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BY W. A. LEE AND HUGH WILSON

TION MARKED OUT.

AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT.

Gentlemen of the Senate and Ilouse of

Represcntatives :

For the first time in the history of
Bouth Carolina, her General Assembly
has convened under a' Coustitution

that recognizes the rights of man

The mooopoly of class, by which the
few governed the many, has gone

down before the sovercignty of the
people, and her institutions have been
founded oo the broad basis, that “all
govornments derive their just powors
from the consent of the governed.”
©Our Conetitution, recently ratified by
a vast majority of the votors of Svuth
Carolina, goarantees to the citizen
every privilego consistent with the
eafoty of tbe Stale, and invests the
Siate with every prorogative not in-
consistent with the rights of the citi-
ron. Sound policy and corrcet prin-
ciple thus unite in our political sys-
tem, and it will be your duty, as it
will doubtless be your chief nim, so to
legislate that the public laws, and
administration of the, Stale, shall not
discredit the Coopslitution under
which you bave asscmbled.

The object of all legislation should
bo the greutest good Lo tho greatest
number ; cqual and exact justico to all
is, therefore required at your hands;
aud I bave no doubt that each and
every class and locality in the State
will reccive their duo share of public
favor from your honorable body.

FINANCE AND BTATE DEBT.

The financial condition of the State
will doubtless engage your early and
mosteerious attention, and the necessa-
ry waysaud means be providoed, both for
the support of its government and to
maet the lawful demands of its cred-
iLors, fureiga and dosestic, :

Cbaracter is credit, and gredit s
tho very sinews of the Siate in peaco
and war. Thbe obligation of the
State, thoretore, to meot all of it lie—
bilitiea is founded glike upon -cerrect
1oral principle and sound pablie pol-
icy. This obligation should be the
wbre sensibly felt from the fuct that a
Bialo canoot, lilke an udividual, be-
como the subject of coercive procsss
10 compel it to meet its just indobted-
ness; but the cradiufr must rely sole-
iy upon its honor. Thoe Convention
uppointed a Board of Commissioners
w ipvestigate the debl and availabls
auvsots of the State, with instructions
1o roport the results of their investi-
gation to the Genmeral Assembly, at
ity first sossion, and as I am without
pny positive.dula upon this subject, 1
wmust refor you to their report, which
will doubtless soon bo luid before your
hororable body. I will muke this
soatier of the debt of the State tbe
subject of a spociul message to the
Goneral Assembly, as it is one that
witally concerns the repatation of our
people and the future credit of the
Btate.

The information that I now have
places the valid debt of the State, ex-
clusive of the war debt, at about five
millions, five handred thousaud dollars
(25,600,000). Thie debt is very small
compared with thut of other States
pnd the resources of the State, and if

roper measures are taken to prompt-
ly liguidate the interest due upon it,
thecredit of South Carolina will stand
as high as that of any State in the
Union.

I would recommend the fanding of

the anpaid interest now due ugon the
State debt, and algo thut acoruing up
to a period when the Slate will, with—
out doubt, be able to moeot her linbili-

ties; and would suggess the lst of

July, 1869, as the date to-which it
shopld be-funded.. I would aleo rec-
pommend that all bonds of the State
should be made payable in New York

a8 the financial centre of the cofintry;
aud that all stocks sball be converti-
bl into bonds, a1 the pleasure of the

bolders. - : TR,
BTATE BANK.
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tho same. I also rccommend that a
responsible bank shall be designated
a8 a depository for the funds of the
State; and that authority should be
vosted in the Goversor and two pri-
vate citizens, to be selocted by tho
Goneral Assembly, or othoerwise, to
demand from tho State Treasarer at
any timo an exhibit of bis books, and
all public moneys for which ho muy be
accountable; this imspection to bo
mado at loast once in each quarter.
TAXATION AND ABSESSMENTS.

. There is no problem that ein en-
gage tho attention of the legislator
more difficult than the framing of an
equitable systom of taxation. liven
in the most prosperous communities,
tho laws that exact from tho citizon a
portion of his means to support tho
government that protecta bis life and
property, are vicwed wilh extrome
sonsitiveness. Especially is this the
cuse in a society like ours, where val-
ues of every kind have boen suddenly
chunged by the convulsions of war,
and where the exclusive government
of class has been expanded into the
true Republicanism of universal suf-
frnge. Henco, those who opposa the
freo Constitution of our State allege
that it enables tho non-proporty hold-
er to logisluto for and tax the proper-
ty bolder. This argument, howevor
specious it may scem, destroys itself
by proving too much; for as in all ro-
publics tho majority must rule, and as
the majority are always noun.property
holders, or as individuale pay least of
the taxes, it follows, under the argn-
ment alleged, that the very basis of
our republican system should be ex

punged. While the capitalist may

justly doclare that he should not be
mado the subject of umrensonable ex-
aclions, as agpen his capilal depend the
creation of great public and private
enterprises, and the employment of
lubor in every pursuit in life; yet the
wor

the agriculturist and
with no less justice,
eir labor and ekill
capital 18 iplied through all the
varied forme of production and trade,
and that they are the bone and sinew
of the State in peace and war, and
thould therolore receive their due
sharein ite admiaistration.
Reeognizing the justice of both of
these claims, it 18 your delicate and
important duty so to adjust our sys—
tem of tuxution that tho enterprise of
the capitalist shall not be depressed
by imposing upon him undue burdens,
while at the eame time evory class of
real and personal property shall bo
required to aid in the support of the
State, and in sustaining the inetitn-
tions that its condition demands, 1In
this you will be guided Ly Section 36,
Article 1, of our State Constitation,
which declares that “all property sub-
Ject to taxation shall be taxed in pro-
portion to its value. Kuch individoal
of society has a right to be protected
in tho enjoyment of lifo, liberty and
property, according to stunding laws.
He should, therefure, contribute his
share to the expense of his protec-
tion.,” -

. Itis proper for me here to call your
attention to the fuot that under a re-
cent decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States, national bsnks,
within the limits of the State, are
subject to State taxation; while the
property of ruilroad companies, mu.
nicipalities and all other corporations
will bo embraced in your goneral tax
bill. : i

1 invite your dt{ontion to Articlo 9
of the Constitution, which provides
that “The General Assembly shull pro.
vide by law for a uniform and equal
rate of nssessment and taxation,” and
defines the powers of the corporate
authorities of counties, cities, towns,
&e., sud antborizes them to assess and
colloct taxes for corporato purposes.
The aesossed value of the real estate
of South Carolina, in 1860, was one
hutidred and tweniy-nine -millions
seven hundred and seventy-two thou-
sand Bix hundred and ecighty-fonr
$129,772,684) dollars. This wvalue
bas, of course, becn materially lessen—
ad by tho violent conviulsions to trade
and the industrial interest of Lhe peo-
pleduring the pnst seven yoprs, yet it
8erves to indicate that with every al-
lowance for the known reduction in

I recommend an early and thorough
investigation into the affuirs of 1lugy
Btate -Bapk, with a view to ascertain
tho liabilities it may-- have enyajled
ppon the State, pursuant to the terms
of its’cBarters 1ts ‘dobts and aseets']
shonid be inquired into, and it shoyld
“be putiate liquidation 88 soun og.pos-
sible, in order that the just olaims
“ogsiny jt may boprompuly souled.
-BONDS OF §247T3 PZFICERS-AND DEPOB-

o+ on - -TTORY FOR STATE FUNDE. .
* T order to gusrd tho Sthte agaost

' envnestly recommniend” that; all
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the market value in our reml ostate,
that, even upon a minimum assess.
‘ment of values, it will form an impor-
tant basis of taxation and of the finan
cial resources of tho Staie,

COUNTRY TREASURERS AND AUDITORS,. '

1y this connection I woold recommend
that e"General - Assembly will provide
by law for" the creation. of the offices of
€ounty Tresuurer aud County Auditer; to
be appointed i suck runer as your hon<
orable body

s $Mo kneping, a0d laishfal retira,of sl
-noneys of the State.and County that may

direct, Theso officers
shoyd bo placed’ uoder smple bonds for|

“who. are 'lihiii'e'd-wiw the. cns

public fands shall ‘bo required 10 #¥e | The County Anditors will be m‘ﬁigd
smple bonds and mun[g\l’or the safed the several - Boards of Comty  Comsiis- |

keeping or fuithful d
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accounts between the county and the tax—
payers and the Siate, and exawmine and
countersign the necessary drafts upon
she County Treasurers.

DIVIs}ON OF THE COUNTIES,

T respectfully recommend that you will
| provide at your present session for the di-
vision of the larger counties of the State.
According to the United States cevsus of
1860, South Curoliza ha3 an area of twen-
tyfour thousand five hundred (24,500)
square miles, with a population of seven
hundred and three thousand seven hun—
dred and eight (703,70g), or near fifteen
(15) persons to the square mile. As the
State is divided iuto thirty-oue (31) coun-
ties, theso fizures show that the average
ar-a of our countiesis about eight huo—

dred (800) square miles, while several of
them actually embrace an area of more
than eighteen hundred (1800) equare mi-
les. Io the present condition of our pub-
lic roads, with many of the streams un—
bridged, and with the few facilities for
travelling possessed by the most of our
people, the great distance of the county

seat and records, from those living upon

the border of one of those lurge conuties,
entails the most seiious inconvenience

upon them,

In view of the necessity of a new geo-

graphical subdivision of the State, article

2. section 3, of the Constitution, provides

“that the General Assembly shiall have the

power at any time to orgunize new coun-

tics br changing the boundaries of any of

the old ones : bul no new county shall be

hereafter formed of less extant than six

hundred and twenty five equare miles ;

vor shall any exisiing counties be reduced

to a less extent than six hundred and

twenty-square miles. Each county shall

constitute one election district.” T sug-

gost that six hundred and twenty-five (625)

square miles, or Lwenly (20) towuships,

be mads the mazimum area of any new

county that may be hereafter formed,

PUBLIC ROADS AND BRIDGES,

In view of the very bad condition of
our publie roads and bridges, I recornmend
that the General Assembly will provide
Ly law for the sublivision of encl county
into road districts, and for the appoint-
ent of competent persons as suporvisors
of wuch districts, under the direction of
the county commissioners, These super—
visors of roadsshould reccive a roasonable
per diem when actually employed, and the
Louuty commissioners should be empow-
ered to reyuire that each sble-bodied citi-
zen, between, the ages of twenty-one {21)
and fifty five (55) shall give his labor a
reasonable number of days in the year, to
be fixed by law, for ‘working the publie
roads, or shall pay in licu thervof a certuin
sum,

It should also bo provided, that the
County Commissioners may be lield re-
sponsible in damages for any injury to
persons or properly that may accrue to
any éltizon because of their failurs 1o ke-p
the roads aud bridges in good and safe
repuir.

JUDIOIARY.

Article 4, of our constitulion, provides

for 1he reorganization of the Judicial de—
partment of ke State, and defines the
jurisdiction of the several courts, to be
organized in persuance of the same. This
immortal subject, so vital to the protec-
tion of the person and property of the
citizen, demands, and will doubtless, re

ccive your early and most serious atlen-
tion, I recommend that the jurisdiction of
Justices of the Peace ba extended, so that
they may render judgment in pelty cnses,
involving the liberty of the accused, sub-
ject of course to an appeal. The State
will thereby be eaved the cost of suppor.
ting many prisoners in the jails, cliarged
with emall offences, but uuab'e to give
bonds for their appearance at the gener-
al term of the court, while the commit-
ting Justice Lins no authorily to pass sen-
tence upon them. I would also recom

mend that Justices of the Peace should
be vested with the power to discharge
from the arrest in any case where there is
nol probable or reasonable grounds
for believed the aecused guilty, This
would not debar the Grand Jury from in-
vestigating the case of a person so dis-
charged, and finding a bill of indictment
against him, sbould the facts warrant it ;
while it would prevent much bardship to
innoceent persons, and expense to the
State, by the law’s delay,

the fces of justices of the peace clerks,
of coarts, sheriffs, constables, and other
officers who may be entitled to reoeive
fees, should bs striotly regulited .by atat-
ute. . . Sl
REVISION OF CODE AND CHAKGE oOF
) FLKADIFGS, ' o
Iinvite your eavuest stiention . to. Beo~

sotme sultable persou-or perssns, whoss dus
Hiy At ahall .be“Co evies; shm L

abridge the rules, praotice,

In this connection, I would urge that)

tion 3, Article 6. of the. Constitation,

- e S tpd

forms of the courls now in wuse in tLis
State. A well digestic code of Publig
Laws, with a full and clear icdex, will be
of great value to all classes of our peo-
ple, professional or otherwise. -Such a
vode South Carolina has never possessed,
The committee appoiuted for thia purpose
should be compused of men of the high-
est legnl ability, and should b empow-
ered to omit from the code such statutes
as are no longor in accord with our Con.
stitution, or that conflict with the changes
in our political and civil systems. Espa-
cially should tho ples of “Denefit or Cler-
gy, which has so long disgraced the Ju.
dicial system of the State, be no longer
recognized by our courts. T trust thut"the
General Assembly ‘will make an appro-
priation sufficiently liberal, to give a fair
compensation to the members of that Com

mission for their becessarily arduous Ja.
bors.

STATUTE OF FPRAUDs,
Section 20, Article 1, of the Conatitu.
tion, having provided that “no person shall
be imprisoned for debt except in
cases of fraud,” ghall at an early day, en-
act a Statute of Frauds, and also a new
Statute of Limitations, defining the rights
remedies and liabilities of creditors and
debtors,

ELECTIONS,

I *invite your attention to Section 8,
Article 8, of the Coustitution, which pro-
vides that it shall be the duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly to provide from time to
time for the registration of all electors.”
Iuisimportant to the safely of the
State that the rights of its electors and the
purity of the ballot box should be rigidly
guarded. T therefore recommend (hat
you will pass stringent laws presaribing
the duties of registrars and Judges of eleo.
tions, with appropriate penalties ; and pro-
viding also for the punishment of bribery
and corruptlion at public elections,
REMOVAL OF FOLITICAL DISADILITIES

I would earnestly recommend ihat your
honorable body will at any early period,
memorislizo Congress to relieve every citi-
zea of South Curolina from all political
disabilities, Imake this recommendation
the mora readily from the fact that there
are Lalieved to be none of that class iu
this 8tate who have committed iufamons
offences ugainst the laws of war,

The statute of disfranchisomont was
doubtless wise and proper at the earliest
stage of reconstruction, and juetly roark-
ed the nation’s abhorrence of those who,
Laving beon trusted lenders of the people
had led them ioto rebellion agsivat the
benign government of their country,
Yet the coatinuance of such disfranchise-
ment would be an  anomaly uoder our
Republican system, based vpon the doa-
trine of uviversal fsufforage. Lot us hope
tliat such an act of magoanimity will not
Le mistaken by the class disfranchised,
while they depy it will tend to make them
objects of sympathiy, and will be as it were
to keep a knife stickiog in an open wound.

EDPUCATION,

Civil liberty and the education f the
masses are inseparabla, ’
" T'he salety of & free Btate rests upon
the virtue and intelligence of the- people,
aud it cannot preseive the one without
cultivaling the other. AN republics of
which history makes mention, have owed
their decline and fall Jto the corruption
of (ke people; who having become un~
windful of their rights and duties throagh
ignorance, became the prey of dem sgogues
throngh choice. JIn a country such as
ours, where the humblest citizen, if wor-
thy and well qualified; may’aspire to the

banded clild of poverty and toil:may be-
come the cliief magistrate of the repub-
lic, ,the diffulon of intelligence smong
the masses is notonly a measiira of puplic

aafely. ;

The . Government of the United States |
has been so mindful of the importancs of
popular education, that it has . already
given 70,000,000. of aores of publio lands,'|
worth at least ninety millions (90,000,000)
of dollara, for the establishment of hools
and colleges in the States and territories of
the Union. 1 would, thercfure, eartestly’
recommiend that the provision of oar con—
stitution upon’this* sukject be, carried out
in ite-fullest extent, and that as thorjugh o
system of Tree schools absll be establistiod
as is ' cansistent - with the prosest jaxable
resources of the State. -~ |
" T.deem it proper to add, that satisfacto-
ry aseurdoces are given that Congres will,

{of pubdlic Iandé to this Stete, for the crea~

tion of a perraangut eommon sshoal fund,
(Bus in & grens messure relieving  peo—.
pfe trom “ths burdep ‘of Taxatioh for that
tpecial stiject. ' T raspecifully saggest that
you wid memotishize the ;
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justice, but vitally concarns “the public [0y cotton “crop ever produced in this

(its” price by

withia & “brief period, make a libsral gragt |
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vpart and desigoated as a school for col-

thildren, the school fand to be be distribu-
ted equally to each olass, in proportion to
the number of children in each between the
nges of six and sixteen years. I deem
this separation of the two races in the
public schools a matlter of the groatest
importaace to all classes of our people.

While the moralist and the philanthro.
pist cheorfully recognizas the fact that “God
lath made of one blood all pations of
men,” yet the ‘statesman, in legislating
for a political society that embraces two
distinet, and, in some measure, antagonis-
tic races, in the great body of 1ts electore,
must, as far as the law of equal rights
will permit, take cogmizance of existing
prejudices among both. In schoal dist.
ricts, where the white children may pre-
ponderate in nambors, the colored chil-
dren may Le oppressed, or partislly exolu-
ded from the schools, while the same
result may accrue to the whites in those
districts where colored clildren are in the
majority, unlesa they shall be separated by
law as lerein récommended, Moreover,
itis the declared design of the Constitu-
tion that all classes -of our people shall be
educated, but nut to provide for the separa-
tion of the two races, will be to ropel the
masses of the whites from the sducational
training that they so much need, and virtu-
ully to give to our colored population the
exclusive benefit of our public schools.
Lt us, therefore, recognize facts as they
are, and rely upon time and the elevating
influence of popular education, to dispel
any unjust prejudices that may exist
among the two races of our fullow-citi-
2ens.

AGRICULTURE,

The concentration of lsbor and ocapital
upon one product, aud thal two extremely
liable to the varying hazards of the sea-
sons and the worm, has retarded the agri-
caltural presperity of Soath Carolina, and
of the entire Soutb, The true eafety of
the farmer lies in the cultivation of several
products, so that although the season may
ba unpropitious for one, he may preserve
the other. 1o ehould not imitate the
unwise merchant, who embarks Lis all,
though uninsor:d, in = single ship,
The impolicy of concentrating so large
a portion of labor upon cotton, instead of
dividing it among mixed crops of corn,
wheat, potatoes &o., and the produots of
the dairy, is best illustrated by the follow-
ing facts drawn from the census of 1860,
and the report of the United States Com-
missioner of Agriculture for.1866. The
cotton crop of Georgia, the Empire-State:
of the South! in 1860 was 701,840 bLales,
yielding little more than thirty millions
($30,000,090) of dollars; while the but-
ter of New York' in 1865, one of several
products of the diary, was estimated at
sixty millions ($060,000,000) of dollars.
Yet the census gives to New York, but
470,814 farmers and farm laborers, and to
Georgin, “including] white farmers and
farm laborers, and only the males of the
slaves, 310,478 persons engaged iu agri-
cultore,  Bhould the female slaves be
included, Georgia would have actually had
a larger number of farm laborers than the
State of New Yurk. Besides the other
dairy products, milk and cheese, aud the
multituds of smaller produsts of the farm,
the principal crops muke in vajue an as-
tounding sggregate. Tlins, in 1864, the
corn crop of New York was estimated ‘at
$38,000,000, the wheat at 825,000,000,
the oats at 30,000,000, potatoes at $19,+
000,000, ‘snd bay st $90,000,000. Inclu.
diog the minor cereals, the producis of
orchards and gardens, the prodaotion of

station of the highest, and where thio harg | beef snd muttor from pasturage, and a

gréat varlely “of miscellaneous produsts,
the cuireirey valas of the agricultural
productionsof this one State, in that year,
fd&¥ greater than the money returns of

couatry; and ‘the gold velue of such prad-
ucts would ﬂol greater tlian the gold value
of half' the cotton crop of 1860, the largest
gver made in the United States. Sl
The grand resulis aré ot -due to any
sapetiorily of soil or olimate’ above our
own, but & proparly direoted and diversi~
fied system of labor and to superior agri-
cultural” imiplements and farm_economy.
The ‘sggregats product of the varied
sgricultural,labors must always exooed in
value {he yiefd of any one staple, Lowever
vastand well organized may be the system
of ‘labor applied to it, for matked. suceoss
in the ‘production of that ove, will lessen
' - ati_ udup ingresse of the
dimad,
Thelisaduoton. of mproved e
Sycute L NOmNLTN, b: mtiey of #hal
imporisnce te the farming interests of the
State,  With the aid of, proper machinery
(asd 1hie proper mss of [
A S

rares of'lll_&}md_

ored ochildren, and the other for white

rs, ot ey

worn out lands with -that most valuable
fertilizer at a comparatively small cost.
Large shipments of this fertilizer are now
being made from Charleston to Northern
porte, and which might bs manufsctured
here, and sold cheaply to enrich the poor
lands of our own Btate,
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,

I invite your attention to Section 9,
Article 10, of the Constitution, which
dirccts the General Assembly to provide
for the establishment of an Agricultural
College, upon the basis set forth in an Act
of Congress of July 2, 1862, providiag for
the endowment of Agricultural Colleges
in the several States. The act provides
that each State and Territory shall receive
thirty thousand (80,000) _acres” of public
land scrip for each Senator and Represen-
tative that it may have in Congress
Under its provisions South Carolina will
bo entitled to eleven hundred and twen ty-
five pieces (1125) of 160 acres each, rep-
resenting one hundred and eighty thousand
(180,000) acres af public land, warth in
the markel at prosent about one dollar per
acre, or one hundred and eighty thousand:
(180,000)tdollars,

This scrip may ba located in any State
or Territory having public lands subject to
sale, at ona dollur and twenty-five cents
(#1.25) per ncre. This act also providos
that the money arising from the sale of
such scrip “shall be invested by the State
in public stocks, at not less than five (5]
per cent. interest, and the interest shall be
apgropriated for tho establishinent of at
least one college, where the leading object
shall be, without excluding scientific and
classical atudies, or military tactics, to teach
such branches as are related to agricultare
and the mechaoic arts.’”
BTATE DOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND EMI~
GRATION
A colebrated statesman has observed
that “Agricultu.e feeds us; ina great
weasure it clothes us: without it we could
not have manufactures, and we shou'd not
have commerce; they will stand together,
but they will stand togethet like pillars, the
largest in the ceotre, and that is agricul-
ture.  Agriculture is, indeed, the life of a
nation—its very exiatence, depanding upon
the annusl production of its soil. In view
of the vital importance of this subjeot, and
of the vast amount of aralls land in the
Btate now lying wild and fallow, or at best
poorly cultlvated, I respect fully suggest the
passage of an act oreating a State Board
of Agriculture and Emigration, to consist
of at least three capable persons, ope of
whom should be a practical chemiat.
This Board should be charged with the
duty of investigating and making known
to the entire country the agricultural re-
sources ol the State, and should be re-
quired to make an annual report to the
Legislature, embady the resalts of their
labors, and recdmmend such improvements
as they may deem necessary in the system
of cultivation now -practiced among our
people, and such improved agricultural
machinery as to them may seem most
‘proper, together with the value and mode
of using fertilizers, They should also set
forth thie attractions that our soil and cli-
mate and mineral resources offer to the
thrifty s griculturists, mechanics and miners
of our Northern States, and to those of
Europe. They should also present tables
showing the cost of living, the ratesof
wages, ithe number and cluss’ of mechanica
needed in the several counties, and the
price of land, and the te*ms upon which
it can be rented. Their report shofild be
farnjshied to the trades unions of this coun-
try sud Europe. i
This information, i properly distributed,
will, 1 feel mssured, start a tide of emigra-
tion that will flow into and greatly enrlch
the State, The German and French
grape-growers will fladin our nppér tier of |
counties a soil and climate as genial to the
grape os their own vine-clad hills, being
precisely on the same purallel of latitude
as the great wine making distrio's of Spain
end Portugal. The Swede aud the Dane
will find- ample scope and verge for their
talents for mining in our gold apd lead
regions, while’ even the Xollander may
exercise bis cunning in draining the marsh
lands-of our.low cotutry, which he may
got almost for the asking. Our rivers
abounding with noble falls, are running to
waste, when they should resound with the
hhn_of [hom.udaﬂ' bﬂl’ lz‘nd'ﬂ. u“
 invite the mapulactarer of the North, who
will flud labor among us abundant sund
ebesp, and may look from his own door
upom flolds white mith the cotton that sup-
ples his mill. . - i
.. > According to.4)e . sighth- ocensus of the.
United States, therd weors-sine bandrad and

‘Bogth Curolina at the “closs of the year
{3800, bullk af s'0ons_of twenty.two’ mill-
dams. ibres handied and eighty-Give. thou-
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interest on $1,000,000; .

sighty-seven. (987) miles -of railrond in |-

make them exclusively the molive power,
The same gentleman, in the winter of
1829, made the drawings of the first
American steam locomotive, ealled ihe
“Best Friend,"” which was planned by Mr,
E. L. Miller, of Charleston. Upon the
Charleston and Hamburg Road was in-
troduced in 1881, for the first time on any
railroad in the world, the important ar-
rangement of two four (4) wheeled trucks
for locomotives and long passenger cars,

Tho facts here stated are desigued (o
show that the State has naver beon want-
ing in men of mechanical genius, with the
capacity to achieve the greatost enterpri=
ses, if properly encouraged. South Caro-
[ lina, alihough the first to iniliate a railway
system, bas prosecuted it to a very limited
extent, compared with the domands of Ler
commerce and the resources of her soil.
The fucility with which railroads can be
built in this State is evidenced by the fact
that the railroads of South Carolina have
cost in their construction lais per mile 8
than any of equal length in the Uhnited
States. I would recommend the fostering
of these great and beneficent public en-
terprises by the State, so far as may be
consistent with the proper” maintenance of
other important public interests. Al the
samo Lime that railroad corporations should
be generously, but Jjudiciously, fostered,
yet suitable laws should be enacted to reg-
ulate their tariff of charges for freights
aod passengers, or otherwise ibey may
oppress all classes by their excessive rates,
and check the trado and enterprise of the
poople.

Railroads are the main arteries of com~
merce. They stimulate production by
bringing the market within ensy reach of
the producer. They give an impelos to
every branch of trade, whils they promote
unity and good will among great popula-
lione, by enabling them to circulate freely
among each other, I would especially
recommend that the Stateshould furnish
all the ald that it can expediently for the
tpeedy completion of the Blue Ridge Ruil-
road, The importance of that road to the
people of the 3tate at largs cannot well be
ovor-estimated. Starting at Anderson
Courthouse as a prolongation of the wes-
terly branch of the Greenville and Colum-
bia Railroad, it will {raverse portions of
the Counties of Anderson and Pickens,
and of the States of Georgia, Nortl Car-
olina apd Tennessee, baving its western
tarmious at Knoxville, whence it will have
connections with Chattancogs, the great

will also connect at Kooxville with roads
ruoniog direct to Louisville, Kentucky,
and Cincinoati, Obio, The entire length
of the road will be one hundred and nine-
ty-six miles, of which fily-two miles lie
within the limits of South Carolina, Thir-
ty-four (34) miles of this distance have
been finished, and are now in running or-
der from Anderson to Walhalla, ;

“The Blue Ridge Railroad Compsny in
South Carolina” was chartered by the Leg-
islature of this State in 1852 ; but unte-
ward eventsy among them the alleged bad
faith of the first contractors, have praven—
ted the prosecution of the work upon it,

The total amount thus fur” expended on
the road is three millions two hundred and
fifty thousand (£3,250,000) dollats. The
additional amount required to complete it
is stated by the. President of the road at
three millions five bundred thousand ($3,-
500,0Q0) dollars. This increased estimate
of cost per mile ovér that portiod already
constructed is due to the heavy smougt of
tunpelling that will be required in gotting
through the Blue Ridge. “Tha Btate now
owas stack in'this road ‘to the amougt of
ove milfion three hundfed aud ten thou-
sand ($1,810,000) dollars. ;~ '

The present bonded debt of the compa.
ny is slated at two hundred “and | thirty
thousand dollars (8280,000,)° sesured by a
mortgage on the réad and its *running
stock. Mr. J. W. Harrison, President of
the Compauy, states, in &' recent report
that he has - misde of ihs “eondition’ and
prospects of the Blue Ridge Riilroad Com-
pany, that “all that s’ expected of the
Btate Is that ehe shall gesrantes the bonds
of the company for, saylog three millions
of dollars to ba_issued in such sums and
at such times as the progress of the work
wmay require.- And that  the State shall
provide for the paymant of the interest on
the bonds while the road is - being buils.
For example, the company could perbaps
expend one million of dollars; a year, for
three year, {n whioh time tbe rosd osn be
completed: The . State would provide for
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