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CRAZE FOR GOVERNMENT |

(From the Washington Post)
department  of
the cabinet and

not

Tne agitation for a
health, with a seat in
nation-wide ramifications,
have its origin in popular demand or
pressure of conditions The
that the r1eal object sought is the creas
tion «f a medical trust 18 not far-
fetched. Tt is not coutnenanced by the
best thought, nor has it the sympathy
of the bulk of the medical profession,
At best, it is only another manifesta-
tion of the madness for avergoverning
ourselves, which finds expression in the
naming of commissions and poards and
courts and other such instrumentali-
ties to deal with matters already other-
Usually

doos

assertion

wise provided and paid for.
their period of uselessness is limited by
law, but not infrequently they manage,
by hook or by crook, to secure a new
lease of life, and in the end fasten
themselves on the government as a per-
manent charge.

The medical department
one of half a dozen now on the carpet,
none of which can boast any real merit
or public backing; but the particular
case in question is perhaps the least
desirable of any. It seeks to create
a natlonal hezlth board, with power to
encroach on the functions of the sev-
eral state boards and to supersede or
take over the marine hospital service.
The latter Is ample to look after port
conditions affecting the public health
and to keep a vigilant eye on plague
epidemics in other lands and guard
against their gaining a foothold here.

scheme i9

The succegsful efforts of the marino
hospital service in closing the door
against the recent outbreak of the

"

plague in Italy is a striking proof o
the efficiency of the federal health ser-
vice as it stands. The state boards also
have reached a high state of efficiency
in recent vears, and their work leaves
nothing to bhe desired at the hands of
the government.

Doubtless the “‘lama ducks” will flock
to Washington this winter, on the keen
scent for Iife jobs, and congress will
be importuned to create this or that
department or commission in their in-
terest. They are not likely,
to meet with as. great success as in
the past. The reaction against the ac-
cretion of warts, leeches and barnacles
demand for
situation
will

however,

fs voiced in the general
economy, and the political
argues strongly that congress
harken to the call.
e

THE PROGRESS OF THE
NATION

Assuredlvy no chord has been struck
vibrations will more broadly
emphasize progress and promote tho
tie that binds the country in the bonds
of unicn and fellowship than Presi-
dent Taft's appointment of that emi-
nent jurist, Mr. Justice White of
Louisiana, to the chief justiceship of
the United States supreme court.

The late iresident Grant, after the
death of Chief Justice Chase, told Jus-
tice Clifford, the acting justice of the
court, that but for his being a Demo-
¢rat and because of the times, he
should have given him the appoint-
ment, and thus this evidence that poli-
tics can be made subservient to these
broader and deeper principles, be-
comes a distinguished instance of na-
tional progress.

As in the moral so in the national
compass, there should be no points,
neither north, south, east or west, but
only one united country, in order that
the natural bonds of fellow under-
standing and confidence of union and
common interest, which bind, should
bhind us close, as one great virile, pro-
gressive and composite nation.

LINCOLN C CUMMINGS.

Baltimore, Md.
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A HEARTY LAUGH

Belng the day’'s best joks from the news
exchanges.

feww who would not
appear a trifle bored if compelled to
listen a second time to a sermon. This
weariness might be somewhat alleviat-
ed if repeaters of sermons would bear
in mind the remark of a little daughter
who asked the

There are but

of a preacher was

question:
“Does your father ever preach the
game sermon twice?”
After a moment's contemplation sha
replied:
“yeg, but I think he hoilers in differ-
ent places.”—Lippincott's,

Excerpts from the Ballad of
the Christmas Shopping

(Purloined from those of Reading Gaol)
I never saw a man who looked
With such a wistful eye
Into the windows of the shops
In all parts of N. Y.
At everything in every shop,
For he knew he had to buy.

1 walked with other souls in pain
Among the Christmas crop,

And I wist not to buy a book
Or a Jewelad razor strop,

When a voice behind me whispered lows
“That fellow’s got to shop."*

Yet each man buye for whom he loves
Whiles that he hath his life.

Some purchage rings and useful things,
Some buy an fce cream Knife,

'he rich man buys for every one,

The poor man for his wife,
. . . . * L
It is sweet to shop in villages,

Where each may have his wish-
A manicure set, a tabouret,

Or a awell hand painted dish,
But oh, to shop In this metrop,

15 a helovaproposish,

_~New York Evening Mall ||

{




