
Along the Rails.

The American continent lias many features in
its railway system that are not duplicated in the
world. It can give the traveler a sample of

what might be termed every style of scenery.
The Sunny South, with its semi-tropic- al ver-

dure and cultivation, the cloud-touchin- g lines of
the Rockies, deserts, rolling prairies, summer
haze, and winter blizzard. Triumphs of tunnel-
ing and engineering, highways bored into the
hearts of rocky fastnesses, bridges swung across
broad expanses, in Colorado a cog-whe- el road
that mounts over fourteen thousand feet.

The claims for distinction from a generally at-

tractive and scenic point of view are many. In
Colorado, which, the sea excepted, possesses
along its rails perhaps the greatest similitude to
our own island the Denver and Rio Grande Rail-

road lays claim to the proud distinction of being
the "Scenic Line of the World." Yet in Oahu,
right here at home, though the length of line,
the rolling stock, by natural limitations cannot
compare with the mighty railroads of the States,
yet along the lines of the Oahu Railroad are
scenes that for beauty and distinctiveness cannot
be rivaled. The Hawaiian Islands have been lik-

ened by various homesick wanderers, eager to
find some reminder of their native or better-know- n

climes, not without some degree of rea-
son indeed, to Switzerland, Scotland, and many
spots in the States. Yet the charms of Hawaiian
scenery as presented along the rails of the Oahu
lines have a beauty and a glamor all their own.
The shifting shadows, the clinging mists that
crown the peaks, have some raissemblancc to
the Highlands or the Alps, but the coloring of
our mountains, changing every moment under
the shading clouds, the glimpses of emerald
sea, purple-rimme- d, foam-flecke- d, the rugged
headlands, the palms waving in the sea breezes,
the unrivaled foliage, all are components of scen-
ery unique to the gems of the Pacific. The rug-
ged incinerated rocks, fire scarred, sombre senti-
nels of deep, gloomy valleys pierced by a wan-
dering shaft of light; the many rainbows that oft- -
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en span the distant scene all are intensely typi-
cal and local beauties to enthral and entrance
the eye ennuied with the sights of older lands.
The plantations along the road, aside from their
commercial interests, are picturesque from their
environment.

Some day on the northerly coasts of Oahu
there will be a thriving town, a health resort, un-

rivaled elsewhere. It is an ideal place for the de-

vitalized invalid, the faded business man. Fanned
by the regular breeze of the northeast trades, the
climate i cool and invigorating. There is a
bracing atmosphere in the winds that has swept
across leagues of foam-tosse- d blue, with more
good in a draught of ozone than all the drugs of
opathetic doctors ever knew. In addition to the
superb scenery of the line come the sister aitrac- -
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tions of bathing, boating and hunting, all pre-

senting an ample field fot amusement.
A trip along the rails of the Oahu Railway

should be included in the itinerary of every vis-

itor to the Island, and might indeed open up to
the residents beauties hitherto unsuspected and
unsought.

The Awakening of Pele.

On the Fourth of July '.Madame Pele celebrat-

ed the event after having slumbered for many

years. And from the account of an eye witness
grandly did she do her part. Smoke and steam
had been observed emitting from the side of

the mountain for several days previous to the
outbreak, and at 4 o'clock on the morning of

the Fourth the occupants of the Volcano House
were awakened by a great glare of light from
Mauna Loa. The eruption is described as being
a grand sight. Molten lava was shot up into
the air many hundred feet. The light could be
seen for fifty miles.

The outbreak was on the side of Mauna Loa
very nearly where the flow of 1881 broke out.
There are three flows one toward Kau, one to-

ward Hilo, and a third in the direction of Mauna
Kea. Latest reports indicated that the one to-

ward Hilo will be the only one to survive. In
comparison with the flow of 1881 it is estimated
that this flow has made more progress in three
days than the former flow did in two weeks. At
this rate it will not take long to reach Hilo l'ay,
a distance of about thirty-fiv- e miles. In 1881
Hilo miraculously escaped destruction. How
will it be this time? The progress of the flow
will be watched with great interest, as many
million dollars' worth of property is endangered
if Pele insists upon pushing to the sea. It would
be a sad thing to spoil the beautiful Hilo Hay
with ugly black lava, and many hundred acres
of splendid fertile land would belaid waste. Wai-ake- a

Sugar Plantation will probably be the great-
est sufferer. It is to be hoped that Kilauea will
soon be in eruption, thus drawing the fires from
the flow. In that event the flowing lava would
probably cease before reaching the sea.


