
We move that congress do now ad-
journ.

Oklahoma may be said to have caught

the modern and reprehensible fever to

overcapitalize.

For several days now no party has
returned and reported having climbed
Mount McKinley.

Among those present at the colonel's
reception »c noticed the name of Er-
nest Beton Hyphen Thompson.

We notice that Los Angeles was

pretty well represented at the eastern
universities when the honors were
passed out.

Hughes, the logical bigamist, says he
will remarry one of his three wives
when he yets out of prison, Time alone
will tell which loser is the more for-
tunate.

An honest politician has at last been
found. Mayor Qaynor is said to have
i. iii:id to take an umbrella that did
not belong to him, after the parade in
New York.

President Ripley said the government
would eventually take over the owner-
ship of the railroads. If he was listen-

ing for a loud general protest he was
disappointed.

Chauncey Depew is writing a series
of articles for a leading magazine. The
high ( ost of living is forcing the sen-
ator! i" turn to any source to earn an
honest penny.

Mr. Taft wants the corporation tax

promptly collected. This desire, coming
from a man of Mr. Taft'a corporation,
removes all doubt of his patriotism and
unselfishness.

Hears! is still skylarking around Eu-
rope, bui « c have nol not ed any cable
reports of potentates scrambling to en-
Joy the honor <>r a call or univei
I g out any degrees.

Movement to pension broken down
ball players is the late t Something
also should be doni for the fans who

down rooting foi the losing
They desi r\ c v pension.

The approach of another indepi n-
\u25a0 111 draws attention to the

fact that the greatest nation of In-
irs in the world has yel failed to

produ< \u25a0 the nolseli se flii i rai kei.

Including those v over-
Ing our paj \u25a0 • . ' . hould

estimate that the number of patriots
in New Mexico and Arizona who are
v Win \u25a0 their utal . ernor

' lited .States senator in about I ;>i.

They are making a house to I

canvass In San Francisco to raisa funds
for the Panama exposition. Ought to

nice contributions at the
les it is gen-

that they have by great

thrift .^a\eil up v Jut "f the "mazuma."

Tom Watson says he lias not re-
turned to the Democracy; that it was
the Democracy shifted away from the
doctrines hi always stood for. Tom
remindi \u25a0.. of the juryman who said
the other eleven men who wouldn't
think as he did about the accused were
a pack of stubborn cusses.

.No, thu.nl, you; we are not going to

Reno i" I With th thei mometer
at Hit, the alki I tiiiik, and
the conventions deman ling that clothes
be worn through tin ordeal, we
fancy that the Fourth "f July celebra-
tlon here, with of lemonade In
Weatlak" park, "ill suit our lethargic
temperament better.

WHAT'S THE CAUSE?

TIIKreport of the senate committee
on the cause of the increased cost
of livingcannot be said to he very

Informing, eVBM If the truth of the ma
.lority's finding! is i on< \>ded. Rven a-
the committee has divided on partisan
lines, so Individuals will have their
own opinions (where they linvp nny ;it

am In the matter. The problem is so
complicated that it baffles anyone Who
endeavors to dip Into It.

A prominent newspaper In the ens;
recently gathered B symposium of
views from a group of note! Ameri-
cana, It was significant, and almost
amusing, that among the half dozen or
so of replies, no two agreed. Oni
ascribed the increased production of
gold 8.1 the cattle "f the rise in prices,
another the extravagance of the peo-
ple, another the trusts, another the
tariff, and so on. And. as Mr. Etoole]
would say. "there ye are."

The truth lies in the fact—and in this
the senate committee is right —that the
causes ;,rc not one but many. Which
predominate! not even the ablest and
Bhrewdent economist" and sociologists
are able to six with agreement. "When
doctors disagree who shall decide?"

Take, for example, the case of beef.
Xn one can deny that as American
prosperity grows and people want
terhouse steaks whose parents were
content with Boupbones anil other
cheaper cuts, the cost of the better
parts must Inevitably pro up. Nor can
anyone who knows the farts fa I] to see
that the cutting up of western ranch* s

and the higher price of corn arc t -
gether bound to reduce supply and
raise prices. Further, it is patent that
the great bi ef trust, able in large
measure to say what it will pay for
beef on the hoof and what It will re-
ceive for dressej meat, is a large
factor in the case.

Many other trusts, enabled by crush-
ing out competition absolutely to laugh

at the law of supply and demand, have
put prices up almost at will, and the
only reason they are not higher for
their particular commodities Is that
there is a point beyond which it Is in-
advisable to go because to piss it

would cause a falling off in demand.
When tlie senate committee says that
trust products have not advanced "as
rapidly as have other, commodities" it
only reveals its political bias.

The people know better. Figures
may be prepared that will show any-

thing desired, but everyday experience
disproves them. The consumers of to-
bacco, for instance, know that while to-
bacco may hot apparently have risen
much the size of packages has been
reduced and the quality of goods of cer-
tain prices has deteriorated. Other
trusts have resorted to the.same tricks
as the tobacco trust and have cut down
packages, not greatly in the units but
enormously adding to profits in the ag-
gregate; so much so that some states

have passed laws compelling producers

to stamp packages plainly with the
weights. ,

So with the tariff. You can't tell
people that when the makers "f steel
rails, sewing machines, watches, type-

writers and a host of other things sell
them for less abroad than at home, tho
tariff doesn't let them do it. Gambling

in foodstuffs, cold storage, the greed
of middlemen and retailers, the water

in stocks upon which we must pay

dividends, and a dozen other factors
enter into the mounting cost of living.

In our opinion there is one great em-
bracing- cause that overshadows a'l

others. It is the exploiting of man by

his fellow man. The spirit of greed
tv be abroad as never before.

Everybody Is "looking for his." and

under this condition prices could not

remain down.

WHAT A CHANGE!

WE FEAR that the prize fight pro-
moters and their friends the
sporting writers allowed the

horse to be stoli n before they took the

trouble to lock the stable door. Un-
doubtedly tin 1 "game" of prize fighting,
boxing <>r whatever it may be called,
is on it.- last legs, bo to speak, In Caii-
fornia.

We nre moved to theßfl remarks by

the sudden change that our friends the
sporting writers have injected Into
their reports of the so-called boxing

conti vernor I Mllett made
his spectacular move to prevent the
Jeffries-Johnson light In California, the
sporting writers regaled us with some-
thing like this:

"Tl "'is battler, -,
is trained to the minute and 1h fairly

thii-siiiuj for the gore nf the bone
hi r, . Fight f.-ms who

journey to Naud Junction may expect
of the most thrilling ring

battles of rec ni years, and an early

knockout la expected."

Now all i? changed. Listen to the
mild "advance notice' 1 dunned off by

the editor of t!
"Were the bout to b< twenty rounds

there are manj boxing followers who

' pin their faith to him t'> carry
off the honors, bul I entertain-
ment ie scheduli d for ten i ounds, a

distance w tilth Ih Juki suited tin nicety
for the craft \ Ai< I, and If the Qrlt-
Bher " plaj b his mipei ioi Ity in this

number of rounds he will surprise a
number of his mo -' ardi 'it admirers.

"Be that as it may,

i erta Inly a scii ntllic t n lore

for them, and unless all signs fail these
expert boxers and < unn

should lini.-h with honors about

"Scientific treat' Is good.

Oklahoma City In said to have'pushed
it:! real estate boom bo far us to lay
out town plots over an area of 400
square mill affording i ion for a pop-
ulation of i",' ,000 If this is bo, why
move the state capital from Guthrle?
It will eventually come within tho lim-
its of Oklahoma Cl y, thus saving all
this fuss and expense.

Which shall it be a redllght renais-
sance or a continuation of the present

clean administration? There never was
a more clean cut issue in any campaign.

The Senate Investigating Committee Reports on the High Cost of Living

WAS MORE CONCEALED?

THK lifeless body of Judge Morria
J. Cochran, a former distinguished
federal court jurist of Arizona,

was found in his room in a local hotel
on Tuesday morning last. Yesterday,

three • days later, the body was con-
signed to a grave In Rosednle ceme-
tery with only tho stricken widow and
a few friends present to pay a last
murk of respect, because the fact of
Ihe demise was concealed from the
many friendi in Southern California by

the coroner's office almost up to the
time of the funeral.

No rational explanation of tin? gross
dereliction of duty is offered, and the

only plausible theory is that the coro-
ner and his deputies sought to shield
the hotel, for hotels do not like the
publicity derived from deaths in their
rooms to which mystery may attach,

in trlew, however, of the fact that the
news must eventually come out. and
the further fact thnt Judge Cdchran'S
end came as a remit of heart disease
(according to the coroner's finding),

and was therefore no discredit to the
hotel, even this "excuse" is untenable.
It ever arouses a suspicion that a pub-

lic official who would hold back news
to which tho public was entitled may

still be holding hack .something: that
a probe may be necessary to uncover.

It is further paid that the dark lan-
trrn methods employed In this case
were responsible for a delay of more
Lhan twenty-four hours In notifying

the widow of Judge Cochran at Parker,
Ariz., of his passing;. Only through

her displeasure at the secrecy was the
public at last informed of the occur-
rence through the press, and the mat-
ter reluctantly admitted by the county

official's office.
If the Incident floes not point to

Bom 'thing still concealed that the pnb-

lic ought to know, it nevertheless Is
Illuminating of the way. business is

done by elected officers in Los Angeles

county, who are presumably servants
"f the public bill appear to lie In real-

it;.- a law unto themselves.
The whole regrettablejfclfalr points to

a duty on the |;arl of the public ut_ the
approaching county election. That
duty Is to see that the office is plated

in charge of men who appreciate their
responsibility t.> the people as coming

always before the interest or the whim

of ; ny private Individual.
Si recy of the Kind practiced in this

( -is., can c mcelval ly lead to grave

I'he only ex< use for a coroner
at all is that he may stand on guard
against the commission of crime. It

entire frankness is ti<«t found in the
conduct of the coroner's • office, what

assuru the law that there will
not i" concealment at si me time when
justli i n be che Lt< d thereby?

Don't foi as the fight for Rood
imint attracted the interest and

the pi ie entire country to Los.
Angeles, so a return to the fleshpota at
the coming election would be comment-

ed on by the press of the land to our

: \u25a0!•• it detriment. That's worth keep-

ing In mind.

If it be true thai government statis-
tics show a reduction 'if expenditure
amounting to over $110,000 for alco-
holic drinks in this country in the past

two years, the genera] conclusion in
most communities will be that the re-

duction has taken place somewhere.
else.

this is- a sample <>f engllih as a now
york man would like to have it writ-

he says the use. of capital letters

Is needless and their elimination would
simplify tilings to advantage, the her-
ald doesn't quite fancy the Innovation,

ou 7

As lie laid Of the tariff bill, .Mr. Taft
now says the railroad bill la the best of
its kind ever passed, If ho uses that
expression again we'll ring the bell
un him

Merely in Jest
HE WAS STILL GAME.

In a great deal of trepidation a dfffl-
detlt young- man called at the office of
the father of the girl he was smitten
with and stammered:

"Sir, I—1—pardon me, but I want to
marry ynur daughter."

"I'm busy; go and see her mother,
young man,' 1 said the father.

"I have already seen her mother, and
I still wish to marry your daughter."—
Everybody's Magazine.

DEEPLY ENGROSSED
"What at"c those women discussing

with so much animation."
\u25a0Current literature."
"Current literature?"
"Yes, the bargain ads."

' MARKET PRICES
"The egg of the great auk is worth

a thousand dollars."
"And what are hen's eggs selling at

just now?"

NOT LIKE POLITICS
"Rasehnll makes for honesty."

"I believe that. Tou don't find a
fan hurrahing for one man and voting

for another."

AN ENTHt'PIAP*
"Yes, he went crazy over golf."
"Pad, sad."
"Oh, no great harm done. They have

links at the asylum. He's playing a
bitter game than ever now."

NOT TRUE TO tillE
"Realism on the stage? There Is no

Filch thing."

"How now'"
"Six months elapse between art I

and act 11, and yet they have the
same cook."

Far and Wide
• ADEPTS.

Their success with the scales sug-

gests that it would he interesting to
learn what those sugar people would
do with a cash register.—Providence
Tribune.

RUSSIA'S NEW TROUBLES
\u25a0 Now that an oil trust has been
formed in Russia, the grand dukes may
really begin to tremble for their su-
premacy.—Pittsburß Dispatch.

HIS AMBITION
It might look to the uninitiated as

if Mr. Bryan wanted to do all the
kicking and be the umpire, too.—
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

COBBLE PAVING
Baltimore can endure cobblestone

j p-iviiig for yearn to come, but let us
hope it won't be necessary.—Baltimore
American. '

TAKE IT OUT IN TALK
Consistency is not a conspicuous ele-

ment in modern politics. Public men
l who pretend to be bitterly opposed to
monopolies are letting- pet trusts eat
out of their hands.—Dallas News.

FASHION HINT

As an appropriate headgear for the
blushing June bride, permit us to sug-

gest snowballs.— Washington Herald.

"DE MORTUIB" SHATTERED
A Texan man died, leaving a will disposing

of $1 000,000 which he didn't have. It Is un-
derstood that his relatives have .broken the
injunction to speak nothing but good of the
dead.—Detroit Free Tress.

MERELY rLAYERS
T. H Bothertl and Miss Julia Marlowe arc

ploying "As You Like. It" In New York,
while Mrs. Virginia named SnthiTn Is ap-
pearing In "Why I Couldn't Stand It" In
Reno, Nov.—Detroit Journal.

HARD ON SOUBRETTES
With the feather duster banished by the

march of sanitary science, th.- \u25a0 theatrical
trust will i,,' hard hit In the matter of sou-
brettes.— Chicago Dally News.

SEEM DETERMINED TO win

This talk of keeping Bryan out or the In-
diana campaign Im the moat convincing glsn

of Democratic harmony yet observed.— Detroit
Free Press. :-i;-,;

mni.Y#iiis TEMPORARY ADDRESS

Latter addressed. to William 11. Haft at
Washington should be marked "l'leaso for-
ward."— .Birmingham Ago. Herald.

Public Letter Box

TO CORRESPONDENTS—Letters Intended
(or publication must be accompanied by th*
name and address of the writer. The Herald
gives the widest latitude to correspondents,
but assumes no responsibility for their view*
I stters must not succeed 200 words.

ROOSEVELT HELD RESPONSIBLE
FOR TAFT'S ADMINISTRATION

Editor Herald: Warren Eddy and
Val Stone ask someone to point out
some achievement of Mr. Roosevelt.
Well, here Is one:

After filling thu high and respon-
sible position of president for seven
years he accomplished what no other
president before him and it Is to be
hoped none that are to follow him will
ever attempt, namely, to dictate to the
American people who his successor
should- be. !\u25a0'* J< \u25a0•

The press, Democratic and Republi-
can alike, Is strangely silent.on this
important phase of the political situ-
ation. But if I mistake not the people
will yet ask Mr. Roosevelt in no un-
certain tone: Did Mr. Taft deceive Mr.
Roosevelt or did Mr. Roosevelt deceive
the American people when he became
sponsor for Mr. Taft and his admin-
istration?

Strange things may happen before
1912. We have come to the parting of
the ways. Mr. Roosevelt must choose
between Mr. Taft and the honest
servants of the people ho has removed
because they refused to be the tools
of corporate greed. When Mr. Roose-
velt has made his choice then the peo-
ple no doubt will ask some very plain
questions. And one of them will be:
Who caused this frost?

T. J. POLLARD.
Los Angeles, June 22.

PRESCRIPTION CURES SMALL

POX AND SCARLET FEVER

Editor Herald: Boeing in your col-
umns of today announcement of death
of a prominent citizen from virulent
"scarlet" fever, I am moved in the In-
terest of humanity to send you this
recipe, went to the BtocKtotl (Cal.) Her-
ald many years R(O, The writer says
it is harmless when taken by a well
person and says It will (lire smallpox
though the pittings arc filling. Jt will
also cure scarlet fever. Here is the
recipe as I have used It and cured
my children of the scarlet fever; hero
it is as I have used It to cure small-
pox when learned physicians said the
patient must die; it cured:

Sulphate of zinc, one grain; foxglove
digitalis), one grain; half a taaspoon-
fui of sugar, Mixwith two tablespoon-
fuls of water. When thoroughly
mixed add four ounces of water. Take
a spoonful every hour.

Either disease will disappear in
twelve hours. For a child smaller
doses according to age. if counties
would compel their physicians to use
this there would be no need of "pest
houses."

This writer, ascribes the discovery

of this cure to the medical school of
Paris. N. O.

Long: Beach, June 23.

COMFORT OF CITIZENS MOST

IMPORTANT IN PARK QUESTION

Editor Herald: Councilman Betkou-
skl in right in denouncing the plan of
the park commissioners to beautify

central park tor show purposes only,

and disregarding the comfort of thou-
sands who may desire to rest there.

Any scheme that does not provide
seating capacity for at least a thousand
is unworthy the name.

An ordinance should be passed also
prohibiting the scattering of the news-
papers over the grounds on Sundays.

In fact, at all times it Is slovenly and
offensive to good taste; and since It la
an easy matter to amend, it should be
done at once in the interest of good
government. J. K. KITTS.

Los Angeles, June 22.

REFUSES TO ANSWER

ROOSEVELT QUESTION

Editor Herald: Kelative to the letter

of Warren H. Eddy of June 20. I will
say I do not. care to further riiseuss
present political conditions with him or
any other man who would honestly ask,
"What has Roosevelt achieved ami
when." Substantially this Is what lie
asks. 1 need nut name his achieve-
ments; they are familiar to all. It is

clear that Mr. Eddy has not analysed
either the character of Theodore Roose-
velt or that of the masses in him great
collllT'unu ealtll.

<!i:< (ROE W. HEKXiICK.
Riverside, June 22.

Great Revolution Impending in China

After ceaseless preparations for ten
years; scores of premature revolts,
large Importations of arms and the
Secret drilling of men even, it is Said,
in the United States, warning has Been
conveyed to the foreign legations in
Peking that nt last the great Chinese
rebellion. may be Imminent.

Although the Tartar Manchus have
reigned nt Peking for six centum*,

they are still regarded as foreigners 11*
the Chinese, and Innumerable efforts
have been made In the past to drive
them from the country. Concerted ac-
tion was never achieved, however, and
it was not until !)r. Sun Vat Sen, the
organizer of revolution, began to form
his plans for welding the people Into a
nation and establishing a Chinese re-
public after the model of the United
states that the dynasty was seriously
threatened, if the anticipations of

• Europeans In China are correct, he has
now perfected his preparations for
overthrowing the dynasty and sweep-
Ing the Whole posse of mandarins and
officials out of existence.

It Is by means of the vast organiza-
tion of secret societies with which
China 18 honeycombed from Mukden to
Canton that he has conducted his cam-
paign. BVery Chinese rebellion and
riot for the past 600 years has been In-
spired and aided by one or other of
these societies, and they are all bound
together iiy common sentiment arid in-
terest. All are Violently ahtl-dynastlc,
and all are equally anti-foreign.

Dr. Bun Vat Sen has declared his In-
tention or throwing everyl port open to
the world Whert he heroines president
of the Chinese republic of which he
dreams; but the Watchword of the so-
cieties Is "China for tile Chinese," and
the recent riots in Hunan prove that
any general movement will at once
Imperil the lives of Europeans In the
country.

Greatest of all the secret societies Is
the BahhohU, or Triad, of which Dr.
Run Vat Sen is believed to be the
"head center." Some authorities esti-
mate the number of its members at
2,500,000, but others declare It Includes
at least 10,000.000 of the 60,000,000 adult

; males In China. Its power leaches as

I far as Liverpool, San Francisco and
Sydney, and no delinquent member is
ever safe from its emissaries.

It was founded in 1674. and Its name
signifies "Three United," referring to
heaven, earth and man. When these
three have united to drive out the
Manohus nnd all other foreign devils,

its members believe, the perfect trl-
aiißle will be formed and universal
peace will follow. Another name of
the society is Thiantihul, or "Heaven-
Earth league/ 1

Its avowed object in to seek more
light, or "mini?.1' hut Ming was also
the name of the previous dynasty, and
this ambiguous phrase never concealed
the fact that its object was solely po-
litical.

Membership may be said to be com-
pulsory, for when any one Is likely to

be of service to the society the local
officials, after the manner of Silver's
"black spot," send him a paper bear-
Ing their seal. He is warned to pre-
sent himself for Initiation, and threat-
ened with murder If he should reveal
the message. If he shows signs of
hesitation he Is attracted to the lodge
by a ruse, nnd once he takes the oath,
terror ever afterward prevents him
breaking it. \u25a0\u25a0'-.'

Subscriptions are largely raised by

(London rj«prcii!")

levies on the keepers or gambling dens,
and the .society is always well provided
with money. Members suenr to help
each other in every way, and doubtful
characters become members with the
object of pursuing vendettas, receiving
did In smuggling and tVading Iho law.
One of .the four lodge officials Is an
executioner, nnd Instances are. known
Of an intruder—or "draughts of wind."
as tluiy are called -being promptly
killed for approaching meetings,

such a vast organisation might wen
turn the world upside down, but It la
only one of many kindred docletius,
which Include the:

Pelllen, or 'White T-ily," a violent
anti-foreign society, formed about 1300,

which has ben responsible for many
massacres, and Is believed to bo asso-
, lated with the r.oxers.

Qeehln, anti-fortlgtt afid antl-dynas-
tic.

United Hoxers, who attacked the Pe-
king legations.

Tsalll, a North China society with
800,000 members, who lorswuiir nient

ami alcohol, and who caused the Mon-
golian outbreak or 1891.

Kalaolioiiy, polltjCal,
Alkwokul, B recently formed and

anti-foreign society oC Chinese who
have studied in Japan.

(me Piece tncense.
Bhangtlhwel, or "Society of God.
Society of True Ancestry.

Boel< ty or nM Brothers.
Red I'oor. ;i criminal society whoso

existence was discovered in Johannes-
burg i> Nw yeais agOi

n addition there :u* countless Bull(ls

of merchants, and oven thieves and
beggars, which are In reality powerful
secret societies.

11 was the American exclusion
treaty, proposed in 1905, that gave the

Chief Impetus to the federation of'so-
cieties which Ims since increased so

rapidly. Trade guilds combined to

boycott foreign good* and new antl-
toreigh societies spranK up every-

where. Then the reformers took over

the control of the movement and used
it to bind all societies together.

Many efforts have been made by the
central government tO stem the tide.
\ rewind Of P 10,000, payable On de-
livery, was offered for Pr. Sun Vat
Sen's head, and an effort was made W
kidnap him In fcondoft. Leaders Of
thp Aikwoluii soelPty were condemned
to death, and the society was ordered
to be dissolved. Endeavors were made
to linou dust in the eyes of Kuro

peans by explaining that the Boxers
were really only an association of
gymnast* and that there was nothing
to fear.

Hut although the government could
threaten It could not execute its
threats. Arms have been smuggled
across the Russian frontier and gun-
runniOg has been common on the
north coast. Only a few months ago
ii Chinese warship captured a Japan-

ese vessel filled with rliles and am-
munition.

The tlrst signs of the storm were
the risings In the provinces of Hupeh
and Hunan In April and May nnd the
riots at Cnatlgsha. A bomb exploded
in the regents palace at Peking in
April and since then the consuls at
Nanking have received mysterious
warnings. What course the storm will
take remains to be Seen, but the indi-
cations point to iinr of the mrist mo-
mentous i-i volts In the history of the
world.

New Laws Needed for Airships
iChii-HRi. It».-(irl HornM)

With the swift development of the
art of flying—an amazingly swift prog-
ress when one reflect! that 'It Is less
than five years since the 'Wright
brothers made their first successful
flights at Dayton, 0., and only a little
more, than two years since the first
flight in public of more than a mile
was made by Farman at Paris— the
need of laws regulating- the conduct of
flying machines tins become apparent
in all the civilized nations of the world.
Negotiations art now In progress on a
treaty between the United States and
Mexico to prevent smuggling by this
new means of transportation, the
lights of Charles K. Hamilton last

February repeatedly over the border
line of the two countries having shown
how easily smuggling could be con-
ducted by means of an aeroplane.

In France an International congress
to discuss questions of aerial law and
the establishment of a standard set of
aerial terms met last September. The
recommendations of the congress
aroused much interest. They were In
brief that every aeroplane or dirigible

balloon should be registered and he re-
quired to carry passports for the pat-
sengers and craw; that the atmosphere
above each country should be consid-
ered as belonging to that country; that
the restriction of aerial travel to routes
should not be attempted, but each na-
tion should be In a position to forbid
landing at points where national se-

curity required such prohibition: that
customs duties on foreign balloons
should be abolished and that the right
to take photographs should be subject

to regulation by the nation In which
they were or might bo taken.

As a result of this congress an Inter-
national committee has been struggling

for several months with the problem of
creating a code for the air. Legal
documents are being collected bearing

upon all phases of the subject, public,
private, commercial, administrative,
fiscal and penal. It ie recognized by

the committee that the rights of the
people who occupy the earth over
which the aeronauts are flyings are to

be considered equally with the rights

of those who travel through the air,
and as there are no precedents in the
matter, the task is not an easy one. A
number of legal papers on the subject

hare been prepared, but the world
awaits the conclusion of the commit-
tee's work with no great anxiety. It
is generally admitted that international
law on tills subject, for the moßt part,
must be a matter of growth rather
than of predetermined rights and rules.

Something of the difficulty of estab-
lishing rules for the conduct of airships
lias been shown in the deliberations of
the committee at Paris. Though men
learned in the lnws of nations, they

knew nothing of the art of flying. So
they called in Mlerlot, the aeronaut who
Bret flew between i'"r.ince and England.

He told the committee that the funda-
mental differences, as regarded possi-
bilities of navigation of airships, were
that ordinary balloons are rudderless,
dirigible balloons are slow to answer
the helm, and heavier-than-alr ma-
chines are comparatively easy to steer.
Consequently, he thought aeroplahes
should Rive way to balloons.

Passing to the right or left, Bleriot
said, was immaterial, but airships
should be forbidden to pass Immediate-
ly above or below one another. At
night he advised all machines should
carry lights. He objected to tho re-
quirement, already determined on by
the committee, that each airship should
carry the Rag of Hie country to which
it belonged. Flags, the aeronaut said,
would be dangerous, as being likely to
become entangled In tho machine, thus
causing disaster.

A few Buroptan cities already havo
legislated regarding airships, and in
Berlin recently an aeronaut Was fined
for flying over the city without leave.
(Jlenn Curtlsi has expressed the opin-
ion that thoroughfares for airships be-
tween cities may have to be blocked
nut and public landings doubtless will
come. Heacons for the guidance of
those In the. air during dark and
stormy nights already are planned by

the leaders Of the new art. line of
the most vexatloiiK question! Is that of
trespass. It l« generally recognized

that a land title carries with It own-
ership to the middle of the earth and
that no one may burrow beneath the
land, at whatever depth, without be-
ing liable for his action to the owner
of the land. Does the owner's title
likewise extend Indefinitely into the
air?

Light Rate War in Los Angeles
(San Francisco Call)

Los Angeles is beginning to have the

same sort of trouble with its public
service corporations that we have BO
long been familiar with In San Krun-. \u25a0:.((>. Thefco agencies do not scruple
to threaten and bulldoze wher.ovi'r a
demand Is mado for the reduction < 1"
oppressive rates. We gave some ac-
count the other day of the fight In
Pasadena between the municipality
and the Edison light and power com-
pany, which has resulted in a rate war
that has cut prices down to 6 cents a
kilowatt hour for electric current. Now
Los Angles demands that rates .shall
re todiired to 7 rents a kilowatt hour.
The H""i!d describes the tactlii ly

which this demand is met:
' Ti'.e lighting companies, threaten to

halt extensions of their lines an l rtirr.-
agi or ruin such owners of property .is

:ut> dependent upon them for IJiO IUO"
c.-t-iMi outcome of/real estate plans.
How grea'. a calamity this woulJ be if
tarried out to the full power >t ihe
c'irpnrutlonH it requires only ordinary

imiulnatlon to realize. it is tho'.r hope
li.us to fr.'shtcn the people into voting
a.vny a pro; I irtivo calamity .1/ rop.'iH
t.liiiK the tdinimstratlon of Mi,* ,\l-

e winter and asking for a I) in \u25a0:• •.".! of 11

T-irnt rule for electricity.
•\u25a0'i'lii.-' lx arr'H-ance carried to a p.ilni

(I.at lias; Ki.liHlU if ever been tNCiiWUttl

by an Amp' .can corporation. Can they

di It. Is it necessary to vote 9-ct-nt
light to escape their wrathful ven-
geance?"

Corporal tactics of this sort have
long Teen lamlltar in San Francisco.
The Spring Valley Water company be-
haves In a very similar manner and
deles the city. It is the fact that :h:»
dollar t and irreconcilable attitude, of
the corporations Is doing more than apy
other iactor to convince the people th"it
municipal ownership of public; utilities
is tlin only remedy. The other day a
mans meeting' was held in Hollywood,
it recently annexed suburb 6t i^.is An-
geles, which was addressed by X. K.
Gibbon, who stild, among other tiling:*:

"In *."<.. many years that I have lived
under mun'olyal government I have
never until now lived In a city where
the jiublic bcrv .i(> corporations \vera not
|>lrinia«r than the people In affairs of
government, i Lave never before known
a time when tl.' telephone, stre.--t rail-
way and lighting companies were not
ntrolljftit" in a cia*h than were the peo-
ple." \u25a0 , • ,_ )• . \u25a0

This i.- to .-'y that the public JMtiic*
C'H^oitlti'iriF \u25a0\u25a0<:\u25a0\u25a0 sturdy outlay iiofinnt
of public control. We know that tills
is r.'iie In i?''l' Francisco, wher^ all
otTcrtH to i'1:0. <!'\u25a0 Hi.- agencies hava
l.ill.'il, and wi- Know, further, ihaiHUl*
is a condition that cannot last.
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