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taught the great majority of Americans
that it is safe in time of war to place
reliance only on weapons of tried va-
ine.

As late as a year ago a general be-
lief pervaded the country that an Edi-
son or a Tesla could in twenty-four
hours’ time devise a scheme wherehy
the mavies of the world, if need
would be swept off the of the
oeean. The war came and passed away
without the single addition of a
:'. weapon. From beginning to end
' tions were fought out on the good old
line of powder and ball. Rifles were
used the same as in the revolutionary
period, only in ihis last war it was a
case of guns capalfle of muzzle velocity
of 2,400 foot seconds as compared with
the 900 foot seconds veloeity of earlier
day weapons.

The artillery of to-day differed from
former pieces only in detail. Breech-
loaders were amployed possessing the
) powen of imparting extraordinarily

high velocities to shells, while the
carriages and appurtenances generally
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were more lightly constructed, and
capable of withstanding heavier
strains. On board ship the artillery

emplayed " was mounted on the same

prineiples which held good one hun-
' dred years ago.
| The guns of today are merely a de-
velopment of earlier pieces, They are
able to develop in their shells a greater
energy of impact at the end of a flight,
and the range possibilities have been
extended, but underlying all are the
same rules of service and of mounting
that were in vogue in Nelson's time.
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