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FORMER ASSISTANT WAR

SECRETARY AND OTHER

BIG OFFICIALS NAMED

i!v tmi: assih iatlu rni:s
WASHINGTON, Dec. 30-Be- nedict Crowell, former assistant

Secretary cf War, and six other wartime officials of the War De-

partment were charged today in an indictment returned by special
Federal grandjury here with conspiracy to d the government
and with delaying and defeating the administration of law.

The seven defendants were said by the jury to have participated
unlawfully in the award of contracts let by the government during
the war and after the armistice, involving expenditures totalling hun
Jreds of millions of dollars and in which some of their number had

pecuniary interest.
Those named as conspirators with Mr. Crowell were:
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