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DOLLAR OPERA 15
lbGESs-BEHYMER

70,950 Persons Pay $38,469.50
to Hear 32 Performances
of Bevani Singers

LONGER SEASON IS POSSIBLE

Auditorium Manager Solves Prob-
lem That Was Called Crazy
Idea All Over the U. S.

“Dollar opera has been a success in
Los Angeles,” said L. E, Behymer,
manager of the Auditorium, last night
as the curtain of the big stage rang
down on the performance which

closed the fourth week of the engage-
ment of the Bevani singers.

“After four weeks, during which time
70,950 persons have paid $88,469.60 to
listen to thirty-two operas, the ques-
tion gf grand opera in Los Angeles
has been solved. The company has
made money and goes on its way re-
joicing. I have vindicated /fmy as-
sertions and have shown that the Audl-
torium is a practical house with its
large seating capacity and large stage
for giving grdnd opera at popular
prices, There is no' reason why a
series of from eight to twelve  weeks
of grand opera could not be financed
and given here in an artistic manner,
with the right kind of brains, energy
and determination behind it.”

When Mr. Behymer tried to book
this opera company he found that
eastern bookings already arranged for
the house presented serious difficulty.
“I had to get the eastern managers to
cancel four plays before I could make
this engagement,” he said, “Going
Some,” “Arizona,” “The Blue Mouse"”
and one company with a star which
afterward played at another house,
and to all my letters and telegrams the
New York office finally wired: ‘You're
nutty on grund opera. We cancel the
shows. It's up to you to make good.

HERE'S HIS ANSWER

“At the end of the first week, after
rlaying to some 18,000 persons, with an
income of $8297, I wired back, ‘We may
be nutty, but we are cheerfully mak-
ing good.’

“The members of the New York of-
fice force were not the only doubters
elther,” continued Mr. Behymer. “This
experiment was looked upon as a
crazy idea all over the United States.
Dollar grand opera!”

Letters of condolence came frequent-
ly, advice more frequently. No one
had any faith in it. Even the'Los
Angeles public awaited the criticism
of the local press before venturing to
invest fifty cents for a cushioned seat
in a good part of the house to listen
to sixty-eight persons working con-
tinuously for three hours.

“The New York grand opera mans-
agers said: ‘If Bee makes ‘good the
problem is solved, but he is as crazy
as ever on music. Why doesn't he
turn his attention to the moving pic-
ture show and ride in an automobile?’
The Revanis themselves questioned
dollar opera; they wanted the first
ten rows at $1.50, but had forgotten to
stipulate the prices in the contract.”

“Dollar opera has come to Los An-
geles and Los Angeles received it. The
Bevani company has sung thirty-two
operas, ‘Lucia’ and ‘La Traviata' four
times each; ‘Faust’ ‘Alda,’ ‘La Boheme,’
‘“The Love Tales of Hofman,’ ‘Rigo-
letto’ and ‘Il Trovatore' each received
three presentations. ‘Martha’ was
given twice and ‘Cavalleria’ and
‘Pagliacci’ one afternoon and one even-
ing: a mixed program was given on
Verdi night, and an all-star program
on a Saturday evening.

70,950 SEE OPERAS

“In all 70,950 persons paid admission,
Of this number 9500 witnessed ‘Lucia.’
5600 ‘Faust,” 8950 ‘Aida,’ 3200 ‘Martha,’
8350 ‘La Boheme,' 6950 ‘Love Tales of
Hofman,” 8200 °‘Rigoletto,’ 5400, ‘Tra-
viata,’ 4100 the double bill, 4650 ‘11 Tro-
vatore’ and 4200 the mixed programs.

“L,ucia’ and ‘Aida’ vied in popular-
fty with ‘Rigoletto’ and ‘La Boheme.’
The first week's business was $8297;
the second week, as the reputation of
the Bevanis spread, amounted to $11,-
941. The third week, a repetition of
many of the operas given during the
previous weeks, showed $7,930.50 as the
receipts for eight performances. The
fourth week, with ‘La Boheme’ as the
stellar attraction, $10,301-—a total of
$38,469.50,

“And this,” concltded Mr. Behymer,
“js less than the cost of one week of
grand opera in New York at the
Metropolitan opera house, where less
than one-third as many persons could
receive the educational advantages
which have been offered to the peop.e
of thig city in the productions given
by the Bevani singers.”

TAFT EXPECTED TO PLEAD
FOR DELAY ON TARIFF

——

Message Probably—VViII Make No
Recommendation for Changes

WASHINGTON, Nov. 26.—President
Taft was reported today as not hav-
ing made up his mind fully with re-
gard to the tariff features of his forth-
coming message. He had a long con-
ference with Chairman C. M, Emery
of th¥ tdriff board and talked also with
a delegation from the National Tariff
Commission association.

There is a general impression in
Washington that Mr. Taft wil indi-
cate that the tariff board Is not ready
to submit a detailed report on any one
of the schedules, and until the board
is able to submit data upon which an
absolutely ® sclentific revision can be
made the president will récommend
that all action shall be defrerred.

WILD-EYED MEN TERRORIZE
~ TOWNS IN SHASTA COUNTY

Run Amuck in Different Places
and Then Take to Woods

REDDING, Cal.,, Nov. 26.—Two wild-
eyed men are running amuck in the
woods fo Shasta county, there being no
connection between the two, yet each
being afflicted in much the same man-
ner and threatening violence to any
person whom they may encounter,

Sam Gibson, aged 45, a powerful lum-
berman, at Le Moine, yesterday, after
menacing the lives of several persons,
started for the woods and disappeared.
The crazed man threatened to annihil-
ate anyone who came in his path.

At Shingleton, an unknown man ap-
peared yesterday and . tore his clothes
from his body. He created a reign of
terror and disappeared.

You can buy It, porvlup: at many places, but
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—The Most Important Piano Sale
Los Angeles Has Ever Known!

—Through arrangements which we have just closed with the Baldwin
Plano Company plans have been completed for an extraordinary adver-
tising campaign which shall bring the mierits of the famous Baldwin line
of pianos to the notice of every intending piano buyer in Southern Cali-
fornia and adjacent cities and states; also for the handling of a greatly
increased output of Baldwin Planos in this territory.

—Through these special arrangements which we have just concluded
the Baldwin Piano Company has authorized a large special advertising
appropriation to be distributed pro rata in extraordinary reductions on
the different instruments sold during the great sale which we shall in-

Read the Telegram Below—Some of the
Money Is for You

TS Dk Bros

A LARGE SAVINGIN COST
TO EVERY BUYER

AN UNRESTRICTED CHOICE OF ENTIRE BALD
omorrow We Begin a Great Sale of Famous Pianos

—No Piano Sale in Los Angeles
Has Ever Equaled This Event

in the Quality

Pianos Embraced.

—We are well within the bounds of truthfulness in stating that never before
has a sale been held in Los Angeles approaching this particular event in the
high quality of pianos offered, in the splendidly complete and wide variety
of styles embraced, and in the genuine special values which will prevail
Included in this great Christmas Club are the famcous Baldwin Pianos, the
splendid Ellingtons, the popular Hamiltons and Monarchs—grands, uprights
and player-pianos, in the widest variety of styles, in all the different grades,
and at all prices.

WA (,rA Vas

EASIEST TERMS AND
LIBERAL PRIVILEGES

—1In the Savings and Bene-
fits This Sale Is Unparalleled!

—This great Barker Bros. Christmas Piano Club makes it possible to effect
an extraordinary saving in the price of any piano in our splendid stock—
absolutely without exception or reservation. KEvery purchaser who participates
in this great event will secure the benefit of a special price and value which
could not be duplicated under any ordinary circumstances, either here or in
any other piano selling establishment in Los Angeles. Every purchaser will
secure the benefit of easy payments. Every purchaser will be accovded the
privilege of exchange on any instrument. Every instrument will be covered
b'y the Baldwin Company's absolute guarantee of perfection, also by Barker
Bros.’ further guarantee of complete and permanent satisfaction. 3

and Variety of

B—31 SF. DA.

W. T. Hoskins,

ness for you.

53, NL,
San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 21st-10.

Care Barker Bros., 724 S. Broadway,
Los Angeles, Cal.
Will be pleased to co-operate in distribution of ten thou-
sand dollars from advertising funds to promote club sale
Los Angeles and vicinity. Said amount to be used as speci-
fied in your letter between now and January first. This
generous proposition should yield a large volume of busi-

Coast Manager, The Baldwin Company.

5 extra

E. C. WOOD.

8-P

once or twice in a lifetime.
home may possess a piano now.

entire family, than a piano.

—For the Pianoless Home; for
the Christmas-Gift Seeker

~—This great Christmas Piano Club offers opportunities that come only
The special prices,
liberal privileges offered in this great sale make it possible that every
No gift at any time,
Christmas, will be more appreciated by the wife,
It is the royal gift.of all gifts.

the special terms, the

and especially at

the daughter, or the

—A Very Small Payment Will Plac
and the Very Liberal Terms Will Make Pa

—To the First Ten Purchasers We Will Include, in Addition to the
Extraordinary Reductions, a Full Course of Piano Lessons.

\\\FREE_A COPY Of the Lat-

est Musical Success

“The Pioneers’ March”
—Just Mail the Coupon

Fill in, clip out, enclose in envelope
and mail to our Piano Dept.

Without
Any

Cost
Whatever
to You—

BARKER BROS, PIANO DEPT.,

—As a special feature in ‘connection with this
724-732 8, Broadway, Los Angeles, Cal.:

Christmas Piano Club we have had, at ¢onsid-

erable expense, a large edition printed of this Please send copy of “Pioneers’ March” FREE, postpaid, to address

new and catchy musical success, “The Pioneers’ below. WRITE PLAINLY.
March,” and we want everyone who is fond of
tuneful airs to have a copy—entirely free. There
is no charge or obligation whatever. Just send HAVE YO A | P i o3, S et R R ;
us. your name and we shall take pleasure in ”“\,0‘, i
mailing you a copy. O
—Our Piano Department has proved such a ANSWER ARRLRRE L sy M S WA T
success in the few months that it has been in YES OR NO.
operation that we have taken this means of
acknowledging our appreciation of the gener- ;
ous patronage accorded it, and of making the © | corc st smin i h G e s hnsas s an s neneasshs sinssyussiivesiyes 3 £
fact still more widely known, of its many ad-
vantages. :
—S8end your name at once, Clip the coupon " 2
% y & . Give below names of friends or neighbors who have no plano and
Psov:\:)-:;)l?;y&b?f%llzcyoi\; gogllg;tr(‘l,gﬂ tlllll” ”}‘C‘\;L who might be interested in the p urchase of one.
r [: € ypertoire, s
printed on high grade paper, in the very best
manner, and has a striking and handsome two- !
{ color cover. And it's FREE. NRBED: s 556 6 005 o s onssiassessssssvossnsdsdbansdpaviennnedetelies t
e a Piano in Y Our Home NOW AGAross. .. .ovveviveresitsfosssssrsssssssrssssssasssnsscsese
L]
ying Extremely Easy— 5 T SRR e (i T B e
AQATESS. .. .ovvovesroosasssvsosstssssssssrsstesissesssansass

(Coupon for Herald Readers,)

—Investigate the Inducements Offered

Come to Our Piano Salesrooms and See
traordinary Values—WE WILL PROVE THE WISDOM OF BUYING NOW

in This Great Christmas Piano Club—
the BEAUTIFUL PIANOS—the Ex-




