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INTERVIEWING LI HUNG CHANG.

(By the Editor.)

The capture of Wel-hai-Wel early in

| February, 1855, ended the Chinese cam-
paign i Marshal Uyama's army and

permitied the war correspondents to

: get a breathing spell. Having lived for

] weeks snore rations, vainly Lry.nk

. to keep warm and subject to the al-
most aunlly perils of the skirmish line

! or the battlefield, we of the fourth es-

| tate longed for the fleshpois of Japan,

o we went theres, all except my per-

sonal comrade, Cowen, of the London

1 Tines. « Lo had slipped away to Che-

| foo on 1. M. 8B, Porpolse to get an in-
terview with some white men who hal

gerved China In the war, =o It fell 0

1 Lagari Le Temps, O'Shea of ihe

' New Yourk Herald, Ward of the Pall

1 Mall Cazette and myselt to make the

e journe; across the Yellow Sea togeth-
L% or. Ve steamed out of Wei-hai-Wel
s bay ou February 22nd. Thirty war-
$ ! ships, Includirg the U. 8. 8, Chariles-
] ton lay there and these, with forty
transports, were bright with American

flags in honor of Washington’s birth-

1 day. Explod.ng dynamite under cap-

tured forts made a grand salute.
Arrivirng In Japan the correspondencs

scattered. 1 went to Horoshima, the
e thengujlistary base of the empire, 1o ar-
i ~range to make the Peking excursion
i with the lmperial Guard. Meanwhile
: Li Hung Chang had started for Japan
: to try aund get a treaty of peace. It
- looked as if he might succeed. Meeting
Miyofl o, Secretary General of tne
Imperiei Cabinet, who had special
charge of [ore.gn War corrvspoll-
: dents, | nzked him about the prospects.
We had been rather confidential in tae
PREL W o Lat advice he gave me 1
generally wed, This time his (oun-
ge]l was dsapponting. “*Don't leave
with the armmy.” he said. "Let the ¢ih-
er men g0 If they want to, but you wast
here, 11 il all come right, 3ub-reza,
pnow, we are going to make peace ani
the army w.ll probably get no further
than Puit Arthur. While the other fel-
lows are there looking at the landscape
you can be attending the peace con-
ference.”’
£o 1 settled down in an inn in Hi-
roshima and waited. LI Hung Chang
arrived at Sfhimonosekl, the town at
the wesiern end of the Inland Sea,
where the negotiators were to sit. Lit- |
tle news cane from there and so far /|
had failed to get word from Ito. But
on the night of March 24th I was
awakened by a messenger who brought
the following curious but exciting let-
ter from o member of the general stail:
Dear Sir: 1 beg to Inform you that 1
have just now regeived a telegram say-
ing that His Excellency, LI Hung Chang,
was fired from a pstol by an individual
named Koyama and got a wound on his
fach. The poor fellow s arrested at once.
This extravrdianl event took place on
the Chinese Minister on his way home
frem the meeting place this evening.
His Imperial Jupanese Majesty s ex-
ceadingly alarmed and sent 1o the Chinese |
Minister SBurgeon CGeneral Ishaguro and
Batow, to attend on him at once,
The warsh p Yayeyama would be ment
tomorrow morning for the protection of
Chingse sh'ps In Shimonsek!.

: Yours very truly, MURATA.

: There was no more sleep that night.
The next afternoon 1 must be where
the news vus developing. And sum
news! Li MHung Chang shot deaplie |
the sunctay of his diplomatic mission.
Perhajes e thought of that Lthe other

R day wren a Chirese mob struck down
the envoyx at Peking., the Japanese

! Minister among the rest.

i On reachitg shimwonosekl it was

i’ learned that while the aged Viceroy

i wWas going through the narrow sireeta,

i i borne v (s revan chair, & Juapanese
coolie had gprung in front of the ¢s-

cort arnd Lred at him point blank. The

est nan of China—whom General
Grant Lad called a stronger statesman
than Gladstore or Bismarck—he lay
on a lourge gurrounded by several fat
mandarins attired like himself, in mag-
nificent furs and silks, There were Eu-
ropean chu.rs about and in the corner
! was a caropied bed with an alr mat-

l'J" tress. Fervants were near with lotions
< ol and one krelt by the wounded man's
g side hoiding a great pipe Lo his lips.

Li's sor, 1urd LI, and his American
secrelary. Mr. Pethick, made me wel-

come: the Viceroy motioned to a chair
and the Interview began,

Ld Hurg CbLang has peculiar notions
about interviewing. That Is to say, he
answers no gquestions, but fills in the
time by putting them. Occasionally he
shows & coervive dsposition. Some
weeks before he went to Shimonosek! |
the old statesman sent word to the Pe-
king correspondent of the London
publication. The correspondent called
and found Li in a furious temper, *I
want to know, sir,” sald the statesman,
“what you newspaper men mean by
writing about Japanese viotories. There
are no Japanese victories”

“You are mistaken,” was the calm re-
ply of the journalist. “There have
been nothing but Japanese victories in
this war.”

“That Is false,” shouted the Viceroy.
“You know it s false. Our armies
may have had small reverses now and
then, but nothing more. You people
continually Invent stories of Japanese
victories, and must stop it.”

“Did I understand His Excellency to
use the word ‘must? " asked the Times
correspondent of the interpreter, *“He
a1a.”

“Well. then, tell him that the foreign
correspondents at this capital are not
accustomed to receive orders from any
Chinese nfficlal touching the manner in
which they ghall perform their dutles.
Furthermore tell him this interview (s
closed.” With that the Englishman
turned his broad back upon the Viceroy
and left the room. The next day he

commcrt.lal AdVC[llSCf ;t.‘.”.m g was aflability

| jacket of fur that looked like scalskin |
. and h.s legs were covered with a bro- |

‘about his

ball kad su.usl ed the left <lass of lia
spectacies ard lodged in the cheex-

bone. Ll llurg Chang was then Lut-

rled to tbe temple, which had besn p=- |
signed him for quarters and was lyving
there witil d prospects of reovery

Because of the sad affair Chiny haad
been granted an armistice of “hree
weeks— a request for one having jre-

viously been refused,

The vjen sesame to LI Hung Chane's
slck rocin was hard to get, but Joan W.
Foster who was in Shimonoss=ki as
counsel [or the Chinese Governmest,
spoke the magic word and all Jdoors
swung wildeiy. When I met e great-

.

recelved an apology through the sec-
retary.

Te return to my own call. Li Hung 1
itself. Also pic- |
turesqueress, He was dressed in a

caded skirt. The wound under his eye |
was bandaged but the part of hls face |
which could be seen had a healthy hue |
ard Lis exposed eve was bright and
genial. Queue and beard were gray
ard scant. Ll wanted to talk at once
narrow escape and after
askirg when I had come from Ameri-
ca inqulred if there was any previous

nstance where an embassador had
been shot In the country to which he |
was nceredited, This was an Inquiry

which LI Hung Chang had put to all |
kis forelgn visitors except the Japan-
eHe,

I expreseed a desire to see the gar-

ments the Embassador had worn when

<hot., - They were brought in, together
with the damaged pair of modern, gold-
rimmed spectacles. First a long, ye:-

with a lining of squirrel far
There were dark stains In
front and the sleeve was almost inky
with coagulated blood., A blue jackel
that had been worn under the robe was
also bloody, as was an outer jacket of
other fur, Several stained hantdker-
chiefs were shown. All
relics were to be taken back to China
uncleanéd for the delectation
Empress Dowager.

The Interview, with the Viceroy as
the interviewer, proceeded in this way:

“How long will you remain In' Jap-
an?’ he asked.

“Tntil the conclusion of peace, or,

low robe

was ghown.

if

the war goes on I shall return to Chi- |

na,” I replied.

“Where have vou been in my coun-
try?* was the next question.

“Port Arthur, Kinchow, Tallen-wan,
Yung Ching, Wei-hai-Wel and many
villages. But Your Excellency lét me
ask—"

“One moment,” put in the interpre-
ter. “His Excellency would like to ask
how many soldiers the Japanese had
in the Wei-hat-Wel campaign?”

I answered “Twenty thousand.”

“Ah!" put in the old diplomat, “then
our troops were greatly outnumbered.
“Did our sqldiers fight well?”

“They made it quite unpleasant for
us at times.”

“Were you under fire?"

“Often."
Here the American Secretary, Mr.
Pettrick, listened to a few words from

his chief and then remarked: “His
Excellency says that a newspaper man
must receive a great deal of money to
compensate him for the risks he has
to take 1in war. Would you mind tell-
Ing him what you get?”

I named a sum over which the rich-
est man in the world ruminated for a
full minute without appearing envious.

“How many Japanese soldiers are
now in the Shantung province?" was
asked.

“1 could not tell.”

“Do you know
goldiers remain on the Island in Wel-
hal-Wel bay?”

“The force Is quite large and there
pre n number of guardships in the har-
bor.”"

ine Viceroy sucked his pipe for a
while and had cigarettes passed to the
correspondent. They were an Egypt-
lan brand, served on a lacquered tray.
| After a few whiffs 1 asked about his
wound.

“It i=s painful,” =ald he with a smile,
“but I shall be quite content whenever
it Is necessary to shed my blood for
my country.”

That sounded =0 Fourth of July-like
that I mentally charged it up to the
American interpreter.

But we were not getting on and re-
membering that Li Hung Chang was
the man to be interviewed 1 put a lead-
ing question of Oriental polities.

“Hizs Excellency,” sald the interpre-
ter blandly, “would like to enquire how
old you are?”

The Viceroy had evidently scored.

I gave him this important data, as
'he seemed to insist.

The next Vice-Regal questions were:

“Are you married? How old is vour
wife? Have you any children? How
many? Boys or girls or both?”

“But, Your Excellency,” I put 1n,

“the Ban Francisco Chronicle desires to
know something about the probable
position of China in this conference
ard if the prospects of peace may
called reassuring?"

“His Excellency will answer that lat-

ler,” eald the Secretary after passing
a few remarks with his chief, “but a=
he is deeply interested in the American
press he would like first to ask some-
thing about your paper. You call it the
Chronicle?”

“Quite right."

“Is it sold or given away?”

I modestly placed the journal on a
commercial footing.

“Mow often Is it printed?”

“Dally.”

“Daily?”

“Dallty!"

“Do many people buy it?

Some interesting figures were given
to the interpreter and while 14 was
pondering deeply the correspondent
ventured to ask again about the atti-
tude of China In the conference,
| The Secretary turned to an attendant
and sald something.
ried out and brought in tea that would
sell, If so0ld at all, for $50 a pound. It
{was a colorless liquld with a faint per-
fume of rose leaves. We sipped the
. cheerful drink together and the Vice-
| roy, after hinting that if I was minded
| to return with him to Tien-Tsin a place
in the Chinese army might be found
for one who had campalgned In Shan- |
|tung, nodded a friendly farewell,
 whereat the Mandarins bowed, the ser-
vants kow-towed and the Interview
' ended without the correspondent of
|the San Francisco Chronicle getting
janything more than & unique expe-
rlence.

I never saw the old Chinaman aga!n.

but I was ready to agree with ex-Sec-
retary Foster, to whom the story of the |

be

bird to be
chaft,

Mr. Foster mentiored a conversation
he lately had with the Viceroy which
threw a Roentgen ray into the old Orl-
| ental's character.,

“You must be very rich,”
“How great is your fortune?"

“Oh 1 bave just about enough to
keep tke wolf from the door.” repl!ed
the American statesman.

“But you should be enormously
wealthy,” urged the Viceroy.

'Why so?"

“Because you have been premier ot
{a rich country.”

caught with newspaper

said L.

'w_he is now 80—was the richest

| ever it appeared.

these ghastly |

of the |

how many Japanese |

The latter hur- |
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And that Is why LA Hung Chqng at
an in
| the world. He had been the most pow-
erful official of the Chinese Empire
'and had caught the nimble tael '\\.hen-

One word about the other correspon-
dents. When they salled through thel
| straits of Shimonoseki on the trans-
|port flagship, bound &s they thoughi
to Peking, they were sure . that the!
Chronicle man had been cadght nap-
|ping. As Miyoji Ito predicted they got
I'no further than Port Arthur, for when
Li Hung Chang recovered he signed
|a treaty of peace. Cholera broke out
among the transports and It was a
month before my unhappy confreres

**Great Haste is Not
Always Good Speed.”’

Many people trust to luck
to pull them through, and are
often disaprointed. Do not

dilly-dally in matters of
health. V/ilth it you can
accomplish .:::'.::Ics. Wiih-

out it you are ‘*“no good.”’
Keep the [wer, ‘ldneys, bowels ard

got back to Japan and turned up at
the Kvoto Exposition.

~

It may be Hung Li Chang instead of]

LI Hung Chang if the old Viceroy is
playing a double gume,

B e e |
SHALL WE WEAR COATS?|z
To shuck, or not to shuck, that is the

Illlt h{l“i" —_—
Wheiher 'tis nobler In us men to suffer
The woes and horrors of the snmmer sol-

stice
\Or shuck our conts, despite the flouts of
| ‘ashion,
And by opposing end them?—To snuck,—
| to cool.—

No more:—and by a cool to say we end

\The headache, prickly heat and other
shocks

|'Warm flesh Is helr to. 'Tls a consumma-

i

| tion

Devoutly to be wished., To shuck,—to
cool,— ! :

iTo cool, perchance catch cold;—ay, there's
the rub.

!P(nl through our negliges what draughts
| may come

{When we have shucked our heat-enhanc-
[ ing coats

iTo give us chillas. There's the respect
'"That makes malaria of so long life,

| For 'who would bear the nineties in the
! shade;
'lln oppressive  alr, the court’s contu-
mely:
[ The pangs of perspiration; the delay

And Insolence of icemen, and the spurns
That paticnt merit of the unworthy takes.

|When we ourselves might real comfort
guin
shucking coatlets? Who would far-

' By
[ dels bear,
To grunt and swoeat these
nights?
Jut that
s8COTn—
Flashed from bright
and blight,
lAnd that we can't escape, puzzles us all
| And makes us rather wear the coats we

torrid days and

the dread of lovely woman's

eyes (o overwhelm

have
|Than pose in shirtsleeves and disgust the
dears?
I'I‘hus consclence doeg make cowards of us
| all,

lAnd thus the neglige of resolution
Iy sicklled o'er with the pale cast of coat.

| Shall we shuck? This Ig a question full
of pregnant meaning at present. The
(weather man says he can hold out no
hope for cooler weather. Of course it Is
|sure to get cooler sooner or later, but
‘just how long suffering Honolulu must
endure old Sol's warm jokes may not be
sald. A well-known man who has al-
‘ready introduced Into Honolulu novel
Tindrms for health and comfort proposes that
{rm next Monday, If the heat continues,
every self-respecting citizen shuck his
ccat and Test o case, He says that we
are simply sacrificing health and conve-
inlence to a custom at whose feet we
{skould not worship.

Yesterday at the instigation of a num-
|ber of friends who doubted his nerve, the
|man with the idea put it Into execution
(himrself, and coatless went about his work,
In fact, he means to commence in real
earnesl an anti-coat crusade during the
continuance of the dog-days. He I8 a
comfort-seeker and believes that if the
women can enjoy shirtwalsts with plenty
lof Iace to supply whiffs of fresh air around
the neck, suffering male humanity should
'at once adopt a costume of Its own in
sub-tropical Hawall

Yesterday h's attire on starting out on
ihis peregrinations consisted of low-cut
patent leathers, a pair of white duck trou-
sers, a flannel-covered belt, a Plue and
vwhite striped negligee shirt with collar
and cuffs attached, Evervihing about
him looked cool and comfortable. Being
«1 well known, his appearance on certain
gtreets was the cause of many back-looks
Wren he entered a street car, one of his
brsiness men friends tapped 'm on the
ghculder and reminded him that he had
foreotten his coat. But It was his women
friends who ecast suspicloug glances at
him. Some were Indignant that he should
appear In public minrus a coat, and
thought he was very rude. The gentle-
man, however, quletly laughed in his
shirt-sleeve and reminded thoses who
fgeeried him about It, that he was adopt-
ing the shirtwaist idea, and found it sult-
ed him te perfection.

In the vicinity of the Judiciary builld'ng,
however, hig fortitude began to forsake
him, From the windows of the Circuit
Ccurt room the stentarlan voice of Judge
Humphreys, handing down an oral opin-
fon, struck his ear, and he hesitated be-
fore enter'ng the hallowed precincts of
| justice coatless as she was., His business,
however, was in the law library, far
away from the Judge, and he escapedl
frem the building without belng seen.
The only trouble he had in golng ahout
In negligee shirt was the lack of pockets
te store his tobacco pouch, his wallet
notebook, pencil, handkerchief, matchhox
and other unmentionables, He belleves
that a belt provided in the sgame manner

44 a ladv's chatelaine would just about
hit the mark,

“’f

| Mexico is considering the advisability
of adopting a standard system of reck-
 oning time. At present Mexlco has an
official time, computed at the capital
and telegravhed to various parts of the
' republie. That time differs from Green-
wich six and one-half hours. It is the
time adopted by the rallroads and tel-
egraph lines, but in many parts of Mex-
ico, especlally in places not in tele-
graphic communication with the rest
of the world, local time prevails,

_—

Isn't Barbara droll?” “What
[now?"” *“She has cards out for a sil-
ver celebration.” *“She’s not married.”

““No, but she’s been a bachelor girl for
25 years,"”

visit was told the same evening, that Ll |
Hung Chang was too old a diplomatic |
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blood healthy iy the use of Eood’s Sarsa-
parilla, the faullless blood paurifier.

Sores —"“Tlirece dreadful scres broke
ouf on_my lind, wwhich s*n.re.'fcd so I had to
alk qith cruiches. After taking Food's
Sarsaparilla the sores <were completely
cured.”” Mrs. Kezia Westbrook, Cheboy-

, Siich.
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‘\Jl-l, Never‘

“only cathartic to take with Hood's Sursapariila.

A COUGH
CURED

If this could be sald of all cough
medicines there would be no need to
study out a new formula.

Many however bring about a certaln
amount of relief and many more claim

to cure, but effect none.

(umming’
Cough Cure

has never falled to cure. In its manu-
facture no attempt has been made to
cheapen its cost by the use of inferior
qualities of medicine,

We belleve this Is the reason for its

SuUcCCess.

25 and 50 cents.
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., . 0, H. WALKER,

Manager.

25¢C

ALL SIZE»
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Untill Wednesday, August Ist
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