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Counties in Iowa* 
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Mrs. McKinley's Illness Will Pre
vent Visit to the Various 

States. 

Will Return Direct to Washing
ton as Soon as Wife Can 

Travel. 
2;g"? 

Secretary Long's Son and Daugh
ter Ill-Mrs. Gage's Con

dition Critical. 

Ban Francisco, May 15.—At 10 this 
morning Secretary Cortelyou informed 
the Associated Press that Mrs. McKin
ley's serious Illness will  compel the 
president to abandon his proposed visit  
to other states,  to which he had looked 
forward with so much pleasure. 

As soon as Mrs. McKinley's health will  
permit he will  return to Washington by 
the most direct route. 

Cortelyou also issued the following 
bulletin: 

"There has been but li t t le change in 
Mrs. McKinley's condition since last 
night.  She has gained in several respects 
and lost in others." 

The president will  n main quietly ct 
Mr. Scott 's  residence today and take 
part In any of the exercises programed 
lor him. 

11 Kit CONDITION SE1UOUS. 

Borne FcnrN That tlio President's 
WlfeMiiy Not Itccover. 

San Francisco, May IS.—It is learned 
Mrs. McKinley's condition is considered 
(serious by the physicians attending her.  
Doctors Rixcy and Hlrschfelder were in 
consultation this morning and another 
jihysician will  be called in this after
noon. It  is probable If she recovers Mrs. 
McKinley will  be unable to leave San 
Francisco by next Monday, when the 
slay of the presidential party will  have 
terminated. 

The members of the cabinet and oth
ers of the presidential party, excepting 
the president,  went to Berkley today to 
attend the commencement exercises of 
California. The exercises of the day 
were observed with the secretary acting 
In the president 's stead. The party was 
entertained at lunchon by President 
"Wheeler.  
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MltS. UAGK VKKY 1I.L. 

Another Cabinet Olllcer's Wtfo Sue-
cumlix to Social Demands. 

Vilasb.in&ton, Ma.y..-15 — Mrs. Lyman j .  
Cage, wife of the secretary of the treas
ury, Is alarmingly 111 and grave fears 
are entertained as to her recovery. Yes
terday the secretary was unable to at
tend to his ofllciaI duties owing to his 
anxiety over his wife's condition. 

Mrs. Gage is suffering from rheuma
tism, accompanied by low fever and 
other symptoms both painful and dan
gerous. She has been 111 sine* the sec
ond week of April ,  but has not been 
confined to her bed during this period. 

* A few weeky ago she was pronounced 
decidedly better,  but the continued 
damp weather had a depressing effect 
on her and since Sunday much alarm 
baa been felt  regarding her condition. 

Mrs. Gage, according to her physi
cians, is paying the penalty of too great 

•flevotlon to her social and otilcia! duties.  
Last winter Mrs. Hay, wife of the sec-

. .  retary of state,  was In mourning fur her 
!• mother,  and In her absence and from 
j7 the fact that there was no vice presi

dent 's wife Mrs. Gage had to bear the 
brunt of all  the olliclal entertainments.  

Her health began to decline in the 
.  early winter,  but she bravely remained 

at her post.  She told her friends that 
only will  power enabled her to keep up 
during the trying ordeal of the Inaugu
ral festivities.  Then she had the trou
ble and fatigue of moving from ont 
home to another,  and shortly after this 
wus accomplished she took to her bed. 

Mrs. Gage, with Miss Wilson, the 
daughter of the secretary of agriculture, 
is the only cabinet hostess who has 
•withstood the ordeal of otllclal enter
taining during the entire McKinley ad
ministration. 

.She Is one of the most popular host
esses at the capital.  Yesterday the 
stiwt in front of lu-r home was filled 
with the carriages of inquiring friends 
and flowers and sympathetic messages 
were received in profusion. 

Mrs. Gage's daughter,  Mrs. E. C. 
Pierce, and her slpter from Evanston 
111.,  nre with her,  but no visitors hav,> 
tvoon n/tmirrtyi to her sick rcons 
nearly a month. 

Washington, May 15.—Secretary of the 
Jfavy Long may leave the presidential 
party and depart for the east at  any mo
ment. He received word today that his 
daughter,  who has been living in Colo
rado Springs for over a year for h--r 
b '-alth, was dangerously ill .  Secretary 
Long Is accompanied on the trip by Mrs. 
Long and a son of tender years.  Th<» 
boy was also taken ill  yesterday at the 
Palace Hotel,  where the Longs are stay
ing. and the physician called In ordered 
the child's retirement to bed at once. 
Ivong Is much worried over the Illness in 
Ills family and is not Inclined to contin
ue his trip. 

THE CROP SITUATION. 

Area A fleeted by the Drouth la Jn-
c reusing. 

Washington, May 15.—While the week 
has been abnormally cool In the upper 
Mississippi and Missouri valleys, with 
.frost more or less damaging In the Mis
souri valley, the temperature conditions 

• as a whole have been favorable, but the 
area needing rain is much greater than 
in the previous week, and the effects of 

, • drought more serious, especially In the 
gulf states. The generally abundant 
zalns of the previous week over the 
Western plateau and Pacific coast dls-
trlcts, followed by much warmer weath
er, have given highly favorable condl-
tions in that region. 

Corn planting in tbe Central Missouri 
and Mississippi valleys has been some-

\ /what delayed on account of low temper-
ature, but fair progress has been made, 
this work being nearly finished in MIs-
tourl and Kansas. In the Ohio valley 

,>«ad middle Atlantic states planting has 

made favorable progress, altho some
what retarded in portions of West Vir
ginia and Ohio. In the southern states 
the crop Is very uneven, has made slow 
growth, and is generally In need of 
tain, altho showers have afforded re
lief In sections. 

The general abundance of rain over a 
large part of Nebraska, Kansas and 
Southern Missouri has somewhat 
chocked the progress of the winter 
wheat,  but elsewhere In the winter 
wheat,  belt  the condition of this crop 
continues favorable, a decided improve
ment being reported from Michigan and 
Ohio. In Texas no improvement is re
ported. Wheat is now heading as far 
north as Tennessee and Southern Kan
sas. On the Pacific coast reports con
tinue favorable except from extreme 
Southern California. 

Spring wheat seeding is practically 
completed, and the c-nriy sown is root
ing and stoollng satisfactorily. High 
winds have caused some damage to 
spring wheat in South Dnkita.  

Seeding of oats continues in the ex
treme northern districts and harvesting 
lias begun in Texas and Florida. Over 
the greater part of the southern states 
the crop has suffered much from 
diought and is now needing rain in the 
lower Missouri valley. In the middle 
Atlantic states and Ohio valley oats 
have made good growth and are gen
erally in promising condition. Over the 
northern portions of the upper Missouri 
and Mississippi valleys the early sown is 
rooting and stooiing well.  

In the western and ccntral portions 
and over a considerable area in the east
ern part of the cotton belt  rain is much 
reeded for cotton. That planted since 
the cold of tlr> latter part of April  has 
germinated poorly, Che stands being ir
regular and unsatisfactory generally 
thruout the central and western dis
tricts.  In the Carollnas fair to good 
stands and generally improved condi
tions are reported. 

Tobacco is doing well in Florida. 
Transplanting is about finished in South 
Carolina, has made rapid progress in 
North Carolina, and preparation for tr. is 
work is well advanced in Maryland, 
Virginia and Tennessee. T'lants are 
generally plentiful,  and altho small in 
some sections have generally made 
rapid growth. 

Frosts caused some injury to the fruit  
in the Missouri valley, but the general 
cut look for fruit  continues encouraging, 
altho the reports from New York, Ohio 
and Wisconsin respecting apples are not 
favorable. 

A. 0. U. W. CONVENTION. 

rifleeiitll A u mini State Meeting 
Opens ut Nebraska City. 

Nebraska City, Neb.,  May 15.—The 
fifteenth annual session of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen of Nebraska 
began at the Overland theater yesterday 
morning at 10 o'clock. The local com
mittee has arranged to accommodate 
S00 delegates and it  is believed that ful
ly that number will  be present.  

Several of the most important towns 
In the state have sent large delegations 
The Grand Island contingent came in 
in a special car.  There is much Import
ant business to be transacted. The lo
cation of the grand lodge headquarters 
will  be hotly contested. Omaha, Lin
coln, Grand Island and other towns are 
active competitors.  Several candidates 
for the important grand lodge ollices 
have opened headquarters.  

Krle Favorite In l.iilco Unco. 
Detroit .  Mich.,  May 15.—D. C. Mcln-

tyre. general freight agent for the De
troit  & Cleveland line at  Cleveland, was 
in the city yesterday and brought with 
him the information that ihe vesselmen 
in the Perry Payne building in that city 
Save formed a pool of $50,000 to bet on 
thi? race of the City of Erie,  of the 
Cleveland and Buffalo line, with the 
Tashmoo, of the White Star line, which 
will  take place on June 4. The Cleve
land and Buffalo officials have sent 
Capt.  C. H. Westcott,  of Detroit .  $1,000 
to wager on the Erie.  Westcott holds the 
stake money, $1,000 a side. Capt.  Wesi-
c-oU says Detroit  believers In the Tash-
moo have not yet shown any Inclination 
to cover the money, either here or In 
Cleveland. 

Whitney'* Colt Win* Unco. 
London, May 15.—At Newmarket the 

second spring meeting today the Wel
ter handicap was won by William C. 
Whitney's colt  Watershed, ridden by-
Clem Jenkins, Richard Croker's fil ly,  
Minnie Dee, Johnnie Rieft up, was sec
ond. Twelve horses ram Mahr had the 
winning mount in Dyer's colt  St.  Hilar
ious. in the maiden two-year-old race. 

The Newmarket stakes were won by 
Duke Portland's William the Third. 
Dorlcles second, Aidn, riddtn by Mahr, 
third' .  

Stakes made up 30 sovereigns entry 
fees, half forfeit ,  with 2,000 sovereign* 
uuuud. 

Agree to Chinese Indemnities 
Berlin, May 15.—Officials here, In dis

cussing tne answer of the Chinese peace 
commissioners,  say the fact of prime 
signiticance therein is that the commis
sioners agree to indemnities as de
manded and the withdrawal of troops 
can now proceed forthwith, but that not 
all  the foreign forces will  be withdrawn 
at once. 

The Chinese proposition to raise im
port and export duties will  probably be 
accepted. 

Settlements llulng Made. 
London.,  May, 15.—Contrary to fears 

felt  on> the stock exchange settlements 
thus far are progressing without diffi
culty and the best Informed brokers be
lieve the crisis Is successful)- passed, so 
far as London, it* concerned. Four or five 
small firms are stil l  in. difficulty, but 
they will  not affect the situation mater
ially, ail  the big houses needing assis
tance having obtained It .  

Will liomoilol Shamrock II. 
Southampton, May 15.—Deslgner 

Watson has reached the conclusion that 
the hull of Shamrock II. is susceptible 
to improvement, and there is reason to 
believe that alterations are about to be 
made, amounting practically to remod
elling portions of the boat. 

Reichstag Prorogued. 
Berlin, May 15.—The relchstag today 

prorogued until November. 

E. J. Cassldy, a crockery salesman, 
committed suicide at LaCrosse, Wis., by 
cutting his throat in his room at the 
Hotel Jullen in that city. He had pre
viously set fire to the bedclothes. He 
registered from Minneapolis. 

Its Convention Held at Primghar 
Today and Brown Selects 

the Delegates. 

Brown and Cummins' Interests 
Identical and Delegation 

Will Support Both. 

_ mm 
Cato Sells' Viewol Iowa Politics 

••Not a Candidate lor 
Governor. 

Special to Times-Republican. 
Primghar, May 15.—At the republican 

county convention held here today the 
following resolution was introduced and 
passed. 

"We the delegates representing the 
republican party of O'Brien county, 
Iowa, at this convention desire to ex

press in a tangible manner our appre
ciation of the sterling worth and integ
rity of Mr. Ed'C. Brown, of Sheldon, a 
man whose ability to act in a creditable 
manner no one questions and one who 
will  add strength to the republican ticket 
and be an honor to the party if chosen 
in consequence of which we most cord
ially support his candidacy for the 
nomination of railroad commissioner at  
the state convention to held at  Cedar 
Rapids and here by authorize him tr> 
select the delegates from O'Brien coun
ty to the state convention. 

Mr. Brown named the following dele
gates: F. T. Piper,  O. H. Montzhiimer, 
D. H. Smith, J.  V. Wilcox. M. Wilbur, 
It .  W. Kdy, Joe Morton, T. Donohue, F. 
Bethel,  O. A. Sutton, Mill ,  H. Allen, J .  
T. Conn, W. W. Arthorbolt.  

The delegation as selected is uncom
promisingly In favor of Cummins for 
governor and its slogan will  be Brown 
and Cummins. It  was thoroughly un
derstood before the selection was made 
that the Brown and Cummins Interests 
are identical and any delegation se
lected by Brown would be for Cummins 
also. 

Sutherland's Contest. 
Special to Times-Republican. 

Sutherland, May 15.—The contest for 
postmaster has stirred up a great deal 
cf excitement.  H. C. Chesley, the pres
ent postmaster,  and D. M. Sheldon, our 
<iry goods merchant,  have both circu
lated petitions and it  was conceded by 
both factions that the one electing their 
delegates to the county convention at 
Primghar, at  the township caucus Mon
day evening, virtually decided' the post-
office appointment.  It  was the largest 
caucus ever brought together here, 127 
votes being polled. Of this number T. 
E. Bark, heading the delegation of one 
of the factions, received forty votes and 
H. C. Chesley. heading the other,  re
ceived eighty-six votes. The delegation 
was instructed for Ed Brown for rail-
load commissioner and A. B. Cummins 
for governor. 

CATO SELLS TALKS. 

nominate a candidate and adopt a plat
form that will  represent the demands 
of the taxpayers of the state,  and we 
propose to so organize that we can 
force the issue." 

"The newspaper reports indicate that 
all  elements In the party favor your 
nomination for governor. Will  you 
make the race?" '  

"No. I  am not and will  not be a can
didate. I  am Interested in bringing 
about a better condition for our people 
in Iowa and am willing to do my full  
share to that end, but my professional 
duties and business relations are of such 
character that I  'could not well devote 
the time and incur the expense incident 
to a gubernatorial candidacy." 

A CLEVELAND SENSATION. 

Daughter of J2x-Attorney General 
Ilartuon Secretly Mnrrled. 

Cincinnati,  May 15.—Society circles 
have been stirred by the announcement 
today that Miss Marjorie Harmon, 
daughter of Jt^dson Harmon, ex-attor-
r.ey general of?'the 'United States,  was 
secretly married on Monday to George 
Heckle, of Boston. Miss Harmon was a 
brill iant debutaiite last year and had 
met Heckle during a visit  of the family 
In the east.  The engagement had been 
announced and the wedding set for 
June, but owing to Mits Harmon's 
youthfulness her parents favored post
ponement. I t  appears this fact deter
mined the young couple to prevent sncli  
a result .  Heckle came hi re on Sunday 
and on Monday afternoon he and Miss 
Harmon visited the residence of a near
by rector and were married in the pres
ence of two friends of the bride. Re
turning they announced the wedding to 
••he bride's sister,  who wired the news to 
Judson Harmon, who was absent frcm 
the city, and he cabled to Mrs. Har
mon, who is in Europe. .Mr. and Mrs. 
Heckle have gone to Boston, where he 
Is a civil  engineer.  

A Bright Class *ol Law Students 
Is Asking for Admission 

to the Bar. 

Judge Robinson Recalls Earlier 
Days-Palo Alto Tax Fer* 

ret Cases. 

SHOT AT YOUNG CHOATE. 

Is Not and Will Not He Democratic 
Candldato for Governor— Ills View 
of Iowa Politics. 

Kansas City, Mo., May 15.—Cato Sells,  
who was a delegate at large from Iowa 
to the democratic national convention 
and chairman of his delegation, passed 
thru Kansas City on his way home 
from a business trip thru the south. Mr. 
Sells was district attorney under Presi
dent Cleveland and has been prominent
ly identilied with the democratic organ
ization in his state for many years.  

"There is no truth in the statement 
that the democrats of Iowa are trying 
to organize or have organized a public 
ownership party," Mid Mr. Sells.  "Our 
tecent conference was the most widely 
attended and most hopeful meeting of 
democrats which has been held in the 
state for years,  but it  was essentially i  
democratic conference. The dominant 
Idea was a campaign in the state on 
purely state issues without any special 
reference to national issues. We pro
pose to stand for an equitable taaxtion 
of all  property without- discrimination. 
The railroad Interests of our state abso
lutely control the dominant wing of the 
republican party. We shall  Insist  that 
the railroads pay their fair share of the 
taxes end ihn.t  franchises of public ser
vice corporations be assessed at their 
actual value. There was no suggestion 
from any quarter which could be inter
preted as shewing a desire to organize 
a public ownership party. 

"The political condition In Iowa is 
this:  The leaders of the dominant re
publican faction, J .  W. Blythe. general 
attorney for the Burlington; Judge N. 
M. Hubbard, general attorney of the 
Northwestern for Iowa, and Governor 
Shaw, will  make a determined fight to 
retain their control.  Thru this Influence 
the railroads have been protected. They 
are now seeking to nominate either 
MaJ. Conger or Senator Trewln for gov
ernor. Conger seems to have the advan
tage thru the advertising he has ob
tained as minister to China during the 
recent troubles. Cummins represents 
the republican Interests opposed to ma
chine and railroad domination. He Is a 
clean, able man and his professions 
have been along a high order of states
manship. But he has at no time squart-
ly committed himself upon the issues 
which have been pressed by the Inde
pendent press that Is making the fight 
for him. It  was the railroad and ma
chine Influence that defeated him when 
he opposed Gear for senator and later 
defeated him when he sought appoint
ment at the time of Senator Gear's 
death. If Cummins should win be 
would, of course, control the convention 
and to be consistent the platform upon 
which he runs must declare for the 
principles which have been insistently 
demanded by those who urge his camll-
dacy. Unless the plutform is outspoken 
along these lines professions would 
count for but little. 

"The democrats of Iowa do not believe 
the republican party of the state will 

Nephew of the United States Ambas
sador In Trouble. 

Denver, May 15.—Mrs. Martha Ewart,  
widow, proprietress of a fashionable 
rooming house, fired two snots at  Joseph 
K. Choate, a nephew of United States 
Ambassador Choate, In a law office dur
ing a conference last night.  Neither 
bullets took effect.  About a year ago 
Mrs. Kwart sued Choate for breach of 
promise, and secured judgment. She 
says she attempted to shoot him because 
he had not settled the judgment. She 
was arrested. On Feb. 14 Choate was 
married In Brooklyn to Alice Muller.  

CARTER'S CO-CONSPIRATORS. 

Judge lirown Buys They Will lie 
Tried In Court. 

New York, May 15.—JU'!v re Brown in 
the United States district court issued 
an order today for the removal of Cap
tain Benjamin D. Greene, John P.,  
William T„ and Edward II.  Gaynar to 
Savannah, Georgia, where they were in
dicted for consjir/iey in connection 
with O. M. Carter,  formerly Captain of 
the United States engineer corps in the 
matter of improvements of southern 
harbors. 

MRS. NATION APPEALS. 

Declares She Will Ucmntid Women 
Jurors and Argue Her Own Case. 
Topeka, Kas.,  May 15.—Mrs. Nation 

will  appeal from the verdict rendered 
against her.  and declares she will  argue 
her own cases hereafter and demand 
woman jurors.  

Shipwrecked bailors Saved. 
Harb"i* Beach. Mich. May 14—The 

members of the crew of the steamer 
Narragansett ,  who abandoned their 
ship In Lake Huron, reached there in 
safety today. The Narragansr-tt  was 
bound from Detour to Port Huron for 
repairs and was without cargo. In the 
brisk winds Sunday the vessel became 
water lugged and' all  on board were 
forced to take to the life boats when 
about twelve miles off Point Aux Bar
ques..  I t  was then. 3 o'clock Monday 
morning and the men were at the mercy 
of the seas for over twenty-four hours. 
The schooner sank after being picked 
up by the Canadian steamer Advance 
and towed part way to Goderlch. I t  
was an old boat,  having been built  in 
1SG1. I ts last owner was John Leiseh, of 
Milwaukee. 

Clear Makers Strike. 
Tampa. Fla.,  May 15.—Six thousand 

cigarmakers are on a strike here today, 
owing to an unusual cause. The bridge 
which connects Tampa with the western 
suburbs has been broken for two in;. .- .  
The men had to be ferried across the 
river and this is slow and unsatisfac
tory. This morning the men struck. Tlu 
cigar manufacturers will  lose thousands 
of dollars on tobacco which had alrealv 
been prepared for today's work. 

•fit 

The I'resbylerlun Assembly. 
Philadelphia, May 15.—In accordance 

wu.n the recommendations of the Pres
byterian general assembly, the confer
ence on foreign missions was held today 
under the direction of the board of for
eign missions, with the chairmen of the 
synodical and presbyterlal committees 
and representatives of the women's mis 
sion board. The session was devoted to 
reading of reports and discussion of 
topics of Interest to mission workers.  

Trainmen Elect Olllc-ers. 
Milwaukee, May 15.—The Brotherhood 

of Railroad Trainmen today elected ti l t  
following officers: Grand master,  P. L'.  
Morrissey, Bloomington, 111.; f irst  vie? 
grand master,  W. G. Lee, Lawisnce. 
Kas.;  second vice grand master,  Val 
Fltzpatrlck, Columbus, O. Other olli-
cers will  be elected this afte.noon. 

Itank ltobbcry. 
Munfordville.  Ky.,  May 15.—Early this 

morning robbers entered the Hart 
County Deposit  and Trust Company's 
building and stole $3,000 in bonds and 
many other valuable papers.  The vault 
was wrecked with nltro glycerine. 

Musicians Elect Officers. 
Denver, May 15.—At the convention of 

the American Federation of Musicians 
the following officers were elected. 
President,  Jdseph M. Webber, Cincinna
ti;  secretary, Owen Miller,  St.  Louis,  
treasurer.  Otto Ostendorf,  St.  Louis.  

Avalanche Crushes Italian Town. 
Home, May in.—Most of the houses of 

tho village of Accrenza, near Polenza, 
were swept away by the fall of an im
mense rock. Troops have been dis
patched to the scene. Thus far fifteen 
bodies have been recovered 

' ' - .v- '  

Important Ruling Made by Su
preme Court in Alston In

heritance Case. ^ 

T.-R BULLETIN. 

IKE 

Special to Times-Republican. 

Des Moines, May 15.—The class of 
young men before the supreme court 
undergoing examination today for ad
mission to the bar is one of the bright
est classes of young men ever before the 
court.  The class is so large that it  
was necessary to divide it  into three 
parts and to have three sets of exam
iners at  work. The examination will  be 
concluded this evening and the young 
men will  learn their fate.  Unless they 
get thru this time they will  have to put 
in another year of study and with some 
of them it means they must give up 
their ambitions. But it  is believed a 
very large percentage will  get thru. The 
frantic efforts of some of the applicants 
to get into the practice of law is amus
ing. There has been a pretty play go
ing on for several days with reference 
to two brothers who are seeking ad
mission. Both were examined last year 
and neither passed, the older getting a 
marking of 62. Both sought to be ex
amined this time. The older gave suffi
cient evidence that he was entitled to 
examination and is being examined. 
The younger of the two was refused 
permission to be examined. Both of 
them filed papers which were curiosi
ties. .  The tit le pages bristled with pa
triotic mottos which were .meaningless 
in such a place. Their papers were tied 
together with monstrous flag-ribbons. 
They have studied law with their father 
who was once a practicing attorney but 
they have been connected with some 
questionable transactions. The at
torney general 's office and the clerk of 
the supreme court had a hard time
keeping both these men from breaking 
into the law. and finally got one of them 
put off;  but the experience with these 
men illustrates how important it  is 
that great care should be exercised by 
those in authority, for at  least one of 
the brothers,  even if he could be ad
mitted to the bar,  is generally unfit  to 
have entrusted to him the Important af
fairs of a lawyer. 

Judge Robinson, formerly of the su
preme court,  recalls how they used to 
get into the practice of law in Iowa. 
The code gave all  discretion to the 
court.  I t  was not uncommon for . the 
court to refer an application to commit
tee of friends of the man who wanted 
admission, and there was no examina
tion. And a great many of the older 
practitioners at  the bar in Iowa were 
admitted under the free, and easy meth
ods in vogue in early days, and they 
made good' lawyers. Now it  is different 
and the young man who seeks admis
sion to the bar in Iowa must show him
self to be competent and fit  to practice 
law. Yet with these restrictions there 
will  be at lea^t 300 new lawyers admit
ted in Iowa this year.  

Tax ferret cases from Palo Alto coun
ty involving a large amount are to come 
before the court at  once if the attor
neys can get the cases advanced. These 
eases in which the district court.  Judge 
.Bailie presiding, decided that the tax 
ferret law was unconstitutional and 
charged up the costs in certain cases in 
Palo Alto county to the county treas
urer.  The amounts involved are as fol
lows; E. K. Murdock. $1-7.14; George 
H. Gammon. $2,753; E. L. McCormiek. 
$2,fi5!>.S3; Charles H. McOormlck, $5,-
244.12; T. H. Tobin, $10,12ti.GS. 

» * * 

The executive committee of the state 
board of agriculture is in session con
sidering the various proposals made for 
special attractions r.cxt,  year.  The num
ber of offers which come to the state 
fair management is large. The man-
ag< rs say they will  have as good a line 
of vaudeville shows, etc. ,  as ever in the 
state.  

. • ' • • • a * *  
In the case of William D. Alston vs. 

William K. Alston from Jefferson coun
ty, decided by the supreme court yes
terday, the entire range ol '  inheritance 
laws In Iowa were gone over. The case 
was one in which a natural son sought 
a share of the estate of his father and 
brought suit  to partit ion the -state.  
The parties were conspicuous for many 
years in Jefferson county. The plaintiff 
claimed to be the natural son of Will
iam Alston, who died In 1S3B, and claim
ed that during his lifetime the late 
William Alston had recognized him as 
such. He had been adopted into the 
family and tok the name of De France. 
Ther was a great diai of contradictory 
evidence in the case. The fact is 
brought out in the decision that the 
Iowa law took a violent turn in the 
matter of inheritances In 1S51, when a 
code was adopted. Prior to that time 
a natural son could not inherit  under 
and circumstances. And in this case 
the plaintiff was born before that code 
was adopted. But the court holds that 
the date of the death of the fatiier is 
the time when rights under the law be
gan. The case was reversed on the 
ground that the trial court rejected 
much of the hearsay evidence which is 
the only kind of evidence upon which a 
judgment may properly be formed in 
cases of this kind; In fact the su
preme court throws open the door for 
all  kinds of evidence In cases of this 
kind. The case involves a large amount 
of property in southeastern Iowa and 
the ablest lawyers were in the case, 
giving It  oral argument at the last term 
of court. . .! ' 

• * » 

Information comes from southwestern 
Iowa that Judlge Tedford, who it was 
rumored last winter was about to re
sign on account of ill health, is still a 
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sick man and that in consequence of 
his ill  health the May term of the dis
trict court of Wayne county has been 
postponed until  June 3 and Judge Rob
erts,  of Ottumwa, has been assigned to 
hold the court.  Judge Holmes, if this 
city, pursuant to an order of the su
preme court,  is in Dubuque trying the 
Dubuque Telegraph case. . 

• * « 

James C. Davis,  of Keokuk, the law
yer who is to preside over the Iowa re
publican state convention at Cedar 
Rapids in August,  got the first  whack 
at the supreme court for the term on 

j  era! argum»nt, appearing in the case of 
Mary Finerty vs. the Supreme Council 
of Catholic Knights of America, a mo
tion for rehearing. Mr. Davis is a typi
cal lawyer and made a pleasing address 
to the court,  how convincing remains to 
be seen. 

ARRESTED FOR INCENDIARISM. 

Iowa Merchant Cliarcod With a Seri
ous Crime. 

(Special to Times-Republican. 
] Council Bluffs.  May 15.—Henry Peter-
j.son, a prominent business man of West-
|  cn, this county, will  have a preliminary 
! hearing Friday before Justice Ferrler 

on l  charge of arson. His arrest fol
lowed an information filed by Samuel 
T. Axtol.  He was released- on bonds in 
the sum of $200. 

Peterson.and his two brothers '  con
ducted a genera! merchandise business 
and lumber yard in Weston. Recently 
they sold a one-third interest in the 
business to August Klopping, who has a 
suit  pending in the district court 
against the Petersons to recover the 
money he paid into the firm. He alleged 
that the condition of the business was 
misrepresented to him. January 6, 
shortly after the sale to Klopping. the 
store was burned, it  being suspected at 
the time that the fire was of incendiary 
origin. 

It  Is alleged by Axtell ,  who filed the 
information, that Peterson was s-er 
leaving the store shortly before the 
flames were noticed. This and other ev
idence which interested parties have 
been collecting led to Peterson's arrest.  

SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 

Decisions Ilnnded Down by Iowu'h 
Illsrhost Tribunal Today. 

Special to Times-Repubiican. 
Des Moines, May 1.1.—The following 

decisions were handed down by the su
preme court today: 

Dermidy vs. Interstate Grain Com
pany, appellant.  Chickasaw. Atliimed. 

Farmers'  Savings Hank, appellant,  vs.  
Housmann, Lyon. Affirmed. 

McKibben vs. Des Moines Insurance 
Company, appellant,  Madison. Affirmed. 

shepard vs. Barnard, appellant,  Clark. 
Affirmed. 

Madison, appellant,  vs. Garfield Coal 
Company, Mahaska. Affirmed. 

Degelan, appellant,  vs.  Wight & Lan
der. Chickasaw. Reversed. 

Craver vs. Norton, appellant,  Story. 
Affirmed. 

BANKRUPT ERICKSON SKIPPED. 

(iorman Hardware Dealer of Slater 
Leaves for Parts Vnknotvu. 

Special to Times-Republican. 
Slater,  May 15.—J. M. Erichson, a Ger

man hardware dealer who went into 
tankruptcy last week, with liabilities of 
S7.500 and assets of about $2,000, has 
skipped for parts unknown, leaving his 
family behind. Erichson left  a number 
of German farmers in the lurch who had 
become security for him. and his clerk, 
Cornelius Mahoney, is out $150 in wages 
unpaid. Erichson is traveling with a 
team and was last seen at Tama. 

DR. DOANE SUICIDES. 

Citizen of lloonevllle Takes Mor
phine In Dos Moines Hotel. 

Special to Times-Republican. 
Des Moines, .May 15.—Dr. H. C. Doane, 

of Booneville,  took morphine last night 
and died in a room In the KIrkwood Ho
tel.  He was a single man and had con
sumption. After consulting with the 
doctors here he was told he was past 
recovery. Last night he complained to 
the police that he had lost $75 In n sa
loon in Des Moines. His parents live in 
Canada. 

Morgan Goes to l'arls. 
London, May 15.—May 15.—J. Pier-

pant Morgan started for Paris this 
morning. ,  

Albany, May 15.—The traction strike'^ ' i ;  
was productive of no serious disorder%fj !  

during the night.  The company mado'v't* 
no further effort to operate cars or re
pair i ts lines and will  probably remain 
inactive until  the military force called 
by the state is in a position to afford 
fullest protection. A strong effort was 

made during the night to bring the con
tending interests into conference but i t  
failed, and establishment of a militia 
patrol began shortly before midnight,  
when three companies of the Tenth 
battalion was dispatched from Wash
ington avenue armory to the company's 
power house, and barns. When D com
pany swung into Quail street the jeering 
crowd fell  in on i ts flanks and rear and 
followed it  to the barn. A? it  halted in 
front of the barn a shower of rocks and 
other missiles fell  among the men. It  
was thought for a time there would be 
a clash but the police drove the crowd 
back and the soldiers made no menacing 
move. The police withdrew as soon as 
the national guard picket l ine was es
tablished around the company's plant 
and as the night wore on the crowd 
melted away. As the new day began to 
dawn the crowd reassembled and at 
daybreak numbered 500. Sentries kept ^ 
the street clear.  The women particular-7,- !  
ly were vindictive and howled out their •'  
choicest epithets at  the non-union men . . 
who showed themselves at the upper 
barn windows. 

The first  detachment of the Twenty- '  
third Infantry arrived here this morning 
and its opening part in this great indus
trial struggle came near being a tra
gedy. Just after their train had crossed 
•he New York Central bridge spanning 
the Hudson it  struck a misplaced 
switch. The engine drawing it  jumped 
the track and went tumbliung over on 
its side. None of the cars left  the track,.  , ;  
but they were given a jolt  that shook -
every man in the train. 

There art  400 men In the detachment, 
under Lieut.  Col.  Brady. The entire .  
Second regiment under command of Col.  
Llovd, including 1,900 men from Troy. '  2 
Cohoes, Hoosic Falls,  Schnectady and 
Saratoga have been ordered to report in 
the city this afternoon. This will  mako 
a total military strength of 2.200. 

The first  active step of the military, .. .  
forces was taken shortly after 10, when ' 
the Third signal corps, mounted, and a 
detachment of mounted police cleared 
the streets around Quail street barn. A 
zone of four blocks was cleared and a 
new picket l ine established at its outer 
edge. This move It  is understood is pre
liminary to repairing the lines ! .n that 
vicinity and clearing away of wrecked 
cars and obstructions on the tracks. 

President Mahon of the International 
Amalgamated Association of Street 
Railway Employes, left  the city today. 
Before going he gave out a statement In 
which it  was said that Chairman Dll-
worth and he had come to Albany hnp-
ing to bring about an adjustment of the 
difficulties between the Union Traction 
Company ar.d i ts employes, but owing 
t oth'e existing bitterness there were no .  ~ 
preesnt prospects of bringing the con-\. ' ,  > 
tending forces together.  I t  was there- !  

fore decided to leave affairs here in th.i  
hands of the two local organization?. 
Mahon added that the strikers had the 
support of the international organiza
tion. 

Adjutant ITofTman Drops Dead. 
Albany, N. Y..  May 15.—Bulletin: AdJ;.  :  

Gen. Hoffman, of the National Guard,-
dropped dead today while In consulta
tion with Maj. Gen. Roe. 

EXPLOSION KILLS NINE. 

$9 

.':;l 
'~;l 

Many Others Hurt In a West Virginia--',". 
Coal Shaft. 

Farmington. W. Va„ May 15.—Nine 
men were killed, three fatally injured 
and a number of others burned by an 
explosion in the shaft of the George 
Creek Coal and Iron Coompany at this 
ni.ire today. The number of dead rnay 
exceed nine, as several miners are stil l  
missing and only a few bodies were 
brought out of the mice. The known 
dead are: Carl Hunter,  Daniel Alferte,  
Tony Romenie, I .  H. Everson, Joseph 
Nichols and Manor Beatty. 

The explosion is said to be due to th* 
carrying of a lighted torch In the mine. 
There were forty men in the shaft.  

Trueedy In WaBhlncton, 
Everett ,  Wash.,  May 15.—John Fay, 

at  La Connor, reprimanded his fifteen 
year old son for a trivial offense. The ;

;  l  
boy's 'eelings were wounded and' he se-.  
cured a gun and shot himself In the 
head. Hearing the report of the gun 
the father hastened to the scene and :  

upon seeing the condition of his son, 
picked up the weapon and blew out his 
own brains. 

Death List Increnslne. 
St.  Louis,  May 15.—The Globe-Demo- '.'"5 

crat today says: It  is now definitely 
known that not more than five lives'  
were lost in the wreck of the steamer 
City of Paducah on Sunday night.  Capt.  
Kirkpatrick, of the wreckcd vessel,  tele
graphs that the negro roustabouts and 
deck hands who were reported missing 
are all  accounted for.  

I 

steamer Burned. 5^: 
Evansvllle, Ind., May 15.—The Pteam 

er Owensboro, a towboat, burned to the 
water's edge at Calhoun, Ky., Ia9t night, 
and wto firemen named CrenBhaw and 
Bringman, of Evansvllle, together with 
two roustabouts, lost their Uvea, The 
bout was valued at $6,000. 

Charles B. Tlchnor Dead. 
Racine, Wis., May 15.—Charles 

Tlchnor, one of the best known men In 
railroad circles In the northwest, was 
found deadi in bed thla noralat&p 

'§>\ 
B. '  


