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4 Magic oose:. odern alr or By Helena Davis. :
L -
I (e \ i ‘ 5 ! ratel: ight a bit | And what Is more, it cannot be destroyed | there ran away from her.
Polly was the ns&c of a little orphan ! slaving, freezing and starving till there | could not afford to send anything else. | room for a few minutes. Placing the l?t abont to scratch a mntc: t\; 1”; ‘bri o - - ' y 2 oy i g R R o
4 ’ = v wicke 1d A 1ttle 1§ ) a1 v As soon as Mrs. Stelln saw the inexpen- | tle goose on a shelf against the wall she | of candle that stood on the shelf a 4 v a bad person, but wlill perish throug
girl who live. with a very wicked old | seemed little life 'eft in her body. s | o § ot ¢ hundred caundles flashed walls of the elegant house changed Into
couple in th. comntry near to a great | (Qpe day there come a letter to the old give little toy he' nose went Into the air | stood lookipg at it with tenderness in her light as o '.rh undre ¥ g : the negligence and ignorance of a good F5a while 68 b Rt RRA Sy Fesioe Beoaa
3% A 1 X i 0 ne { " . v *
y > , ¢ J t )0 a v | blue eyes. *Poor litt'e goosie,’” she mur- | about ber. e room Wwas warm and person. 8o, by falling Into your care-
city. In this great city lived the mar- | woman from her daughter In the city and she sneered at it. The idea of any | 3 ) s small and mean. The money—which the
’ andir AR it to m nure wy 4 1 are of !lttle conse- | beautifully furnished. Where the rude | ¢y pands it was preserved through your .
ried daughter of *he wicked couple, and | saving: one sending such n thing as that to my mured, You an i bed. ‘with wicked old people had stolen from the
Ce ) ) Iittle daughter ek e - c daughter!" she said indignantly. “Here. | quence fn this world. I am an orphan cot had been stood a dainty bec good sense and kind heart. Had the
she wps the mother of a ..t.h‘ d)qv\.gl':n Dear Mother: shall pay you a visit | 0 i l‘o;\v» Gaia this thing | and. 781 e hban 40y, Yt we Both warm down coverlets. ‘A bright fire spar- Wicked wotkans Who. 1014 Fon o Gaktrer poor—was turned to dust before thelr
just the age of the orphan Polly But within a few day Margery took it into ‘..] ‘h £ 8) .u : : "!‘ "t .fppl e It qu;e that you can kled in a grate wolch had miraculously it. have tried to do so herself sbe would cyes. They were rulned, ruined, physical-
{ v 4 1 anty, and her p N og ds at she wants to gc and throw it out the window. wouldn't | can 5 8, 3 _ 4 "
her life was full of plenty, and her pa Ler Lead today that she wants to go to B g ! -RILER Ll SO | appeared in one side of the room. Polly | pav it with ‘an awfulrsatat ly and financlally, They had always
rents and grancparents (all wicked, selfish | the country for a Mttle visit,and Margery's | think of letting Margery see It; ehe'd ' feel just as I do, for when i H’l x o el b e ave met with a been ruined morally. Bo now they were
: % oo g b Sl ’ ’ | S . ) . i » cold snew you shiv- | could not spea or a minate, ti Just as the falry ceased speaking a A
eople who cared rnly for thelr own) hu- wish must be obeyed. Hseve everything feel simply insulted that any one would | to toss you into the co 3 | 15 ;
= : ) M Yo Re U i 1 to present her with such an ugly i ered. But you shall remain here and he | cried in a low voice: “Oh, awm I dream- | qyujck step was heard on the steps, and reaping the barvest for thelr own sowing.
mored her every wish. Not so was it | in readiness to give her a little surprise | dare to prese 1 gly, 7 P 4 e Ak T haven't | ing ¥ in anothes minnte the old mistress ot the Polly paused long erough to look on
s N A R . 3 : she ’ e w ¥ 3 ! 4 >
with Polly. He- )ife was one of want | party on the night of our arrival. It | cheap trifie | covered up to keep Answerlng her cry came a sweet volce the awful scene before her; then taking

Fe every crumb she ate
r~g she wore she pald

and drudgery.
and for evéry

will so please and amuse her to have such
a function given in her honor. Spare no

doubly dear in work, belng made a verit- | pains to make th. party one of a unigue
able slave-child by the wicked old mau | nature and I will settle all the biils.
and woman who had taken her at her | Your loving daughter, Stella.’

mother's deatl, with a promise to protect
and educate her though she were a
child of their own. But this promise had
never been kept sacred for one day,

‘““Ah, now, my little beggar, you'll really
bave something to do,”” sald the old
woman, grinniog wickedly at poor little
Polly, who was polishing the brass of the

L

for

the very day tha Polly accompanied the | grate fender. *‘You'll have a real little
old folks to thel home they set severe | gqugen to walt apon in the person of my
tasks for her to perform. And when once | granddauvghter Margery. She's a Lard one
Polly had complained that she was hun to please, too, %o you'll have to look
gry all the time—never having half | lively while acting as her maid.”

enough food during the day to be called Polly sighed unde: her bhreath. If there

one meal—apd that she was cold in the was barder work to be imposed upon her
damp basemeni roor where she &lept, and she folt that she would sink beneath it.
very weary from 'ts heavy tasks set for | How ill and wea she felt from the long
ber to perform, tae old woman fell upon | strain! And today she syffered more than
her and beat her unmergifully, saying: | uanal, for the cold outside was intenge
*Now, littie heggar, complain of your | snd she was obliged to run to the vil-
home agein, wili you? Do you reiish lage, a niile away, geveral times on er-
beatings more than work? If so, let us rands. And her clothing was not suffi-
hear some n:l. e complaints of your food, clent to keep tie chill of the winter's
bed and work. blast from cutting to the bone. At time

And so Polly went on from day to day, her fingers and t‘fn(:w were 80 nuwmb lhn‘:
ms—— — —————— | 8he could scarcely keep the teurs back,

they pained he:
The next dery tae daughter and grand-
daughter arrived from the city
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Who is He?

Margery

was a selfish, {ll-tempered little girl with
a8 scowl always on her forehead and a

pout on her lips. Her eyes were ugly and

small, & most unsightly squint in one of
them. Her features were as i1l to look
upon as were her eyes. In general make
np, she was a child thet uo one could
like, for her face and manner told of
A her ugly nature. Her mother--who had
" signed bherself ‘'Btella’’—-was a second
/’ \\ (r | edition of the wicked old womau who
' \ o 1 held lttle Polly In abject 'y, 1In
/ > 2 (AR ] ; i
/, . 7:”"3.'13“\7»&‘?\\& W fact, three penerations of fe conld
5. i -~} \“/,4»*’ v \‘."” not be more alikce than wer * three,
- ¥ ““‘ ‘ mother, daughter and grandduaughter
-t P \ | As soon 88 thr two isftors had got
- . ; installed in thelr rooms they began call
. . | ing upon Polly to bring this and that, to
A little chap who |.‘~|<'Ms ahout { take this and that, and to be constant.y
Pinehing children’s toas-es; ] | on the jump at thelr beck and call
Who trmn.q' nu:n!\ 1“,.8 “(‘», : eool, | Poor Polly had nothing to do but ober.
And palnts quite red tl RONCH 1 And as the preparations were going on
Who strikes the flowers In fall quite dead, [ for the great surprise party to be given
And makes the antumn chill; | that same night in honor of the young
Who comes when least expected | guest, Margevy, Polly's dutles were
At night when all s still legion
He comes around Jum once a r: At dusk ti pr"!!‘nfl fl""‘l‘n {M‘.‘“lh of
s ' | the nelghborhen- friends who were in
And ne'er does he get lost | J
) otimes late ‘ vited to the party--begun to arrive
He's mm.eumep early, m.xmt’ i Among them wap a strange-lookiug little
But we're sure to have Jack, Frost, toy goose. a @t from one of the poor
ANNIE JAMES. l.»-.'x.uuu of the - viliage who doubtiess

Polly took the toy goose, scarce larger
than a dove, and went to the open win- :
dow with i{t. But as she was about to
togs it out on the xnoy-covered ground
she felt the poor little thing quiver In ]

but what I have shall be
You are my only eomn-
panion, and we'll become great friends,
I'm sure.” 8o saying Polly took from
her cot a bit of old comforter and gently

much cover,
shared with you.

from the doorway behind ber:

“No, my dear child, you are not dream-
ing. All you see is real.”

Polly turned to behold a fairy standing

- e - e e —
There stood Polly in the most beautiful dress, shoes, jucket and hat.
her hand. It may have been but her ’ wrapped about the little toy. Then she | smiling at her. *‘Ob, good little falry™
.

imagination, but however that may be, | ran off to perform her evening dutles. she sald, her voloe fyll of emotion, “you
Polly could not throw the little thing out ‘ After the last guest had arrived, and have come and done all this. How ean |
of doors Into the snow. As Mrs. Stella | the party was in full swing In the great | thank you?"

was so busy fixing the presents on a ' white and gold drawing room, Polly was The fairy polnted to the toy goose that
table at the farthest end of the room | sent to her basement room by her mis- | sat perched over the grate. ‘It ls that

I’olly sald nothing to her about what dis

position she made of the rejected toy;
but feeling that since It was to be de-
gtroyed there could be no possible ob-
fection te her—Polly—keeping it, So she
bid 1t on the window ledge behind a

pot plant, returning for it at the flvst
cpportunity she found to go to hLer base
took the little

ment room, Then she
goose under her apron and ran down the
dark back stairs and shut herself in her

tress, belng told to rise before the sun
in the morning and see that bright fires
were burnivg In the grates all over the
house, for the wicked old couple who
owned the place loved comforts and good
cheer for themselves, and never denled
themeselves nor thelr daughter and grand-
daugkter anything.

When Polly opened the door to her room
and stepped In she stopped short in the
middle of the room. for just as she was

little bird you have to thank,” she sald.
“That toy goose is a maglc one, and by
chance was lost by one of our band of
fairies the other day. Some one not un-
derstanding how preelous it is found It
and In turn disposed of It. It fell into
your worthy hands and through it I was
called here to give you eomfort and love.
That little magle goose can bring luck
to a good perSon possessing it and fi!
luck to a wicked person possessing it.

house appeared, her face llvid with anger.
“You beggar!"' she was crying out to
Polly, “why don’'t you come when I eall
you? I've been calling from the top of
the stairs for fully a minute. Who are
you talking to, anyway! Who dares
to——""

But by this time the old woman had
reached the doorway, thrown the door
wide and stood with eyes riveted on the
scene In front of her. There stood Polly
in the most beautiful dress, shoes, jacket
and hat; for the falry had changed her
rags for fine attire with a wave of a
wand. And she had put upon her a
warm jacket and a hat for she meant to
lead her from thls place within an hour.
But the falry had disappearéd upon the
old woman's entrance, hiding outside the
house in a tree top.

“What does all this mean?' gasped
the o!d woman, finding her tougue.

“It menns that the little toy goose

which your daughter would not have,
and which she ordered me to throw
away, was—and I5—a magic one, It

brought about this change for me,” ex-
plained Poliy.

““Ob, a magic goose!”, And the old
woman ran to the mantle and jerked
down the wagle bird. ‘“Ah, now, little
beggar, go bhack In your rags agaln, for
this will be mine from now on. Magle,
you say?! Very well, I'll take it up-
stalrs with me and we--my daughter,
my husband, and my granddaughter, will
be made richer and more beautiful than
any other persons In the whole world,
Bo, go back into your rags!"

But even as she spoke the old woman
began to shrivel up and to become cold.
Her rich gown turned i{nto thin rags.
But she did not know eof the change In
her appearance, and ran laughing and
gloating upstairs to her daughter and
guests with the cherished goose in her
arms. ‘‘Take It, take It and make a
wish,” she cried to_her husband, thrust-
ing the goose into his arms. He held it
but a moment and hecame a shriveled-
up old man, crippled in limbs and almost
speechless. He “turned instinctively to
his daughter and thrust it into her hands.
The aame terrible thing happened to her,
and she fell to the floor In a fit. Fer
petted Margery wes near to her and bent
down and took the toy goose from her
writhing mother's arms. Instantly she
doubled up Into a hideous - hunch-back,
and her face was go ugly and so full of
Mer true character that other children

the magle goose Into her arma she jolmred
the good fairy In the yard and together |
they rode away In a great automobile to |
& lovely home In the country far, far
away where Polly spent her life and the
maglc of the toy goose in bringlag hap-
piness and plenty to the deserving poor
and retribution and punishment to the |
wieked and arrogant rich. |
And for many, many years did Polly
and the Magic Goose live to accomplish 1
great good in the world.
——-———~o>-.40-‘

CONUNDRUMS,

When are beans ltke dudes?
When all swelled up. |

Why Is hash like an old maild?
1t's something left-over,

When
When

When
When

k)
Why {s the man on the gallowy llke &

drunkard?
He has taken one drop too much,

are little girls llke windows?
they have sashes,

{s a tooth llke a keg?
plugged.

Limerick.

There was a bad boy who did try
To smoke a olgar, Mercy.-my!

His stomach did ache,

4And his Jags they did quakes
And be really thought he would die




