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The World’s

Greatest Radical
BY LUKE NORTH

A CHRISTMAS ESSAY OF

ABUNDANT AND VERY REAL
CHRISTIANITY. MR. NORTH
HAS CHOSEN AN UNUSUAL
SUBJECT, A SUBJECT WHICH
MIGHT EASILY GIVE OFFENSE;
BUT HE HANDLES IT REVER.
ENTLY, AND SO PERSUASIVE
IS HIS ARGUMENT THAT YOU
WONDER WHY YOU NEVER
THOUGHT OF IT YOURSELF:
AN ARTICLE EVERY MAN AND
WOMAN OUGHT TO READ AND
WHICH WILL MAKE THEM
THE BETTER FOR HAVING
READ IT.

‘T'hat there be no quibble at
the outset 1et it be conceded
that there were other radicals
than the son of the Nuzarene
carpenter.  Seventeen hun
dred years before him Thulis
of Egypt appearcd. Krishna
of India, Hesus of Great
Britain, Quexalcote of Yu-
catan, Mithra of Persia and
a dozen other crucified sav-
iors are known to history or
legend, while on the
the

ocean
floor doubtless im-
press of civiliza-
tions whose saviors and sages

are
countless
taught such a simple
mighty truth that
does not flow from ill.
fucius taught it

vet
as aood
Con-
11 China,
Socrates at Athens—and only
vesterday Tolstoi died. O,
the world has not lacked rad-
icals—nor mobs to crucify
them.

Jut of all historic or legend-
ary radicals the man «whose
birthday this civilization cel-
ebrates on Christmas was, to
our comprehension, the most
Juddha taught
Mithra

cryptic symbols, Osiris was

Q-

radical.

clusion, spoke in

known only to initiates, Con-
but
Jesus of Nazareth said, “Be
nc angry!” “Judge not!” His
wt 'ds were terse, his state-
ments unequivocal, and
though the sophistical cob-
webs of a thousand isms have
broken their force in the pop-
ular mind, and ten thousand
quibbling volumes have hid-
den their simple and direct
meaning in evasive theol-
ogies, yet today they ring out
as clear and bold as they
must have sounded to the
Pharisees of Jerusalem. Of
this era Jesus was the great
radical. He proposed to
change things, to alter exist-
ing conditions, to overturn
that order of society which is
founded on war, fraud and
violence, and maintained by
army, police, graft, poverty
and espionage. He proposed
really to change it all — not
merely to substitute one form
of fraud and coercion for an-
other. He was a dangerous
agitator of his time, anl to-
day his is the only teaching
that any of the oligarchies
have cause to fear.

Some Saviors were born
in palaces. Jesus saw the
light of day in a manger.
Some saviors talked learned-
ly and mystically. Jesus
speke understandingly to the
~10b.  Some lived in temples
and taught the wise and pow-
erful.  Jesus lived with fish-
ermen and tentmakers: his
friends were lepers, thieves
and prostitutes. His word
to the rich and cultured was,
“Sell what you have and give
to the poor.”

Erudite books have been
written to prove there was
no such man as Jesus—IHig-
gins’ “Anacalypsis,” Taylor's
“Diegesis” and many a lesser
tome—but they have proved
nothing o worth and so long
as this civilization exists its
central figure will be that
despised, hunted and cruci-
fied Jew whase thundering
adjuration of the cosmic law
that “Good flows not from
evil,” cold and unemotional
science now proves to the in-
tellect in its calm and im-
placable assertion that “Like
produces like,” Jesus spoke
to the heart of man, offering
no proof. Science was mysti-
cal and masonic in those days
and men who could reason
were initiates. Jesus spoke
to the heart of the p(i'up]o.
and the heart knows truth
without proof. Jesus did not
offer evidence that water is
wet, that twice two are four
or that fraud begets only
iraud. .And the people list-
There was a revolu-

fucius temporarized,

ened.
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HOSE FIRST wompx WAS ,,
RINGMASTER

Sttt

N NO line of endeavor have Amer-
lean women made more rapid ad

|

vancement during the past few
years than in writing plays. Women
playwrights are crowding their broth-

er dramatists hard for first place,

Tomorow afternoon T.os Angeles will

witness the first presentation on any
stage of a new comedy written by two
women, in  collaboration—The Way
Out,” a play which Lillilan Russell
probably will use nwxll season  and
which will be produced at the Relasco,
The authors are Mrs, H. C. DeMille

A, S

Tomorrow

and Mrs. Steele,

at the Majestic theater,
Mary Mannering will give the first lo-
cal of “A Man's World,”

another

presentation
play

of feminine authorship,
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of the Christian era let him
‘ write a book to prove that the
{ golden rule is a lie; let him
prove in syllogism that an-
ger ceaseth by anger, water
flows up hill, good follows
from evil, loves comes from
hate, peace from war, and
that the line of least resist-
ance leads through coercion
and punishment. The world
would listen to such a book.
Many have been written with
that intent, it true, but
their names are forgotten.
Cauistic sermons are spun of
subtleties and sounding
| phrases with intent to con-
| wvert the- Sermon on the
!  Mount to a string of plati-
| tudes, but more than intent
| is necessary to subvert truth.
‘ Translators did their share
{  to break the force of the
mighty statement, “Be not
| angry!” They have rendered
[ it, “Be not angry without
cause.” Some Bibles have it
one way and some another to
this day, but the world will
know which is right eventu-
ally. It is questioning now.
Men ask, Is it really true that
anger, force and punishment
are wrong?

Austere and unfeeling sci-

ence answers that anger lib-
erates o poisonous secretion
in the blood, disturbs the
motor centers, paralyzes the
inhibitory nerve fibers, weak-
ens and discases the entire
.\_\'mp.'lllu-tiv nervous system.
Perhaps anger isn’t “wrong.”
It depends upon what results
vou wish to achieve. If you
want to stir up the slumber-
ing brute in your own and
| your mneighbor’s being and
| are careless of diseased tissue
| and a weakened vitality, then
| anger surely the right
| thing in the right
| place. But if you wish to
avoid a number of physical
«ills which anger inevitably
produces; if you are looking
for peace, or comfort, or
health, you will find it ad-
vantageous to avoid anger—
with or without cause. Sci-
ence has not discovered that
the cause anger either
mitigates or aggravates the
results thereof.
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accomplish? Force is a good
thing to use in blasting rocks
or driving posts in the soil.
IForce 1s the proper and nec-
essary agent to quell a mad-
man and to stop his blow
before it falls. After the blow
1s struck forec unneces-
sary, save just enough peace-
fully, humanely and healing-
ly to restrain the madman.
Two thousand years
war and poverty have pro-
duced a number of irrespon-
sible persons who for a time
might have to be restrained
from injuring others, but
such types would soon be-
come extinct were force di-
vorced from anger and never
used but to defend the weak
from the irresponsible. It is
the wanton use of force to
protect stolen property and
subject the inoffensive to in-
dustrial slavery that has pro-
duced these types that now
menace civilization. It is the
use of force accompanied by
anger, bigotry, self-interest,
cruelty, revenge and lack of
sympathy which Jesus de-
nounced. It is an oligarchic
quibble that seeks to reduce
the beautiful tenet of non-
resistance to the irrational
absurdity of ‘maintaining
that a madman must be per-
mitted to ravage a <child
rather than employ force
against him. It took force to
drive the money changers
out of the temple, but when
they were out Jesus did not
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pursue them and condemn
them.
The use of force isn’t a

question of right or wrong.
The doctrine of Jesus stands
on surer basis than that.
Right and wrong are shifting
points, but human welfare is
a staple. Peace and joy and
happiness, progress and hu-
man growth—these are cer-
tain quantities. Force, an-
ger and violence are antag-
onistic to them in every con
ceivable way. 1f human wél-
fare is the thing that society
most wishes to accomplish

for the greatest number Af its.

members, then it is inevitable
that force, and punishment

-
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deteriorate the stock, then
force the proper agent.
In 10,000 years more it will
do nothing else. Every step
of human progress has been
taken despite war and gov-
ernment by punishment. Ed
ucation, intelligence, ex
panding sympathy, have de-
fied and survived war and re-
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striction — slowly and tor-
tuously enough, but surely.
War and violence have not

helped. At every point they
have hindered. Every revo-

lution by violence has cost
vears or centuries of prog-
ress —and in all the long

ages the individual’s life and
happiness has been sacrificed
to gluttonize a monarchy-—
or a plutocracy.

But perhaps we are reach-
ing a climax. Maybe we are
at the parting of the ways
and civilization must now
consciously choose its path
and go on or down as the
path it chooses may lead.
The world 1s circumpopulat-
ed at least and modern iacili-
tiecs for administering the
creeds of hate and graft have
given such impetus to de-
structive forces that thought-
ful men pause. The world is
looking askance at its army
of child laborers, its $100,000-
a-year white slave traffic, its
insane asylums, its poor-
houses, prisons, tramps and
unemployved.

It secems to be at least an
open question whether the
doctrine. of anger and vio-
lence, as applied with mod-
ern tools, will not overcome
the normal race characteris-
tics of the civilized genus
homo and wipe him and his
civilization off the map In-
sanity, suicide, crime, degen-
eracy, vice diseases and the
mother of them all, Enforced
Poverty or its fear, are rapd-
ly increasing. Wars are less
frequent, but their engines
are more terrible, and added
to the efficiency of modern
cunnery is the still more ef-
fective tainted beef and graft-
poisoned rations. Railroads
kill 10,000 a vear because
legal expenses are cheaper
than block signals or shorter
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charity can feed it. Injustice
and cruelty are cverywhere.

Shall this civilization, go
on or down?

That it can continue much
longer on its present basis,
no thoughtful person
to contend, and the ({ll(’\li"”
that men are asking is, \Will
there be an explosion or an
cthical awakening of the |
people? \Will the plan of the
Galilean prevail, or shall we
continue with the old
of human debauchery
through the pressure of act-
ual threatened poverty
which makes petty crime and
big graft the when
not the onlv way?

CHECS

order

or

casiest

. 'l'h(’.\n* i_m(,uim« and in- ‘
justices of society are the
fruits of war, violence and
punishment. And from the
realm of mere results they
have grown to the mon-
strous proportions of causes.
Economic determinism Thas
western civilization in it
grip. With a lead pencil, a
pad of paper and the price
of fuel and bread in Chicago
this winter one can determine
to a nicety the pressure on
the prisons, asvlums and cor-
oner’s force. It can scarcely
be figured which or who will
go down—for determinism is |
impersonal—but the total can
be ascertained with substan-
tial accuracy. This 1s econ
omic determinism. [t has
the western world in its grip |
—ecven the rich and power- |
ful. It 1s the last analysis !
and synthesis of human gov- |
ernment by army and po-

licemen. It is the final word
of science on the \H]»jcct of
war and punishment.,
Having a board thar is wet |
and you wish to have it dry,
do you leave it in the water?
or a room full of carbonic |
oas, do you try to make it
habitable by admitting mere
carbon—or by opening the
window and letting in its op-
posite, oxygen? In physics
we have learned a few
things. In social relations
we are more childish than
hottentots. If a man is “bad”
we make him worse. Ii a
man goes wrong we debauch !
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¢« tion. l:{lrl_\' Christians were Is force wrong? The ques- must be abandoned. In ten hours for train emploves and humiliate him and stamp
\"]umll'ltlllxls'lsl W tion is seriously .‘ul\ul w{la_\. thousand years forc vvh.u 1ot Crime and vice breed faster him in such a way that he
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¢ would deny the savior tirely on what you want to 1s to nurse an oligarchy and erty increases faster than tand 1s found out) we cast

her out in the
paralytics

street to breed
and degenerates.
Of course we don't cast out
the woman or degrade the
man if thev are rich, but un-
fortunately so many of the
vicked people are ]-n)ur that
our kindness to the rich
doesn’t count for much in a
cugenistic way.  And though
only condemn and de-
grade those of the “wicked”
who are caught, vet there are
SO many ‘

W

of us who are pure
and holy and have nothing
to do in life than to
hound the weaker ones that a
good many caught—
cnough to keep the prisons,
asvlums and police force
working overtime at remun-
erative salaries.
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It is of no avail to be senti-
mental i thes:
\l( S11S Ct !‘I:tlllll'x' not,
though in this respect he is

matters.

was

usually  misrepresented by
his professed friends and fol
lowers. Jesus was neither a
sentimentalist nor a platitad

narian. e uttered but sim
ple  truths \n».‘pp:[].. Of

scientific demonstration [f
one should go to the primi-

tives of Austraha and tell
them that twi 18 is 36 and
that a square is an equilateral
rectangle, he would doubt
1 H 3
less be stoned as a mvstic,
dreamer, a ntimentalist, or
a labor agitatom Yet his

word to the natives wonuld he

not essentiallyv different from
the truth that Jesus uttered
when he said, “Anger ceas
eth not by anger.” 1f the
teachines of this Jewish out

cast will not stand everyv test
of known cosmic law and hu
man logic then it were bet-
ter to continue to (Hv‘«‘\_-:lhl
them. Tt is, however, the fact

L

that we have totally disre-
garded them, that we have
relerated them to Sunday
school ])T‘i«‘«‘ cards, sav ed

them as texts for sermons
which seek to plain awav
their force, hidden them in
capv bhooks as mere plati-
tucle and with most disas-
trous results—it is this fact
that gives men pause today.

Phe world is cogitating.

Was Tesus right, after all?
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Tl mpany 1 1pport Miss

1 i 10 Harry C. Browne,
Tuohy Lynn Pratt Hayward Ginn,
Tohn S. Brammna Victor Benoit, d
vard Warren, f Fitzgerald, Hatti
Russell,  Je Ralph, Oliv Harpe
and Viola Leach,
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ONPHEUM—With a “Merry Christ
mas'’’ to all its many friends the O1

heum announces its holiday bill, be

nnir with the usual matinee to
norro ind ided by Willlam Far
num Mr. Farnum, who created th
title role in *“Ben Hur” and who ig
well and favorably known as a ro
mantic actor, still retains a role of
that character in I new vaudeville
playvlet, *“The Mallet's Masterpiece,
by BEdwin Peple. The story relates how
the Venus de Milo lost her arms—i
figment of imagination, of course, but
still one as probable as many othe
theories of how the world's great ar-
tistic mystery came to be. Among
the hest acrobats ol their Kkin
are the Duffin-Dedcay troupe. orf
course those who do not look into the
ckill and ability displayed may think
all acrobats look alike, but those who
are informed Know and place this
troupe near the top. Among its feats
are some splendid casting, triple and
double twister somersaults smd other
stunts of similar character.

Muice numbers are always welcome
at a holiday season, and the other two
newcomers on the present bill join with
geveral of those who remain to give
melody fittingly. “Radiant” Radie Fur
man offers one of these acts; the Sis-

teds Meredith the other,

The Six Musical Cuttys and the Tem-
ple (uartet are two more, making four
musical  stunts on this coming bill,
while Andree’s studies in porcelain and
Callahan and St. George will continue,

OLYMPIC--For th holiday week
beginning with a pecial  Christma
matinee tomorrow, the Olympic players
will present “Mr. Santa Claus Jr.,”
geasonal fantasy of fun and music by
Charles Alphin. The setting, at th

north pole in Santa’s workshop, is ona

that will more than delight the chil
dren. To please the little ones th
Olympic management has arranged

special matinee on Saturday at which
Jules Mendel, who plays the title role,
will present a toy to every child in the
audience.

The basis of affair hangs

the whole

{ upon an old Norse legend to the effect

that if a native of the warmer climes
discovers the north pole the toys in
workshop will become infused
with life. There are three especially at-
tractive toys in Santa's house—a Jack-
in-the-Box, impersonated by Dave Mor-
ris: the Candy Kid, to be portrayed by
Monte Carter, and the mechanical dol,
by dainty little Margaret Favar.

Santa's

Dorothy Raymond, Margaret Favar
Gale Henry and Vera Ransdale have
the important female voles, Leonard

Brisbane will represent the jovial old
caint, Kris Kringle, while Jules Mendel,
in the role of his son, causes his father
no end of trouble. The two big musical
specialties of the piece will be a snow-
ball fight, in which the entire company
takes .,1:”1 on the stage, and ‘“‘When
Santa Claus Marries Merry Christmas,™
an original Christmas medley by Cha
Alphin,

- L -

PRINCESS.—*On the Quiet,” A
pleasing, unpretentious farce comedy
with 1ots of comedy and music will bo
nresented by Fred Ardath and his as
sociate players at the Prince theate
beginning with tomorrow’ matinee,
and continuing through the week be
tween Christmas and New Yedl A
| thte Beach,” last week’s show, which
has proved a d cided succe , will fir
ish it run with thre erformangces
tonight, the first to begin at 6§:30 p. m.

“On the Quiet” deals with the ad-
ventur of a young scapegoat physi-
cian who takes advantage of his aunt's
ahsence to rent out several rooms 1
her houst \ telegram TOm tl
aunt irrive innouncing her T
| turn hom ind then house
thrown in an uproar, tha effort
the young Boniface to rid of hi
enests promising muech fun Severil
ve musical num 1 be inter-
olated.

PANTAGES—T! ] \ bill «f
the Pantages theater made up of
novelties that should appeal to bot
| voung and old. For the habitual the
tergoer, K in ’ nery duction
| of the cl: » pantomine, *'I Trageod
De Egypte,” h ! provided, and
for the little ones the will be Schepp's
circus of eduncated dogs, ponie andd
monkeys, 1In ri De Egypte”
Amasia, seeins S er 1y approaching,
I summon his ghter and bids he
ensare him ‘“The Dance of Devotion™
( follows, in the cour "."‘*‘1:' h Canly-
sis appear t n killing Amasia,
V'yasa el ! to charm him

The an \1s of Schepp’'s dog, pony
aind monkey circus perform many in-
terestin tr On Saturday, at tho
concluston of the matinee, Mr, Schepp
will hold ¢ tage reception with his
tiny pets and the children will be
-,:i‘.'.nn' 1 e upon the backs of tho
poni I'l well known singers, J.
Aldr il ind  Miss  Katherine
Traver return with a musical sketch
calleda “Buffalo Bill and the Primi
Donna 'he Hawaiian Four will h
troduce an ancient native Hulu Huln
| dant \lorgan brothers, comedy acro-
bat W and H the *“‘Ball
Roor Boy ! dancers and
| comedians, and 1 oLto plays come
plete the bill,




