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FIRE IN SHOE FACTORY; 
AWFUL LOSS OF LIFE 

Fifty-Five -.Bodies Have Been Taken From 

, Kuins and Deaths List Will 
Probably, Eea^h 100 . f 

Explosion of a Boiler Causes Collapse of Building, the Oil Soaked 
Ruins Taking Fire and Burning- With Incredible Quickness 

: —Many Employes Unable to Extricate Themselves From the 
Debris are Cremated Alive—Scene of the Disaster at Brock
ton, Mass.—Many of the Dead Bodies Recovered So Badly 
Burned as to be Beyond Recognition. 
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' Brockton, Mass., March 20. —Within 
an hour alter about six hundred em
ployes at the R. B. Grover shoe fac
tory had begun work today, the boiler 
'blew up in the engine room, wrecking 
<a section of the building and starting 

; H lire, which destroyed the 'ruins and 
spread to other 'buildings near by. Ow
ing >to the nature of the accident and 
"the speed with which the flames seized 
upon the collapsed section and the ex
citement an accurate estimate of the 
loss of life is impossible. It is under-

•' stood upwards of 200 persona were at 
rwork In the departments near the 
.boiler room. 

At 10:30 It was learned about fifty 
were unaccounted for and It was be
lieved many of this number might be 

< jdead or injured. The factory, a large 
four-story wooden structure, was des-\ 
troyed. "l.( ' 

Several duelling houses nearby and 
the Dahlberg block across the,street 
from' the factory were also destroyed. 
The financial loss is estimated at $200,-
«00. ' , , ; 

Most of the employes in the main 
• part of the plant succeeded in escap
ing, altho in a terrible panic. A num
ber were Injured. 

The factory Is situated1 albolit rt. ihilte 
South of the city proper. A series of 

•, alarms summoned all the fire appar
atus In the city to the scene. Aid was 
also sent from nearby places. The 
firemen experienced the greatest dlffi*. 
eulty In battling with the flames, as 

• the factory was of an extremely in
flammable nature, nearly all floors sat
urated with oil. Their attention chief
ly was given to the part of the fac
tory nearest .the boiler house and in 

' the early stages of the fire a number 
of employes were extricated from the 

" ruins. . 
The flames soon, however, stopped 

the rescue work and the entire plant, 
with those who failed to escape, had 
to be abandoned. Meanwhile news 

', of the accident had reached the homes 
j$/of, operatives and thru the crowds al-
Yjfjready near the burning factory men 
'?/ ahd women struggled wildly towards 
.* ' the center to get news of relatives. 
tf^Crles which sounded above the roar of 

the flames were heard as frantic wom
en learned there was little hope for 
anyone who was caught ini the building. 
After the explosion many employes 
jwent to their homes. This added to the 

, ^difficulty in compiling a reliable list 
|So£ missing. 
V; The Brockton hospital was notified 
5,at once of the disaster and hvrried 

reparations were made to receive the 
njured. All ambulances, police wag

ons and many Street carriage^ phy
sicians and surgeons were hurriedly 
Bent to the scene. 

-Many Bodies Recovered. 
Twenty-five bodies hadi been taken 

from the ruins up to 11:30. Many of 
4hem were so terribly mutilated and 
burned as to make identification1 almost 
impossible. . 

Fifty May be^-Oead. *'• 
Fire Marshal Briyden stated a re

port made to him up to noon indicated 
the list of dead might' reach fifty. 

Calls have been sent out for every 
person who escaped to indicate the fact 
kt once.' In this way it is hoped that 
a fairly accurate estimate of the num-
ber of dead may be ascertained. 
•j The dead: 

David Rockwell, engineer, died short 
ly after being arrested, 

John Smith. , ̂  
Stephen Snow. ' & 
Missing: 
Frank Bell. 
Barnabus Lewis. 
Nellie Leary. 
Maurice Fitzpatrick •' « 

, Mira Berger. . ** w|f 
• j  Mrs. Perry. 
; Injured: ' ' t k 

Andrew Lundell. -j • 
Elmer H. Dodge. ' , • ^ 
Hlrma Pierce. - ^ t •£ 
Ir# Buck. t 

i George W. Lawrence. 
j Alderman George Mork $$M 
' William McGunliee. ^ 

Joseph McLaughlin. 
'. Reynolds. 

• William Emerson^ ^ v 
John Turatr. 

J lr 
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Brockton, March 20.—At 2:30 thirty-
five bodies had been removed from 
the ruins. None were identified. JThe 
list of injured numbered upwards of 
fifty. An official of the Grover Com
pany expressed the opinion that pos
sibly a hundred perBons would be 
found, t6 have lost their Mvrs. 

3:15 p. m.—Forty-two bt liea have 
been recovered. Two hundred' and 
fifty of the 400 employes are accounted 
for. 

4 p. m.—Fifty-five bodies have been 
recovered from the ruins. 

' t 4jSf# 

s .Engineer Held. 
Brockton, March 20.—David Rokwell, 

engineer in charge of the boiler, has 
been detained by the police, pending an 
investigation. 

HIS BODY A SWITCHBOARD 

Injured Massachusetts Electrician Has 
Spinal Bones Wired Together. 

Great Barrlngton, March 20—"I'm on 
the high road to recovery," said H. 
,Clyde Parrish, an electrician, today. 
•Tve just succeeded in telegraphing to 
my toes." 

While repairing a break on a line he 
came in contact with a live ifcire and 
fell thirty feet, striking on bis back. 
Surgeons found there were fractures of 
the spine In the region of the dorsal 
vertebrae, with a pronounced down
ward dislocation. In removing a blood 
clot It was pecessary to saw thru the 
four brokbn bonnes, turn them 'aside, 
remove the clot, return the bones to 
their places and wire them together, a 
part of each bone being cut away. For 
six weeks Parrish lay immovable on a 
pneumatic mattress. The operation it
self was one of the rarest and most 
delicate known to modern surgical 
science. 'I: '£[• '• 

I FLOOD IN EAST 

refused to answer questions regard
ing the family. The millions went to 
the widow of Louis Hammorsley, 
afterwards duchess of Marlborough 
and now Bercsfonl. ; 

SMITH IS REPENTANT. 

President of Mormon Church Modifies 
Statement at Smoot Hearing. 

Salt Lake City, vJtah, March 20.—Jos
eph F. Smith, president, of the Mor
mon church, yesterday in a public 
address in the tabernacle modified and 
explained his statement made to the 
senate investigating committee at 
Washington to the effect that he had 
received no revelations from God. In 
his address President Smith is quot
ed as saying with reference to revela
tions: 

"Ini Washington I refused Jo say 
what my Inquisitors wanted me to say 
in order to get me into a trap: that is, 
to say that God had given me a revela
tion on some new law or precept which 
\v|is to be included and written in the 
laws of the church. Did you ever hear 
me deny that I had been guided by 
God? No. No man ever heard me say 
this. 

"When1 I was first baptised; as a 
child, God revealed, to me that I had 
tlone an act which ihe approved. God 
also revealed to me that Joseph Smith 
was a prophet of God, raised^ up by 
the power lAlmighty. He revealed to 
me in terms incontrovertible that 
Brigham Young succeeded lawfully to 
the presidentcyi of the church by the 
•will of the Almighty. He revealed to 
me that John Taylor was the divine 
successor of Brigham Young, that 
Wilford Woodruff was the divine suc
cessor of John Taylor, that Lorenzo 
Snow was the divine successor of Wil
ford Woodruff. I leave it to you to say 
whether it is right and lawful for me 
to be in this position. 

"I fervently believe that God has 
made manifest to me many glorious 
•things and much more wisdom than is 
inherent in.myself and will continue 
to do so as long as I am ready to 
listen when He speaks." f 

PARKER TO SPEAK 

Alleghany Has Reached High Stags 
at Pittsburg and There is Appre
hension That Much Damage Will be 

Done to Property. 

Pittsburg, March 20.—The water 
stage in the Alleghany river at 9 
o'clock this morning was twenty-five 
feet and rapidly rising. Preparations 
for a, flood are being made as a stage 
of thirty or more feet is predicted by 
nightfall. Already the lowlands are 
submerged. Mills and factories on 
river fronts have suspended opena-

tions. 

MAS$-.OF TANGLED IRON. 

One Trainman is Killed, Three Fatally 
Injured, and Several Hurt. 

Detroit, Mich., March 20.—A Trib
une special from Owosso, Mich., says: 
A north bound Ann Arbor passenger 
train collided head on Saturday with 
a south bound freight engine running 
light north of Mesick. JOihn Doyle, 
fireman of the passenger train was in
stantly killed. Three trainmen were 
fatally injured, another trainman lost 
a leg 'and four passengers and three 
section men suffered less serious injur
ies. %The dead: 

John Doyle, fireman of passenger 
train. <• J * > 

The injured* * 
P. J. Jenson, conductor of the 

freight, fatally injured. 
Chris Kress, freight engineer, list 

both legs, will die. • 
Irving Bennett, freight fireman, 

probably fatally scalded. 
Albert Veit, passenger engineer, lost 

one leg. 
The freight train had been ditched 

by spreading rails. A flagman, it is 
said, had been sent to stop the pas
senger train but failed :in his mission. 
The freight engine getting free from 
the wrecked train started (southward to 
get assistance, and met the passenger 
train on a curve. The section men in
jured had been picked up by the pas
senger train along the line, and were 
riding in the baggage car on their way 
to assist in clearing away the freight 
wreck. 

REBECCA JONES IS DEAD. » 
* , 

She Attained Notoriety as a Wit
ness Who Refused to Answer. 

Ballstgn, N. Y., March 20.—Miss Re
becca Jones, the woman who attained 
wide celebrity some twenty-five years 
ago in New York by refusing to ans
wer questions in the surrogate's court 
in the Gordon-Hammersley will con
test and suffered imprisonment over 
one year for contempt without yield
ing, died here yesterday. 

Miss Jones was born here in 1822 
and for over thirty years was the 
trusted servant of the Gordon-
Hammersley family. She was called 
as a witness in the will contest and 

Late Presidential Candidate to be One 

of the Principal Speakers at Jefferson 
Day Dinner of the New York Demo
cratic Club. y 

New York, March 20.—Alton B. 
Parker is to be one of the principal 
speakers at the Jefferson day dinner 
of the Democratic Club in this city, 
April 13. Parker had previously declin
ed an invitation to attend'a dinner and 
deliver a speech, A few days ago, how-
syer, a friend of Parker asked Presi
dent Fox of the Democratic Club If 
William J. Bryani and former President 
Grover Cleveland were going to be 
present at the dinner. He was inform
ed that both had sent regrets. Parker 
then made a formal request for permis
sion to withdraw his letter of regret 
and accept the invitation. His request 
was granted. 

WROTE LOVE NOTE IN BLOOD. 

Ingenious Prisoner Opened Veins With 
A Pin, But to No Purpose. 

Bihghampton, N. Y., March 20.— 
Pricking his arm with a pin until the 
blood flowed, a prisoner in the county 
jail whose identity is not divulged by 
the authorities used the blood to write 
a loving letter to his sweetheart. In 
the letter he says that he is glad ?he 
is free and expresses the hope that he 
soon will be. In it he requests her to 
meet him near the Hotel Arlington on 
the day following the penning of the 
letter, but his expectations were not 
realized, as> he is still in jail. 

With the flowing blood' he used a 
tooth pick In writing the missive, 
which reads as follows: 

"Dear Annie: This is the first oppor-
tuhity I have had to address you. We 
have met for the first and last time. 
I am pleased to note that you are free 
and think I soon will be free also. Thi3 
is from your true friend and lover, 

"U. L. S. 
"P. S.—Please meet me near the Ho

tel Arlington tomorrow afternooji, as I 
will be out of here by that time." 

The jail authorities are reticent in 
regard to the affair, one of them mak
ing the statement that he had sworn 
not to give out the facts in the case 
nor the name, of the man. Following 
the word "met" in the letter is a word 
partially blotted, which closely resem
bles the word "here." 

If it is the word "here" a romance 
may have been the result of the incar
ceration of some feminine prisoner 
during the time that "U. L. S." was in 
custody. (Tho the women and men 
prisoners are separated at the jail-, it 
is possible for them to talk occasion
ally to one another. In his letter the 
man says that he is "glad to note that 
she is free." This may be taken to 
substantiate the theory that a loving 
couple have had-their hearts pierced 
by Cupid's darts while they, hungered 
for liberty from behind prison bars. 

The bi-ood-written letter is in the 
hands of the jail authorities. 

: 
NO RELIEF AFFORDED." -

Denver Election Officials Must Servo 
Their Sentences. 

Washington, March 20.—The su
preme court today denied the motion 
for writs of habeas corpus in the cases 
of Peter Miller and Thomas Shepper-
son. two Denver election Officials, who 
were sentenced to terms of imprison
ment by the supreme court of Colo
rado on charges of violating orders of 
the court in connection with the No
vember election. 

Baron Hammerstein Dead. 
Berlin, March 20.—Baron Von Ham

merstein, Prussian minister of the in
terior, is dead of asthma, complicated 
by heart weakness. 

• Emperor Joseph at Budapest. 
Budapest, March 20—Emperor Fran

cis Joseph arrived here in connection 
with the ministerial crisis. 

RACE FOR 
HARBIN ON 

The Japanese and Russian Ar
mies Are Almost Parallel 

. With Each Other 

BUT LITTLE NEWS RECEIVED 

Anxiety as to the Fate of the Russian 

Force Continues at the Russian 

Capital—Linevitch Believed to Have 

Divided His Army—Peace Talk Has 

Been Renewed, 
e~ /•; 
—— 

" i,-
BULLETIN. 

St Petersburg, March 20. The Novo 
Vremya in an editorial, for the first 
time today admits the possibility of 
peace. 

St. Petersburg, March 20. — A dis
patch from Linevitch, dated the 19th, 
says: "The commander of the second 
army reports he has had no further 
fighting. No reports were received 
from the first or third armies. I have 
inspected the troops which have arriv
ed from Russia. They are in excellent 
spirits and good health." 

St. Petersburg, March 20.—Anxiety 
regarding the fate of Linevitch's force 
continues, the main danger to them 
being the Jap columns which are hur
rying northward along the great trade 
route twenty miles west of and par
allel with the line of retreat. The 
heads of these columns were officially 
reported to be passing Fakoman, thirty 
miles northwest of Tie Pass, on Fri
day. Their appfearance doubtless has
tened the Russian retirement, which 
may now have become literally a race 
northward, as once the Russians are 
headed It woiild be egsy for the Japan
ese by a short cut to throw themselves 
across the line of retreat. After leav
ing Kalyuan; Linevitch is believed* to 
have divided his army, the main por-
tlon clinging to the railroad and the 
other falling1 back along Mandarin 
read, which runs to Klrin.' 

' RATIFICATION OF WARNER. 

Mass Meeting Will Be Held at Kan
sas City. 

Kansas City, March 20. — A mass 
meeting to ratify the election of Major 
William Warner, of this city, to the 
tJnlted States senate to succeed Sena
tor Cockrell, will be held In Conven
tion hall In this city next Friday even
ing, Invitations to attend have been 
Extended to many prominent Missour-
lans, and Senator-elect Warner's re
publican and democratic friends will 
vie with each other In paying him 
honor. Kansas Cityans, regardless of 
their politics, will avail themselves of 
this opportunity of complimenting 
their distinguished fellow citizen. The 
list of speakers will include all of the 
notable political orators of the state. 

HAY'S RESIGNATION A MYTH 

Only III Health Will Compel the Sec
retary's Retirement. 

Washington. March 20.—The rumor 
that Secretary Hay contemplates re
tiring is without foundation, except so 
far as it possesses a bearing upon his 
future health. It is conceivable that 
the secretary may continue to decline 
and that his retirement may become 
a physical necessity. 

• When Mr. Hay left Washington, 
however, his sole object was to re
cuperate his health so that he may 
continue his duties as secretary of 
State thruout the administration of 
President Roosevelt, or for as long a 
time as circumstances will permit. 

BEEF TRUST INQUIRY 

Government Investigation of the "Beef 
Trust" Commenced — Independent 
Packers Will iBubmit Evidence to 
Show Methods of the "Big Five"— 
Three Hundred 
poened. 

Witnesses. Sub' 

The Losses at Mukden 
St. Petersburg, March 20.—Complete 

details of the losses at the battle of 
Mukden are not yet available at the 
war office, but reports thus far re
ceived Indicate 120,000 men killed, 
wounded or made prisoners and about 
eighty field guns captured. Almost 
every siege gun, it is affirmed, was re
moved. ' V:

v ' ; 

Kuropatkin on Way to St. Petersburg. 
St. Petersburg, March 20.—The story 

that Kuropatkin remained at the front 
in command of Linevitch's old first 
army, is untrue. He is proceeding to 
Irkutsk, where he may stop a short 
time to recuperate before returning to 
St. Petersburg. His nerves are said 
to be badly shattered. 

STILL DECLINES PEACE. 

Emeperor Nicholas Continues to De
clare Himself for War. 

St. Petersburg, March 20.—-While 
Emperor Nicholas, whose word Is final, 
still declines to abandon the prose
cution of the war, and the government 
maintains its ability to continue the 
conflict, the* Associated Press is In a 
position to state that powerful influen
ces, including several of the emperor's 
own' ministers, are now strongly urging 
that the time has come to indicate to 
Japan Russia's desire for peace on. a 
reasonable basis. 

Should Japan then attempt to im
pose' too onerous conditions, these in
fluences argue that in view of the uni
versal wish to &ee the conflict ended, 
Russia's position will be strengthened 
abroad by the alienation of sympathy 
from Japan .and the situation at home 
improved when the nation is made to 
understand; that the emperor's pacific 
proposals have been met with impos
sible terms. 

One of the emperor's ministers, in a 
conversation with the Associated Press, 
said: • 

"We have suffered bitter defeat 'on 
land and sea. We can, howeVer, still 
continue the war. But both countries 
have suffered great losses in blood and 
treasure, and it would only profit the 
rivals of both were we to fight on until 
one or the other is exhausted. Russia 
has had a hard task fighting the war 
against such adversaries, 6,000 miles 
from home, and I contend" she can make 
a diginfied peace, without glory but 
not without honor. As the victor on 
land and sea, Japan can afford to re
member, as Bismarck did at the con
clusion of the Austro-Prussian war, 
that two countries Vvhicli must live 
thru the long future as neighbors 
may need each other's friendship. Jap
an may consider the time propitious, on 
account of the situation in; European 
Russia, to try to crush us. Suppose 
for the sake of argument, she suc
ceeded in finally forcing a humiliating 
peace, it could not be more than an 
armed truce. Russia is too big and 
powerful to retire permanently from 
the field. The clouds at home will 
eventually roll away. With the army 
and navy reorganized, in five, tern or 
fifteen years, there will come inevit
ably our revenge. No permanent peace 
is possible now or later unless Japan 
is reasonable." * 

To the suggestion of the possibility 
of an alliance between Russia am! 
Japan, the minister said: "A reason-

Chicago, March 20. — The govern
ment Investigation of the "beef trust" 
began today. Judge J. Otis Humph
rey, of Sprtngflold, administered the 
oath to grand veniremen, whose names 
have been kept a profound secret for 
three weeks by the officials of the Uni
ted States district attorney's office. 
The government Is represented by As
sistant District Attorney C. B. Morri
son and Assistant Attorney General 
Oliver H. Pagin. Attorney John I. 
Miller represents the packers. Much 
Information bearing on specific in
stances, alleged to be in violation of 
the Sherman anti-trust law, Is said to 
berin hands of the federal prosecutor. 

V The Independent packers, headed by 
ScViwarzchfld &. SulsbergWr, fiavfe ar
ranged to submit evidence to the gov
ernment tending to show the manner 
in wl)lch the smaller packers have 
been forced to follow the dictation of 
the so-called' "big . five." Witnesses 
from out of the city have been assign
ed dates for their appearance at the 
grand jury session. Several reported 
to the district attorney's office today. 
Of the three hundred subpoenas issued 
Clerk Mackjnillan reports all except 
four have been properly served. At
torney Miller denies any witnesses for 
the government have been spirited 
away and are on "vacations," as has 
been reported. 

After selecting fifteen jurymen 
Judge Humphrey adjourned session 
until tomorrow. 

LASHES RUSSIA AS SINFUL. 

Church Prelate in St. Petersburg Calls 
Defeats Just Penalty. 

St. Petersburg, March 20.—Metro
politan Antonius has issued a remark
able pastoral address arraigning Rus
sia for vanity, frlvolty, dissipation and 
impiety, the just punishment of which 
is humiliation of the nation. He 
preached repentance and the fear of 
God. 

"It is not the first time," the pastor
al says, "that on holy Russia has fallen 
dire misfortune, but then Russia was 
a wholly different country, strong in 
the love of holy religion and impreg
nable in devotien to the emperor and 
the fatherland. 

"Now,' while carrying on a great war, 
instead of congregating in a spirit of 
?high and s«l'f-deny.ing patriotism, 

Internal disseneion reigns in the land, 
everything is overthrown, science Is 
neglected and what is holy is trampled 
upon. During the carnival days last 
week, while our heroes were dying In 
unequal combat, watering the battle
fields with their blood, we dared even 
then abandon ourselves to the usual 
excess and days of feasting and un-
seemvv dissipation. 

"Wii.X^igiht we are despised by all, 
mocked at by all the people of the 
earth. Awake, then, holy, orthodox 
Russia: fear God, cleanse thyself from 
the stain of the foulness of thy sins. 
Repenit, enlighten thyself, and God 
will give thee grace." 

{Continued On Eighth Page..) 

DAVID LUBIN'S SUGGESTION. 

Decided Step Toward Establishment of 
Chamber of Agriculture. 

Vienna, March 20.—A further decid
ed step toward the establishment of ar. 
international chamber of agriculture, 
proposed by David Lubin, of California, 
and initiated among the powers of the 
world by the king of Italy, was taken 
in Vienna yesterday. At the invita'ion 
of Reichsritter Hochenblum, the head 
of the Austrian department for the pro
tection of agriculture and forests, there 
assembled here yesterday representa
tives of the agricultural interests of 
Germany, Austria, Hunugary, Spain 
and Italy for the purpose of informing 
themselves concerning the proposed 
chamber. 

Members of the congress will com
municate to their respective organiza
tions the Information acquired at yes
terday's meeting thru the commendablfe 
foresighted Initiative of the king of 
Italy, which was declared to be of the 
greatest importance and value to na
tional and International agriculture. 

Gen. Thrift Proposes to Give the 
« Militia Plenty of Target 
J.-./. Practice , 

QUALITIES THAt COUNT IN WAR 

Aim of the New Adjutant Will be 

to Make the Men Efficient for War 

Rather Than Dress Parade—Cheap 

Rates for the G. A. R< Encamp

ment—Other New*. 

T-.R. BULLETIN. 

Special to Times-Republican: 
Des Moines, March 20.—Iowa guards 

will get about all the ammunition 
they can use this year for target prac
tice. It is the belief of Adjutant Gen
eral W. H. Thrift that It Is much more 
important that a man should be able 
to shoot straight than that he should 
be proficient In the matter of drill and 
the like. The general is evry partic
ular about the effllclency of militia 
men as to all points and takes partic
ular pride and delight in seeing a com
pany of men go thru the maneuvers 
with regularity and skill , but he 
thinks the efficiency of an army for 
Warfare, the thing for which It is in
tended primarily, depends on the 'abil
ity of the man behind the gun. Gen
eral Thrift thinks it is a mistake for 
the federal govement to make appro
priations for civilians for target tprac-
tlce and for gun clubs. He says the 
state militia or national guard is not 
taken care of yet properly and the 
first expenditures should be for It. In 
case civilian organizations are en
couraged to practice target shooting he 
thinks it should always be with an 
army rifle and equipment. The state 
of Iowa does not appropriate eaough 
money for the use of the guards for 
target practice now and especially Is 
deficient on paying for the rifle ranges. 
General Thrift thinks this year, how
ever, every Company can get all the 
practice it wishes. No ammunition 
will lie issued uhless the companies 
use it, but every encouragement and 
inducement will be held out to the men 
to practice. 

••• • » * , 

Adjutant General Newman, 6t the 
Iowa department of the G. A. R., has 
received word from the'railroads to the 
effect that a one fape for the round trip 
will be allowed for the annual encamp-, 
ment at Osikaloosa In May except for 
points where the fare is one dollar or 
less. In such cases the fare will be 
one and one-third for the round trip. 
For the past ten years the department 
has always had a rate of one fare for 
the| round trip. The rate this year 
gives that to all points of the state ex
cept those in Mahaska county and 
close by. There will not be enough 
time left now to take the matter up 
again -with the railroads in the hope 
of getting a less rate, so the matter 
will be allowed to stand as >it is. All 
but a small part of the state will hafe 
the same rate as In former years. 

• • • 
Members of the Iowa library com

mission will meet in the offices of» the 
secretary in the state house Thurs
day for the regular meeting. Nothing 
but regular business, .will come up at 
the meeting so far as Is known now. 
The commission in fact has but little 
power and can do little more than act 
in an advisory capacity to the secre
tary. This is because of the hostile 
legislation passed when the commis
sion was created. It has been the hope 
of the friends of the commission who 
are aware of the work that Is being 
carried on an of the possibilities of the 
commission, that the next legislature 
would remedy! thisj The members of 
the commission regularly appointed are 
Mrs. Harriett C. Towner of Corning: 
Witter H. Johnston, Fort Dbdge; Mrs. 
Elizabeth S. Norris, of Grinnell, and 
Mrs. Anna B. Howe, of Marsballtown. 
They serve without compensation but 
have their traveling expenses paid. 
State Librarian Johnson! Brigham Is 
ex-offlclo president and Superintendent 
Riggs and President McLean of the 
state university are ex-ofticio mem
bers. 

» • • 

Over in Nebraska they are looking 
to the Iowa railroad commission as a 
model. A letter from George C. Jun-
kin,; chairman of the committee on ac
counts and expenditures of the house, 
asks for the abstracts for railroad re
ports for 1904, if printed, and says 
"we look to Iowa as a state which (has 
Pi model method of handling railroad 
rate questions." The legislature out 
there is planning to pass some railroad 
legislation and Mr. Junkin is looking 
for information and ideas. • 

* * * 
Dwig'ht N. Lewis, secretary of the 

railroad commission, believes that a 
great deal of good will be the outcome 
of the meeting in Chicago of the com
mittee of the national association of 
railroad commission secretaries. With 
the committee a large number of rail
road men met. The purpose of the 
meeting was to devise a method or rule 
that should be uniform in all states 
for determining what per cent of the 
money expended by a railroad In re
pairs and improvements should be 
classed in the operating expenses and 
what part as betterments. The mat
ter Is one of decided interest to the 
public altho at first sight It might 
appear to be merely a technicality. For 
Instance, if a railroad replaces a wood
en bridge with a steel one In order 
to keep up the efficiency of the road 
and handle the Increased traffic and 
the steel bridge costs three times as 
much as it would have cost to put In 

1 a new wooden bridge, and the road 

/ Weather, 
Sun Rises March 21, 6:03; Sets, 6:13. 
Iowa—Threatening with probably 

showers Tuesday and 'in the west to
night. .. , 

Illinois—Threatening, with probably 
showers Tuesday and in' the south to
night. • 

South Dakota—Probably showers to
night and Tuesday; warmer In the west 
tonight. 
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charges all the <c©3t of the steel bridge 
to operating expenses, at the end of 
the year Its operating expenses will be 
high and the profit of. handling the 
road' will be correspondingly small. 
The railroad commissioners will there
fore be forced to allow the, road to 
charge hlgri freight rates-.. If «l ,the 
other hand all Is charged to better
ment or improvements the capital in
vested In the road will be correspond
ingly increased and /there will be an 
Increased amount on whdeh to pay 
dividends. In a general way the com
mittee in Chicago decided to eharge 
to operating expenses that per cent 
necessary to keep the road to its stan
dard of efficiency. Considerable labor 
will have to be expended in working 
out the rule in detail and it will be 
reported to the national association in 
August before It Is adopted. 

• • • 
Among other things which the new 

Western Fair Association proposes to 
do the elevation of the character of the 
attractions at the state fairs will be 
one of'the foremost.- The moving pic
tures which the Nebraska people had 
at the Nebraska building at the St. 
Louis exposition illustrating farm life 
in the west from actual scenes and 
said to be one of the finest of its kind 
produced, is among the attractions 
which will be given at each of the state 
fairs of the association this year. It 
will be under a tent and an admission 
will be charged. It is proposed to elim
inate a lot of the cheap tent shows that 
are of a third-rate order, and In time 
have nothing but the very best. It 
was the belief of all the managers of 
the associations represented that the 
time has come when the people want 
the very best in the way of attractions 
at state fairs. The new association 
will not in any way interfere with the 
American Association, which meets 
annually In Chicago and Axes the dates 
for all state fairs, but will supplement 
its work.. There "will be co-operation 
as to attractions and also In the mat
ter of privileges. Those who take priv
ileges will hkve to pay up or they will 
not get in at the next fair they at
tend. At the meeting Saturday, W1. 
R. Mellor, president of the Nebraska 
association, was made president, and 
C. H. Sampson, secretary of the Kan
sas fair, was made secretary. It was 
found that in some states twice as 
much was charged for privileges as at 
others. There will hereafter be a unl 
formity of price. 

MENTZER LOCATED 

City Recorder of Cedar Rapids, Who 
Disappeared Mysteriously, Leaving a 
Shortage in Accounts, Has Been 
Found at Oklahoma City. 

Specia'. to Times-Republican. * 
Cedar Rapids, March 20. — George 

L. Mentzer, city recorder, who disap
peared November 25, and whose ac
counts were found to be about *800 
short, has been located in Oklahoma 
City. It is likely he will be allowed 
to adjust matters here and will prob
ably remain at Oklahoma City, as it 
is believed he will not be prosecuted. 

Kohlsaat Exonerated. 
Washington, March 20.—The reports 

and correspondence in! relation to in
vestigation made by the department of 
justice Into the charges made against 
Christian C. Kohlsaat, who was recent
ly confirmed as judge of the circuit 
court of Illinois, were made public at 
the white house today. The documents 
exonerate Kohlsaat en all charges. 

U<9 

France Tells Castro There Must 
Be No Further "Monkeying" , 

= With the Cable 

-,C '2 
•'f i 

•: M 

/ , 

WARSHIP8 ARE ON THE WAY! 

Two Cruisers Have B^een 8ent With all 
Possible 8peed on Journey to Car

acas and ' Interesting Development* 

Are Expected—Bowen Cables 8tat* 
Department. 

m 

m 

ashington, March 20.—French"• cable 
complications have reached a crisis, 
Minister Bowen has Informed the 
state department that the French min
ister at Caracas has notified the Vene
zuelan {government there must be not -
further proceedings on its part toward: 

cancellation of the company's franchise 
or interference with its property.-
Bowen reports two French warships 
have been ordered post haste to Vene
zuela to act in accordance with in* 
structlons of the French minister. 

AMERICAN FLEET AT CUBA. 

Friendly Demonstration in the Hartior 
of Havana Today. 

Havana, March 20.—rA demonstration-, 
of the friendship between the United ̂  
States and Cuba began with the arriv- f 
al here from Guantanamo today of a 
division of the American north Atlan
tic fleet, consisting of the Olympia 
(flagship), Missouri, Kentucky and 
Des Moines. The Olympia fired,the 
customary salute. The ships anchored 
in line across the middle harbor and 
the captains of thjp warships came 
ashore, accompanied by Minister 
Squiers and the secretary of state 
proceeded to the palace and paid their 
respects to President Falma. , 

Many buildings were decorated la 
honor of the Americans. - < • J' 

- •' • 
HA8 TEMPEfroO* VOYAGE. ^ 

White Star Liner ©heiricArrives Thrae 
Days Late. 

New York, March 20.—;More than 
three and one-half days behind hee 
best record tinne for the voyage, the 
big White Star Line steariiar» Cedrw^ 
came into port today after the mostr 
turbulent voyage of her career. The 
force of the gales was terrific and at, 
times assumed hurricane proportions 
with tremendous seas. In the most 
violent period of the storm, March 12, / 
Mrs. Whitney, a steerage passenger, 
gaye birth to a child. Among the pas-
•sengters orj the Oedric was Jabfez 
White, the 'English pugilist, who if 
matched, to fight Jimmy -Britt. *isps'' 

. TWO FALL FROM A BALLOON. " 

One Aeronaut is Killed and Another' 
Has a Wonderful Escape. 

Wallace, Idaho, March' 20.—W. A. 
Mlddlekarf wajs killed and L. M. Odell 
seriously injured internally by falling ; 
out of a balloon while giving a double 
ascension here yesterday. Both men 
were seated in parachutes and when 
they had ascended 200 feet, the lower 
part of the balloon tore away. The 
parachutes failed to open and both fell 
among the spectators with terrific 
force. A young boy was caught by the 
falling balloon and badly burned. Mld
dlekarf had nearly every bone in his-
body broken, while Odell had nona 
broken. 

ROBBERY IS CLAIMED. 

J 
>M 

Alleged Attempt to Rob Southern Ex* 
press Near Lookout Mountain. , wj. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., March' 20.—Id Ea^atJ 
Pruet, the Southern Express Coiji-
pany's messenger on the southern 
train today, was assaulted in a car 
near Lookout station by Will Thomas,, 
former messenger. Thomas clalmst* 
the assault was the result ot-:; 
personal difficulty, but Pruett says rob- , 
bery was the motive.' Pruett stated 
two packages of money and a package' 
of vouchers are missing. ' ^ 

MEAT TRU8T IN MEXICO. 

Price Has Advanced 25 to 50 Per Cent 
in a Month. 

Mexico, March 20,—Meat dealers a,rf 
exercised over the rise in the price of 
meat, which has been advanced from 
25 to 50 per cent in the last month., 
and charge that there is a meat trust 
at Work. The situation is serious, . 
meat is almost beyond the means o?|gpf 
the lower and -middle classes. v 

->1 
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MURDERED FOR MONEY l 

A St. Louis Fortune Teller 8tranflledfr 
to Death. , . 

•St. Louis. March 20.—Mrs. Mary 
Page, a fortune teller, aged 70, wa<| 
found dead In her home today, having ^ 
been bound, gagged, and strangled t0 
death. Robbery was probably the n»« 
tive for the crime. 

T- M 
SECOND PARTY TO RESCUE 

Another Attempt. to Enter MliN0^i 
Where'Men Were Kijled. 

, Fire Creek, March 20.—A second " ." 
rescue party entered Bush Run an#1^-4"' 
Red Asb mines today to recover 1M « 
bodies of 24 men believed to bav» 
been killed by explosions Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Mrs. Jessie Hopkins Acquitted. 
Chicago, March 20.—The case of Mrtk 

Jessie Hopkins, on trial tor the mur
der of her husband, was taken out of 
the hands of the jury today,by Judg® 
Kersten, by whom the charge agatnft 
her was summarily dismissed. 


