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NEWS BUTCHERS AND LITERATURE. 
If' the stock of literature displayed 

•ad sold by news butchers on the 
trains Is to be accepted as typical and 
adapted to the taste of the traveling 
public, then public tlaste "needs fix­
ing." .On a train this morning a pas­
senger ordered the newsboy to bring 
him something to read. "Haven't any 
magazines," said the boy, "but have 
you read 'Harry Tracy?' It's a,bout the 
late outlaw. It's a peach." The pro­
spective purchaser had, as appeared 
from the ensuing conference, been de­
prived thus far of that privilege, but 
knew opportunity when it came knock­
ing. The news butcher made his sale 
Uid the literary passenger forgot the 

jurpftd as he followed the fortunes of 
/•'the late outlaw." And this on Thanks­

giving day! 
The boy's own literary tlaste is not to 

be held responsible. He carries the 
^books that sell best. The big company 

which supplies him with his literary 
wares is watchful of the public de­
mand. If "Harry Tracy" and "Jesse 
James," with their idealizations of rob 

• bery and murder, are tiie standard of 
the news butcher's trade it ds because 
the supply house has properly gauged 
the wants of those who buy books on 
the trains. The literary respectability 
of the book is no concern of the boy or 

= the book house. They need the money 
" and take the shortest cut to Its acqui­

sition. , 
There Is prevalent a marked and un­

healthy craving for the trashy and vi­
cious. Perhaps the newspaper stories 

>',pf criminal climaxes are in a measure 
blamable for the vogue of "Harry 
Tracy" and Its congeners. Back of it 
all, hiwever, is a taste that needs 
amendment and reform. Good, honest 
literature doesn't sell on the trains, 
inhere Is no dearth of exciting litera­
ture, of tie better class, but the masses 

not want It. There Is apparently a 
-5'lall for vicious adventure and the 
frenchlflgd and nasty. The big train 
tales fall to "Harry Tracy" or the 
gchool of naked and bawdy realism. 

, Zola Is always in stock, Robert Louis 
Stevenson and Ian McLaren rarely or 
never. 

Much of the trash sold on the trains 
Is absolutely vicious and demoralizing. 
It is foolish and filthy and carries con­
tamination. It teaches a lesson of 
loose morality and is a condonation of 
trlme. Perfiaips the free city and 

l
vlownship libraries will go far toward 
"fcorrectins its Influencer but there is no 
doubt that the trashy and Vicious stuff 
With which the trains and news stands 
are crammed awakens and strengthens 
criminal and Immoral tendencies and 
is responsible for many worthless and 

-Vicious lives. 
But think of bfiying "Harry Tracy" 

v0n .a Thanksgiving morning! 1 
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A VICTORY FOR FAIR PLAY. 
A The settlement of the Chicago street 
railway strike In favor of the company 
on almost every important point, com­
ing at a time when retrenchment 
peems to be the watch-word all along 
the lines of commercial forces, may 
be looked upon as the turning point In 
the present era of labor union ex­
cesses. Here was a union contending 
tor demands that were neither fair 
nor reasonable in a single clause save, 
possibly, that as to wages. The fight 
Was made in Chicago, the hot-bed of 
unionism. Property was destroyed, 
rioting occurred and competing work­
men' were assaulted, yet public senti­
ment In Chicago has bo changed on 
the labor union question that the 
mayor and police dared to struggle 
tor the supremacy of the law and the 
employer finally won every contention 
in which his position was justified. Es­
pecially was this support of public 
sentiment noticeable in face of the fact 
that the street railway corporation had 
robbed the public of extortionate pro­
fits which made the workmen's demand 
tor a "divy" seem plausible. 

The question of wages will go to arbi­
tration on the basis of the scale paid in 
other cities. The workmen were will­
ing to arbitrate an increase but re­
fused to arbitrate on any basis that 
made a reduction possible. The com­
pany won its contention to arbitrate 
oh the basis of wages all over the coun­
try, but It is not probable that wages 
will be reduced. A compromise In­
crease is altogether probable for a 
street railway system In Chicago shoul l 
not suffer any of the effects of over­
production now troubling Industrial en­
terprises. 

The union demanded the right to 
pass upon discharges of employes, a 
contention which has no justification In 
good business sense or common fair­
ness. It is unquestionably true that 
there is an element of co-operation in 
the street car business which entitles 
the workmen to a share In street car 
earnings but in all business organiza­
tions there must be a Seat of authority 
over the organization which repre­
sents the men who invest their capital 
and assume the risks. A worwman, 
when he enters the employ of another, 
virtually says to his employfer "I will 
do certain things for you for a stipu­

lated, guaranteed price; you direct my 
labor antl niulce a profit oil it if you 
can." If the employer can not direct 
that labor he is denied the opportunity 
of making it earn more than said work­
man could earn for himself and it is 
to be presumed that the laborer's 
price is equal to what h? could earn 
for himself, hence the on pioye'.- under 
the union demand 's dei'.rt his murg'n 
of profit by the very stipulations of the 
contract. It fires the anger of a free 
American for a labor union or any or­
ganization to demand the right to dic­
tate to him whom he shall pay wages 
to an.l to whom he shall' not. The 
union laborer, were he to become cap­
italist, would not stand it for a moment: 
and he is unreasonable in demanding-

such subserviency on the part of oth­

ers. 
The company, likewise, wins on its 

contention for an open shop. One year 
ago, it is not likely, this point could 

have been carried, but, as the labor 
question is studied, it is apparent that, 

as between private employers and 

workmen's organizations, the closed 
vshop is a matter of contract. If, by 
concerted refusal to accept employ­

ment in an open or non-union shop, 
union workmen can force or make de­

sirable a contract for a closed shop 
they are acting strictly within the 
rights and privileges of free men. but, 

if the employer refuses to so contract, 
he should enjoy the unrestricted right 
to employ other men if he can. Any 
government that allows his property 

tc be burned or his new workmen to 
be stoned is a government of tyranny 

by one class over another. 

The right of the union to be heard in 
the matter of routing cars was a just 

one only in-so-far as the routing af­
fected their comfort and wages. The 
company contended for the right to 

manage its own business and to do its 
own routing and won. Nevertheless 

the workmen will probably get the 

con-cessions they demanded,. Likewise 
it was necessary, to a compromise thai, 

would settle anything at all, that ths 

strikers be allowed to return to their 
former jobs and, in conceding this, It 
is more than likely that the company 
was serving its own best Interests, 
since the service of the original force 

was certainly of much more value to 
the company than that of a new and 

untrained one. The company, on the 
ether hand, was justified in reserving 

the right to -refuse a return to those 
men engaged In violence against the 
employes or property of the company 

during the strike. The result seems a 
decided victory Tor fair play. It will 

warn union labor to be cautious and 
reasonable in its future demands and, 
with the advent of a greatly curtailed 
empVayment. competition for jobs will 
mark the Chicago street railway strike 
as the turning point In the strike con­
tentions of the present industrial era. 

TOPICS OF TMJl, 
TIMES * * * 

"GOD BLESS US ONE AND ALL" 
There Is sufficient cause for thank­

fulness today. The country In gen­
eral may offer thanks for the best 
crop of' a decade, for the continuance 
of business prosperity and the hope 
which present conditions offer to the 
future. Mr. Hanna is thankful ov^r 
the defeat of his rival, Chicago over the 
settlement of its street car strike an:? 
the wives and children of the strikers 
are tearfully thankful as well. Per­
haps Mr. Fltzsimmons is dimly thank­
ful that he won the decision and the 
long end of the purse last night at 
San Francisco and his opponent, Mr. 
Gardner, is thankful that no worse 
thing happened to him. It is a day for 
remembering mercies, of thankfulness 
for blessings vouchsafed more than 
to be prayed for, an occasion for grat­
itude more than expectation. It is the 
day when we take stock of the good 
t h a t  h a s  c o m e  t o  u s  a n d  b e l o n g s  t a  
memory more than hope. 

If each individual were to count his 
causes tor thankfulness perhaps the 
first thought would be gratefulness for 
life and health and comfort in the 
home. Thanksgiving is peculiarly a 
home holiday. It centers In the life 
of the family. It is essentially human. 
That there are warmth and cheer aM 
hope and happiness about the fireside; 
that the wife's eyes are bright and 
the baby plump and hearty is cause 
for deep gratefulness, to the Giver tho 
much may have been withheld. There 
Is no special privilege or caste in this 
kind of thankfulness. It belongs like 
love In every human life and blossoms 
on every hearthstone. Old and worn 
but never over-quoted the prayer of 
Tiny Tim applies as aptly to this 
Thanksgiving as to the first one—God 
bless us one and all." 

Favorite Hymn Writer*. 
'Many of the hymn writers most pop­

ular with Protestants nowadays were 
not Protestants, but Catholics and con­
verts to the church. Not to speak of 
Cardinal Newman's "Lead, Kindly 
Light," Father Saber's hymns—"adapt­
ed," of course—are included in every 
hymn book of every denomination; 
Canon Oakley's translation of the 
"Adeste Fidelia" Is by far the most 
popular version of that sweet hymn; 
of the many translations of the "Stnbat 
Mater" the best known Is that by Fa­
ther Edward Caswell: "Brightly 
Gleams Our Banner," so • frequently 
heard In Protestant churches and so 
great a favorite with Protestant sun-
day schools, was written by another 
convert priest, the Rev. Thomas Pot­
ter. Then there are Father Rawes, 
Mr. Hawker. Coevntry Patmore, Ade­
laide Proctor and others not a few. 

c 
There Is no cough medicine so popu­

lar as Foley's Honey and Tar. It con­
tains no opiates or poisons and never 
fails to cure. For sale by B. A. Mor­
gan. , 

Manchuria, according to the London 
Contemporary Review, lias already 
cost Russia $300,000,0110, with a better 
chance of a further outlay of an equal 
amount than of dividends on tile in 
\ estment at large. 

» • • 
Miss Vera Goldsteir., of Victoria, 's 

about to test the right of women to 
sit in the Australian iiarl'ament by of­
fering herself as a candidate. She Is 
rembered in. this count/y as the Aus­
tralian delegate to tlie woman's suf­
frage convention in Washington last 
year. During her visit she was com 
missioned by the Criminology Society 
of Victoria to Inquire into our regula­
tions regarding juvenile criminals and 
neglected children. 

» » • 

"To settle a bet," said the visitor, 
"how long can a man go without 
food ?" 

"Ask the man over there." said the 
snake editor. 

"Is he the editor wlio answers ques­
tions?" 

"No, he's a piet." 
—Philadelphia Press. 

« • » 

It Is a queer state nf things, indeed, 
that confronts the parents of Philadel­
phia. With 7.944 chi dren on "part 
time" and 2.029 in "double classes," 
there are 1">9 unoccupied schoolrooms 
in the city. This does, not Include the 
school buildings in the older parts of 
the city, where business has en-
croa-ched on the residential portions, 
and Where there are many buildings 
partly empty. The parsimony which 
has marked the dealings of the Phila-
delphit school board -with the teachers 
in Its •employ is bearing its legitimate 
fruit. Xot only do capable, experienced 
teachers show a fatal propensity for 
migrating to New York, Boston and 
others cities which pay better salaries 
than the City of Bro;herly Love, but 
the supply of such teachers as see lit 
to remain is decreasi lg from year to 
year. This fact is demonstrated by 
the lists of substitute teachers, from 
which the ranks of permanent teachers 
are reinforced. In 1900 there were 
said to be G74 substitutes on the list; 
in 1902. 508; In 1903, 419. Many of 
these are not available for permanent 
duty. Altho the demand for teachers 
Increases yearly, as new schools build­
ings are opened, there has been a rap-
Id and steady decline In the number 
of students enrolled In the Girls' Nor­
mal School. In 1S9S the number of stu­
dents was 603; this year it is only 295. 

• * • 

In connection with Madame Patti 's 
present tour in this country the En­
glish papers recall thi^, the diva was 
actually born in the green room of an 
opera house. Her :nother, a prima 
donna of some talent, >vas singing with 
the celebrated Signor Slnico when she 
was suddenly taken ill, and carried to 
the greenroom, where Adelina Patti 
was born. Sinico has related how in 
haste he tore up his wardrobe to find 
wraps for the infant, little guessing 
it would be the greatest singer in the 
world. 

• * • 
The London Mail relates an exciting 

incident which occurred In connection 
with a meet of the B-'lvoir Hounds at 
Newtonban A fox was pressed so 
closely that he endeavared to cheat his 
pursuers by entering \he grounds of a 
neighboring farmhouse. Here he 
climbed into a thick shrub forming 
part of an arbor, but was dislodged, 
and he theii got back to his original 
quarters with the hounds Jn close pur­
suit. The fox then sought a fresh 
hiding place. Entering by the open 
door of the back kitchen he took ref­
uge in the copper flu«, squeezing him­
self between a dinner pot and the 
chimney. The houn<5s, however, dis­
covered his sanctuary and a melee en­
sued, chairs, tables and washtubs be­
ing overturned in lhiit encounter. 8he 
lox was eventually brought out and 
broken up on the lawn In the presence 
of the field and many excited villagers. 
Something that in Anerlca would be. 
likely to arouse the activity of the 
S. P. C. A. 

• • * 
All good advertising is educational, 

says Printer's Ink. It is unfortunate 
that there is'not more good advertis­
ing. Men who read ponder over what 
they read. If one's advertisement may 
not attract the reader to his place of 
business, it may take him to another. 
This applies generally, so that often­
times one will gain t-ade thru the ad­
vertisement of a comaeitor. Thus what 
one may lose to his compeitor thru his 
own advertisement will be restored to 
him thru the efforts of his competitor 
to gain trade. The leading thought of 
!* all, tho, is that In all cases the work 
of educating the people Into buying 
goes on steadily thru advertising. 

• • •» 

It Is reported from Rome that the 
new pope desires to signalize his ac­
cession by the creation of a new dog-
fria, namely that of the assumption of 
the Virgin Mary. It. Is probable that 
non-Catholics will learn for the first 
time that this never has been a dogma 
of the church, tho It Is *ald that belief 
In It has always been encouraged. The 
assumption plays nuch a large and 
splendid part in Christian art that it 
is far more familiar to the general 
cultivated mind than many events 
stamped by the church as authentic. 
From the beginning, no relics of the 
Virgin's body ever :iave been exhib­
ited, like those of many saints, and the 
legend of her empty tornb and bodily 
translation took firm hold on the ro­
mantic mediaeval invagination. It is 
said that the demand for making the 
new dogma comes mainly from 
France and from Catholic Germany 
and England; which seems a little 
queer, because these countries have 
not been educated to belief in the as­
sumption. like the Italians, by many 
masterpieces of paJnting. Pope of the 
more spiritual type like to conneot 

their reigns with new dogmas. Pius 
IX. established that of the immaculate 
conception. Leo XIII., who was a great 
ecclesiastical statesman, did not need 
to commend himself to posterity in 
this way. 

• * « 

The boys and girls are now a,t school 
who may some day see the Industrial 
development of the old south surpass 
that of the old north—the textile fac­
tories of New England, New York and 
Xew Jersey and the iron works of 
Pennsylvania eclipsed bv thos.^ of the 
Carolines. Georgia, Alabama and Ten­
nessee. In the number of bales con­
sumed. the southern cotton mills are 
already ahead of those in the north; 
the number used by the former in the 
year ending Aug. 31 last having been 
2.000.729, against 1.967,635 In the north. 
This Is all the more remarkable from 
the fact that even as late as 1SS9 thr-
amount consumed at the north was 
three times as great as that used in 
the southern mills. In value of product 
the north is still away In the lead, from 
the liner quality of the goods pro­
duced; but it is claimed that th" 
southern mill owners are now "getting 
ready" to produce finer goods ns weli 
as the coarse sheetings, ticks, denims, 
etc.. to which they have heretofore 
limited their attempts. The vast ad­
vantage of manufacturing on the spot 
where the fibre grows, thus saving two 
freights, may ultimately bring about a 
transfer to southern mills of nearly 
the whole of that portion of the world's 
cotton manufacturing which is done 
for the benefit of American wearers. 

• • • 
Ottumwa Is In extreme danger of 

losing her water supply. The high wa­
ter that flooded the city and did untold 
damage to property last fall also 
changed the course of the Des Moines 
•Iver at that point, learlng the water 

station on a little bayou in place of on 
the main channel. There Is now great 
clanger that the freezing of the bayou 
may cut oft the water supply of the 
city. 

IOWA OPINIONS ANO NOTES/ 
The Iowa City Republican says of 

the late Governor Drake: "He was a 
worthy citizen, who loved his state and 
his country, who devoted much to the 
general good. Mankind is Ills debtor.' '  

day  i t  has  ev iden t ly  reached  i t s  o ld  
t ime  prosper i ty ,  and  th i s  b r ings  ou t  the  
po in t  o f  th i s  sc reed .  Magaz ines  have  to  
and  do  ca te r  to  a  ce r ta in  c lass  o l  
r eaders ,  and  t ime  shows  they  can  on ly  
inc rease  the  number  of  the i r  subscr ib ­
e r s  Ins ide  o f  tha t  c lass .  To  i l lus t ra te .  
A  ce r ta in  b ig  pub l i sh ing  house  a t  one  
t ime  had  a lmos t  a  monopoly  of  the  
d ime  nove l  pub l ica t ion .  The  cheap  
magaz ine  began  to  cu t  in to  the i r  sa les  
depar tment .  Quick  to  no t ice  the  new-
demands  these  pub l i shers  pu t  on  the  
marke t  wi th  a  grea t  f lour i sh  o f  t rum­
pe ts  a  t en  cen t  magaz ine ,  and  the  
sworn  c i rcu la t ion  of  so  many  hundred  
thousand  cop ies  i s  the  resu l t .  J im 
mark  these  words :  The i r  c l i en tage  i s  
the  same.  The  d ime  nove l  r eader  now 
buys  th i s  magaz ine .  

The  modern  magaz ine  pub l i sher ,  ve ry  
much  l ike  the  modern  ho te l  keeper ,  
knows  tha t  he  cannot  feed  everybody .  
So  the  menta l  purveyor  o f fe r s  a  hungry  
publ ic  the  k ind  of  food  he  th inks  they  
pre f t rVf i  t ha t  i s ,  he  o f fe r s  to  a  ce r ta in  
c lass  the  k ind  of  menta l  food  he  th inks  
they  want .  The  ana logy  goes  fu r the r  
in  t i l l s .  A  ho te l  keeper ,  can  buy  pork  
and  beans ,  sauer  k rau t  and  "weenies . "  
l ive r  and  on ions ,  eh ,ap .  There fore  he  

In  f ron t  o f  the  bar ,  whi le  the  wives  and  
mothers  huddled  over  a  d i lap ida ted  o ld  
cook  s tove ,  ha l f  f rozen .  We can  re -
member  pass ing  by  the  open  sa loon  
when  go ing  home f rom school  and  see ­
ing  knock-downs  and  drag-ou ts ,  mid  
mm ly ing  beas t ly  d runk  in  the  back  
a l l eys  wi th  g rea t  swarms  of  l i i e s  hov­
e r ing  beau t i fu l ly  over  open  mouths .  
We a re  no t  pa r t i cu la r ly  anx ious  to  re ­
tu rn  to  those  days .  However ,  the  open  
sa loon  had  some advan tages .  There  
a re  good  c i t i zens  who  l ike  a  g lass  >f  
bee r .  Under  sa loons  they  had  no  
t roub le  ge t t ing  i t .  Under  p roh ib i t ion ,  
they  buy  whisky  o r  a lcohol ,  which  : s  
f a r  worse  than  beer  because  i t  i s  f a r  
more  In tox ica t ing .  

Under  h igh  l i cense ,  the  d rug  s to res  
so ld  to  the  " tony"—those  who  d id  no* ,  
wan t  to  be  seen  in  a  sa loon .  When  
proh ib i t ion  came,  pa r t  o f  the  l iq i i ' ^ -

pa t ronage  of  the  sa loon  went  to  the  
d rug  s to re  and  par t  to  the  boo t legger ,  
f ind  pa r t  sn ipped  d r ink ing .  The  mul? t  
came a long  and  par t  <»f  t he  boo t legger  s  
pa t ronage  went  to  the  d rug  s to re  and  
par t  s topped  dr ink ing .  The  resu l t  i s  
tha t  such  of  the  o ld  sa loon  bus iness  . . s  
r emains  has  gone  to  the  d rug  s to re .  I t  
i s  use less  to  unreasonab ly  condemn th ' :  
d rug  s to res  fo r  t i l l s  f ac t ,  because  th l  

THE HUNTING SEASON. 

Fatherly advice Is thus given by the 
Mason City Times-Herald: "The school 
girl should do two things—take "-1  

of her health and make a chum of htr 
mother." 

The ship subsidy question comes up 
in the Waterloo Courier columns as 
follows: 

"That Great Britain should propose to 
abandon ship subsidies will be a se­
vere blow to the contention of those 
who maintain that American merchant 
marine can only be re-established with 
the aid of subsidies." . 

"What is the use of trial by jury, 
asks the Davenport Democrat, "with all 
the evidence before men sworn to do 
their duty, if their findings are to be 
overturned by those whose sympathies 
are appealed to, and who would rather 
be obliging than otherwise?" 

The men who, at the time of a 
strike, oV at any other time, defy the 
law are simply inviting an Increase of 
military power," asserts the Cedar 
Rapids Gazette. "Their action is fa -
tal to all the Interests of the poor 
man." 

'Should the democrats unite fo op­
pose the president's Panama canal bus-* 
iness," says the Rockford Register, 
they will simply get hold of the hot 

end of a political poker." 

The Burlington Gazette, dem., charg­
es It all up to strenuosity. "This stren-
uosity," it asserts, "can not permeate 
the whole nation without many ambi­
tious citizens letting go of a strictly 
moral accountability in tfie race, for 
wealth and for distinction In public af­
fairs." ' > 

The Dubuque Times remarks as a 
matter of course that "the democracy 
is reliably "agin the government." It 
defended the right of secession during 
the civil war and denies it in the case 
of Panama. In the case of the Fili­
pinos It denies our right to govern an­
other people without their consent, but 
it insists on the right of Colombia to 
govern the Panamaltes without their 
consent. The question in Panama Is 
purely one of fact. If the Panamaltes 
were In actual possession of the gov­
ernment when the United States rec­
ognized them, the usual course was 
taken." 

"Pshaw, I must have missed It! "Ah, a turkey or a goose I 

) 

\ 
"Nope. Here It la. •'Gosh, it must be a pheasant!" 

—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

OUTSIDE POINT OF VIEW 

The Modern Magazine, and Its Readers. 
Some one once paraphrased an old 

saying, Into "show me the newspaper 
a man reads," and I'll show you the 
man. This may have been true at one 
time, but today, with the universal as­
sortment of all kinds of news and com­
ment the daily paper appeals to no one 
particular class of readers, and is only 
selected by subscribers and purchasers 
because each paper has some promi­
nent news feature that especially 
pleases said readers. But the modern 
magazine has evolved into specialty. 
Thus we have men's, women's, boys' 
and girls' magazines. No trade or pro­
fession but now has a magazine de­
voted entirely to the interests of such 
trade or profession. There was a time 
when a sporting paper covered the 
entire field of sports. Now subdivisions 
have occurred, and the gun and the 
rod each demand a separate magazine. 
That baseball, football, basket ball, 
golf and cricket magazines shall In the 
near future compete with the poker, 
crlbbage, whist, pinschle, seven-up, 
bridge and old maids' weekly papers is 
more than probable. 

• * * 
But to the class of magazines more 

properly to come under the head of lit­
erature, these words have reference. 
For instance, one of our oldest month­
lies has had a curious experience. As 
this was one of the high-priced publi­
cations, it naturally first felt the com­
petition of the low priced (10 cent) 
magazines. Attempting to meet It by 
reduction in price, their circulation and 
consequent advertising patronage 
"went to the dogs." Just in time, the 
publishers, to save a wreck, put back 
the price to the old figure, improved 
the style, quantity and quality, and to-

car. offer the class that enjoys such 
food "a square meal" at a low price, 
and the magazine publisher prescribes 
along exactly the same lines.. Some 
of our modern magazines are all pork 
and beans. Another publisher caters 
to a class that want their mental foo " 
"gamey"—want It is near putrifaction 
as can be handled and hold together. 
By hold together, understand, as "loud" 
as will go through the United States 
mail. So certain realistic writers offer 
their readers stories that are perfectly 
proper In language, but horribly sug­
gestive in thought, designedly so. This 
class of readers want this kind of men­
tal food and are willing to pay an ex­
tra price for it. a fact perfectly well 
known to the publishers of such maga­
zines. 

• • • 
Another class of magazines cater en­

tirely to the Bertha M. Clay and the 
Duchess styl? of admirers. At the risk 
of personal trouble the writer calls 
them the sweet girl graduates' con­
solation. The kind of stories our 
daughters desire before they are mar­
ried, and an inherited taste on the fem­
inine side of the house. And so on. 
Columns could be filled in describing 
such magazines and their inevitable 
readers. That much good time is 
wasted, in the sense that If such pub­
lications were not in existence, the time 
we have for reading would be better 
employed with better reading. Is ad­
mitted by all observers. Fortunately, 
the other side is that the boy reading 
his magazine, has hoi dof something 
a little higher In thought and expres­
sion than his former dime novel. Still 
more fortunate for the present age is 
the sure evolution of the reading habit 
into something better. Many a staid 
matron of today wonders how It was 
that once she so thoroughly enjoyed 
the love stories of the New York Led­
ger of forty years ago. 

T H E  PUMPKIN VINE. 
[Keokuk Gate City.] 

The Chicago and Northwestern rail­
way has a piece of track running from 
Belle Plaine, la., to Muchakinock, :n 
the coal fields near Oskaloosa. It is by 
all odds the crookedest railroad in the 
state—possibly in the United States. Jt 
twists and turns on short notice and 
with such frequency that ever since it 
was constructed, about eighteen year 
aiy>, it has been known as "the pumpkin 
vine." So devious are its windings 
that while no one has ever said that 
the engineer and conductor of a train 
could shake hands from their respec­
tive stations as they passed each oth< r 
curveting thru the hills, It has been 
stated on good authority that one 
must, in order to see the caboose from 
the engine, look across the country 
and also know where to look if he 
wishes to see it. The writer of this 
was on the first locomotive that came 
thru to the southern terminus of the 
line, and made a number of trips ov?r 
the road afterward. He Is prepared to 
vouch for almost anything that may b J 
said concerning its deviations. It Is 
the "meanderlngest" piece of railroad 
to be found anywhere. 

THE LIQUOR QUESTION. 
[Iowa Falls Citizen.] 

As a boy, the writer remembers go­
ing home from school and passing by 
the open door of the open saloon. In 
summer the fumes of beer floated 
gracefully out on the open street and 
in the winter crowds of men and boys 
toasted their shanks by the big stove 

law forced the liquor traffic to them. 
It Is perhaps true that the bulk of 

the liquor sold In drug stores Is sold il • 
legally, but there are some mitigating 
facts. The drug store business is based 
on the liquor and drug trade combined. 
The drug store Is confronted with this 
proposition—sell liquor, fall, or get out 
of business. Most of them sell liquor. 
I t  I s  human nature .  Few men care  fo  
be branded as failures. * * * To remedy 
the trouble the high license man offe-s 
the open saloon and the radical pro­
hibitionist a club with which to beat 
out the brains of the druggist. Neither 
w|ll succeed. Just what to do Is dif­
ficult to determine. There is no use 
jumping out of the frying pan into the 
fire. Conditions are bad but they havj 
never been bettef. About the only 
feasible immediate remedy offered is 
the state dispensary plan. It Is certain­
ly worthy of consideration. It elimin­
ates the element of proflt. which is the 
motive force, that causes illegal sales 
in Iowa. 

IOWA AND AUTHORSHIP. J ^ 
[Cedar Rapids Republican.] 

T h e  Keokuk Standard and the Mar­
shalltown Times-Republican have been 
discussing Iowa authors, who they are 
and why the state does not produce 
more of them. Octavo Thanet and 
Hamlin Garland are drawn Into the dis­
cussion, as about the brightest lights 
In the literary horizon of this state. 

The Marshalltown commentator 
thinks that Iowa is too commercial for 
literature and the Keokuk paper thinks 
that Iowa lacks the scholastic Instincts 
and that Iowa colleges fall to dominate-
the thought of the communities that 
harbor them. The Iowa City product, 
it Is stated, is more apt to be a politi­
cian than a literary man. 

It Is always pleasant to dissent, and 
a controversy is the breath of life, but 
In this Instance one finds it hard either 
to dissent or to controvert unless it is 
the statement that Hamlin Garland and 
Octave Thanet are great authors. 
Heaven bless them for they are credit­
able writers, but they are simply a lit­
tle Jess ephemeral than the rest of the 
book makers In this state. Neither one 
has struck a note that will long rever­
berate in the world. When they die 
they will probably receive honorable 
mentions, but their books will soon be 
forgotten. Few people can name any 
of their books twelve months after 
they are published. Mr. Garland is 
one of the most successful inake-be-
lieve artists In the humbuggery of 
American literature. 

And as a matter of fact, why this 
yearning after authors, on the part of 
Iowa? Bookmaking—the most ephe­
meral of books. Thousands of books 
are made every year and the one who 
pays for the making is fortunate if 
enough copies are sold to pay the costs. 
Now and then the people go crazy over 
a book—just as that Fifth avenue mob 
of women went crazy over the Goelet 
wedding, and then everyone buys it and 
makes a great furore. But it soon died 
out. 

Of course, a real creator would be 
welcomed, a man with a mission, with 
an epoch making book, but after all 
has been said that can be said in favor 
of American literature, there has hard­
ly been an epoch-making book produc­
ed in this country. For the most part 
American literature has been the re­
echoing of the past and the reflections 
of other countries. Plenty of pretty 
rtid dainty things are done in prose, 
aVid verse, and bound up in handsome 
covers, but all America Is still without 
an author of the first rank. She hardly 
has an honorable mention in the sec­
ond class. 

Why then, brethren of the press, be 
so distressed over Iowa's lack of pro­
gress in this respect. When America 
does speak to the world the speaker' 
13 apt to come from these produc­
tive prairies, instinct with the energy 
of reproduction, sweetened by the 

winds  of  the  sou th ,  and  pur i f i ed  by  the  j 
w inds  tha t  b low f rom the  nor thwes t , ;  
a s  f rom any  o ther  pa r t  o f  the  count ry .  
The  Marsha l l town paper  i s  mis taken  
when  i t  says  tha t  the  Iowa  au thor  mus t  
go  abroad  fo r  the  migh ty  insp i ra t ion  
of  mounta ins  and  pr imeva l  fo res t s .  

What ' s  the  mat te r  wi th  p r imeva l  
p ra i r i es?  

Where  in  th i s  wor ld  a re  the re  such  
migh ty  energ ies  d i sp layed?  Where  i s  
the re  such  a  sweep  of  v i s ion?  Where  
a re  men  s t ronger?  What  does  a  fo res t  
have  to  do  wi th  i t ?  I t  i s  sa id  of  So­
cra tes  tha t  he .  s e ldom went  ou t s ide  the  
wal l s  o f  Athens .  "The  count ry  can  
teach  me  no th ing ."  he  was  in  the  hab i t  
o f  say ing ,  "people  can . "  

What is 
Catarrh f 

THEATER BAGS. 

They Are Very Acceptable Gift* at 
Cliri«tiii:iN Time. 

Nothing is a tuoro acceptable present 
tlinn a theater bug made to hold fan. 
opera glasses, scent bottle and hand­
kerchief. In choosing materials for a 
theater bag yon must bear in mind the 
worldly circumstances of the recipient, 
and if the theater bag will be carried 
in and out of trains and trolley cars 
select something that does not easily 
soil and lose Its pristine freshness. It 
is best always to avoid much span­
gling. as it is liable to tarnish, and 
epangles have a tendency to fray the 
surface of dress material. 

A useful theater bag would be one 
composed of cornflower blue uiiroir vel­
vet cut thirteen inches deep and twelve 
in breadth. It should be lined with a 

A USEFUL THEATEB BAG. 

contrasting color in oriental satin. It 19 
joiued up the sides and lower edges. 
The distinctive touch' consists in cut­
ting the top into tabs, turned under to 
form loops. A number of rings half an 
inch in diameter are sewed below the 
tabs, and ribbon or cord is run through 
them to draw the bag by. 

An exceedingly dainty bag is one In 
the rosiest shade of pink satin em­
broidered with a design of yellow clus­
ter roses. It is lined with primrose silk, 
but the top, instead of being split into 
tabs, is turned down and hemmed. 
No rings are sewed on, but a running 
slide of ribbon, and all along one side 
on the lower edge and beneath the frill 
is a succession of tiny bows alternately 
pink and primrose. This is charming 
in lil.v leaf green satin embroidered 
with 'lilies of the valley and lined with 
white, or in nasturtium shadings. 

Some smart bags have part of the 
center of the pattern cut away, allow­
ing the lining to be seen, and the raw 
edges outlined In gold Japanese thread. 
Pretty pieces of Japanese embroideries, 
now so fashionable, make effective 
bags if insertions of oyster white satin 
are mixed with the embroidery strips. 
Painting on satin Is not very success­
ful. It Is apt to rub and certainly does 
not repay the time spent on it, as the 
surface covered is one impossible to 
fill with striking clusters of flowers. 

Suede leather can be pressed into 
service and looks well studded with 
Hat jewels and embroidered in silk and 
gold thread, but it should only be used 
for special occasions, as it catches the 
dirt. 

The great advantage of the theater 
bag, apart from its usefulness, lies in 
the fact of its being an economical 
present, and one which uses up all 
remnants. 

t vi i A Runaway Bieyele ;  ̂
Terminated with ah ugly cut on the 
leg of J. B. Orner. Franklin Grove, 111. 
It developed a stubborn ulcer, unyield­
ing to doctors and remedies for foui 
years. Then Bucklen's Arnica Salve 
cured. It's just as good for burns, 
scalds, skin eruptions and piles. Twen­
ty-five cents at George P. Powers' drug 
store. t - •.. .. 

A Good Name. 
From personal experience I testify 

that DeWltt's Little Early Risers are 
unequaled as a liver pill. They are 
rightly named, because they give 
strength and energy and do their work 
with ease.—W. T. Easton, Boerne, Tex. 
Thousands of people are using these 
tiny little pills In preference to all oth­
ers, beca»se they are so pleasant and 
effectual. They cure biliousness, tor­
pid liver, Jaundice, sick headache, con­
stipation, etc. They do not purge and 
weaken, hut cleanse and strengthen. 
Sold by all druggists. 

Are You Afflicted With 
THE ITCH DUG OF THE BtOOD? 

Eczema 
The prevalence ol Eczema amonff the young and 

old is due to the introduction of poisonous matter 
In the blood. Those pimples,sores and eruptions 
upon the face, neck and body ate all caused by 
impure blood. ECZEMA is a living fire to tue 
blood, and the blood tires the skin wiyi the fuel of 
its impurities; remove the impurity ana the trouble 
passes away. WEDER1NK is a specific blood 

erescription that cleanses, filters and purifies the 
lood of every possible taint, and quickly and per­

manently cures Eczema. Thousands of well-
known citizens in every section of the country have 
been cured by the MEDERINE treatment after 
all other remedies had failed. This is the reason 
that every bottle of MEDERINE is sold on the 
positive and absolute guarantee that it will cure. 

Write MEDERINK REMEDY CO., Puluth, Minn., for 
their system of treatment. All letters answered, Illustrated 
booklet containlog cures mailed free. 

Price $j.oo per Bottle—6 Bottles $5.00. 
Sent express paid if your druggist does not carry MED* 

ERINB in stock. 

MEDERINE OINTMENT Ecreina. Salt-Rheum, 
Old aud Ruuuing Sores, Boils and Ulcers. 50c per box. 

IflVlfeElllftlE ft A AD For toilet, bath and nursery, 
IVlCllElflnC «UMr tallies the skin; a complexion 
beautlner, a perfect cure for C ~ beautffier, a perfect 
diseases. Price a$c. 

r Dandruff and all scalp and skin 

Mederine Remedies are told and nummteed by 

ALEXANDER DRUG CO. 

If You Have Any of the Followinj 
Symptoms Send Your Name and 

Address Today. 

I s  your  b rea th  fou l?  I s  your  vo ic i  
husky?  I s  your  nose  s topped?  Do yo i  
snore  a t  i i iHrh t?  Do  you  sneeze  a  f f rea i  
(Ura l?  J»o  vou  l i avo  f requen t  pa ins  u  
r 

the forehead? Do you- n^ve- palm 
across the eyes? Are you losing- youi 
sense of smell? Is there a dropping In 
the throat? Are you losing your sense 
of taste? Are you gradually getting 
deaf? Do you hear buzzing sounds: 
Do you have ringing in the ears? Dt 
you suffer with nausea of the stomach' 
Is there a constant bad taste in th« 
mouth? Do you have a hacking cough 1 
Do you cough at night? Do you tak< 

cold easily? If BO, you have catarrh. 
Catarrh is not only dangerous in this 

way, but it couses ulcerations, death 
and decay of bones, loss of thinking 
and reasoning power, kills ambition 
and energy, often causes loss of appe­
tite, indigestion, dyspepsia, raw throat 
and reaches to general debility, idiocy 
and Insanity. It needs attention at 

<j«ce. Cure It with Gauss' Catarrh 
Cure. It Is a quick, radical permanent 
cure, because it rids the system of the 
poison germs that cause catarrh. 

In order to prove to all who are suf­
fering from this dangerous and loath­
some diesease that Gauss' Catarrh Cura 
will actually cure any case of catarrh 
quickly. I will send a trial package by 
mail free of all cost. Send ua your 
name and address today and the treat­
ment will be sent you by return mail. 
Try it. It will positively cure so that 
you'will be welcomed Instead of shun­
ned by your friends. Write today. Tou 
may forget t tomorrow. C. £}. GAUSS. 
1937 Main Street, Marshall, Mich. 

DR. N. M. WILSON 
Proprietor if th* Marahalltowffc I* 

A 
N m 

I N F I  R M A  R Y  
No. IS WnI Main 0trMfc : 

ESTABLISHED IN 1871 
This Infirmary boa been established la 

Harshalltown for twenty —yen yean, whet* 
hundreds of patients hare bees m>»l 
rearly, and where every prepaimMoa la 
biade for the treatment o< aU dlataaao atf 
the eya and earaloa* and all rarfieml c,-
llona an these organs where necessary na 
tBteoplan (burrowing lashes). Pterygia!* 
removed and artificial eye* Inserted with-
oat pain In cases of granulated lids aad 
lore aad Inflamed eyes, as well aa nlcerated. 
tarulent or gonorheal opthalmla. the treat* 
L A a —_s^_ MM A*Iim • aa ^Inail daMa Bent is superior to any other | 
A* fact that It does i iw» iu., uw. sot Injure the eyea 
laanycaseL Blnestone and nitrate ofailTev 
are generally used In such cases, soaaetliaae 
causing permanent bilndneea. This infirmary, 
baa treated over 10,000 patients In th* pas* 
twenty-seven years In this city, refereaee <4 
Which can be had by addressing the ahot* 
lor other references correepoad with tbt 
business men of M arshalllova e* Marshaflf 
County. . . 

Or. Wilson I* a graduate ia his lasfasalaa 
(rom the Chicago Opthalmlo Oollesa. Ate 
look a course at the Chicago XJUalcal Softest 
*ad Hospital ta 1891, and the Illta** ^a 
ltd Kar Infirmary tkatoHv 

i i  i  i i H i i i i i i i i i n m n i ;  

i m n i i i n i m i n n n i u  


