in Great
Britain remain a highly useful institu-
tion. They cultivate the only sort of
self-reliance that is not dangerous and
vain—the self-reliance of the group.
Unlike the small and “friendly socie-
ties” which furnish cheap and precari-
ous insurance, the co-operative socie-
ties are not jealous of larger measures
than their own. Lloyd George's budget
does not frighten them, and if they de-
cide to “go in” for land reform, they
will furnish that movement much
sturdy support. Their growth is one
of the encouraging phenomena of the
day.—Chicago Ever.lgng Post.

Disagreeable Preliminaries

The fireworks factories and store-
houses are beginning to blow up, thus
indicating that this year's Glorious
Fourth is pretty sure to be about as
unsafe and insane as any that have
preceded it. Blowing up of fireworks
repositories always constitutes one of
the disagreeable preliminaries.—Chi-
cago Record-Herald,

+

Cannibalism
Cannibalism, as a dietetic theory, re-
celves the indorsement of English and
German scientific sharps; and it Is
no longer slang, but scholary jargon,
to cry, ‘‘Eat ’em alive!” at a baseball
game.—Denver Times,
—p—

Satisfaction

The man who goes to law for the
purpose of obtaining satisfaction gen-
erally gets so many other things that
he forgets all about the satisfaction if
there is any in it for him.—Chicago
Record-Herald.

Edible Centipedes
In Oklahoma they are catching cen-
tipedes that are a foot in length and
possessed of claws like those of craw-

clal session,—Oroville Register.

fish, Take your net with you if you

are going to Oklahoma.—Chica -
ord-Herald. s,
+

Directors’ Gold Pieces

Some one cruelly remarks that the
full attendance of directors at board
meetings just now is because twenty
dollar gold pieces come in handy dur-
in% vacation time.—~Wall Street Jour-
nal.

_*—
Encouragement

Now that they have saved the Hol-
bein painting from Americans, the
English may get to feel that perhapr
they can save the empire from the
Germans.—New York Evening Post,

._*_.
Suggestive Deception

Many a time a woman says, “Pass
the cream, please,” when she knows
well that there's nothing but milk in
the pitcher, and mighty thin milk at
that.—Detroit Free Press.

Congressional Pay
By paying congressmen on a sliding
scale an opportunity would be provided
for endless debate in ascertaining the
relative earning capacities of states-
men.—Washington Star,
+

Melon Crop Saved
Everybody will breathe a sigh of re-
lief that the Georgia Railroad strike
ended before the watermelon shipments
were due to begin, anyway.—Wagmn’.
ton Herald,
+

Senators Exempted .
The law against hazing, enacted by
congress a few years ago, evidently
does not apply to new senators.—Kan-
sas City Star,

—p—
Eloquent Crop
With the close of the tariff debate,
the senatorial Chautauqua crop will
be ripe enough to pick.—Portland Tel-
egram,
*_-

Loeb

The difference is that Loeb is being
blamed only for his own acts now.—

Ohio State Journal,
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