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WITH
snow and ice on every

hand, the thermometer register-
ing ten below freezing point
and the calendar marking the
depth of winter, the sudden ap-
pearance of summer hats, as

exhibited by the leading milliners and in
the lai'S"-' department shops, is a trifle
overwhelming to the average individual.

When t'.ie CUBtom lust was established of
the display of summer materials immedi-
ately after Christmas there was a mur-
mur of astonishment H:id unfavorable
criticism, but the scheme had much thai
was practical to recommend it, for to buy
in advance of the season and have the
simpler frocks made up at a season when
dressmakers and seamstresses are not so

rushed means the saving of time and
nervous energy. Then the universal cus-
tom of going to a semi-warm cliniute in
the middle of winter necessitated buying
thinner Clothe! to wear. But hats, unless
to go South, and straw hats! A foolish
fad it has become, this display of early

spring millinery, and yet to see the mes-

sengers from the leading millinery estab-
lishments laden down with the huge hat
boxes (each house now being known at

(
a glance by its distinctive bat box) forces
the conviction that fashionable women

are already buying, or, rather, have
bought, largely of their latest importa-
tions, whether or not a trip South is con-

templated. After all, it is only four weeks
to K.ister, anil the new bonnet for Kaster
is acknowledged to be obligatory.

Are these very advanced styles to be
the reigning ones for the summer? is the
anxious question of the woman who
must perforce buy wisely and well. So
often are fashions tried on the public and
then dismissed as impossible and an abso-
lutely different fashion brought forward
to become most exaggeratedly popular'
The prices asked for the latest and the
lirst styles of the season are often abso-
lutely overwhelming, and yet if a woman
iiuiis among the different models one that
suits her own especial style and beauty
to perfection she is perfectly willing to
pay the price demanded—not asked, be it
understood— that she has discov-
ered a treasure and with the acquisition I
thereof has attained a peace of mind and
sense of contentment that makes her the
envied of all her friends. Often does the
purchase of the hat determine the spring
costume in color and style, anil, after all,
is not the hat the most important part of a
woman's appearance? The woman whose
head is always perfectly dressed attracts
more admiration and attention than the

J woman who, with the smartest gowns,

I;wears an ugly, unbecoming hat or has her. hair unbecomingly or untidily arranged.
Such a bewildering variety of styles a.-.

' are exhibited in the latest millinery makes
'| the selection of the spring hats a most
'i difficult task, but there is much that is
i pleasant in making the choice, and during:
these Lenten days there is more time to
think of f; hions. That other styles will;
appear later 1. c not be considered, tor
it is a well acce: ted fact that in Paris the
fashions are constant!/ changing. A
woman whose taste in dress is well known j
wrote from Paris last summer that to

Ialways have a hat in the very latest style I

meant unceasing effort, for after having
purchased a large, low. broad brimmed
shape as the very latest fashion the fol-1

! lowing week narrow brimmed, high
crownci. hats were pronounced the only!
hats fashionable. In America the styles
do not change with quite the same de-

pressing rapidity, but that any one spe-
cial shape, color or stylo will remain popu-
lar through even one season cannot lie
hoped for. and therefore it is wisest nnd
best to choose a hat that has some dis-
tinctive originality and which is above
everything becoming.

GOLD. SILVER and jet.

Just a touch of Jet, gold or silver
adorns some ot these tulle toques, but this
is a touch that has to be most carefully
dealt with, for if not right it will spoil
the smartest toque. Many of the new
weaves of straw have an openwork mesh
that is effective and soft, ami which com-
bines to best advantage with net or tulle
in the full soft brims that are to be
noticed in ah the smartest of the new
models in black or colors. There art! also
close woven shiny straw braids to be

! seen, but these are for a rather later date
or for wear at the Southern resorts.
The hand woven, or line imitation of
hand woven, braids in color, black or
white are seen among the very. latest
shapes, and the all white hat is evidently
destined to he a great favorite. Feathers
and bird*' beads ornament the more ec-
centric shapes, while cockades and

I rosettes of ribbon on just the same order
of trimming as has been fashionable in
the winter hats are \u25a0 displayed with the

newest hats.
As lv everything relating to dress at the

[present time, the sharpest of contrasts!
I prevails in the new models. The low
crowned wide brimmed simple hat with
wreath of roses or baud of plaited tulle

or marabout featuen vim surely not bo
received I with great enthusiasm as the ]
very newest and most original fashion,
and yet hero it is proudly exhibited by
thu moat fashionable milliners aud ap-'
parently being greeted with all honor.
The linns of these simple hats have been *
most carefully studied, and while the
prices asked seem quite out of propor-
tion for such plain effects it is quite ap-
parent to the woman of good taste that*
they are worth paying. In direct contrast
to these, rather low, flat effects are the
high crowned, narrow brimmed shape*
with high trimminc at ihe side, and whicU
require to be most carefully perched upon
the head and at just the right angle. : The
three cornered shape is too hard in out-'
line to be universally becoming, and al-
though it has appeared among the new
styles and is softer in straw than in vel-
vet, silk, satin or bearer it is not to bacounted on as likely to be in fashion foeany length of time.. <

Small hats have for the moment the
preferen.ee in popular taste, but they are
by no means exaggeratedly small, and
were the hair to be worn as full around
the face as was the fashion last Benson
they would appear much smaller. Now
that the hair is worn so much closer to
the head if the brim is at all large it ex-
tends out from the bead and appears far
wider than it measures. Both turned up
and - turned down shapes • are lin I style.
The old time favorite, the mushroom
shape, is to be seen, with brim of finest
pleated straw turned down to completely
hide the upper part of the face, and with
the crown of the hat covered with pleat-
ings of tulle thickly Imassed together.
Nothing new iii this willbe the comment,
but a comparison of the mushroom hat
of this year with that of two seasons ago
will prove at a glance how utterly dis-
similar they are. ' ' ' . .
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•si-kirn; modkl for nun suit.

WONDERFUL filmy scarfs, of which
the simps show a fascinating lot, nre
invaluable in pivin« tone and ili-;-

tinctiou to a simple evening gown which

.-..\u25a0 mis to need freshening if it is to be
worn through to the end of the season.
They fairly remodel inch a costume, and
often the new trimming makes them even
more attractive than before it was added.
When a scarf is used as pictured in the
accompanying cut it must not be done
inarti&tically. In the first place, the loft
drapery outlining the shoulders should
look what it is intended to be, a part of

tin' gown, contrasting in tone, perhaps,
but certainly not in other qualities.

rA.VY ' oats with backs sloping down-
ward continue tv Snd favor among
young women who like and can wear

such novelties. Straight effects are often
too mannish to suit certain wearers and
they prefer a style which lends itself to
oblique lines, in the Illustration shown
herewith a youthful mode] is portrayed in
a light shade of tan without any yellow
in the tone. The skirt is el. se lining and I
comes well above tin.- waist, here it eon-

ceali tht top o£ a simple chiffou cloth
LlluU.i''.
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