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PLOT TO ROB
UNCOVERED
IN TUNNEL

WORK
Bold Plan Directed To-

ward Jewelry Store
Is Frustrated

WALLS CUT THROUGH

Heavy Timbers Sawed at Night
and Discovery Is Acci-

dentally Made

THE accidental discovery by C. H.
dark, proprietor of Clark's
.tiweliy store, 327 West Fourth

street, of a 40-foot tunnel nearly com-

pleted, through the basements leading

to his store, la beli.eved to have pre-
v«nted a bold and well-laid plan to
loot the Jewelry stun;. That one or

more persons have bMB industriously
at work for many nights to gain acceai
to the store is evident, and that every-
thing was in readiness for tho carry-
Ing out of the "Job" Is Indicated by
tho appearance of the tunnel.

Tho plan of entering the store was
not exactly through a tunnel, although
much earth had been dug, but the cut-
ting away of tho heavy woodwork in
three basements adjoining the Jewelry
stoic, affording a narrow passageway,
was the real means by which the con-
templated robbery was to be carried
out.

The passageway leads from a cellar
Mali-way facing on South Hill street
through the basements Of the store at
JUII and Komili stint occupied as a
grocery store by K. H. Altoon.

On the Hill streei side Is a narrow
stairway leading to the basement of
the corner buildlnff, which has been
used fur a long time by un Itinerant
locksmith. The locksmith had no ac-
cess to the Interior of the building;
doing his work In the passageway dur-
ing the daytime, and the place was
not used nt night.

Familiarity Indicated
Kvidenily some one familiar with the

interior of the building planned rob-
bery, for the basements are used sim-
ply for \u25a0tortag non-perishable goods.
Prom the cellar stairway to the base-
ment of the Clark jewelry store, three
other basements are ranged, occupy-
ing a space about forty fert long.

Then me no heavy walls, the base-
i.ients being neparnted by strong

wooden partitions and not visited, as
a rule, moro thun once or twice a
wctk.

That the work of cutting a passage-
way through the three basements
hailing to the jewelry store was done
at night, when the occupants of the
Jtuelry and grocery stores were ab-
sent, is certain, as the noise of sawing
through the heavy timbers would have
l.een amlible In the day time or when
there were any persons in the .store
above.

Friday night Mr. Clark kept his
store open until a late hour, owing to
the rush Of holiday business, and his
attention was attracted by sounds In
the basement. Being busy at the time
he paid no particular attention to the
matter, but Saturday in uning he in-
\estiKitte.i the in tun mil and then dis-
covered that the partitions had been
cut away sufficiently to allow the en-
trance of a person.

By following through the hole cut
in his basement waif, he was able to
\u25a0M that similar boles had been cut In
the walls of lhe adjoining basement!
leading directly to the cellar stairway,
fucing on Hill street.

Although Mr. Clark odnen not keep
anything of value in the basement and
rarel) has oooaasion to go there, the
work had been carried on to such an
i xt< nt that it would have been a matt-

er Of but little work to cut through
the floor of his store and have aOrjeM

to the tbousmnda of dollars' worth of
jewelry.

Capture Prepared For
In an endeavor to make a capture

Mr. Clark did not report the finding

of the newly-made passageway, but in
company with one of his clerks stayed
in the store Saturday night and Sun-
day night, both heavily armed and
prepared to effect a capture if the
robbery was attempted.

Private deteotlves were also nn-
ployed! to watch the Hill street ciliar
v. ay, but evidently the persons had
become ularnied, for up to late last
night none had appeared at the en-
tiiince.

The employes of the Jewelry and
grocery stoics were not made aware of
the discovery, as it was thought that
the work might have bean un "inside"
job. The police department was not
notified until yesterday, as it was de-
cided ttmt publicity might put the in-
truders on their guard.

Tired of his night vigils, sitting with
a gun in his hand momentarily expect-
ing to hear the sound of a saw or the
ripping of boards on the floor of his
store, Mr. Clark yesterday installed a
moflern burglar alarm and then noti-
fied the police to be on the lookout for
suspicious persons about his place of
business.

The store had been equipped with
the burglar alarm, but as an extra pre-
caution the basement was similarly
equipped In such a manner that at the
approach of any person news would be
at once flashed to the Plnkerton de-
tective agency.

Tells of Discovery
In speaking of the discovery Mr.

Clark last night gave the following ac-
count:

"I was busy Friday night, and there
was much noise; and bustle in the store
waiting on the belated Christmas
trade, when my attention was called to
a rasping noise in the basement. In
my hurry I did not give the matter any
further attention at the time, but Sat-
urday morning investigated and was
given a sudden surprise when I saw
the exit cut in tho west wall of my
basement. I was still further sur-
frrlsed to find that without any diffi-
culty I could make my way, by pass-
Ing through similar spaces that had
been cut In the walls, directly to the

NOTED PROSECUTOR
SUES MILLIONAIRE
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FRANCIS HENEY
CHARGES LIBEL

Noted Prosecutor's Action Said to

Be Due to Desire to Prove

He Performed Honorable

Services

" x

[Associated Press] -
NEW YORK. Dec. 27.—The formal

complaint In'the damage suit of Fran-
cis J. Heney of San Francisco against

William H. Crocker, the California
millionaire, for $2,10,000 on an allegation
of libel, was filed here today.

Heney says he bases his action on
an open letter bearing Crocker's name
which appeared In a New York even-
Ing newspaper on December 3, In
which Crocker defended his action in
first supporting Hen«y in the San
Francisco graft prosecutions and later
withdrawing his support.

James M. Beck, counsel for Heney,

said today: • >
"As soon as Crocker's letter was pub-

lished, Heney telegraphed me to'bring

this suit. Heney, who nearly gave his
life to the cause of exposing corrup-
tion In San Francisco, desires to settle
the question as to whether he con-
ducted the prosecutions against the
San Francisco grafters in an honor-
able and legitimate way.

Many Charges Made
"In the heat of the great contest In

San Francisco many chargea were
made by irresponsible men against
Heney,< hut when Mr. Crocker assumed
responsibility for these charges and
gave them wide circulation in a re-
sponsible organ of public opinion,
H>ney felt his opportunity had come
to have a jury of his fellow country-

men determine the Justice or Injustice
of the a cusatlons against him.

"In San Francisco the graft prosecu-
tions have so divided its people Into
hostile camps that it would «eem to me
a matter of exceeding difficulty to ob-
tain a jury that would consider the
questions involved wtth absolute Im-
partiality. In New York, however,
there can be no selfish interests In the
Issues that grew out of the San Fran-
cisco graft prosecutions, and here a
Jury gnn be selected that can Impar-
tially ai.d fearlessly Judge between
Crocker's grave accusations and He-
ney's account nf hin stewardship as
a public official."

MEXICO'S ACTION
ORDERED PROBED

State Department Takes Up Alleged

Injustice of Diaz in Permitting
American to Remain

in Prison

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27.—Acting un-
der the demands of labor unions, the
state department has called upon the
American embassy at Mexico City to
investigate the incarceration of Con-
ductor James A Cook, an American
arrested for alleged complicity tn the
robl cry of freight trains on a Mexican
railroad.

Cook Mas been imprisoned for some
time without trial, and, friends In this
country have besieged the White
House and the state department with
demands that he be given Immediate
trial or; be admitted to bail. In cases
of the kind thr# latter alternative is
never resorted to under the Mexican
law.

State department officials acknowl-
edged that the American diplomatic
representatives in the Mexican capital
had been instructed to begin an imme-
diate and thorough investigation of the
matter and bring the request of the
United States government to the at-
tention of the Mexican officials.

"The department deplores the sen-
sational stories based on this act,"

said a high official.of the department
tonight. "The United States has taken
steps to safeguard the rights of an
American citizen because friends of
that citizen believe these rights are
not being recognized.

"The idea of an American as helpless
and subjected to persecution languish-
ing in a foreign Jail always will appeal'
to the tender hearted. It is altogether
likely, however, that the Mexican law
is taking Its course."

Cook, it is said, was a member of tho
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen be-
fore he went to Mexico. This powerful
organization and its allies havo-
brought pressure to bear, not only on
the White House and on the state
department but also on congress.

The delegation from Kansas, Cook's
state, has taken up the matter.

Under the Mexican law, the conduc-
tor of a train which kills or maims a
citizen or is looted, is held without
ball until his case Is passed upon by a
court of first Instance, which corres-
ponds to an American grand Jury.

Cook was arrested last August and
has been in prison ever since without
admission to ball.

HUGE STRIKE
MAYTIE UP

RAILWAY
LINES

Switchmen Promised Aid
of All Allied Branches

of Organization

ULTIMATUM IS GIVEN

Crisis Suddenly Precipitated by
Refusal of HillRoads to

Reinstate Yardmen.
Little Hope Held

, ST. LOUIS, Dec. 27.—Thomas H. Stone of
Chlrago, represent In* the Hwltrhmen's Union
of North America, has assumed charge of
the situation In St. I.mils and will be the
union's chief officer here In case of a gen-
eral strike.

There are fifty thousand trainmen In HI.
I.IIIIN and Knit SI. Louis. About 8000 are
switchmen.

The switchmen say they will strike If the
order I* Issued. A majority are employed
by the Terminal Railroad association,

W. S. McC'hcsney, Jr., president and »en-
eral manager of the Terminal association,
said tonight that the situation looked
ominous. ,

k .f (Associated Press]

ST. PAUL, Dec. 27.-Contrary to ex-
pectations, developments today In
the controversy between the rail-

roads of the northwest and the striking
switchmen Instead of resulting in an
amicable settlement of the strike re-
sulted in a wider breach than has here-
tofore existed.

Not only have the switchmen de-
clared all negotiations with the rail-
roads off, but labor leaders gay' there
Is a strong possibility of a general
strike of all allied orders belonging to
the railway branch of the American
Federation of Labor.

H. B. Perham, acting as \u25a0chairman of
the railroad council in session here,
left tonight for Washington to seek
advice, declaring "there may be a
more general strike.'* ,', '

.'•President Hawjey'of the Switchmen's
union as«erteft:*'f '•"\u25a0-'V* \u25a0i.T* "C '
, "Several' other members of the nil-
way council beside Mr. Perham left for
their headquarter* to make prepara-
tions for a strike of their respective
orders."

Mr. Perham,. In speaking of today's
developments, said: I
."Friday we were on the verge of a

rettlement, and we thought the matter
would be fixed up today. But this
morning the railroad* presented a
mysterious change of front and as-
sumed such arrogance that wo decided
at once to have nothing more to do
with them.

To Arrive Thursday
' "Iwillarrive at the capital on Thurs-
day. As tonight's convention of state
authorities has failed. I shall seek the
aid of the United States In putting an
end to a controversy that Is causing
bankruptcy and suffering among In-
nocent people who have no voice In the
matter."

Mr. Perham was non-committal as
to which ' department at Washington
he would appeal. He said he may seek
to Interest tho Interstate commerce
commission and he may take the mat-
ter up directly with President Taft.

In the controversy between railroads
and labor.leaders today railroad offi-
cials refused to take back all the
switchmen at once, but agreed to re-
employ all those they have places for.
They gave until 12 o'clock Wednesday
to accept the offer, but It was Imme-
diately rejected. |

Later In the afternoon President
Hawley and Mr. Perham called on
Governor Eberhart and asked him to
Invite the Interstate commerce com-
merce commislon to Intercede.

The governor replied he did not care
to act on this request until' he had
consulted the attorney general, who Is
out of the city and willnot return until
tomorrow. Asked how long It would
take to call out a general strike If such
action Is decided upon, Mr. Perham
said:

"Some of the orders can be called
out immediately. There would be
some delay In calling out others." .

Morrison Explains
Frank Morrison, ' secretary of the

American Federation of Labor, ex-
plained the coming conference of lead-
ers of the railroad department of the
federation as a step In ' the general
agitation for wage Increase all along
the line.
- While the four big railroad brother-

engineers, conductors, firemen
and trainmen—are not members of the
railroad department, Secretary Morri-
son Bald*he believed they would be rep-
resented at the conference or work
with it in a measure.. ..

Telegraphers, boilermakers, " machin-
ists, freight handlers, clerks, switch-
men and \u25a0 shop workers comprise the
railroad department, of the federation.
.; Charles P. Neill, commissioner of
labor, said tonight that he had heard
nothing of the conference, but sup-
posed a poll of all organizations af-
fected would have to Indicate a strlko
sentiment before one can be ordered.
: H. B. Perham, president of the teleg-
raphers, \u25a0!_ ls chairman of the .railroad
department of the federation.

Failure of negotiations at St. Paul Is
regarded as a forerunner of a similar
result of , the. • Chicago conference at
which this territory is represented.
. "The attitude of the railroad Interests
at St. Paul," - said Grand Vice Presi-
dent William H. Burt of the -.Switch-
irten's ',' union of North America, - to-
night, • "Indicates plainly that a basis
of settlement in the northwest must be
acceptable not only to the northwestern
lines, : but to all the roads Included in
the general managers association. | This
must \u25a0 Inevitably 'force the men Into • a
similar position."

Men on Whom May Depend
Outcome of Railway Strike

DEATH TOLL OF STORM
APPALLS NEW ENGLAND

Five million dollars loss Is the estimate
made today of the havoc wrought In and
around Boston by the billiard which yes-
terday swept New England and drove a
record tide over the coast.

The Christmas bllixard, the severest storm
experienced In the east In twenty years,
tied up New York and other ea*trrn traffic
from Pennsylvania to Matae. and dJ«ir-

ranared train schedule* throughout half a
dozen states.

Conditions, however, arr rapidly Improv-
ing and railroad* and muni. Ipalltlen today

are bfndinir tvrry rfTort to niove iutrr-
<itj and local trafflr.

There is reason to believe conditions will
be normal again by tonight, when another
storm is expected from the west. •

A number of persons have perished
through exposure or accident, twelve near
Boston, lhe In Philadelphia and eighteen or
more hi Mew York.

In Philadelphia general business this
morning was virtually at a standstill. All
through trains were lute, only one utrei't
car line was running and the city Is suf-
fering from a shortage of milk.

Washington, I>. C, did not suffer severely,

lint communication «lih Huston Is main-
tamed only with difficulty. The storm In
New Kngland seems to have been worse In

the. vicinity of New Bedford, Provlderrce,
Fall River, Newport, l'untucket and YVoon-
seefces.

In New York City 1000 men are at work
cleaning tbw streets.

VT EW YORK. Dec. 27.—With the
j\ news of the probable loss of the

"•*•* five'ttnasted schooner Davis Pal-
mer, Newport News for Boston, with
her crew of twelve men off Boston har-
bor, and of the wrecking of nine other
vessels along the Massachusetts < oust,
the opening chapter of the toll taken
on the sea by the storm that swept
New England Saturday night and Sun-
day was bared to tho world today.

Cape Cod is still cut oft, and with the
restoration of communication there it
is feared that a tale of marine disaster
and storm damage unequaled in years
will be told.

Wreckage borne into Boston harbor
today is believed to be mute evidence
of the loss of the Davis Palmer. A

•signal box found among the wreckage
contained a burgea with the Palmer's
viime, as also did a quarterboat.

The wreck itself has not been located.
Other Ships Wrecked

The three-masted schoner Nantaska
was hurled ashore at Scittlate and
probably will be a total wreck. Volun-
teer life-savers with the breeches buoy

rescued her crew of ten men. With a
cargo of tobacco she was bound for
Boston from North Carolina.

The schooner Belle Ilolliday is ashore
at Brant Point, exposed to the fury of
the sea. The fate of her crew is un-
known, but It is believed that they
have been rescued. She Is from Phila-
delphia, loaded with railroad iron.

On the rocky shores of Marthas Vine-
yard water-logged schooners are being

[Associated Press]
swept by every sea. They are the Mc-
Lean, Maine, schooner Maud Seward
of Stonington, Me.

The crews have been taken off.
Five More Wrecks

At Provlncetown the sloop Bonitn is
aground, and in the tints at Plymouth
harbor are four small schooners simi-
larly distressed

The work of filling the gaps In tele-
graph and telephone wires and in rail-
road and trolley lines is proceeding.
Tin- telegraph companies report a ca-
PHcity of about IT. per cent of the nor-
mal, and telephone companies about 75
per cent.

Hailroad and trolley line schedules
were largely filled today, although de-
lays of from one-half to three hours
were noted on railroad trains.

Southeastern Massachusetts, partic-
ularly Cape Cod and Rhode Island,
suffered most from the storm and are
still In the most demoralized condition
as far as wire service goes.

Many places in southeastern Massa-
chusetts have not witnessed the ar-
rival of a railroad train for two days.

New Bedford and Fall River have
been cut off from telegraphic com-
munication with the outside world
since Sunday morning.

Eighteen Victims

Eighteen persons in and near New
York perished in the o'hrintmas storm
or from accidents caused by It.

Six died from exposure after being
caught in snowdrifts. Others were
drowned and several were killed by
trains.

Today New York was rapidly dig-
ging itself out from under cover of ten
inches of snow. By noon traftic con-
ditions approached normal as a result
of the lab^r of nearly 10,000 men in the
employ of the city and the traction
lines, while steam railroad conditions
idso were rapidly Improving.

Wire communication, which was
badly interrupted during: the worst of
the blow, was again fairly good today,
except to New Kngland points.

Blockades on ruilroads created a
shortage of food supplies and a con-
sequent increase in prices, which con-
tributed to the hardship*.

The storm was easily the worst that
New England has experienced in
eleven years. All along the coast phe-
nomenal tides wore reported. In many
places sea walls were battered down,"
boulevards damaged and curbs and
houses along the shore destroyed.

In Boston the tide swept over the
wharves, across Atlantic avenue and
as far Inland as the Chamber of Com-
merce. It is estimated the damage ill
this section will reach $r>oo,ooo.

The worst damage wrought was in
Chelsea and Everett, where it is be-
lieved it will be several weeks before
the flooded district can be reclaimed.

Having escaped through the snow
scantily clad and many of them bare-
footed the residents of the submerged
Rectlon of Chelsea had to stand for
hours in the blizzard waiting for
wagons to take them to shelter.

Hundreds of the homeless were
taken care of in relief stations estab-
llshed in public schools and churches.

TRAIN'S SUCTION CAUSES
WOMAN TO MEET DEATH

Resident of Palo Alto Crosses Track
and Is Thrown Back by

Draft

PALO ALT(S, Cal., Dec. 27.~Mrs.
Annie Jones, aged 54 years, for the last
ten years a resident of this place, was
struck by a Southern Pacific train to-
day and died before she could be taken
to a hospital.

Mrs. Jones attempted to cross the
track in front of a fast train.- She had
cleared the rails and wa£ two feet
away when the train passed, running
at high speed.

The suction drew her against thJ
cars, which struck her with such force
that she was thrown ten feet, striking
on her head.

CARNEGIE INJURED BY
SLIPPING ON ICY WALK

As Result He Is Unable to Attend
Dinner He Arranged In Honor

of Notables

NEW YORK, Dec. 27.—Andrew Car-
negie slipped on an icy spot when
walking around the reservoir in Cen-
ual park today and a painful
inju.y to his left knee. He was un-
aole to be present at a dinner at his
l<oine tonight which he gave to Gov-
ernor Hughes, President Butler of
Columbia university and others; and
r.e also was unable to attend a meet-
ing of the American Historical associa-
tion.

At. the Carnegie home it was said
that his condition was not serious, but
that he had remained in his room on
the advice of physicians.

ZELAYA, SAFE
IN MEXICO,

SCATHES
KNOX

Gives Alleged History of
Nicaraguan Rebellion

and Its Sequel

BLAME FOR CALDERAL

Says False Reports Were Cause
of Downfall—lntervention

of United States Was
Part of Plot

MANAGUA,Dec. —President Madrlt
tonight received a telegram from Gen-

eral Estrada, In command of the revo-
lutionist* at Blueflelds, In answer to all
message of December '££, expressing a

desire to reach some understanding that

would lead to the re-establishment of
peace.

General Estrada reclproeates*thl» sen-

timent and declare* hi* readiness to

meet the proposition submitted by the
president half way.

President Madrid, who w» elated over
the friendly statement, said:

"I will Immediately arrange a meet-

Ing of peace commissioner* of both sides

to dlocun the. terms. 1 am confident of

a «atl<factory outcome."

[Associated Press]

SALINA CRUZ. Mexico, Dec. 27.—
Declaring that the attitude of
Secretary Knox toward him could

not fail to be disapproved by all fair-

minded people.and that he believed the
secretary's Judgment was warped by

false reports from the American vice
consul at Managua, former President
Jose Santos Zelaya endeavored in an
interview today to justify his treat-
ment of the Americans, Cannon and
Groce, as an act that any one in his
position would have committed.

Zelaya debarked, from the Mexican
gunboat General Guerrero this after-
noon and left tonight for Mexico City
|n a private car attached to the regu-
lar , passenger train due in that city
Wednesday morning.

"1 am going to Mexico City to remain
for six months," he said. "'lf the cli-
mate agrees with me I will send or X"
for mj». family. If It docs not agree
with me I will go to lomt place In Eu-
rope. I am going to Mexico city to

iliank President Diaz and Mexican of
ficials for their kindness to roe."

Remains on Ship
The Guerraro, with Zelaya and lii-;

party on board, arrived last night out-
side the harbor, where the boat lay
until this morning. A little later U
steamed to the dock and Zelaya ap-
peared OH fleck to wave a greetinß to a,

crowd of townspeople that had gath-
ered.

He was accompanied by Louis \.
Cousin, fiis former secretary of war:
by Robert C. Bowe, his friend and
former jefe politico, and by several
friends.

On board the gunbont Zelaya dls-
cuseed the killing of Cannon and Groce
and the note of Secretary Knox.

'\u25a0Cannon and Groce," Zelaya de-
clared, "were engaged by the Conserv
ntive party and were brought from
Guatemala by the party, which was
working hand In hand with Cabrera. As
they never had nny ground for accus-
ing me of any Infringement of the
treaty adopted by the Central Ameri-
can republics, they attempted to cre-
ate a cau.se and began trying to insti-
gate a mutiny and an armed rebellion
to force the United States government
to Intervene.

"As regards Cannon and Groce, no
one else in my position would have act-
ed otherwise than I did. Neither Of
these men had any property In Nica-
ragua. Americana and other foreign-
ers holding property in Nicaragua en-
joyed protection at my hands the same
as native-born citizens, and they had
the advantage of not having to pay di-
rect taxes.

"I think Mr. Knox took harsh action
against me. I believe his object wns
that I should resign. That is what 1
have done, i am only a private citi-
zen now and such shall I remain. It
is my intention not to enter politics
again. The report that I had taken
command of the government forces
was absolutely false. I have not and
never intended to do so."

Zelaya attributed much of his woe
to Harry Calderal, American vice con-
sul at Managua. Of this he said:

"The United States government was
grossly misinformed through this man
about conditions in my country. The
vice consul is a member of the Con-
servative party and an ardent de-
fender of that party's views. With
the object of overthrowing my gov-
ernment he made false reports to
Washington which I firmly believe had
much to do with the note of Secretary
Knox.

"I have no doubt that these reports
led him to adopt the attitude he did
toward me. That attitude, I believe,
cannot now be but disapproved by all
fair-minded people."

Call on Zelaya
In the afternoon Zelaya was ceiled

on by several Mexican officials, amont;
\u25a0whom was Juan Broising, collector of
the port, who welcomed the former
president with the words: "I receive
you like a brother."

Zelaya said he had had a good voy-
age, but that he was feeling badl:
and had a slight fever. He did n.u
appear 111 at ease or excited, and in the
afternoon sat for a photographer on
the deck.

He left Managua accompanied by
Minister Carbajal of Mexico, who es-
corted him aboard the Guerrero at
Corinto.

"1 was at perfect liberty at all times
and was not intercepted." he .said. "1
boarded the Guerrero in broad day-

light on the afternoon of the 24th.
The English minister at Managua of-
fered me conveyance on the (loop
Shearwater, then at anchor at Corinto,
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