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THE INAUGURATION OF E i zome] e — — -
FIFTEENTH NATIONAL | T

IRRIGATION CONGRESS .-

(An address by Jas. T. Tay

from Hawaii to the

a LODngress,
before t Hawaiian Enginecering As-
Ul n, Nov 14, 19§7.)

There was never a convention that
hega ts ekession more auspiclousiy
th Fifteenth National Irrigation
(oneress, which opened in Sacr Lo
Monday, September the 2nd, 1907.

Tho gathering of delegates was larg-
than that

more representative

{n attendance at any convention of

similar kind ever held on the Paclfic |private contractors for reclamation of | Washed -Iinto the sea. whereas If
Coast. The number of prominent men |Jarge tracts of land in all the States| 1068 are properly preserved upon i
pres and the enthusiasm evinced  which have accepted the provisions of | VATEFsneds the rainfall and "mel®ing|
has: never been equaled on any likp!lh-— Carevy Act. Some of these are | SPOWS Ao S:"r'-._] “3 n:;_:urv.: ERSERyOMS
ocaston in ‘the history of California. | making favorable progress: my expe- !;m-l are gradually fed into _:E‘.-- streams
The Vice-President of the United|rience has been, however, that whilst for ‘thr- ‘hgvn»'_-ﬁt of both agriculture and
Siates. the Governors of six States, a|the government moves slowly, :h»-i”‘“’”‘”‘“"’”‘ |
number of Senators and Congressmen, | work done by It iz more substantial | ‘“SWe have not fairly begun o appre-

judgeg and officials of im-
ce in all departments of the gov-

Lors,

snt—Federal, State and munici-
—from every section of the coun-|
ir were [n their places when the

president’'s gavel called the convention

tn order. One of the very notable
groups on the floor of the vast con-
vention hall consisted of a number of
the nst distinguished officials of the
departments of the Washington Gov-
ernment, under the auspices of which
§s conducted the great project of con-

servation and development of natural
resources,

A number of official representatives
foreign governments were on hand
dh participate In the proceedings of

CONETess, :

In addition to these governmental
tgures the delegate body included hun-
dreds of men of prominence In every
line of human activity from every por-
tion of the United States. No conven-
tion ever held in thiz country has
brought together so large a proportion
of distinguished men.

The opening function was one of
great brilliarf®y. The vast auditorium,
constructed expressly for the occasion,
was magnificently decorated with
bunting and flags and rare foliage.

Every detall that could add to the

- pleasure and comfort of the delegates

was perfectly worked out. Nothing
was omitted., A perfect service was
provided to prevent confusion and
facilitate the business of the congress,
and it resulted in the preservation of
the best order and a complete absence
of annovance and delay.

Delegates and visltors were seated
without the slightest disorder and
when the time fixed for opening the
convention arrived, everything was in
readiness to proceed,

Promptly at 1:30 p. m. Executive
Officer Beard Introduced Governor
Chamberlain, president of the National
Irrigation Congress, who took the
chalr. After an invoecation, the “Irri-
gation Ode,” a superb composition writ-
ten for the occaslon by Mrs. G. Me-
Clurg of Colorado, was sung by the
Ogden Tabernacle choir of two hun=

Vdred volces, one of the finest musical

organizations in America. The rendi-
tion of this masterplece was a mag-
sificent performance and evoked thun-
fiers of applause.

Mayvor Beard, in a clever speech of
a few minutes’ length, welcomed the
delegates and visitors to the congress
at Sacramento and extended to them
the freedom of the city during their
stay. He was followed by Governor
Gillett, who offered to the city's
guests the larger and far-reaching
hospitality of the State. He gave
them out of hand everything that Cali-
fornla possesses, to have and to hold
and to enjoy during the time they
were within her borders, and =aid It
was such a gift as no other State, and
no other Governor, could offer. The
Governor's talk won the audience by
its heartiness.

Governor Chamberlain responded to
these addresses on behalf of the con-
gress. After paving a glowing tribute
to the entorprise and hospitality of
Californians, Guvernor Chamberiain
sald in part:

“The Federal Government has under

consideration and construction projects |

of reclamation In Arizona, California,
Colorado, Idaho, Kansas. Montana,
Nehraska, Nevaida, New Mexico, North
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota,
Washington and Wyoming, covering

Utah, '

10Us=
1more than thrs mn of d paid
T w ich is In pr a1 the | of takl

b 14 ywned an the | ¥ atio
| I'mited States. The work entalls 15;.;i “We now see that some of the older
| expenditare vast sums. but the |countries In their experience have seen
money involved is a mere bagatelie in | i{s necessary to adhére to a
comparison with the benefits recelved scientific forestry system,
and to beé received In providing homes he interests pf our future
y for thousands and .’1-1".“'!.9,' millions 1.»; in the interesta of the impar-
the wealth of the Nation. H ubjects or irrigation and naviga-

“In addition to the work now b\-ing| tion. It is but a truism that t
|done under government supervision, forests are swept away the

quickly flows into the strea is

" - " |
a contracts have been enterad into with |

and in the end better, and more lasting | f

results are likely to be attained.”
Vice-President Fairbanks was the
next speaker, and when he arose he

| was greeted with a storm of cheers.
| Mr. Fairbanks always been an
| earnest and influential advocate of all
that the congresg stands for. He has
attended several previous sessions and
!h;u alwavs manifested the livellest in-
terest the movement and its pur-
poses. e &poke in part as follows:
“The effect of irrigation in this
| Western country can be appreciated
|nn=_\' by those who are familiar with
it from ]u}l':h'!lhtr observation.

1
nas

arid waste into fruitful fields seems in a degree but which should be deep-
almost incredible. There is no more | ened and improved so as to meel our|
! radical transformation to be found growing needs.

Jun.\'wiwr-' than in the parched valleys ' «I; js impossible to give too much
|;|n-1 pldins which have been irrigated. emphasis to the Importance of this
tand which prior theretq produced noth-| sybject. Our rivers are the natural
|ing but sage brush. The most unpro-| highways of commerce and the grow-
ductive land has become the most fer- | ing density of our population and the
tile. From the worst; it takes rank | ipncrease of our production makes It
with the best. There are promising | essential that there should be addl-
fields today where there was no SIgN | tional facilities to insure cheap and]

the present reclamation policy, and
what has been done is but a part of
what we shall accomplish if we faith-
fully adhere to the policy upon which
we have entered and carry it out to
the limits of its possibilities,

+"We have long since passed the ex-
perimental stage¢, and it only remains
to push the work wherever feasible
‘with the utmost vigor.

“The reclamation of every ten or
twenty acres of land means the crea-

tion of a homestead which will com-
fortably suppory a family of indus-

trious, intelligent and patriotic Ameri-
can citizens.

“The development of irrigation by
the National Government must have
a profound and far-reaching influence
upon the general Subject of frrigatifin
throughout the country. It will tend
powerfully to the extension of Irriga-
tion into portions of the country which
have hitherto relied largely upon rain-
fall in the cultivation and growing of
crops. There no more important
subject for the consideration of farm-
ers in many of the humid and semi-
humid regions than that of so-called
supplemental irrigation, We must pre-
pare more and more for the increased
demand upon our food supply which
comes with the multiplying millions of
our population. Therefore, the de-
velopment of the subject of irrigation
1!3 of interest not only to the farmers
of these great Western regions, but
to farmers and consumers everywhere.

“We do a substantial and permanent
service to our country by enlarging
the area into which men and women
may come from congested cities and
find occupation for their energies ana
homes for their heads. Let a man
own a piece of ground which he may
cultivate, put him into partnership
with nature, and it will intensify his
love of country and make him a mpre
stable. gonservative and patriotie citi-
zen. Increase the home builders and
the home owners of the Republic and
!vou augment its real ablding strength.

“The development of the Reclamation
| Service in this Western country means
the increase of migration hither of
many desirable citizens.

agilosely related to the subject of
| frrigation is the work of forestry pres-
ervation. The two subjects go hand in
hand, We have pursued a somewhat
reckless policy with regard to the

is
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[ Give It Free

to Weak Men

To the man who wants to re-
gain his youth, who wants to fee]
like he did when he was budding
nto méanhood, I offer a book e
which will sh w him the road to
happiness—a book of one hun-
dred pages, which is brimfu] of
the things he likes to read, which
will him courage and en-
lighten him as to the cause and
of his troubles. It will

g ve

&
paint out the pitfalis and guide
him safely to a future of strength
and wvitality. It 's beautifully
fllustrated. It tells what other

o -

The |
| change made in the conversion of an |

of habitation before we entered upon |

iate the full value of our streams and
We have not fairly begumn 0
appropriate them to the benefit of our
agriculture, industry and commerce.
The waters which come down [rom
the of these mountains may
converted inte electrical power

carried hundreds of miles with but
tle the initial energy, and
to lighting and

rivers,

sides be
lit-
loss to anp-

propriated

ahd |

heatling |

| China to be a pioneer i
irrization. Franz Bopp.
German Consul-General.

r esentative of his country,

Andros Aldasora, sub-secretarv of
tha Mexican Legation at Wa s ton
| D. C., was called upon as ST
resentative of the Southern Republie,

and made
S=pani=h.
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cities, operating mines and driving the | delegates and prominent visilors.
| wheels of industry. We have thou-| After the brief preliminary business
| gands of mileg of rivers which may |of the meeting was !1i.~=n.'»_‘:.-:.! of, Gov-
| be made navigable with the benefits | ernor Chamberlin. president of the
| lowing from thelr wuse in carrying|congress, introduced TU. 8. Senator
commerce, There are thousands of | Francis G. Newlands of Nevada, father

miles of rivers which are navigable

| ready transportation. The capacity of
| the railwayvs nf the country is already
| taxed to the utmost, and the rapid de-
velopment of traffic makes it neces-
sary that we should largely augment
the means of carrying it in the future.

“Moreover, there is no better equal-
jzer of rates than water competition.

Water transpprtation Is a perpetual
and rcertain guaranty agalnst monap-
olv on the part of the common car-

riers. We are earnestly carrying for-
warid the construction of the Panama
Canal, confessedly a work of great im-
portance, not only to our commerce
but to the commerce of the world,
Important as this matter Is, it is not
more important than the improvement
of navigation upon many of our rivers.
The improvement of navigation upon
them may well go hand in hand with

work upon the great canal. The one |
lig in a very considerable degree the
‘.mump]ome-nt of the other. This Is a

large subject and must be considered
in a large way.

“U'pon such an occasion as this I
would not venture to obtrude polltics—
nothing could be more inappropriate.
The fact iz that we have a surfeit of

politice. What we need most s more
business and less politics. Unless the
business affairs of the people are ar-

rested by unwise policles; unless the
geeds of distrust are sown among our-
selves: uynless commercial unrest is en-
couraged by doctrinaires, we shall con-
tinue to expand our Iindustries, and
the great West will continue to grow
and fulfill her mighty destiny. Can
we stand prosperity? We are in the
midst of a prosperity the like of which
was never before seen. Can we utilize
it to our henefit? Can we retain it,
or will we distrust each other and In-
volve it all In hopeless confusion?
There never was an hour when it was
more important that we should ba govs
erned by sober judgment. We should
sedulonsly cultivate a tolerant spirit
and a spirit of justice toward each
other. We should not forget that con-
fidence is the sure foundation of pros-

of the Reclamation Act and a memher

of the Inland Waterways Commis-
sion,
INLAND WATERWAYS COMMIS-

STON.
Senator Newlands delivered a highly

instructive address on the formatien
of that commission and the purposes
lof its work. After referring to the

#a;n;wim:m-m of the Inland Waterways
[f‘rwn;nis;inn by President Roosevelt,
Senator Newlands said that the letter
of instructions from the President en-
joined upon the commission the study
of all questions relating to inland wa-
terways, with a view to recommending
practical legislation upon the subject.
The Presldent's purpose was to under-
take now a plan of practical utiliza-
tion, improvement and development
which. might in the coming years be
worked out comprehensively and sue-
cessfully. “Whilst the primary pur-
pose of this inquiry is to facilitate wa-
ter transportation, it [s impossible to
perfect the machinery of the water-
wavs without taking into consideration
the related questions of forest pres-
ervation, of irrigation of arid land, of
reclamation of swamp land, of bank
protection, of clarification of streams,
and other kindred questions.

“Whilst these questions are impor-
tant, the use of these great waterways,
| lakes and rivers for purposes of trans-

| portation of men and of products, is
the most Important. Every creek,
every brook, contributes in some de-
gree to the wvolume of the.river or
lake which should serve as a part of
the great machinery for transportation,
and a thorough and comprehensive
plan of artificializing waterways should
be adeopted, with a view of securing
stability of channel. It Is impossible
to indicate now what the form of leg-
islation should be. Individually, T
should say that some plan in which
the chiefs of the great sclentific ser-
vices pf the country could be brought
together In a national board of public
works, with power to make compre-
hensive plans and to work them out
gradually, might be the most efficient
way.

o e

Tnited States

“The people of the

are awakening to the necessity of
utilizing the national power for the
promotion of the general welfare. We

nationalized banking and currency be-
cause we realized the folly of having
as many different financial systems as
there were States, the danger of In-
flation and panic arising from careless
and inconsiderate State action. We

perity and progress, and we should nationalized irrigation because we saw
| have a eare that we do not under- the futility of subjecting the ftreat-
| mine it.,* ment of the sources, the watersheds
| At the eonclusion of Mr. Fairbank's and valleys, of streams flowing through
| address Gifford Pinchot, goverhment }-‘"“"-r:.i atates, We realized that every
| forester and personal representative of | Ereat river must be as a unit, regard-
{ President Japsevelt at the congress, |less of the State lines, and that the
| delivered the following message of the | actinn of the Union on national lines
Country's Chief Executive, which came WAs therefore essenfial. We tion-
by telegraph: | alized the quarantine hecause we real-

“1 send you hearty greetings, ani

and Prosperous

ized that the health and safety of

my earnest wishes for the fullest _ul[-’—:l 1tire Nation might be endangered by
cess of yvour convention., 1 .-..ng-.-,m_i1h~ carelesgness or Indifference of @
Inte }'Hu. on the pragress of the ereat | single State. We are now taking up
movement von represent. There is no | the question of nationalizing the de-
movement ‘moare emphaticailly for the velopment of the inland waterwayvs,
benefit of the small farmer and t]n-l"'n!-r:uin:: lakes and rivers and con-
small ranchman. There Is no other|necting canals, and including all the
| way to assist the actual settler and | related questions of forestry, of Irri-
homemaker who owns and tills his awn | gation, of clarification, of bank pro-
land so powerfully as through his :I"ﬂvﬂnn. of ¢hannel opening, as well as
movement of yours for the wise nse | navigation: and the South in tl t
|il'ﬁ'? preservation of the waters wnd | ter movement is taking thi

the forests. The Reclamation Service | national action, realizing as

and the Foresy Service are directly | har fhe promation of inter-st
adapted to help the small man make | foreign commerce Was one of the pri-

maintain a home: and ! mary causes of the union of the S

'nder national

1is address,

they are doing it. Thesa services were | as a Nation.
recently inspected on the ground by | poration, the qui*.-"li'l!‘..c relating to In-
the Secfetary of the Interlor and the |land waterways, railway and ocean
Secretary of Agriculture; who 'n;'g\'ﬁl.'i.i!'!:-t;u'j‘{,i:inln_ will be solved.”
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