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Detachment of Young's Troops Have
a Four Hours' Engagement
Near Cervantes.

Supposed to Be Aguinaldo’s Guard—
The Pursuit Is Being
Continued.

Inhabitants Join the Troops in Re-
pairing the Roads and Car-
rying Rations.

Dec.

Washington, 9.—Otis cables to-
day:

“A dispatch from Young, at Vigan,
yesterday says escaped Spanish prison-
€rs report a four-hours' engagement
between a detachment of his  troops
and Aguinaldo's guard near Cervantes,
1ifty miles goutheast of Vigan, with
heavy 10ss to the enemy, who are being
pursued. Our loss was one killed and
six wounded. The inhabitants of their
own accord join the troops, repairing
the trail and carrying subsistence.
Have pushed a column to San Jose,
south of Bangued. Howe's column is
on the rear trail. RBathelor's battalion
of the Twenty-fourth is out of reach,
north of Bayambong, evidently de-
scending the river. Natives report that
fighting occurred twenty miles north.
The navy reaches Aparrl tomorrow. A
column of MacArthur's the
Twenty-fifth Infantry, Is reported neas
Iba, west coast of Zambales. Grant's
column {8 near Subig bay. Lawton is
in Bulucan provinece, with sutlicient
troops to overcome opposition  and
scatter the enemy. It is probable the
troops  which engaged Aguinaldo's
guard are Hare's command, as they
were reported close on Aguinaldo's
rear.

IN SOUTH AFRICA

British Capture Lombardskop Hill,
sutting Boers’ Big Guns Out of Ac-
tion.

troops,

Joer Head Laager, Ladysmith
(Friday)—The British stormed and
carried the hill at Lombardskop,
putting a big Creusot gun and one
howitzer out of action and captur-
ing a small Maxim.

The British Advance.
London, Dec, 9.—A Pretoria speclal
dated Friday, says: ‘““Three thousand
British troops, preceded by an armored
train, are advancing on Colesburg from
Naaupoort.”

BRITISH ARE ADVANCING.

telier Column Now Moving
Direction of Ladysmith.

London, Dec. 9.—Such disquict as was
caused in London by the news that
General Methuen's communications had
been cut at Gras Pan was fleeting, for
information reached the war oflice at
midnight that the British commander
had again been heard from. It was al-
80 learned that General Babington had
arrived at Modder River to take charge
of the cavalry, presumably taking up
with him the major portion of & bri-
gade.

Almost simultareously came
dispatch indicating that the
pected advance for the
smith had begun.
news was contained in
gram from Pretoria, saying that
official report from the Boer h
laager near Ladysmith was to the eff
that the Boers were advancing on Co-
lenso.

From the dide of the dispateh (Thurs-
day) It would appear thiat the north
ward movement from Frere beg
Wednesday night,

No confirmation of this 18 forthcom-
ing, elther from the war office or from
newspaper dispateh, but it s evident in
reading some of the latter, and par-
ticularly @ disputch to the Daily Tele-
graph from Frere of Thursday's date,
that the hand of the censor has been
at work.

Taken In conjunction with the news
from Pretoria that fighting had begun
on the Modder River on the morning of
Wednesday, the news of Meothuen's
communication having been cut was
looked upon as rather alarming. It was
inferred that it had been found
impossibhle to keep Intact the line
communication, which stretches along
the raillroad between the Orange Itiver
and the Modder River, a matter of fifty
miles, and that parties of Boers had
managed to maintain themselves, even
on the scene of Geheral Methuen's
dearly bought victory,

Pessimists regard the
Methuen's none too large r.-uc
serlous matter, especially as
Gatacre does not seem able
much headway from the
Stormberg Junection,

While the Boers, must number quite
15,000 men, the original force swhich
fought at Modder River having been
reinforced from Kimberley, Jacobsdahl
and Bloemfontein, It must not be for-
gotten that Methuen, too, on his part,
has been reinforced. Although many
regiments have lost heavily, he must
commuand now nearly 11,000 men,

On the Natal side there is good reason
to believe that an action I8 jmminent.
The difficult work of bridging the Tu-
gela river in the face of the eénemy
must be the first step. The Boers
around Ladysmith are reported to be
preparing strong positions, In which
heavy guns are being mounted behind
masonry. On Thursday heavy firing
was heard from Frere camp, in the di-
rection of the beleaguered town. This
was probably a Boer assault and it is
to be presumed that it was repulsed.

Little fear, In fact, Is felt for the

in the

a brief
long
relief of
This Important
an avency

Lady- |

teloe-

un

of

as a
General

to make
direction of

safety of the camp, where, after a pro-
longed siege, the wsoldlers hold thelr
athletic sports as usual and officers in-
dulge ln thelr love for polo.

Nor does

;\-"

an 'ills

a pound suggest the near prospect of
famine,

A SOUTHRON FOR EXPANSION.

Governor Jones of Arkansrs Sayws
**Kecpthe Philippines.??

Little RRock, Ark., Dec. 9.—Great in-
terest is shown in the expuansion senti-
ments expressed at the rallway ban-
quet by Governor Daniel W. Jones, in
view of the fact that he has hitherto
been considered an opponent of that
policy. In order that his views may
be more thoroughly understood, the
following signed statement  was  ob-
tained from him yestorday:

*I have been investigating the ques-
tion for my own satisfaction and have
formed very decided views and  pro-
pose to stand by them. 1 consider the
acquisitior of the Philippine islands to
be most fortunate, for the reason that
it furnishes us a permanent foothold
near the Asiatic coast, which will pro-
tect our commerce with Asia. [ be-
lieve that the only salvation for
southern states of this union s in the
expansion of gur commerce by the
opening of new markets
our products, and in order

in Asiin for
Lo maintain

have the Philippine
sons perfectly obvious.

“*AsS the
price of our products fixed in Burope
we can only get for them enough above |
the cost of production to induce us ic
produce.  But with the construction uf
the Nicaragua canal we will

market much more valuable will be
opened to us because of the nature of
the country and its need of cotton goods
especially, I belicve that Chinw will be

and obtain our share
upon equal terms with those powers.”

MANSION BURNS.

Wellinz Restdence With {ts Costly
Statuary and Beautiful Furnishings
Destroyed,

Dec.
this

Washington,
mansion burned morning.
360,000, and on contents $50,000,

9.—~The
Los
inciud-
fine paint-
tapestries and beautitul furnish-
Dr. I. H. F
residence.

ing costly statuary, many
ings,
ings, rench

DEFAULTER FOR LARGE SUM.

Charles \lcrnl(cn Disuppears and
Shortageof 850,000 15 Discovered.
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 9. —Charles Mer-

riken, secretary and weasurer of the

Caribbean Manganese Company and

and tne Maryland Clay Company, has

disappeared.  His shortage is roughly
| estimated at between $50,000 and $75,000.

darry Parr, 2 leading capitalist of B:

timore, owns more than a controlling

interest  in both companies. He had

generous employer, He
that he had left the mang

d yesterday

two companies almost entirely to Mer-
riken, kExperts are engaged on  the
books

“I have already loarned,”
Mr. Parv, “that the
three years behind.  Mevriken hunded
me each month what purported to be
monthly statements and balunces. It
seems now that they were only cooked
|up for the ocasion. Both companies are
‘ul h and good payers and can afford to
| stand  the whittever they
|h~-. Merriken represented my unvv-ﬂ-
in both companies and I am the chis o
and am perfectly able to st tnd |

.1 would be satistied if he would come
hm K and help settle up the books
| he did =0 I would not prosec nl him.'"
ln\'-~v|.~| ton  shows  that erriken
sral years had been a hlL.}‘ liver,
He lull the young woman he m
several ved » that he was
LO0) and received a big
lavished money upon his wile
home. He was popular among sports-
men and in business circles.

continued
bno are two,

or

1O8S-

loser

SAYS THAT HEMP IS NEEDED.,

President Fluer penles the
ments of Cordange Trust,

State-

Philadelphia, Pa., Dee. 9 —Willilam
Fitler, president of the Edwin H. Fit-
ler C ge Works of this clty, docs
not » with the manufacturers of

binding twine,

cordage and rop« who,
it is sgaid, have been urging the United
States government to keep Philippine

ports closed, representing that there s
no gcarcity of hemp in this country
Fitler in an Interview yesterday
sarted that nearly all manufacturers of
twine, rope and cordage were  desir-
ousg of securing hemp from Manila.
“There {8 now so little Manila hemp
the country,” he said, “that the
price is 14 to 15 cents a pound, as
against a normal price of & or 6§ cents.
A return to this market of the normal
supply of Manila hemp would mean the
saving of millions of dollars to  the
farming Interests in harvester twine.
At present the price o high that
Mexican sisal takes its place in the
manufacture of harvester twine. Sisal
is much inferior to Manila hemp in all
places where strength is required. Sev-
eral grades of  Larvester twine are
made with greater or less proportions
of Manila fibre. The price of sisal has
nearly doubled since the Manili suppiy
Is cut off. The normal output of Ma-
nila twine, in all the islands of the
Philippine group, Is about 25,000 bales a
week, of 250 pounds each., At present
and since the beginning of the war only
about 2,000 bales huve been  shipped,
Since the beginning of the war with
the insurgents and the establishment
of the blockade, shipments have 3¢n
attended with much delay and difticul-
|y, owing to the restrictions and lack
of shipping facilities, which are largely
monopolized by the

as-

n

sels."”
Big Battle Expected.
Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 9.—A great

battlé is expected to take place today
at Maracalbo, The government ‘has
stopped private messages. The Ameri-
can steamers are not permitted to enter
Maracaibb. The report that the Col-
omblan army would invade Venezuela
is untrue,

Welling |

occupied the |

government ves- |

meat at a shilling or bread at 4 pence ‘

the |

matter now stands, with the | he

cloge to Asia as we are to Europe and a |

divided among the four great powers of [being his salar v

of that commerce |

sreat confidence Iin Merirken and was a |

gement of the |

s that the Cubans have surrendered to |
me jn the last month 8,500 ary There
are too few arms in the provines to
cause trouble, if i1 were desired; but the

{truth is the blacks are contented and
| growing happier and more prosperous

jmany telegrams from Santiago provinece

[ the

{ season and there

I

(Utah Member-Elect to Congress Be-
fore the Committee Investi-
gating His Case,

\Concedes That He Plead Guilty to
Charges Under Edmunds-
Tucker Law.

But Demurs to Jurisdiction of the
Committee and Makes an
Extended Plea.

and protect such commerce we must 1f he conceded the existence of a court |

-v\\ hether in about 1887, or since 1890, he
| marricd plural wives

and lived

them since To this Roberts

as wiyes,

be as|Pleaded not gullty, and demurred to the

Jurisdiction
demurrer is based on
grounds, that it was an attempt to try
him without due 38 O law;
prive him of \.\\.nl prope

of - the committes, The

technical  legal

Y. the same
ssman;

Us congr

Europe at no distant day, or at all|the committee has no right to constder

events, that its commerce will be con- ! othe T evidence than the court record in
trolled by them, and with the Philip- | establishing  guilt;  that the erims
pines belonging to us we can demand | ¢

“«d, unlawful cohabitation, even if |
» Was not a bar to his holding of-
freedom  thérefrom  not
among the enumerated constitutional
qu wifications. Roberts argued his case

at length and urged that his |
prir facle right to a seat be consid- |

ered at once
nied

3 his state
itation

was hai
while

injurioy

repress

legislation affecting that state migi
take place,
A till 2 o'clock was taken Fu-

ture sessfons will be n;wn

WOOD T IS  HOPEFUL.

Denles That Cubnns of Santiago Pro-
vince Are Ji1@ nsed at McKinley's
Message,

Washington, Dee. 9.—Ge T.eonard
Wood w as in conference with the pres- |
ident today. He later commented on
the telegram from Santiago represent-
ing the colored Cubans in  Santiago

a8 inceused at

Wood said;

province. MoKinley's

messige, “I have received

since the appearance of the messag
sayving the people are deligchted with it
Even ultra radicals express their pleas

ure The Keynote

openly.

very day.
*'Gen. Quentin
black leader, oni
rovernment at

d with he co

“ THE m GAME ON.

Plandera, the noted
of the employes of this
Santiago, Is well satls-
lition m‘ frs.*’

Decide the Champlonship This

Alternoon,

Madison, Wizs, Dee, 9.—The
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the Unive
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daring
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tween them before the
The score at the
first half Chicago
sin 0,
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BUILDING A NEW LINE.

L. M, Martin Conters With Santa I'e

Oflicinls on New 'roject,
Chicago, Dec. 0.—L. M,
recently general managt the
Central, was in the ety yesterday
meet ofllcials of the Santa Fe
the

until
lowa
Lo
in con-

Martin,

nection with new railroad project
he is interested in. Some time ago a
company was formed under the name

of the Santa Fe & Grand Canon Rail-
road Company to build a railroad line
from Williams, Ariz., on the Santa Fe,

to the Grand Canon of the Colorado.
The grading and bridging  between
Williams and the brink of the canon is

completed and fifteen miles of track
lald. This work is being completed at
the rate of a mile a day, and it is ex-
pected that the entire road from Will-
fams to the canon, a distance of forty-

seven miles, be completed before
the cold weather begins,
The railvoad will run along the brink

of the gorge for twenty-three mi
but that part of the road probably wi
not be begun before next spring, The

company will be an independent enter-

prise, but closely allled with the Santa
Fe, which will run its trains over the
tracks of the new company. The new

road has a double object in view—the
opening of a tourist line to the canon
and the development of the rich copper
and other mineral deposits in the dis-
trict. Mr. Martin, who is one of the
directors of the new company, i8S hope-
ful of the success of the enterprise and

{ thinks that the Grand canon will be-

come one of the greatest scenic attrac-
tions of this country.

Before the new line Is bullt it is sald
hotels will be built near the brink of
the canon to accommodate travelers.
The new company has spent nearly

with |

to de- |

ll.x[.

being |

of sentunent is

Maroons and Milwaukee |

)se be- |

Wiscon- |

810 000, it is stated, in procuring a pas- |
'S-lhll‘ trall or path from the level of the |
| railroad to the bottom of the canon to
| enable tourists to reacn the bottom |
without much trouble or danger,

The Grand canon, which has formed
the subject of many lectur an im-
mense chasm with almost perpendicn-
lar walls. Tt i8 200 miles long, thirteen
miles wide at places and 6,000 foet deep,

R, 18

Wanamaker Testifles, !
Washington, Dee. 9-~John  Wana- |
maker testified today bt the indus-

trial commission on the s set of d»»-!
partment stores. . He clabmed they are !
beneficial ty soclety and are the out- |
growth of a fixed trads © d'h.-.q.-rl
capital, better transportation and niore |
rapid  communication, said, s
modern vetail stores possible, natu
userful and therefore inevitabl b

effect has been to decldediy lower re
prices.

Hearingon Freight Rates,

Washington, Dece. 9.<The
eommerce commission
an investization in
chanzes in freight
afdvances in freight rat
using the official elassif)
| the date of hearing fi
wton,  All the
lal elassification territ
quired to appe ar.
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Des Moines, Dec., 9.—Chicaga Tribun:
specialy The actual strength of the
didates for United States senator at

| present time
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and will have
the

wouald be ned o
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Fifty-nine vo are reguired t
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of legis \
equal to th
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that ey

18 cour

v SUro

|\'|-:- d to Mr, 1
they Wil permit no personal interest to
fcontlict with the main question.  And
[ add that the election of W, 1.
Eaton to th» tkership s asg certain
as any political event can possibly |
at any time before the record Is mad
A devoted friend of Mr. Cammins and
the particular aversion, polltically, of
the opposition, his ¢l 0 i finite-|
1y foreshadow the defeat of Senator|
Gear. |
At this stage of the canvass the rel-
ative strer 1 of both solid columns,

the drift of intluence that has been con- 1
sidered doubtful, the superiority of |
Cummins' leadership and other ]mlnh‘
of conspicuous advantage warrant the |
assumption that no combination of
forces or clreumstances can prevent the
election of A. B. Cummins to the United
States senate.”

{ Believes That All

W

Adjutant General Byers Would Place
the State Guard on a
New Basis,

Favors Making It in Fact a Part|
of the Standing
Army.
Officers Above
Lieutenants Should Bz Ap-
pointed, Not Elected.
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wag born in Kentucky In 1818, She has
always resided on the same plege of
ground where they bulilt thelr first log
cabin,
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NOTIGEABLE NEWS OF TODAY

The Wenthar,

For T(m‘!.— Rain tonight and in the
east Sunday; colder in the west 10-
uu.'ht and in the cast and south Sunday,

For Ilinois—Rain tonight and Sun-
day.
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Kentucky Election Commissioners
Decide for Taylor on Face
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