
OFFERINGS AT THE THEATERS
CURRENT
BILLS

MASON—"The Shepherd King." with
Wright Lorimer as star, will open a

\u25a0week's engagement Monday night.
Mr. Lorimer comes heralded as a

scholar, a graduate of Oxford univer-
sity, although of American birth, and
a man who has devoted considerable
time to Biblical research. "The Shep-

herd King" takes as Its theme the

beautiful and romantic story of David,
iii,- shepherd lad, psalmist and after-
ward king of Israel. Massive scenic
embellishment and rich costuming,

with armor and all the accessories of
a dramatic spectacle, are promised.
If the staging equals that seen in the
eastern production the promise if not
overstated. "The Shepherd King" is
presented by a company of more than
1"5 persons, vlth special music. All
the leading events of David's life are
portrayed with realism, his single-
handed battle With Goliath of Gath,

the giant warrior of the Philistines,

being related by an eyewitness from
back stage. The camp of Saul in the
valley of Elan, with its running brook
in the distance, the courtyard of the
king's palace, with its oriental splen-

dor and David's entrance after his
long exile, the cave of the witch of

Kndor, are among the scenes. Star

and play will remain for the entire
week, Including Wednesday and Sat-

urday matinees.
* * *

BURBANK—Manager Oliver Moros-
co announces for Aviation week David
Bclasco'a powerful drama of the < ivii
War, '-The Heart of Maryland." Mat-
inees will he played as usual on Pun-
day an* Saturday. 'The Heart of

ml" will be the second of David
Botesco'a plays to be seen at the Bur-

hank under the auspices of the Mo-
roseo-Belasco enterpriseß. It is in four

acta and the Burbank's scenic depart-
ment has faithfully copied, even to
details, the designs pent here for the

purpose from the Belasco theater. New
Y.n-k. The play will introduce to local
theatergoer)! Mis? Kthel yon Waldron,
a young woman Of much personal
i harm, who comes here from Chicago
to play ingenue roles with thp Rur-
baak company, and wl;o is credited
by Chicago reviewers with having done
much deserving work while a mem-
ber of the Bush Temple Btock company
In Hie Windy city. Miss yon Waldron
will make her local debut as Nanny

MacNalr, a young girl of northern
sympathies, who is \u25a0 guest in a south-
ern home and who falls in love with

:i lieutenant In the Confederate serv-
ice, .Miss Frames Nordstrom. who
has made a strong- Impression during
!']\u25a0\u25a0 past f.'rtnight as "The Girl" in

Belascoe "The Girl of the Golden
W*«t," will play Maryland Calvert,

the role which first brought Mrs. Les-
lie Carter prominently before the pub-
lic a. Byron Beasley will be seen as
Col. Allan Kendriek. V. P. A., who
wins Maryland's love. Other players
will be David M. Hartford, under
whose direction the play has been pro-

H. S. DufCteld, Harry Mestayer,

.i.-Vi-.i AY. Burton. Henry Stockbridge,
Landau, WUUa Marks. Frcder-

hk (Jilljcrt. Mi.-s Louise Royce and
Miss i.mcii Alice Taylor. The com-
pany has been largely augmented r-r
this play.

MAJESTIC— "King Dodo," first and
most grotesque of numberless recent
stage monarch*, 'will be the attrac-
tion for the week, with matinees on
Wednesday and Saturday, beginning
tonight. King Dodo is looking for a
fountain of youth, and. in order to
regain his lost years, has all the
, locks and calendars in his kingdom
turned back a trifle of thirty years
and keeps his court physician in con-
stant dread of a Tiolent death if he
does not discover tor him the elixir
of eternal' youth. Finally he does find
the fountain through an accident, and
once he is young again he discovers
that youth, too, has its drawbacks,
lor in becoming a boy he has lost the
love of a queen to whom he has taken
a violent liking. Fortunately another
•\u25a0accident" gives him back the years.
John Cort has given "King Dodo"
an entirely new dress. The costumes,
scenery and effects are said to be even
more elaborate than the original road
production. Charles H. Jones, who
staged the former presentation, was
specially engaged for this. Richard
Kicserling, also with the original, Is
the musical director. The company

' includes Eleanor Kent, a sun Fran-
dsro" girl, who has made an enviable
name i", herself in light and grand
opera in the prima donna role of
Plola: William Friend, whose last ap-
pearance here was in the role of the
Welsh Rarebit In "The Land of Nod,"
as the king: Los Angeles' daughter,
little /op Barnett. as the sprightly
Annette, singing the popular number,

"The Tale of a. Bumble Bee"; Laura

Millard. Who was (or two seasons the

favorite prlma donna with the old
Tivoll company, as Queen Lill; Wil-
liam Herman West, also an old Tlvoll
favorite. Dr. Fizz: Osborn Clemson,
Pedro; Louise Mink, Angela; and
Charles ,T. Udell, Mudge. Many en-. comiums are passed on the chorus by

the Judicious advance representative.

ORPHEUM— Beginning Monday mat-
inee, January 10, the Orpheum will
present as its headline attraction an
act not seen in this country before,

but one long papular In Europe—the

Klein family of cyclists. It has been
a long time since a wheel act has been
seen at the Orpheum. The Klein fam-
ily have , layed two solid years In
Berlin alone. There are seven in the
troupe, including four pretty girls, and
they all perform startling feats, such
.is playing a full brass band while
riding each on a single wheel. There
Ib much grotesquerie about their work,
also, and a genuine sensation is prom-
ised. Fay, two Coleys and Fay, who

as minstrels journey "from Uncle Tom
to Vaudeville," have a slender skit,
just enough to carry their songs and
jokes. They are old-time minstrels, the
men, 'while the girls are extremely
modern. The Four Readings are Eu-
ropean importations, hand balancers
and equilibrists. Their (lying leaps are
eulogized and abroad they have
proved very popular. Carl Nobel Is
Seandanavian and a ventriloquist—
the first such combination extant.
There have been men of this sort from

many, England, Scotland and
America, but he Is the first Swede to
take up vocal deception. Eva Taylor
and her clever company will appear
this week in Lawrence Grattan's new
farce, "Dreamona," Florence Bindley
will have some new material; Harry
Fox with the dainty Millership sinters,
will again be In evidence, and Stella
Morrlsini will put her dogs and ponies
through their paces, while new motion
pictures will complete the bill.• • •

iiki.asco- unvis s. Stone and his
ivili play the former vehicle

at N. *'\u25a0 Goodwin, "The Ctonlua," begin-
ning tomorrow nlrht, "The Genius" Ih

the work of Cecil and William C. De
Mille. the latter of whom wrote "The
Warrens of Virginia." "Btrongheart"
and other plays Of recent product that
have won an ample measure of popular
success. In "The Genius' 1 Mr. Btone
will have tine opportunities for cri Btlng
laughter in the role of Jack Speno r,
an up-to-date young man who palms
off a number Of clever paintings as his
own handiwork, greatly to tie wonder
and admiration of his host of friends
and especially of a very charming
young woman. Spencer Is Instantly
hailed as a genius, and the manner in
which he proceeds to live up to this
spurious reputation is the basis for
three acts of admirably delightful fun.
"The Genius" win require the sen
at every member of the Belasco com-
pany) while Scenic Artist Brunton will
have ample change's tor a series of
beautiful stage pictures. Following

"The Genius" the Belasco company v\ill
give tlie first performance on any stage
of a ne U play called "The Spendthrift."
it Is by Porter Emerson Browne, a w< n
known magazine writer and author of
Robert Milliard's play, "A Fool There
Was." The Belasco company's produi
tion of "The Spendthrift" is made by
special arrangement with Frederic
Thompson, who directs the theatrical
destinies of Mabel Talial'erro and Rob-
ert Billiard, while he also manages
sii.ii productloni as "i^iiiy nf the Cir-
cus," "Brewster'a Millions" and "Via
Wireless."

GRAND—Ferris Hartman and his tin
company, beginning with the matinee
today, will offer a production of the
popular musical play, "The Idol's Eye."
"The Idol's Bye" is one of the in"-i

substantial of the musical comcdi. I
linked with Ferris Hartman's name
along the Pacific coast in recent re-
vival. The book and lyrics are from
the pen of Harry B. Smith, while the
music is Victor Herbert's, The piece
has an East Indian setting, and tlie
story concerns the adventures of Abel
Conn, an American aeronaut, who drops
inte> the country where rests the idol
with its pair Of priceless jewel eyes,
one of which, called the eye of love,
has been Stolen, leaving the eye of hate.
It has been taken by James McSnuffy,
who on being saved from drowning by
Abel Conn, "plants" the stone on Conn.
who by the law of the land is responsi-
ble for all of McSnuffy's acts. The se-
ries of complications that follows con-
tains a sub-plot which Introduces the
love of a young American, Ned Winner,
for Maraquita. a Cuban maiden and the
daughter of a wealthy planter. Ferris
Hartman will again appear as Abel
Conn, a role which he has played more
than a thousand times, while: Walter
Catlett will be seen In the role of "Hoot
Mon" McSnuffy. Joseph Fogarty will
play Don Pablo Tobasco. Walter I>e
Leon will be seen at Ned Winner. M>r-
tie Dingwaii as Maraquita, Josle Hart
as Damayantl, and Muggins Davies as
Lieut. Desmond. The piece allows much
gorgeous costuming for both the princi-
pals and tile' chorus. Following "The
Idol's Eye" Ferris Hartman will give
"Woodland."

LOS ANGELES—It is announced
that Carlotta will positively loop the
loop this week at the Los Angeles
theater, heading the new bill which
Sullivan & Consldlne will offer begin-
ning with the regular matinee Mon-
day. Carlotta was scheduled to appear
last week, but owing to her sue. ess in
the north was forced to play an extra
week's engagement there. She Is said
to be- tin- only woman in tlie world
who has ever attempted to loop the
loon on a bicycle on the stage', and
this she will do three times a day be-
fore the patrons of the Lo< Angeles.
Another big act on the 1 new bill will
be Tom Llnton and his jungle girls,
Who will give a miniature musical
comedy containing African pictures
With a Zulu festival of sours and
original dances. The pre-ss agent
avert that in feature and type of work
Mr. Linton bears a striking re-sem-
blance to Eddie Foy. which is at least
diverting. Yon Mltzel and Maynard
will offer a comedy playlet entitled
"Cupid's Co-lneldence," and the Itus-
ticana troupe of Italian musicians and
singers "ill .strive to entertain. Other
acts on the new bill are w. C. Hoeffler
in his "cycle humorisms" and (Jraco

Everett with her series of nonsensical
imitations. Exclusive of these six new
act.; will be a selection of comedy mo-
tion pictui

UNIQUE—The Earl-Rauworth com-
pany will forsake melodrama this
week and will be seen in \u25a0\u25a0> three-act
comedy, "Brown's Troubles," which la
sai.i io abound in laughable situations.
Harry Earl will be seen in the role of
Jack Temple, which is said to afford

lortunities tor versatile acting. The
many situations of the piece are
caused by Temple returning home from
a few clays' outing and telling; bis wife
the truth about his vacation. As a
matt i- of habit, sin- refuses to believe
him. so he< invents a lin to satisfy her.
He (ells her he has been wiih a friend
named Brown nnd also gives her a
fictitious address, she wires to the 1

address and sure enough there is a
TO living there, who hastens to

Temple's house to get the facts of the
matter. Herbert Cramer. James
spencer. Grace Rauworth, Lett's Noel.
Delia Earle an.l tho other members
of the company will be cist in eon-
u< nial role*. Between the acts illus-
trated sonsis and motion pictures will
till in the time.

• • \u25a0

FISCHER'S—"A Day at College" is
the vehicle in which the popular
Fischer players will be seen this week,
beginning with the usual Monday mati-
nee. The piece is by Charles F. Justi,

the musical director of the company.
The scene is a college presided over
by a csermar» professor, but practically
controlled by his pupils, among whom
is an Irish boy, the bane of the pro-
fessor's existence. Max Steinle, a new-
comer to the company, will play the
part of the professor and Billy Onflow
will be the unruly pupil. Esco Ives,
Annie Bautnan, Gale Henry and Nan
Halperin will be cast in suitable roles.
The big beauty chorus will be much
in evidence In "A Day at College,"
and as Miss Halperin has given her
personal attention to the song numbers
it is expected that they will bo pleas-
ingly presented. Illustrated songs arid
new motion pictures will complete the
program.

\u25a0 • \u25a0

WALKER—"Out of the Fold," by
Langdon MeCormaek, will be the at-
traction for the coming week, begin-
ning with a matinee Sunday, January
0. It is described as a pastoral com-
edy drama, and has long been a favor-
ite on eastern stages. A story of sim-
ple human nature Is told In the play.
Helen Gray, who has a past, seeks a
haven in the village where the action
of the play takes place. She wins the
love of an honest man, and on the eve
of her happiness is discovered as th«
woman who "loved not wisely" by
young John Lathrop, who has Just re-
turned from college. He recognizes
her as the former companion .of one
of his friends. The complications that
arise are said to be Interesting and
of vital human Interest. Miss Char-
lotte Mundorf will be seen as Helen
Gray, "The Stranger," with Mr. Le
Moyne as "Big Jim." There will be
matinees Saturday and Sunday. ,

THE DIARY OF A REFORMED
PRESS AGENT

One Who Is

In the following pages i :i-c\< not at-
tempted a justification of the :• ess agent's
profession, it is: hence it ought i" lie. I
have merely felt myself Impelled to unbur-
den my mind of some of tho experience It
lias accumulated in long and heroic service
in the hunk factory. We have had \u25a0< Marl*
HashklrtsefT. a George Sand and a Mary
Maclane. win- may -we not learn and profit
by the devious and totrtllOUß ways of tho
maker of reputations and the arbiter of ton-

week runs? We can. We shall. llenco

this effusion.

CHAPTER I.
I am a reformed press agent. Or,

rather, 1 am a press agent who re-
formed, I am now selling options on
some of the richest, most fertile gra»-
ing land which ever gladdened the
heart of the migratory cow. It is in
Nevada. But there—l have forgotten
my text and must return, although I
should be glad to acquaint you with
the advantages of my latest attrac—I mean, proposition— a personal in-
terview.

I drifted quite naturally into the
business of press agenting. My father
was an inventor and a cheerful, op-
timistic man. He often went to the
theater, and one afternoon, unob-
served, I stole into tin- office of the
manager. We got into an argument
about the play and it ended In his
offering me a job. I beat him in the
argument and lie took it out of my
salary for the next two years. That
was how I came to know he was a
real manager.

He was a big, broad-shouldered man
with an engaging smile and a keenly

sarcastic tongue. He bad much faith
in himself and very little in the gen-
eral public. He delighted in deriding

their tendency, as he expressed it, to
follow the bell-wether. And very soon
l found 1 was expected to be that bell-
wether.

It was rare fun at first. We were
putting on a line of sentimental plays
—"East Lynne" and "Lovers' Lane"
and "The Two Orphans." Wo had an
"incomparable" stock company and a
shrewd, stocky stage manager, who
enforced his most austere commands
with a winningpun. 1 saw that it was
up to me to do something original. So
I studied the sensational newspapers
a few hours and drew my own con-
clusions. Then I began operations.

Our leading man was a shy, retiring

sort of chap—a very good actor, at
that—and I had had a mighty hard
time getting him interviewed. He
hated the task quite as much as a
child hates to be photographed. 1 de-
cided to revenge myself on him and
win my spurs at one leap. So 1 slipped
an unpretentious little note into the
papers to the effect that Sir Franc is
Leivson ("East Lynne" was still turn-
ing "em away) would positively greet
every unmarried woman above the age
of 43 at the stage door after the Thurs-
day matinee. In my "copy" I added
after the word "greet" "with a chaste
salute." but the cynical copy-readers
eliminated this to a man.

The Society for the Restoration of
Ear Muffs to the Benighted Eskimo,
a noble band of devoted Spinsters,
were holding a. convention in .the town
hall. 1 saw that a copy of one of the
papers containing the item went to
each of the delegates, liberally blue-
penciled with flaming arrows pointing
to -Sir Francis Levison." Then I sat
down and thought about a raise in
salary.

Sir Francis rarely reads the papers,
being chiefly absorbed in the study of

Ibsen and Echegary. That Thursday

afternoon he went on at each cue in

his usual sober, serious way, charm-
ingly relieved by the mocking cynicism

with which the character works his
will upon the plteously good folk of
the drama. When it was all over I
stole out by the stage entrance and

lit a cigarette. I had not long to wilt.
Even as the exits disgorged their
throngs of jostling, tearful femininity.

a band of decorous old damsels, well
bespattered with badges or the Res-
toration society, came determinedly

and beamingly forward. There were
some sixty of them, all expectant. I
felt certain Borne one must have told
them about the "chaste salute." They
gathered about the stage entrance, bus-
tling this way and that with gentle
impatience, some talking about the Es- j
quimaux and some about the pay. I
They never noticed me, the shy author
of their Impending bliss.

Presently the rusty hinge creaked
and the door opened. Sir Francis
1., vison. In street dress, appeared.
Smiling bashfully at the assemblage,
he strove to make bis way through 1!
to the street. At once there were
shouts of protest, some mincing, some I
indignant. The Restoration society \u25a0

flowed about Sir Francis like an ad-
vancing tide. He was Imprisoned, he j
who had always scorned the epithet,
"matinee idol," as unworthy of a se- |
rious artist. Imprisoned by his own
popularity, he yielded handsomely..

The Restoration society carried him
off. and I sped to the nearest news-
paper office to unload my yarn.

That was my mild entrance into the
arena of publicity. The very next week
I added to my laurels. I placarded the
city hall, against the plain wording of

the statute, with flaming red posters
announcing a revival of a shocking

French drama, which turned out to be
an exceedingly tepid problem play. I
started a guessing contest in a friendly
newspaper as to the real size of slip- |
per which the new ingenue was to
kick—accidentally—out over the bald-
head row while strenuously repelling
the advances of the villain. I incited a
riot of Irish Nationalists and Orange-

men in the lobby of the theater and it

all went to the financial credit of
"Arrah-Na-Pogtie" at the box office. I
hired a rig and gave away pet kittens
to advertise "Little Lord Fauntleroy"
until the Humane society took me. In
hand.

At the end of the season I felt that
I had arrived. Also, I grow weary of
the fetters of a provincial New England
town. I shook its dust into my bank
account and sped westward. Iwas still
a press agent, for I conceived several
(schemes for enriching my next em-
ployer between Cincinnati and Chilli-
cotlie.

In Chicago I came to a halt. What
it did to me I shall tell you in my next
chapter.

(To be continued.

A JOLLY OLD POTENTATE
"King Dodo" outlives the damsels

of the Paris!..n demi-monde. At the
Majestic next week he returns in re-
gal state. We would be glad of a
chance to greet his former herald.
"The Burgomaster."

Henry Arthur Jones is bent on up-
lifting the London music hall. His
first effort to that end was the recent
production of "The Knife." a one-act
play of his own, at the Palace. Arthur
Bouchier and Miss Violet Vanbrugh
appeared in the sketch. The plot is a
variation of the well-worn triangle of
"two men and a woman. A blunt critic
expressed the opinion that the music
hall does not i need half so much '\u25a0 re-
forming as Henry Arthur Jones' play.

ORPHEUM ROAD
SHOW COMING

Once every season the vaudeville
world comprised within the Orpheum
circuit—and that means all tin 1 United
states west of and Including Cincinnati
—is excited by the announced i 'ininp:
or \u25a0\u25a0The orpheum re>:id show, direction
eif Martin Beck." Hundreds go who
never attend a vaudeville performance
at any other time. How many of them
know the •\u25a0why" of an Orpheum road
show, or what gives it such drawing
pov era .'

The Orpheum roael show is Mr. Iloe-k's
person,'l selection of acts, so put to-
gether thai i hey . ompose Ins Idea Of

\u25a0i perfect vaudeville bill. As the art-
ists offer themselves for booking, in the
summer, the long list Is scrutinised,
and from the many a very tew—about
hall

1

,\u25a0! doz' n—are picked as the- best
in their several lines They start ami
hnish the season together: travel with
their own scenery, stage manager ami
accessories; they are ;c complete organ-
isation, ami arc> the i nvled of all others
in their profession,

Vaudeville, in plain English, spells
"variety," and hence an Orpheum road
show is usually formed to embrace aa
many varieties Of acts as is possible-.
There is always a sketch, for Mr. Bi k
is a devoted adherent of the playlet in
vaudeville and its most aggressive sup-
porter. Then there 1< n si" ctacular
act, for the eye must be pleased as
well as the brain. A musical act
pleases tlie ear; an animal ait shows
ihe prominence nf these performers
e.n the vaudeville stage; and there is
then a typical souk and dance or "va-
riety" ad. to cover that.field, frith an
acrobatic act, a negro act, and Sei on;

each portraying its own field, and each
selected as the best of its type. <

The OrpheUrM show which will open
here next week Monday contains live
acts. Miss Itl.i O'Day, who will come
with "A Bit of Old Chelsea." Rives the
'ketch; the vehicle is obtained from
Harrison Grey Flake, a modern classic.
La Titeomb, "tlie singer on horseback,"
is the spectacular number; she dances
and sings cm a. magnificent white horse 1,

and adds a flash of color to the whole.
Hyiuan Meyer, "the man at the piano,"
well known nnd far filmed, is the mu-
sical attraction. Maude Roches will
bring a miniature variety show in it-
self, with her "Night in a Monkey
Music Hall." as every performer is a
simian. Melville and Hlgglns are the
songr and dance artists,

elf course, as Los Angeles always
gets eight Orpheum acts, three will
be added to the road show, comprising i
acrobatics, cycling and a bit of min-
strelsy, so that the broadness or the
variety fie'id is aptlj Illustrated.

As may be readily Imagined, the
liveliest competition ensued when the
road show was formed, and the artists
engaged were the envied <>r the entire
profession. Hereafter, when they seek
engagements, it will only be necessary
'to state, "I was with the Orpheum

road show;' the rest will be easy, for
their places as aristocrats of vaudeville
is thoroughly established by that one
assertion.

Mr. Beck's idea in putting rorth this
show is to illustrate just how tine
vaudeville can be made—to present an
ideally balanced and highly ornate 1 hill.
He is ever seeking the elevation of
vaudeville, and through tl::- extremely
expensive organization he uraws the

unaccustomed patronage that after-
ward develops into the sti'ady-goers.

He believes his prize bill means about

the finest entertainment that the the-
ater of today affords.

That's the "why" of the Orpheum
road show.

DISCOVERY OF OPAL
RECONCILES FAMILY

Relations Several Twenty=five Years
Ago Reunited When Farmer Chops

Up Old Log in Apple Orchard

NEW STORK, Jan. 7.—The apple,
fruit of discord,' if crossed with the
opal, gem of ill luck, will after sixty
years bring forth the- good fruit of
restored family harmony. At any rate,

thai Is'what has happened right now
in this Yuletlde part of 1909 in Taylor-

town, N. J.. as the result of the graft-
Ing of Farmer Brokaw's scarf pin on
on \u25a0 of bis favorite apple trees back In
1848.

The pin was recovi red yesterday by
Ainaiii Taylor Brokaw, grandson of
the loser. Alnam was splitting a log
of tip' orchard \\oeni for the fireplace
when his axe revealed the long lost
gold pin, with its single opal Im-
bedded in the wood. ll:s first .let

was to write to relatives out west,

te'llins them eit his discovery, and sug-
gesting that the family quarrel, which
began in a former generation with the
loss of the pin, and which has been
continued for sixty years, be called
off. He also sent the pin to the rela-
tives as :: peace offering.

The spill of the family into t\>.. fac-
tions came when Farmer Brokaw in-
timated that a member of the family
bad stolen the pin. Tile- ace used rela-
tive and the member of the household
who believed in him quit the farm and
Went We'St.

Now it Is BUpposed thai the original
owner of the pin, who never wore it
except on Sundays, went into the
orchard mic Sabbath, and seeing a lit-
tle pruning that should be done imme-
diately, took'off his collar and tie' ami
went tie work. He probably stink Ihe
Pin in the folk of the tree for .-ale

keeping, and forgot where he had put

it. Then the wood grew over it.

UNCLE SAM TO REMOVE
PUCKER FROM PERSIMMON

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7—A pucker-
less persimmon Is the hope of the
future. Department of agriculture of-
ficials are figuring on a fruit that will
not draw the jawbone out of place and
yet can l>e transported a reasonable
distance without spoiling, a blending
of varieties or treatment by chemical
processes are the processes by which
.it is expected to eliminate the pucker-
ing qualities.

Japanese persimmons hold the record
for size. They also have all medals
fur drawing the mouth through to the
back of the neck. It is proposed to
mix them with some softer-tongued
brand from the south and thus grad-
ually weaken the astringent properties,
and much headway has been made in
that direction.

Favors Whiskered Members
Even the house of commons barber is

anxious for a change in government,
says the London Globe. He confessed
as much in the county court yesterday.
Although he hud reduced his shaving
fee for what was once "the first club
In Liondon" by one-half, In- Is unable
to make things pay.

Not all the Radicals and Socialists
are bearded legislators,' and yet the
offlclal shaver sighs In vain for a sight
of their, stubby chins. ;.

REVIEWS OF RECENT BOOKS
W. HERBERT BLAKE

A FEW years ago. Guy Thome, a
young London journalist, wrote a
slender novel that won a great

and a deserved sensation. He called it
I "When it Grew Dark," and its theme
was an Imagined conspiracy to con-

I vince the Christian world by falsified
records that the resurrection of Christ
was a myth. The story was excellently
told, the plotters duly foiled and the
climax well worked out. It was a
clever piece of work, quite apart from
Its tremendous spiritual conviction.
The bishop of London preached a ser-
mon about it, to Which the publlsneiS
paid obedient heed.

It is too bad, but I fear the bishop
will never preach a sermon on Mr.
Thome's second novel, "The Socialist,"
which comes with the Putnam Imprim-
atur. And one reason is that the' author
seldom leaves the pulpit himself, so
the bishop has no chance. Yon .an
preach a sermon about a novel. To
preach a sermon about a sermon Is a
more delicate business, l am not going
to attempt it in this review.

Mr. Thome suffers from an ailment
very common to persons of deep and
sincere convictions—he is too full of
his subject. He is a Christian and a
Socialist, in fact a Christian Socialist,
and except in the few pages of his
novel devoted tee the melodramatic cap-
ture of an English duke by a band of
ruffians whom Stevenson would have
loved, he is telling us about his twin
allegiance all the blessed time. Noth-
ing is more natural under these cir-
cumstances than that he should unduly
Idealize his characters, and, sure
enough, he docs. The most striking
among them is "the Man with the
Mustard-Colored Beard" (it sounds
like Fergus Hume), otherwise known
as "James Fabian Rose," and tin ap-
parent literary effigy of one G. B.
Shaw. "Fabian" is the deus ex ma-
china of the plot. It is he who hires
a theater expressly for the staging of
plays to bring the supercilious upper
class Englishman to his social senses.
It is he who engages a charming young
woman to play the leading role, and
by the fortuitous accident of the duke's
kidnaping it is he who helps them get
acquainted, very democratically, over
the footlights. The duke becomes a
Socialist and gives up the greater part
of his stale to the cause of the party.
He also marries the actress. Apropos
of this sacrifice of material prospects',
the author Uas a significant; paragraph
which Is at least worth thinking over:

"We must do again" (one of the char-
acters is speaking* "If we arc to real-
ize the ideals which burn in our hearts,
what the Christian church did in the
old days of the Roman empire, and
was meant to do in all ages, by means
of the old faith 'once and for all de-
livered to the saints.' In those dim.
far-off days the historian k"ows that
Christianity succeeded actually increating a new middle class—Just what
was needed—of poor men made richer,
and rich men made poorer in one- com-
mon brotherhood. Its motto was: For
all who want work, work! For those
who won't work, hunger! But for the
old and Infirm, provision. And this
the Church of Christ actually achieved,
neither by denouncing nor Inculcating
dog-ma, but by insisting on and carry-
Ing out in practice its own remarka-
ble dogmas Christianity and So-
cialism are inextricably entwined. Sep-
arate one from the other, as so many
Socialists of nowadays are endeavor-
ing tee do, and one or the other, per-
haps both, will fail of their high Ideal,
their splendid mission. Combine them,
and success is real and assured."

Because he does, or tries to do, just
this, tin duke of Paddlngrton feels
very quickly the iron disdain of society
and the bitter opposition of his old
Associates. He retains his title. Guy
Thome might be a revolutionist, but
one feels instinctively that he would
make a mental reservation to spare
the nobility in the general overthrow.
His characters of rank. Indeed, do not
ring quite true. One feels the author
is drawing them as his idealizing imag-
ination pictures them, not as they are.
His portraits of the lower class Briton,
on the other hand, are exact find true
to type, One fault throughout the
Volume is the author's failure to differ-
entiate between his characters In con-
versation. Most of them speak alike
the buoyant and optimistic tongue of
Guy Thome. This Is very Jolly, but
it is not novel Writing.

One gets the Impression, too, that the |
novelist is a photographer, rather than
a creator, in his oharrtcterlsiaticii. He
seems to have met his people, rather
than made them. ! He is their discov-
erer, not their parent. By a similar
realistic method his story zigzags ir-
Mtatlngly from one group of characters
to another, at times going back to nar-
rate omitted details without the tanta-
lizing grace which makes us pardon

such recurrence in Sterne or Thack-
eray. The concluding chapters are the
best in the book, and are well worth
rereading. In the statement of his po-

sition the author is engagingly frank
and wlnninglj persuasive. As a novel-
ist his power: are open to consider-
able cavil, but as the proponent of a
religious philosophy which numbers
many earnest and devoted adherents,
be commands at least respectful
attention.

The Socialist. By Guy Thome. New

York and London: G. P. Putnam's
Sons. I ; .* * *

Emory W. Justus, who has recently

come to Los Angeles to make his home.

has published an attractively printed
and bound volume of his own poems
which he entitles "Life's Golden
Dreams." They are in a variety of
meters ami cover a multitude, of

themes in a mood of hopeful and fre-
quently helpful philosophy. There
may be a difference of opinion as to
the poetical merit of tlie collection.
but there should be none as to the
author* wholesome: and single-heart-
ed point of view. The book has. in
addition, as footnotes, frequent quo-
tations from the thinkers of the

world's history, which are in pleasant
accord with the mood and sentiment
of the author's own verses.

Life's Golden Dreams. By Emory

W. Justus. Copyright, 1909, by the au-
thor. • « • .

Mr. Frederic S. lsham has come into

his own. His graceful romances, "Un-
der the Hose." and "The Lady of the
Mount," revealed him the possessor of
a rose-colored fancy, a delicate turn of
sentiment, a polished style. But here
we have robuster matter, sturdier plot,
stronger style— blood in things.
Here Is, indeed, a vigorous story told in
a vigorous way. Tho thrill of an in-

tense excitement keeps the reader al-
ways in a state of breathless suspense.
because his sympathies are aroused ana
he is personally concerned from the
start for the central character, a very

real man who suffer*, dares and
achieves. i

\u25a0

"Half a Chance" Is the story of
John Steele, who had really less than

half a chance and who did not need
more to pierce his way to fame, to for-
tune and to love. He is an American,

and the tale of his upward striving la
both characteristically and lnsplrins-
ly American. Born In the lowest

Idregs of society, but. with a strain of

fine parental blood, successively .1

roustabout, a sailor, a prize-fighter, he
Is, in the end, unjustly convicted on
British soil of a capital crime and de-
ported to Australia. A shipwreck in-

terferes with the execution of his sen-
tence. Then, by an extraordinary co-
incidence, comes his opportunity. HO
works, tolls and triumphs. Courage-

ously he goes back to find his honor
In the place where he has lost It. Not

Iwithout desperate danger does he win
llt back, and, with it, the hand of
Jocelyn Wray.

The Incidents of the plot are frank
melodrama of.the better sort—the sort

that has been an element of vigor In
much of our best English fiction, the
sort that Charles ninkens and Charlca
Reade Indulged In, the sort that makes
Sir Gilbert Parker so' popular In on
day. It is. Indeed, ii plot that Charles
Rcnde would have relished, 0 plot that
sir Gilbert would have found greatly
to his liking. Mr. Ishnm handles it
skillfully and well, with a. fine eye for
color, a keen joy in the climax. The
romantic scenes—the wreck of the
convict ship, the rescue, the strange

events on the desert isle, the return
to England, the rim* of Rteele to power
and prominence, the recognition, the
man-hunt, the pursuit across fog-bound
London, the stunning denouement in
which John Steele rights himself—
they are all possessed of the sharp
edge of excitement.

And you may be sure that Mr. Is-
ham, for all Ills new-found power as a
plot-builder, has lost none of his
charm as the weaver of a love story.

If the hero holds the center of the
stage, be sure that the heroine is no
"splendidly null" lay figure. She dis-
putes his place and takes captive the
imagination. "Half a Chance" lin-
gers In the memory of the grateful
reader, clear-cut by reason of Its care-
dispelling Interest, fragment by rea-
son of its romance.

"Half a Chance," Frederic 8. Isham.
Illustrated by Herman Pfelfer. Tho
•g(todßUßjpui '/Ctredttioa ntM B(l<lOSl 0S

• • *
A pleasant remembrance of hours

spent on the links Is "Fore," in which
W. Hastings Webllng sings In vary-
ing meter of the joys and jests of his
favorite sport. in his preface the ver-
sifier says he writes not for "critics
of the Swinburntan school" (which is
easier said than defined), but for "the
man who can do eighteen holes in 180,"
which, perhaps, is easier said than
done. At any rate, Mr, Webllng la a
right' loyal golfer, and here's hoping
his little book beats Colonel Bogey

with that great section of the public
that has no time for more serious
verse!

Fore, the Call of the Links. By W.
Hastings Webllng. Boston and New
York: H. M. CaUUvell company.

Books Received
"Sicily: the Garden of the Mediterra-

nean." By W. S. Monroe. Boston: 1.. C.
Pago & Co.

"Standard Quids for Locomotive Engi-
neers and Firemen." By Ed Turner. Chi-
cago: Laird & Lee.

"Yzdra." A tragedy in three acts. By
Louis V. Ltd.nix. New York and London;

G. P. Putnam's Sons.
"Veronica Playfair." By Maud Wilder

Goodwin. Boston: Little, Brown & Co.
"Foolish Question!"." By it. L. Hold-

berg. Boston: Small, Maynard & Co.
"Cyrus Hall McCormlck. Ills I.iff and

Work." By Herbert X. Casaon. Chicago:
A. i". McClurg & Co.

"Anno of Avonlea." By 1.. M. Montgom-
ery- Boston: L. C, Page A Co.

"The Land of Long Ago." By Eliza Cal-
vert Hall. Boston: Little, Brown & Co.

\u25a0•The Dominant Dollar." lly Will -1.1111-
--brldge. Mcago: A. C. MoClurg & Co.

"Aunt Amity." Silver Wedding." By

Ruth McEnery Stuart. New York: T^ie
Century company.

"A Handbook of Hospitality for Town
and Country." By Florence Howe Hall.
Boston: Dana Kates .>.- Co,

"Cafe Cackle." By Olivette, Chicago:
Laird & Lee.

"The Mattery of Destiny." By James

Allen. New York and London: 1:. p. put-
Minn's Sons.

"The World of Suckers." By Lionel Jo-
aaphare. San Francisco: The Dinner Pub-
lishing company.

"The Pleroma, an Hatay on the Origin ot
Christianity" By tor. Paul earns. Chica-
go: The Open Court Publishing company.

"What Have the. Greeks Done fo» Mod-
111] Civilization?" By John P. Malmffy.
New York and London; O. P. Putnam's
Boos.

'i a Doodle Hill." By Alice. Cal-
houn Haines. New York: Henry Holt &
Co,

"Sparrows, the Story .'!' an . Unprotected
rjlri." I.'- Horace Iw. C. Newte. New
York: Mitchell Kenherley.

"Tag. or the Chlen Buule Dog." By Va-
lanco Patrlarche. Boston: L. C. Pago &
Co.

"An American Transportation System."
By George A. IJnnkln. New York and Lon-
don: G. P. Putnam's Sons.

"Muslcology." By Maurice B. Logan.
New York City: Minds, Nohlp & Eldredge.

"Political Issues and Outlooks." By Wil-
liam Howard Taft. New York: Doubleduy,
Page & Co. ,

"The. Peacemakers." By Hiram W. Hales.
Boston: Reid Publishing company.

"The Lost Mine of the Mono." By C. It.
B. Klette. New York: Cochrane Publish-
ing company.

"The Kindergarten In the Home." By
Carrie S. Newman. Boston: L. C. Page iV
Co.

"Guatemala and ii^r People of Today."
By Kevin O. Winter. Boston: L. C. Pago
« Co.. "Dorrien Carfax." By Nowell Griffith.
New York: The John Mcßrldo company.

"Toll of Men." By 1. QUerldti. New York
and London! O. P. Putnam's Sons.

"The (louse on the North Shore." By

Marlon Poster Washburne. Chicago: A. C.
McClurg ,<. Co.

"The Lady of Big Shanty." By F. Berke-
ley Smith. .New York: Doubleday, Page
& Co.

"Manhattan." By Charles. Hanson Towns.
New York: Mitchell Kennerley.

"Hace Adjustment." By Kelly Miller.
New York and Washington: Ncale Pub-
lishing company.

"The Clant and the Star." By Madison
Caweln. Boston: Small, Maynard & Co.

"After Death- What?" By Cesnre Lom-
broso, Boston : Small, Maynard ,<\u25a0 Co.

"The Yellow Circle." By Charles K.
Walk. Chicago: A. C. Mc£lurg & Co.

"Marie of Arcady." By F. Howes Lan-
caster. Boston: Small, Maynard A Co.

"Captain Jinks—the Autobiography of a.
Shetland Pony." By Frances Hodges White,
Boston: 1.. C. Page £\u25a0 Co.

"Prlsellla of the Hood Intent." By Hal-
llwell Sutcllfre. Boston: Little, Brown Hz
en
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DR. L. A. LAUER, Dentist
65fl'/i S. Main, cor. Seventh street.

To become acquainted with you and es-
tablish a business here. I will, for a lim-
ited time, do the highest class of dental
work at half prices.

Bear in mind that this is no fake ann
that I am no advertising dentist, but

that I am simply doing this to build up

a practice.
This Is an opportunity you should take

advantage of. as I would like to show
you what I can do and how easily I can
do It, and how little It will cost.

For 15 years I enjoyed one of tn«

finest practices In Chicago, and my

reputation among the dental profession

there Is Al. Consult me (free), get my

estimate on your work before going

elsewhere.
_ _

My system is painless dentistry, and I
guarantee all my work.

HOIKS—0 to S. SUNDAY, 11 t» It.

Morosco-Egan dramatic and
Operatic School

A piactical school of stage; u-a.ning, con-
ducted under the- UirecLlon of competent in-

structors, renting;, Umi in;:. Voice and Stage

Technique. For full Information apply school
quarters, top n^nr Majestic Theater building.

Main 981; n'663.

TALLY-HO STABLES 109 North Broadway

Swellest Carnages and Livery Rigs in the City, including Tally-Hos

~~
DRINK

Mater's Select
THERE IS NONE BETTER

Mail or Phone Your Orders to the Brewery Office
440 ALISO STREET


