
CHRISTMAS BRINGS ITS JOYS

CHRISTMAS is here and we are all happy
with the possible exception of those who
cannot gel home for the day. at least. !t is

'the one day of nil the year that is the carnival of
the fireside and reaches its greatest joy in the fam-
ily gathering. There is a charm to the day that no
other holiday possesses and a feeling that makes
mankind more akin.

In the giving of presents in the home and see-
ing the joy they bring there is balm for all the
worry and the trials, liven the more sordid no-
tion that the day is only the climax of a shopping
mania falls before the spirit of the day.

Christmas also i I le only universal festival of
the civilized world, and is the day when all creeds
and beliefs merge closer into one.

LET THE HOUSE BE FREE

IT is amusing how sonic of the standpat Repub-
licans are holding up iheir hands in horror of
the fate that is sure to overtake the nation as

a result of what they art- pleased to call the "ex-
periment" of really having the house control its
own affairs instead of leaving that delicate task to I
the hands of an unbridled .speaker. Of course il
i.s ;i foregone conclusion that a committee of the
house of representatives will name the committees
of that body. That is a victory tor public fn i

that was won when insurgents and Democrats
kicked the pedestal out from under '"Czar" Cannon.

But wherein is the experiment in the practice
that has been in vogue in the senate ever since its
foundation? Jealousy of the first vice president was
the cause of it, and the senate has kept the nam-
ing of its own committees in its hands ever since.
Nobody ever heard of a vice president who was a
"czar,'' not even the forceful Roosevelt. '1 he sen-
ate never could he induced to .surrender this ad-
vantage to any one man.

The senate method has worked well under all
circumstances. When partisan majorities have
been large and fierce the committees have refli
their spirit and numbers. When feeling has sub-
sided there have been accommodations as to the
committees that responded to the conditions.
When the senate has been evenly divided or when
men not closely affiliated with either of the great
parties have held the balance of power the cotti-
mitteeships have been disposed of without part-
isanship and presidents pro tern, have been chosen
chiefly i>r personal i easi >n<.

To call such a system an experiment is to iu^-;
gle with the facts and puts the Standpatters in a
position of trying to make nut thai th n is a
naughty child with a plaything it docs not i
how to handle. The senate has no packed standing
committees and it governs itself. There is no rea-
son why the house should not he just as free.

SCRANTON SOUNDS A WARNING

SCRANTON is a coal town in tlie anthracite
region of Pennsylvania, it came into un-
pleasant notoriety in the '70s as being 1 the

home and headquarters of the "Mollie Maguires.,'
Most of the members of that organization who
were captured were hanged, but the Tribune-Re-
publican is published there. Possibly the >

of it had his cars frosted in the recent bliz
and is peevish. Anyhow, he is telling all his i

or- ilia: Los Angeles is simply a real estate I
although he admits this city has grown from
47'» to 319,198 in ten years. < Hit lure we think
thai is enough peoph to make a veal boom on a
solid foundation. But then, of course, we don't
know what Scranton demands in a boom to make
it real.

And the worst i the language he us<
such as "frisky malevolence," "megacephal
and "mixobarbaric." If we ever find out v lial
all mean we intend to grow angry, bui we urge
forbearance on the part of the public until we
gel a eni w< r ' er to unji>int them and
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THE HERALD'S CHRISTMAS EDITION

TII l\ HERALD today issues an edition of
which i! is justly proud; an edition that The
Herald believes will appeal to the people i>i

Southern California as something tar above the
average in journalistic accomplishment and which
will prove wortln of careful perusal and pres<
ii' 'ti ii ir fni ure reference.

The story i ' \u25a0 jrowth of 1."- \ngclcs from
a sleepy little pueblo to a city of more than 320,

[lation is indeed a wonder Mory. mid in
icling the giani strides of this now marvelous

city The Herald desires to congratulate its readers
>n the fact that they live in and are a part of tli i~
great community which is astonishing the world.

AVIATORS SHOW NEW THRILLS

THE cr liat gathered ai Donringuez field
yesterday for the opening of the avia
meet were treated to thrills such as they

never had anticipated and far beyond the wonders
that filled them with amaze last year.

Hoxsey made his promised dash for the world's
altitude record and stayed tip in the air an hour
md a half, only coming clown '.•.hen his gasoline
i\ as exhausted. Ilis zigzag sweeps back to earth
jave a remarkable demonstration oi the perfect
:ontrol thai ha? been acquired over the aeroplanes
n one short year.

The crowd was not so large as on the opening
lay of last year, but it was bigger than was f\

\u25a0 -(•icd on the last shopping day before Christinas,
I'hc weather ua< perfect and the double holiday
if today and tomorrow is expected to break all j
•ecords •'\u25a0 <t al tendance.

All the aviators expressed their enthusiasm j
iati< n " \u25a0ns here and are r ;' that the

\ngeles gathering will surpass all the world's
iviation meets nf the past,

The management -'-: to be congratulated on the
lerfect arrangements.

TO NEW YORK WITHOUT STOP

THE announcement that the Harriman lines
propose to run through trains to New York
from the coast is one that will be hailed with

delight, hut it is a practice thai ought to have been
put into effect long ago. The connection from
I hicago to New York is to be made over the New
\ ork Central lines via the Lake Shore.

The wesi always has been handicapped in the
way of mail service and travel from the east be-
cause a day > i in Chicago. The best trains
from the east all arrive there in the morning, but
the passengers arc not able to make a western con-

ction until the evening of thai day.
What the public service requires is trains that

will run direel through from \u25a0 \u25a0 ist in both
us v ;i:i^r.: stop or change. This will prac-

tically - iv in the running time.
in for west-bound service the

Chicago-Northwestern will be used between Chi-
cago and \u25a0' hnaha and the L'nion Pacific lines west-

V Granger, Wyo.. the ears for points
iK .nh am I soul hed, those fi r Li is

Angeles coming over the Salt Lake road.
This innovation is sure to result in increased

nd will work a great benefit to Los Ange-
les, as one of the principal objections raised by the

\u25a0 against coming here was the annoying
and tlie trouble of transfer in Chicago.

Secretary of the Navy Meyer now wants to
0 coal biil on L'ncle Sam on that

• \u0084-c. Tin i eems
to 1 he st paying industry in Washington.

i in it lie classi t to kill the house ol
my of its members have been un-

iing a process of painless embalming lo these

Have you ever been forced to listen to the airy
tlage between an "al md a "near!

end of a streel car.

We that the Carnegie peace commis-
sion should find old Mr. "Unrest" in the Balkan

, bribe him with a pension as a starter.

Mrs. 1 Lilian Ashley-Baldwin-Turnbull and the
Duchess de i hoiscul-Praslin can now stari
cietv I preventi< m ol I 1' ive ni

Watch the lot oi con crts thai will rally to the
[Hire tobacco crusade when husbands begin smok
ing the i hristmas cigars their wives bon

Lieutenani Sebastian's appointment as chief of
police is likely to make even this climate uucom
f ( irtable .\u25a0 to undesirables.

Of com all agree with Dr. N.Allen Stan
thai we are working too hard, but the average man
can't make his boss believe it.

Ranchers as ill unite to fight the pure tobacco
ie beca en the demand f' >r

alfalfa.

That Tolei iii iirc proves that the !

cracker ii almo i as dangerous as the "lire" va
riety.

Mosl "i us will be willing to accept presents
e\en it they dot . rrive until tomorrow.

Christmas \u25a0 c blessing. Congress had
tn adi'iiirn i' n a i|j\\ ila\ s.

The problem oi today is what to dv with use-
less Christina's presents.

Merry Christmas!

THE LOS ANGELES PLAN

Editor Hi v. Id: Forrrn i President
Roosi oil says: "Lease the via \u25a0' ie( I
niiip-s, lease i lie oil Holds, I< aae the
undeveloped water power of the moun-
tain fastnesses of California, Montana,

i, Arizona and New Mexico to the
corporations."

It la almost Impossli le I > grasp th"
nitude of a d al bo stupendous In

its results. Such h scheme would on-

tangle us still mure in the meshes of
I the money power and would be a rank

he nation. The iry l'nr
c Is rising from the rank and

lil>> of our people and must be hi
Does Roosevelt think the people so

blind as not to I"- Rble to penetrate
liis sophisms?

Why ii"t ripply the Los Angeles plan,
the issuance of bonds for construction
purposes, as in the case of the Owens
river aqui duct ? Realizing that the
foundations upon which a common-
wealth must be builded are water,

hi i and powi r and that the last
three are embodied in embryo in the
first, t ive lic'.d within their
own grasp this latent energy; anl
three years hen< c when the aqueduct

m] leted tin last tin i•• will have
bi 11 develi • I and the people of Los

' s will own their lighting, power
and heating plant and will no longi i

1 i t the :• ' \u25a0>• of Hip corporations for
\u25a0 utilities.

They will then he in position to in-
vite manufacturing Interests herewith
the Inducement of cheap power, or

svhai would l"1 a still greater advan-
they can build and operate their

own manufactories, "iiil ibis, we be-
lleve, v. ill be the ultimate result.

Bui Roosi 'it'? plan would have
been to lease the Owens river to the
corporations and then (being "full >>i

1 w mid flghi them from court
to court for the next, half century in
order to contr I them.

Why not the state with Its undevel-
oped resourci - try the Loh Angeles

plan? Let the state Issue bonds anl
develop Its own water power, its oil

nlni ral 1 md.
I( the state mny Issue bonds, as i-

,sed, for the p I eonstruc-
itomoblle roads, why should it not

c bonds for thi pur] f develop-

ing the water power of our mountains
w hich v ould benefit bII the people?

And, again, If we can issue bonds for
the construction of a itomobile roaojs,

\u25a0 j not for the 1 oni true! Ing of rail-
roads? This would b( the "I •\u25a0 a An-

-1 lan" on a moi 1 fled icale.
But ii" \u25a0-••'. elt's line of reasoning

. be I ihe puhlli highways to
tho cori orations, let thorn do the de-
veloping and linn charge the people

iui i i oads.

Again, If Los Angeles may own and
operate her v i I Ing and powi i

planta and the state may develop her
,\u25a0 >over, Ptc, nhy may not thi

nation \u25a0]•\u25a0-. \u25a0 I i the roal land
Aln I the pi ople ai d bat-

tUUl '-esL (,(

coal ovi r to tho
.n<! !tockefi llora and pay

to them exorbitant prices for thui
ivhli '• I' iple already own?

l [an dagazine for Juno goes
Roosevelt one better In his plea foi

\u25a0 :.:. in its editorlu] notes
\u25a0 . \u25a0 Leiisn the coal I uidl

o corporal , but lei the nation
i n'i ihe railroad to tin mines foi

: mi ol tii" corporations own
and operate tho railroads, but let thu

. . \u25a0 rate our i oal minei.
"Ii is the la ' tand of the corpoi.i

i in' lasl nfforl of tho plutocrat y
t'i ri tain th«'lr hold upon the people's
ruHourcen, All thece BubterfugeH arc
imi ill" dying wail of ;i »yntem which
i tottering to Its rail; tor we bave out"
liked it unU Ulu much other nineteenth

i: century machinery will soon be rele- j
1 gated to the junk heap." |

To summarize: Hampton's plan is,
| lcnse the public domain to the rorpora-
j linns and build railroads for their (the. corporations) use.

Roosevelt's plan (the Hampton plan
modified) lease the public domain to
the i orporattons.

The Los Angeles plan is to issue con- .
strurtion bonds and develop and oper-

:
nte by and for the people.

The thinking public cannot but see j
i that the Los Angeles plan Is by far the
most practical and businesslike. I.oa

J Angeles has established a precedent i

i which is likely to be followed by both
i state and nation.

Los Angeles lias learned wisdom by
the things which she has suffered and ]
anything which savors of corporate

management has a bad odor. She is
today of all the cities of the world the
freest from corporate domination.

I. O. Jacobs.
•-•-\u2666 ;—i •

WHAT OTHERS SAY

IT IS UNIVERSAL
A woman robbed a safe In Kansas

City this week, which is a reminder
thßt a woman with a hairpin can do
almost anything.—Kansas City Jour-
nal.

SCARES NOBODY
The St. Louis Times makes the omi-

nous display to presidential aspirants

that 1912 totals Just thirteen. But
who's afraid of signs?—Omaha B

FEEDING THROUGH THE NOSE
"An egg will give you the strength of

R pound of meat." —Dr. Wiley. Well,
some eggs have it to give.—Memphis
Commen Lai- Appi al

LIMIT OF CRANIOLOGY
Bono grafting Is now a pronounced

success, but no way of converting a
bonehead Into a bright and shining
light has been discovered.—Toledo
Blade.

ADDED TROUBLES
The defeated Republicans are doing .1

lot of worrying about the fearful task
the Democrats have ahead of them,

'Twas ever thus.—Cleveland Plain
Deali r.

FROM HUGHES TO DIX
New York proes from one extreme to

the other. The governor-elect of that
state doesn't even wear a mustachi .—•
1 !hi( as" Record-Herald.

-Tin-: HUNTING INSTINCT
There is a great rush for hunting

[.'•units. The tendency to kill some-
thing is not to be lulled ev«n by the

fee.- Philadelphia Ledger.

tNVESTIGATE!
Somehow or other it striken us that

the time to look into the titles of
counts Is before the marriage.—Chl-

.l , inter Ocean,

CRIME IN INDIANAPOLIS
Between burglaries and violent as-

naults Indianapolis is getting to tm a
bi tti r town than ever to stay at home
In o1 nights.—lndianapolis News.

RATHER A PLATITUDE
"Fighting Bob" Evans says life in

New York is worse than war. Why
deal in platitudes?— Omaha Bee.

DREADFUL DREADNOUGHTS
Our two next are to be the biggest

battleships ever. Get s move on you,

John Bull. Are you listening, Kaiser

Bill?- Newark News,

THE SHARP I'olNT OF Ylk'w
The express strike was a 18,430,080

advertUomenl for the parcels post.—

New York World.

The tatter box department
tudav will be found <>n page*
g and 9 <>f this section.

THE PORTER

With all the agitation against the
sleeping ear trust and Its methods, the
public is likely to foster resentment
against the porter, although the porter
is not to blame for conditions that
make him the particular ward of the
travelers. ,One of the well known por-
ters that travels to the coast is Odell
Graham, who. occasionally bursts into
song 1, likewise verse, much to the edifl-
ctalon and entertainment of those trav-
eling in his car. The following shows
how liberally the muse has endowed the
dusky singer:

DAT STAB PO'TAH
l'»e a real sfar porter, and work i don't bar,

Kaz now I'se 'ployed on a Bleepln 1 k'yar.

And ebbery tiny sport fresh, clean collars.
K.izuly new suit, when tlpt wit dollar*.

[ wonder, boys, will dar come a time when
All iider k'yar• be built so lino? wif ipeed,
Luxry and snfety, she has no equal

Kai the ileepln' k'yars are built for the peo-

ple.

Air ihlpi may fly, autoi may ipeed In race,
But an electric fitted ileepln' k'yar lurel)

sit

The pace. Babies and thi rev'nd folkß
surely

Am pleaded while glldln' fru da tropic

Land wif de smooth and uaHO.

Ah I'll you de Iruf 'bout all this dope

On a Bleopln' k'yar, taln't no Juke;
Bbiy porter like a tub, on in bottom,

Wir the Roods, to build a reputation
Or back to de woods.

Sen the eager, watehln 1 folks, and that

Colored man; he am de private nl»r
\M-y i 'ii utidrrslaiMi 'bout tho top ltprth

Anil dottoitli belli' »llv« with i>ublii'lty

Wbon IV comes Ui haiuiiin' bunuin livlklil
Wit must \u25a0iuipllolty,

Odfll Graham.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

! ;dltor Herald: "The In .\ In a sort of
To the Editor: "The law is a sort of

hocuS'POcuH 81 lon '\u25a0, that smiles in
your fare while it picks your pocket." —

I Hn.
General Grant said that lie knew of

. .1 method bo effei live to secure the re-
peal <>c bad or obnoxious laws, as their
stringent enforcement. The people of
the United States-who have historical-
ly shaken off "the old man of the sea"
whenever he has made himself burden-
some on their backs, have again as-
serted themselves. The lust friend ot
the people, president Taft, lias prof-
fered valuable advice in his recom-
mendation of careful enforcement now
of the righteous laws already written
on the statue books In order to ascer-
tain thei* remedial qualities In practice
and Incidentally t" discovi r If any of
them prove to be of the "hocus-pocus"
variety, which, while full of smiling

promise, are picking the pockets of the
people.

Enforcement of the law is the saiiont
point (as the evasion of any law lined;!

\u25a0 onti mpt for all law) and leads directly
to development of repeal of Impossible
statutes it' they are tints developed—
whose evasion bn eds contempt of all
law. Thus careful enforcement and ob-

servation of the effect Of such general
and specific action will be the beginning
of a valuable educational epoch. If It
should demonstrate that all the ills of

the country cannot be cured by legisla-
tion it would !»\u25a0 a progressive era and
will be found to be the logical path of

repeal of nonsensical, bad and obnox-

ious laws, if any are now on the stat-
ute books of the people. .So that the
people may In the procedure witness
the legal Justification of their recent an-
tics in "kicking over tin: political
traces" and dumping the bandwagon,
and a little tiino will thus tell whether
special influence has written within the
statute books any hocus-pocus laws for
a patient and long-suffering people.

LINCOLN C. CUMMINQS.
Brookline, Mass.

THE CITY COUNCIL AND
THE MERRITT BUILDING

Kditor Herald: As a visitor In Los

Angeles l have been very much sur-
prised and considerably amused to see

the attitude of the city ouncli toward

the project or Mr. Merritt to *not In
your beautiful city » L-J-story office
building. H such an attitude should

be taken by the city fathers of somo

of the "stand still" cities of the east

it would not be surprising to an oat-
Bide observer, but we have been edu-

cated to believe thai Los Angeles wai

a city made up of progressive people.

cum of tin- most impressive featyrea

of San Francisco to the Btrangor is tho

Call building, from which the most

comprehensive and beautiful view of

the <ity ran ho obtained. BuHdlngi or
the character and nature of the Call
building lend an air of stability and
architectural wealth to any city. Such

.1 building as the one proposed by Mr.

Merritt would put I.os Angelei In the

Metropolitan elans of cities.
Vnur city is a beautiful one and at-

tractlve to th? tourist, but us any ono
v.-Mi admit it 10010 nmv decidedly dif-
ferent from tho older western cities.
Two or three such building! as tho
proposed Merritt structure could not
but .-itlil value to your real psstiitc and
emphasize the Importance of tha city

to the visitors who come here each
year,

I.os Angeles is destined unquestion-

ably to be a great city, and these hißli
office buildings Will come sooner or

later. It would seem to me a pity for
this beautiful building not to be ere, t \u25a0

ed now. Hiid I am surprised that your
paper and other newspapers of the city

do not make an aggressive fight by

acting in some way to change the de-
cision 1 am told your city council has
made in the matter.

CHARLES A. TOST.

ONE-CENT PIECES FOR
THE WEST
(New York Sun)

The Striking of more than a million
cent piecei :it the Sun Francisco mint
in 1908 made a new record in the. his-

tory of the United States mint and
its branches, for never before since the
coinage of pieces of this denomination
wai begun, In li!>3, had such coins
been struck anywhere but at the par-
ent establishment at Philadelphia. An
a matter of fact, no need Tor the. inak-
Ins of coins of this denomination In
the. west presented itself until within
recent years, as the demand for cent
pieces was confined almost exclusively
to tho Atlantic and middle western

states. In the west and southwest
this minor coin has had no purchas-
ing value, was not recognised and was
seldom seen in circulation. Indeed,

even at the present time there are
many western localities in which cent

pieces are not accepted.
In Colorado, for instance. If a per-

son tenders a five-cent piece to a post-
master for two two-cent stamps he
receives in exchange, together with his
stamps, not a one-cent piece, but a
one-cent postage stamp. There are
no cent pieces in the money drawer
of the postmaster, and he doesn't de-
sire any. In a Denver store a certain
commodity is quoted at, say, 17 cents
a pound. The purchaser must takn
either 15 or 20 cents' worth. Nothing
less than five cents' worth Is sol.
Apples may be four or five cents, but
one apple Is also five cents, just the
same. Now the people of the Cen-
tennial state are going to have a
chance of becoming acquainted with
the little bronze cent, for it Is the in-
tention of the government to strike
cent pieces at the new Denver mint.

California has had as little use for
tho cent as other parts of the west.

For many years no coin of less de-
nomination than 10 cents had a pur-
chasing value there, and in the gold

days nothing less than 25 cents would
buy anything, miners frequently

throwing a handful of small silver

pieces out into the street as useless
weight to carry, the "two-bits," or

quarter, being the minimum current
coin.

Times have changed and the people

along the Pacific coast have been
quicker to adopt the cent than those
In the Rocky mountain district. Now
thr coin is used in such quantities
that it has been found advisable to

manufacture cents on the ground and
thus save the expense of .shipment
across the continent from Philadel-
phia. For the calendar year of 190S
the United States mint report shows
that 111,160 worth of cents were struck
;it the San Francisco mint and $323,-

--279.57 worth at Philadelphia.
Following the custom of placing a dis-

tiiiKuishint? mark upon the coin struck
at the different mints, the new cent
pieces made at the Sim Francisco and
Denver mints will respectively bear the
mint letters 8 and D.

A HEARTY LAUGH

I Being the day's best joka from th« new* I
pxrhunges.

Booker T. Washington, the nesrof
educator, tells a story about a religJ
lous old darkey Of his acquaintance]'
who had his faith badly shaken. H«
was the sexton for a white church, :i.n4"
one afternoon as he was in rronul
\u25a0weeping the pavement, a sudden wind!
arose, tearing a piece of the cornicei
off and taking a few bricks out of Hit
wall of tho church, lloallzing that at
roth! run was better than a bad stand,' '\u25a0\u25a0

the old man Bought shelter in a snlooii?
on tho opposite side of the street. iff

Several minutes later a member «X
the church of which Uncle Isham.wtia|
Mxton came by. Noticing the oldj,
darkey when he emerged ho remarked!
that ho thought it an exceedingly^
Btranga place for one of the faith-tu*
nook shelter, Jpff

"liai's ho, Hah," replied Uncle Ishnniig
"i agrees wld yo'. Hut what's a njaral
gwina tor do when do JLord begins %Wß
trow, brlekß at 'iml" - :&m
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A file of The Ix>s Angeles Hernia can bo seen :it ihn olflin of
our English representatives. Meiers. K. and J. Ha -i & Co., '\u25a0'\u25a0'•.
,11 and 32 Fleet street, London, England, free of chari nml that
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Population of Los Angeles 319,198 j
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! Sometimes the tljingr our life misses helps more j
| than the thing that it gets. —Cary, j
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