'-,

b5 amgand

’
I

il

M
1

A i W A -

7P

i

INDEPENDENT

Gunner Depew

Albert N Depew e

Coprright, 1018, by Reilly snd Britton Co., Through Bpeclal Arrangeent With the George Matihew Adams Bervica

e Ex-Gunner and Chief Petty Officer, U.5. Navy R .
Member of the Foreign Legion of France

n Gun Turret, French Battleship Cassard -

Winner of the Croix de Guerre

CHAPTER XIX—Continued,
e T
Y noticed that all the time he was|

Lad o stove in the center, & good stove
and a big one, but at first it was of
no use to us, because the Germans

wyriting the word and giving us tlmr would not give us coal or wood for it.

gtutionery, the senfry wus laughing |

But after shivering for a while, we be-

and having a great time with his own | gun ripping the boards out of the bar-

little self, but I fizured he was Jnst
acting German, and that nothing was
Swportnnt aboot it

We were all tickled to denth to gﬁtl

& clinnee to let cur people know where |
we were, and ench man thought n|
pong time about what he wounld say, |
and who he would write to, before he
ever sturted to write. Each man want- |
ed to say all he could ia the small
space he had, and we wanted to let1
eur friends know how badly they were
treating us without =saying it In so
many words, because we knew the
Huns would eensor the letters, and it
would go hard with anyone who com-
plained much, So most of the men
pald they were huving a great time
and were treated very well, and spread
it on so thick that their friends would
8gure they were lying because they

racks, and taking the dividing boards
from the benches that we used for
bed's

Later, they gave each of us a mat-
tress filled with wood shavings, and a
blanket that was about as wirm as a
pane of glass. The mattresses were
placed on the ground in the barracks,
which were very damp, and after three
or four days, the shavings would Dbe-
gin to rot and the mattresses to smell,
In order to-keep warm we slept as
close together as we could, which
caused our various diseases to spread
rapidly.

When we were recelving our rations,
the sentrles would offer us nn extra
ratlon if we would tuke a Insh from
thelr belts, We were g0 hungry that
many and many a man would go up
and take a swat In any part of his

bad to.
One fellow had an Idea that was |
metter than that, though, He had been

ta juil in Portsmouth, England, for

tihree months, for beatlng up a con-
ialle, und he had had o pretty rnu;_:h[
me, So he wrote o pul of his that
e had been captured by the fnr,

muaus; but that everything was golng |
along pretty well. In faef, he sald, |
the only other trip lie had ever been
en, where he had u bettei time, was
the three months' wvecation he hod
spent In Portsmouth two yeurs before, |
which he thought ilie friend would re-
member, He sald that trip wos bet-
ter than this one, o the friend could
fizure out for himself how pleasant

this one wis, Everybody thought this
wis @ grent {den, but unfortunately |
mot all of us had been in Jull, 80 we
eould not all use it. Which was just
as well, we thought, because the Ger-

amans wonld be suspicions if all of us

compured this vacution with others,
A few of the men did rot have any-
boily they could write to, and gome did

ot koow their friends' addresses, so
they would write letters to friends of
the other men, and sign it with the
friend’s nickname,.

As soon as a man had finished his
letter, he had to go out to the center
of the camp, where they had bullt a
ralsed platform. There the sentries
took the letters, and the men formed
around the square. There were offi-
cers on the platform reading the let-
ters, We thought they read them
there in the open, before us, so that
we would know they were not tnmper-
Ing with the letters, and we thought
the heaven wonld fall if they were
getting so unkultured as that,

Finally, all the men had finished
their letters and turned them over to

boidy from the heavy leather belts
with brass tongue and buckle, just to
pet o little more “shadow" soup or
barley coffee or mud bread.

One morning the gentries picked out
ten men from our barracks, of which
|' X was one, and drilled us over a field
near the kuche, There wns a large
tank in the field and we had to pump
water into it. Tt was very cold, and
we were wenk and sick, 8o we would
fall one after another, not earing
whether we ever got up or not, Fritz
would smash those who fell with lis
rifle butt. We asked for gloves, be-
eause our hands were freezing, but all
we got wns "Nichts”

After we had been there for about
an hour and a half, one of our men
bhecime very sick, so that I thought
he was golng to die, nnd when he fell

over, I reported it to a sentry, The
sSeNtTY « » over, saw him lying In
the snow, welled, ¥“Sehweln, nicht

krank!" grabbed him by the shoulder,
and pulled him all the way aecross the

mander. Then he was placed In the
puard house, where he: remalned for
two danys. The next thing we knew,
the Russlans had been ordered to
make a box, and were being marched
to the guard house to put him in it
and bury him.

Another thing at XNeustreiitz, that
was pretty hard to stand, was the pret-
tr habit the Huns had of coming up
to the barbed wire ond teasing us as
though we were wild animals in a
cage,  Sometimes there would be
crowdls of people lined along the wire
throwing things st us, and epitting,
end having & great time cenerally. It
wag harder than ever when a family
party would arrive, with vater and
mutter, and maybe pgrosvater and

the officers, who read them, And then
we gaw why the senfry lnughed,

The officers tore up every one of the
tetters, They were anxious that we |
would see them do it, 80 none of us
would have any hope that our frirth.
would get word,

But we sald to ourselves that, if it |
was (nformantion they wanted, they had
w9 much as was good for them, which
wis none at all, because 1 do not think
wne letter in the buneh hnd a single
wovd of teath In 1. But we were all
very angry and pretty low after that,
because it showed the Hons still had
plenty of kultur left, after i), and we

| kinder,

| boobs they were,

groemutter, and all the little Boche
bhecause, as you probably
know, the Germans take food with
them whenever they go on a party,
no matter what kind, and they would
stand there and stare at us like the
eqting all the tima
—and we so hungry that we could
have eaten ourselves, almost. Afler
they had stared a while, they would
begin to feel more at home. and then

und the “schwelnhund” sangerfes!, and
ther would have a great time generals
Iy. Probably, when they got home,
they would strike off o medal for
themselves in honor of the visit,

Enew thore was rough sledding ahend
of us, Also, some of the men were
sore hepnuse thoy had wasted thelr
time thinking up different ways of tip- |
ping thelr friends off to the real state
of affairs, and all for nothing, Why
thiey should worry ubout time, I eould
not sec. Time was the only thing we

had plenty of, and I for one, thought |
We wore going to have still more of it.

Going buek to the barracks we tried
to sing “Pack Up Your Troubles,” but
there was not much pep In if,. We
were not downhearted, though: at
leust, we sald we were not,

CHAPTER XX.
Kultur—the Real Stuff.

Ns-uzalr(.’l.tlz was mainly for Russinn
prisoners, and there were neither Brit-
1sh nor French soldiers intorned there
-—only sailors of the merchunt marine
such a8 the men I was with, The
Russians were given far worse trent-
ment #han any other prisoncers, This
was for two reasons, a8 near as I could
make out. One was that the Russian
womdd stand most anything, whereas
the Britlsh and French could only be
goaded to a certaln polnt, and beyond
that lay trouble, The other reason
wns that the Russinns sent German
prisoners to Siberia, or ut least, so the
Huns thought, and I 'tz hates the
eold. 8o, hating the Luesians, and
renlizing that they were used to be-
Ing underdlogs, Fritz picked on them
and bullled them fn a4 way that the
rest of us would not have stood. We
would kave rushed them and gone
west with bayonets first,

The barracks were made of spruce,
4nd were about nlnety feet long and
dwenty-five feet wide and you ecen

Then, too, there were alwiys Hun

soldiers on leave or off duty, who maede

We Hud Our Choice of Standing Up
and Dying, or Falling Down and Be-
ing Killed.

it a point to poy us a visit, and though
I do not think they were as bad as the
civvies, especially the women, they
were bnd enough.

We had one bucket in each barracks,
and ns these buckets were used for

dake It fromm me that as earpomters,
whoever made them were flne farm-
ars, There were cracks in them that
u epuld defve po ax tomobile throngh,
n we yerp thers, each barracks

hoth washing and drinking, they were
always dirty. We bolled the water
when we washed the clothes, to get
rid of the eooties, and that Jeft a
settling in It that looked just like red
lead. /e had to get the water from

fleld to the office of the camp com-|

would start the throwing and spiiting |

a hydrant outside of the h:ura(:ks.

for a while we drank It. But
severnl of the boys had gone

and we could not figure out whr,‘
man told us he thought the water was
poisoned, and a Russian doctor, who
was o prisoner, slipped us word abont
it also. So, after that, very few of
ue drank water from the hydrant. 1
was geared stiff at first, because I had
had some of the water, but after ﬂu)
I did not touch hydrant water. 2

It wns a good thing for us that
there wans always plenty of snow in
Germany, and even luckier that the
Huns dld not shoot us for eating it
It was about the only thing they did
not deprive us of—it was not verbom.

I thought I knew what tough coatles
were, in the trenches, but they were '
regular mollycoddles compared to the
pets we had in the prison camps. After
we bolled our clothes we would be
free from them for not more thun tiwo |
hours, and then they would come
back, with re-enforcements, thirsting
for vengeance,

The camp at Neustrelitz was sor
rounded by big dogs, which were kept
just ountside the barbed wire. We had
them golng all the time. Every once
in a while, some fellow would make
an awful racket, and the next thing
we knew, there was Fritz eoming Hke
a shof, with musket at his hip, just
ug they carry tliem in a chg rge, fnd
blowing whistles at each other until
they were blue In the face. When-
ever they thought some one was es-

ever snw them run, except when the
Forelgn Legion was on their heels |
at Dizmude,

When they got up fo the aingq,. they
would first talk to them and then kick
them, and after that, they \muld rest
their rifles on the wire and yell
“Zuruck!” at us., We all enjoyed this
innocent pastime very much, and we
were glad they had the dogs, |

There were some things the Huns
did that you just could not expliin,
For instance, one of the Russifins
walked out of the kuche, a8 wa ‘Were
passing, and we heard a b
the Russian keeled over and Went
west, Now, we had not done amyEhing
and the other Russians-

never had any trouble, They jus
Idlled him, and that is all there was to
it. But not one of us could figure
out why.

After we had been at Neustrclitz
far three weeks, they drilled us out of
the cump to a rallway station, and
stood us in the snow for four hours
walting for the traln. We were ex-
hausted and began falling, one by
one;, and each time one of us fell, the
sentries would yell, “Nicht krankf®
and give us the rifle butt, We had
our cholce of standlng up and dylog
or falling down and belng killed, and
it wus a fine cholce to have to mukes

The cars finally pulled in, and as
usuul, the windows were gmashed, the
| doors open, and the compartments just
packed with enow, YWhen we suw this,
we knew we were golng to get worse
trentment, even, than we had been
getting, and many of us wanted to dies
It had not been unusual for some of
the men to tell the Germans to shoot
them too, and it seems as though It
was alwnys a man who wonted to live
who did get 1t and went west,
| However, all of us nearly got killed
when we reached Wittenberg, When
the train stopped there, we saw a big
wagonlond of sllced bread on the sta-
tion platform and we all stared gt it
We stood It a8 long as we could, and
then we made a rugh for it, Dut when
we got nearer, we snw thint there svere
four sentries guarding it and four
women issuing it out to the Cerman
goldiers. They would not glve us any,
of course.

S0 we stood nround and watclied the
Huns eat it, while they and the women
laughed at us, and pretended that
they were starving and would gronn
and rub their stomachs and ' 8uy,
“Nichts zu essen,” to ench othery and
then grab a big hunk of bread gnd
ent It, Whnt we did not say to them
was very litle Indeed. We were ger-
tainly wild If any men ever were.

Then gome of us sald we were
ing to get some of that. bread if Wwe
went west for it, So we started n
fight, and while they were attending to
some of us, the others grabbed and hid
all the bread they could. They rousted
us back into the ears and wé ;
Just starting to divide up the hread
when they canght us with it and
it away. We were wilder than éw
then, hut we could not do anythings

It got colder after we left Wi
berg, and the snow blew into the &
through the windows and doors umt
we were afraid to sleep for feng® of
freezing, It was the worst nl 1
have ever seen, and the coal Bunkers
on the Yarrowdnle seemed like a pale
ace compared to the compartmant

In the ghip, while {n the train we ¢ '_'t‘: g
not move at all, and were packed so

close that we could not even h
our legs and nrms. Some of 1)
did die, but not In my comparBaent,

though most of us were f e

about the face, ' F e
We thought that night would,

end, but d’.camo fnally,

caplng, they ran twice as fast #8 I/

21 ‘md |

f t seemed to get colder ask colder, we.

¢ pot mind #t so much. At about
| sleven that morning, we arrived at a

' [ place called Minden and saw & prison

| comp there—just a stocknde near the
trueks with the boys out In the open.
| We waved to them, and they waved
| back and gave a cheer-oh or two. We
| felt sorry for them, beenuse we knew
1 we were not going to thut camp, and
from what little we saw, we knew we
could not be golng to & worse place

¥ | than they were In. I shall never fore

get Minden, because it was here that I
recelved the only clgarette I had while

'1 1 was in Germany.

Minden is quite a rallway center, 1
guess, and when we pulled into the
| depot, we saw muany troops golng to
the front or coming back, As at all
important German railway stations,
there wags a Red Cross booth on the
platform, with German glrls handing
out barley coffee and other things to
the German soldlers, I saw a large
shanty on the plutform, with a Red
Cross painted over the door. I saw
the girls glving barley coffee to the
goldiers, and I thought 1 would have
a try at it and at least be polite
enough to give the girla a chance of
refusing me. I wns refuged all right,
but they were so nasty about it that I
put down my head and let something
slip. I do not remember just what it
[ was, but it was not very compliment-
ary, I guess. Anyhow, I did not think
anyone pear there understood Ens
lish, but evidently some one heard -

The First and Last Cigarette.

who did, for I got an awful boot thail
landed me {en or twelve feet away.
I fell on my hands and knees, and

LAabout 8 yard away I saw a :
behaved himself, worked hard ahd Had| stub. I dived Tor it ke mm
ust| on a football, and when 1 came up

that stub was safely In my pocket.
And it stayed there uutil I reached
Dulmen and had a chance to light It
behind the barracks., If any of the
other men had smclled real tobacco,
they would probably have murdered
meo, nnd I could not have blamed them
for it ;

That was the first and last clgarette
I got In Germaony, and you can be
lieve me when I say that I enjoyed
it, There was not much to it, but 1
smolked it until there was not enough
left to hold in my mouth, and then 1
used what was left and mixed it with
the bark that we made clgarettes oul
of. Incidentally, this bark was great
stuff, I do not know what kind of
tree it was from, but It served the
purpose. Whenever a fellow wanted
to smoke and lt one of these bark
clgarettes, a few puffs were enough
He did not want to smoke ngain for
some time afterward, and like as not,
he did not want to eat elther. They
were therefore very valuable,

It is very hard to get matches in
the camps, and when any prisoner
does get hold of one, it is made to last
a long time. Here Is how we make o
match last. Some one gives up the
glooye of his cont, and the match is
carefully lit, and the coat sleeve
burned to a erisp, Then we take n
button from our coats—the Dbuttons
are brnss with two holes in them—
pass a shoestring through the holes,
knot the ends, and with the button in
the eenter of the string, buzz It around
as you have seen boys do, with the
string over both huands, moving the
hands together and apart until the
button revolves very fast,

We then put a plece of flint against
the erisped eloth, and buzz the button
agalnst It untll a spark makes the
erisp glow, and from this we would
lght our bark elgarettes. I do nol
think any man in the world could in-
hale one of these burk clgnarettes:
some of us tried and went right to
sleep.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Cure for Tubgrculosis Claimed,

An Itallnn physician, Prof. Domenlco
Lo Monaco, announces that he has
evolved a remedy for consumption.
The base of his discovery lies in his
finding that sugar applied to the bron-
chial secretlons caused the disappear-
ance not only of the secretions but of
tubercle bacilll as well. The Impor-
tance of this Hes in that the bronchial
secretion is held to be a necessary ve-
hlcle for the existence and growth of
consmmption germs.

Joined the Army.

A private In the quuctermaster's
corps at Cump Plke decided that he
would sooner be In a more active
brench of the service, so asked for and
recelved a transfer to the artillery.
After bidding him good-by, his bunk-
mate hung a service flag with one star
In front of their barracks, On being
neked what It all meant he said: “‘Our
Joe has Joined the lnl;_."_

WI]H[I] NEEDS FO0D

Demand Makes Opportunity for
' Returning Soldiers.

Thousands WIIl See Glorious Possl
bilities in Settlement of Avail-
able Farm Land in This Coun~
try and In Canada.

The war is over, peace will soon be
slgned, the fighting nations have
sheathed their swords, und the day of

reconstruction has come.

What of it?

Hundreds of thousands of men,
taken from the fields of husbandry,

| from the ranks of labor, from the four

walls of the counting house, and the
confines of the workshop, taken from
them to do thelr part, their large part,
In the prevention of the gpollation of
the world, and in the meantime re-
moved from the gear of common every-
day life, will be returning, only to find
In many cuses old positions filled, the
machinery with which they were for-
merly attached dislocated.

Are they to become nlnless wander-
ers, with the ultimate possibllity of
augmenting an army of menacing
loafers? 1f they do it Is becnuse thelr
ability to mssist fn laying new fonnda-
tions, In building up much-required
? | structures, is underestimated, Men
who fought as they fought, who risked
and faced dangers as they did, are not
of the caliber likely to flinch when It
comes to the restoration of what the
¢nemy partially destroyed, when It
comes to the reconstruction of the
world, the idenls of which they had in
view when they took puart in the great
struggle whose divine purpose was to
bring about this reconstruction.

Inured to toll, thoughtless of fatigue,
trained In Initiative and hardened by
their outdoor existence, they will re-
turn better and stronger men, boys will
have matured and young men will have
developed.

They will declde for  themselves
lines of action and thought, and whut
thelr future should and will be. On
the fleld of battle they developel
alertness and wisdom, and they will
return with both shedding from every
pore,

Action was thelr wontchword, and It
will stand them *n good stead now that
the din of the battle no longer ringa
in their ears, or the zero hour signnls
them to the fray, and It will continue
during their entire existence.

But If they return to find thelr old
avocations gone, thelr places filled,

‘the institutions with which they were

connected no lopger existing, new
walks of life and employment must be

counting house,
workshop will have lost their attrac-
tion. The returned soldler will look
elsewhere for employment; within his
rench there is always the “Forward-
to-the-Land” necessity. In this lles
the remedy that will not only take care
of n multitude of those who may not
he able to return to thelr former occu-
pntions, whose desires are not to do so,
whose health prohibits them from In-
door life or whose outdoor habits from
the past one, two, three or four years
have given them such a taste and de-
gire for it that confinement would be
unbearable, Farm life will thus ap
peul to them, and the indications are
that it will be taken advantage of by
thousands. It means much to them as
well as to the continent of America
that provides the opportunity to the
world at Targe, and to the stricken and
famished nations of Europe, who, not
only today, but for years to come, will
require the sustenance that can only
largely he supplled by the Unlted
States and Canadn. By following the
pursuit of agriculture the returned sol-
dier will continue the cause he so
greatly advanced when fighting on the
field of battle, Both countries have
undeveloped areas yet open to settie-
ment.

There is little need here to direct
aitentlon to the wealth that has come
to the farmers of Canada within the
past few years, It Is not only in grain
growing that unqualified and almost
unequaled suceess has followed honest
effort, but the rpising of horses, cattle,
sheep nod hogs has been 4 lnrge source
of profit, These are facts that are
well known to the many friends and
acquaintinces of the thousands of
farmers {rom the United States who
have acquired wenlth on the prairiea
of Western Connda, Farma of from
one hundred and sixty to six hundred
and forty neres of the richest sol) may
be secured on regsonnble terms, and
with nn excellent climate, with a
school system equal to any in the

world, and desirable soclal conditions, |

little else could be asked.

Canadlan statesmen are today buslly
engaged plunning for the future of the
returned soldier with a view to making
him independent of state help after the
immediate necessary assistance has
been granted, the maln idea belog to
ghow In the fullest degree the coun-
try’s appreciation of the services he
hns rendered. .

But now that the war 18 ended, and
the fact appoarent that of all avoea-
ticns the most profitable and Independ.
ent is that of the farmer, there will be
a strong desire to secure farm lands
for cultivation. Canada offers the op-

.| portunity to those seeking, not as spec-

ulation but as production. The deep-
esl Interest is taken by Federnl and
Provineinl anthorities to further the
welfare of the farmer and seccure a
maximum return for his efforts, Large
sums of money are spent In eduoca-
tional’ and experimental work. En-
gaged on experimental and demon-
stration farms, and In the agricultural
colleges, are men of the highest tech-
nieal knowledge and practical expe-

rience, some being pmtémn at
ternational  repuiation, Wu
of experiments and tests are ‘nod
avallable to all.  Educational oppor-
tunities for farmers are the coucern.
of the government and ‘approcintion
s shown by the number of farmers
who attend the free courses,
Agriculture In Canada has reached
a high standird, notwithstandiog
which lands are low in price,

Thus upon the United States and
Cannda for many years will rest tha
great burden of feeding the world.
With free iuterchange of travel, difi-
culties of crossing and recrossing re-
moved, Canada may look for a speedy
resumption of the large influx of set-
{lers from the United States which
prevailed previous te the war. Dur-
ing the war period there was.a drend
of something, no one seemed to know
what, If the American went to Can-
ada he might be conscripted, put in
prison, or in his attempt to cross
the border he would meet with innu-
merahle difficalties, . most  of . which,
of course, was untrue. These un-
truths were circulated for a purpose
by an element, which, It was discov-
ered, had an interest In fomenting
and ecreating trouble and distrust be-
tween two peoptes whose language
and alms in life shopld be anything
but of an unfriendly character. The
draft law of the United States, adopt-
ed for the carrying out of the high
purposes had in view by the United
States, kept muny from going to Can-
ada during the period of the war, The
citizen army of the United States
wags quickty mobilized, and contalned
a large percentuge of the young men
from the farms. In this way mnny
were prevented from going to Cone
ada, -

That is all aver now. There are
no real or Imaginary  restrictlons;
there I8 no draft law to interfere.
On the contrary, thers (s an un-
fathomahle depth of good feeling. and
the long-existing fricndship is strong-
er than ever, This has heéen brought
ahout by the knowledge of whnt hng
been done In the recent great strug-
agle, ench vylng with the other In
giving credit for what wns accom-
plished, In theught and feeling, In
language, In alms in life, in work, in
desire to buolid up a new world, there
has been bred a kinship which Is ag
mdissnluble as time [tsell.—Adver-
tisement.

Men of Iron.

Capt, BEdward Beck of South Bend,
Ind., at present in Franee with the
bluck Senegalese troops, recently
wrote home concerning them,

“They are just like our own ¢ol-
ored troops,” he writes, “"No wonder
they're grent fighters, They never
feel any pain. They remind me of &
colored luborer in South Bend. One

of n bullding dropped some m
on It
faet, he hadn't felt a thing.
mason dropped a brick,

“Crash!

“When the brick hit his hend the
colored man looked up st the masop
Innguidly :

“‘Look out whar you'slls done drop-
pin' dut mortar, he said.”

So the

Had Its Drawbacks.

Mra, Carter’s maid had been married
three months, and she was visiting at
her former mistress' house,

“Well, Emma,"” asked Mrs, Carter,
“how de you like being married?”

“Oh, it's flne, ma'am, getting mar
ried; yes'm. it's fine,” replied Bmma
“But lor, ma'am.” she added, “nin't it
tedions?" '

Some men make opportunities for
others to tnke advantage of.

In{luenza and klndred _
diseases start withacold.

Don't trifle with it.
At the first shiver or
sneeze, take

,e,\l;q,
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