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Editor Tj^nes-llepUbbllcinY 
\ On page four pf^the Timesv Republi­

can. of February Iflth appears an ar­
ticle from the pen of one, j: S. Sumter 

itled "School Legislation for the 
farmers." 'While the article is nicely 
worded and rather soothing in its ef­
fect, yet to one familiar with the actual 

- concjltiond in ;our rural schools sounds 
like the gushing and flowery oratory 
of a young college boy , and carries 
about the same amount of practical 
sense. That hasty and superficial ad-
Vice, if advice it may be called, might 

v be.expected from that source becomes 
•' apparent~ to any thinking, practical 

m£^n when, Mr. Sumter says in his in­
troductory paragraph '"T^e same after-

•> noon th©' first copy of the proposed 
law was received here a protest was 
Signed by some 200 citizens." 

1 Now some of us farmers in 
this .i slqw" going locality were 
also. faVtored with a copy of 

•alia bill, but most of us found that 
' it would Require a good afternoon sim­
ply to reM the bill carefully and get 
a general. Idea of its scope, not to 

* mention an Intelligent understanding 
-of the' actual effect such a law would 
have on our schools and the education 
of out children. But here-was a farm-

.jing comrtiunlty of 200 members, (about 
the, total 'number of farmers living in 
tt whole township) who received the 

<2 y: 

on the | School ; Law and Hancock County's , Way „ With Her Schools 
{state, jyutsjde of Mr. Sumter's, to the 
tie vi^ will ere it could handle such mo­
mentous questions with the ease and 
expedition he would lead us to believe 
they did, and so no time should be lost 
in rendering us help. 'But enough of 
this.Any one knows that if a protest 
was got up at all in the manner stated, 
some one was "doing" that commun­
ity, and did It proper, instead of the 
community doing something. 

I will venture to suggest to 
that community, or any other 
community, that , it take a, lit­
tle time to look up the "moving 
spirit" in the "sentiment of this, com­
munity" as Mr. Sumter calls it. Per­
haps the community may learn some­
thing to its advantage. This has been 
done in some of the slower going com­
munities and frequently it has been 
found that the apparently sell'sacrific-
ing "moving' spirit" was some bank or 
township school treasurer or interested 
members of the school board who had 
got into the habit of feeling r little 
"velvet" between their lingers and who, j's  on ant ' in little while the cry will 
upon investigation, were found to be he heard: "We are coming. Father 
more intensely interested in tho care of Abraham, a hundred thousand strong!" 
our "funds" than in the care of "our 1 he first time this cry was heard, it 
schools" as Mr. Sumter so affection-1 nicant the liberation of four million 
a.tely calls them. Follow this sugges- j s 'aves from cruel grasp of heart-
tion. It may be an eye opener to you ! 'C3R> selfish masters. This time it will 
and pay you well. This initiatory state 

on our "funds" and so they are the , or I, together with the comparatively 
ones that become so active in opposj- few other neighbors on that small piece 
tion to anything that enlightens the of ground six miles Square, have, in 
farmer or common people, llr. Sumter 
writes very affectionately about "us 
farmers," "our schools" and "our 
teachers," etc. This all sounds very 
nice, but I will call Mr; Sumter's at­
tention to the fact, if he is not al­
ready aware of it, that "we farmers" 
does not mean only the township 
school treasurer and his friends, and 
possibly the bank they are interested 
in. but also includes the other 150 or 
200 families and their children who 
live in tho township, and who put up 
the "funds" year after year, and fur­
thermore, that the rest of us are. little 
by litte, beginning to realize this fact 
and that in the near future these old-
time managers win have to figure us 
in too, vr there will be' something do­
ing. Tho people in some localities have 
settled this matter already, as, for in-

round numbers, put up $100,000 for 
school purposes. Now look at your boy. 
Use common sense. Does It look to you 
as if he got it? Let us use our com­
mon sense a moment and investigate 
how well he is prepared to meet the 
world after he have put up this amount 
of money to prepare him. We few 
farmers on this same piece of ground 
six miles square .put up each year a 
few hundred dollars to improve our 
roads. It needs a clerk and three trus­
tees tp manage this for us. Can your 
hoy or mine when he is of age take 
that township clerk book and keep 
track of this little business for us in 
a creditable manner unless he has been 

business done by the ordinary rural 
school board, and I know that any one 
who Is In ithe least familiar with the 
parliamentary law and business meth­
ods employed by -said boards will rise 

ago. Stoves usually with .the doors 
broken off the hinges and propped up 
on bricks as <the legs had been broke, 
or perhaps frozen off. Everything e.l.se 
in comparison. Then those hornets be-

and support my prayer with a hearty gan to .set their disturbing inlluence in. 
The "peaceable" old-timer.-; did all they 
possibly could do, underhand and ov­
erhand, to save the taxpayers, the rural 
schools, "our schools" -and tho com-

"Amen." Among the offices that would 
bo abolished ho mentions tho local 
school treasurer. Advisedly or perhaps 
accidentally, he mentions the treasurer 
last. lie ought to have mentioned him 
11,rot and In prominent (type because 
there is where the "rub comes in." As 
a matter of fact the abolishing of the 
local school treasurer is the very 
change that causes .the mos,t opposition i live years. WhaL is tho result? Judge 
ito the county unit and 'the proposed' 
law. But, of course, it would not do to 
bring that out too prominently or 

it 

it was found Inst full that for .the five 
year period they have been tearing 
things up with nil the above named 
"radical changes," they had sjrent arc* 
Ili.tle less money I nan the old nine 
"peaceable" board did the five years.; 
before. Do you see the point? The tax­
payers in our community do. They 
have now three years in success! in 
built a. new modern,,up-to-date school-. 

speak too plainly on that p^int. These 

ment of Mr. Sumter's would have been 
bill that J day and, if Mr. Sumter's j sufficient to make most men skip the 
statement,,'is correct, besides tending j balance of his article if it had not been 
to the ustjal necessary daily work on I that the ridiculous absurbity of it 
their farnlis, actually studied the pro 
posed lawvsu-fiiiciently to get an intelli 
g$nt understanding of its provisions, 
atftl furthermore got a hustle on them-

r x selves sufticleat to get together and 
sign a protest that same afternoon, 

ik. While Mr.^ Sumter's community with-
"'W ' out doubt;::is an unusually interested^ 

intelligent' «nd 'active community, yet 
it can har&ly be expected' that practi-
cally every, farmer in a whole township 

* r  would get,his mail in time to &et thor-
1 ougjily ported and even get ready that 

saiue afternoon to join this great pro-
- , cession fof the intelligent and self sac-

* rlflclng protection of our rural schools. 
So it is reasonable to assume that this 
movfement" must, have extended even 

' into .some , pfi the neighboring town­
ships In order to enlist the aO'O- sign­
ers. This ,certainly is going it some, I 

arotrsod in . them, as it did in me, a 
morbid curiosity to see what else his 
fertile brain could produce. Likewise 
my reference to this first point would 
perhaps be .sufficient answer to his 
article. However^'.with the permission 
of the editor, I will touch \some of his 
other polntsi • i 

* v ' '  Calls for Common Sense. • 
Tills revision of the school laws as 

well as the usual condition of our 
rural schools Is as problem that is well 

school to learn It? Or, can he be a 
trustee and take that book and check 

i  It up properly and know fiat the clerk 
stance, in my township, but they are ! has kept It right, unless he has been 
few and far between. Yet this move ' somewhere else to learn it? Now bring 

your common sense to bear on this 
point. Has your boy or mine been 
reasonably well prepared to meet the 
world when he can't take decent care 
of even the simplest little business 
matter thnt comes up on this little 
spot of ground six miles square? Be 
candid about it. 

Did the Boy Get It? 

to some higher school than our rural! men that are so exceedingly and un­
selfishly Interested in the welfare of 
"our schools" and our children know 
very well that even farmers have com­
mon .<-ense enough to know that until 
we need our funds for our schools, 
they can be just as well left with our 
county treasurer who has collected 

trom their doings. 
Last fall all our schools opened up 

for the third successive year with 
teachers all of whom held first grade 
or state certificates, hired for full 
year at from $50 to $o3 per month. 
"Radical change" enough perhaps, to 
make Mr. 'Sumter and his like shiver 
for the safety of "our schools" or 
perhaps more correctly for our "funds." 
Bui tilers is more coming. Those pesky 
hornets mado all kinds of "radical 

them as to send ithem to our local .changes" during the five years. Planted 
treasurer to be managed by him and from jo to 1-00 trees on the school 

grounds, put up about seventy-five 

' me in the liberation of the rural child­
ren from the crCiel grasp of the equally 
heartless and selfish "fund managers" 
that rural school boards and officers 

the board. Where the money is held 
until we need to pay our bills has no 
effect on the education or welfare of 
our children. Furthermore they also 
know that the fanners that .live in Iowa 

| nnd have to put up .the taxes, do not 

about 
square feet of natural slate blackboards 
in each school and furnish dustless 
chalk. Textbooks In vocal music, small 
dictionary* in each seat, free writing 
material, puper, pens, Ink. tablets, pen-

V11_ T>oos 1: iok t0 you as  he could ; dislike half so much .to he relieved! Cils, everything a child needs. More 
have principally been up to -this P<>ssibly hnyo gi>t tlie benefits he oiipht to from paying a yearly salary to about textbooks bought in two years th.in 
This may sound harsh, but it Ls nov-, st , t  from tl lG 5100,000 you and your x,500 uslees local (treasurers as theso the "peaceable" board had done in sev-
ertheless a fact that any one with his neighbors pat up education,; jocaj ttreasurern dislike to be cut out of j 0n years. .Supplementary reading so 
eyes half open has observed, and a not  to ^ the extra trouble -that salary. So they do not say very j we nmv have several sets of read-
fact that any one, who may not yet ' the Parcn- tK hn(1 ke®P h™ ln  sc"°o1 '!  much about ithe trewuref (except when) ers for the teachers to choose from. 

l f  your common sense tells you as i l ' they consult with each other In a low! Levied library fund to the full limit al-
has told me. that tho boy never Rot voice around the street corners.) but1 lowed by law. 'Nice hard oil finished 
then the question l^bs up, what be- I nevertheless that is the principal thing book casts? five feet by four feet, slx-
.•ame of all that money .' I know^ what ;  ,(ju,y ! l re  after. We may just as well teen inches deep. A large number of 

one 
have seen it. may readily see If he 
will but look around a little and use 
Ills common sense. 

A $100,000 Investment. • it 
Without going into details now, I 

will make a statement that any one 
can very easily verify for himself. The 
township is now the so-called "unit" 

worth the while for every farmer to j for school purposes. It is a small piece 
bring all his common sense to hear. of ground six miles square. Our boys 
upon. On the one hand we farmers :  and girls have the privilege of at tend-
emplov altogether too little common :  ing school until they are 21 years old. • . , , ,. ,, , 
sense in the management of our j Now we few firmer* on this spot of milt ters  al"n* a l l t ! ,c  b  

schools, and on the other hand we have ground .six mile^ square, put tip the 
lo^t this management too much in the necessary "funds." We have done so 
hands <»f men who manage our willingly as we expected it to be used 
fun'ds" 't6 their own financial benefits for the education of our children so 

became of It in the localities where I caj] black, black and white, white and small sized seats iso that our children \ ... n.,.»V3 1 ..... li..:^.- xr... .it— . . .. . r •have lived and am living now. You dig be dono wlth l t, But my article is get-
Into it and -see what became of it in > too |0ng. 
your locality. Ask (the managers of I '  „Hn_n(l t,w nu *^ '  
your funds nnd the protectors of "our I 
schools." Perhaps they will know. I -As a pointer to other localities, Mr. 
Whether they will tell you, oh well,! Sumter's Indued, <»6t me state what 

i that is another matter. Fallow farmers, 
I for the good of your children, look up 
matters along .those lines a little 
Perhaps you will learn something. 

"Parliamentary Training.,; 

has been done In my locality by a few 
•hornets who five years ago stirred, up bought the books. Put up mr.ll boxes 
rural school matters which up to that 
time had been so "peaceable" as One 
if our old-time "managers" expressed 

Our friend Sumter, very kindly calls it or as Mr. Sumter would have us be-
our attention to .the fact, .that this pro- lieve It generally Is. That fall our 

for all schools. The old rusty tin pall 
has been replaced by a sanitary earth­
en drinking vessel with filter, etc, »e 

What It Coat. 
But -enough about the "rad­

ical changes" these dangerous 
the b^iteftt: of our children. It is from ! the world. How much have we put up cal public office# and that our boys will tcachers at $30 per month, two second j  pesky hornets brought • about, 
these <fy-n ttyxt most of the opposition ! for this purpose from the time onr thereby lose it-he exceedingly valuable grades at $33 per mon-th. All hired for |  "Weil," you say, "they certaln-
to refd'riri' fn' our school lasvs and rural j boy was born until ho was of age and ! opportunity "to be schooled in parlia-jone term or two months. The town-| iy did good work for the schools in 
school management comes. As we far- • supposed to bo ready to meet the | men-tary law and methods of transact- • .ship was supposed to furnish free text- ; ,t'he short time, of live years, but how 
mers,' little by little, begin to wake up j world'} Now, listen, some of you older' Ing public business in our districts and books, but there was hardly a book in about the "funds?" Am glad you ra-

regret thai 'Mr. .Sumter forgot to give |  instead;--of managing "our schools" t'o |  they may be a little better able to meet : posed -law will abolish many of our lo- schools opened with six third grade 
- .v, t- * hist addres^ or'any information as to ' ---- . . - ... . ... • — - -

wljere this; remarkably active and in-
Hj- telligent community is located, so that 

some of ui~ common and more ordinary 
and slow-going farmers might learn 
\there to- igo to get inspiration or to 

j learn how, to get a hustle^on us. In my 
• - judjjmen* it would require at lease a 

and h-arn more and demand changes :  men who have 1 boys just grown up' board• meets." Well as -to that I have the schools fit for a child to use. This 
 ̂ ... 1, ., 1 • > . - —. .. i— , W t . • ., .] , . —. , £ .. „ | n 1 . ., 1 . . . 11. , ., j. .. ,. ., . 1 T .... . . |, n . . I a a ,1 I . .  ̂and'improvements, these men realize ' who have rbcelv'ed their education In e.njy tills to <»ay and I say lt advisedly, was the customary order of ithings 

that, in the saflic proportion that wo j the rur.il school provided by your The Lord deliver my -boys or any other each -term year from year. No black- ; were so busy looking after the schools 
thousand ^ears, more or less, to raise! get a new grip 011 learning and benefl- school school boards during that time. ; boys from being schooled In p-arlla- : boards except a small piece of the wall and the education of our children that 

iany ordta&ty farm community in our' clal reforms, they will lose their grip Listen: During- the time stated, you ' mentary law and -the transaction of had been slated some twenty years j thev forgot all about the funds and so 
' % ' 

munity in general from .the threatened j  house each year afid propose to kep 
wreck and ruin and with about .the 011 until there are comfortable accomo- , 
same amount of sense as Mr. Sumter j da 11011s for the children while thoy are 
shows. However .those> pesky hornets |  enjovlng what the hornets have pre- * 
won out and have been in control fori pared for them. How did the hornets;;® 

manage to do this? Well, in the first : 
place, they are farmers, and till ih-v 
soli for a living and need not be sup­
ported by the public tit. Then again,jg; 
they used a whole lot of common sens®5^ 
in Investing tho money. School boards ' " 
generally spend the money. Tho hor- j 
nest invest lt, that Is, they mix a little'" 
common sense with it and that ln-ikes .;, 
It reach a good deal farther. Then, 
again, while they are busy men, t'hey£'!  

still have time to read school journals £ 
and keep posted. Every school officer |  
in my township takes a school jour-
nal. By the way, I would suggest to | | 
Mr. Sumter that he take a school jour- V 
nal too, and if possible, get his scAool 
board to take one. The school board :  . 
in a locality with such remarkable y 
hustlers as those "200 -signers" seem to J, 
be, would certa.Inly find time to read A : 
a journal, and might, perhaps, learn v 
some things that would go well with 
their "parliamentary law and business 
methods." 

Go Thou and Get Hornets. 
-To the taxpayers and patrons 'i 

of "our schools" ln Sumter's -local-
Ity I would suggest, get a few good, V 
hfilthy, lively hornets started among ' 
your "fund managers" a little bit. Just • 
for fun, you know. Perhaps you might 
incidentally learn something too. I will 
extend that suggestion to every school 
township in the state of Iowa and fur- y 
thermore give you -my word of honor > 
that you will never have done anything i 
that paid you as well or helped your 
children more. To our present leglsla- "y 
ture I will say -that If you, before yoa -
adjourn, remove the local township ?' 
treasurers you will have done more for , 
the improvement of our rural schqjls 
than any other legislature has ever ; 
done or ever will do. Will you do it and 
save our children from the selfish 
grasp of the average "fund managers?" > 
To Mr. Sumter I will say, I have waded 
thru the washy swashy gush you of-
fered "us "farmers," but when you use ; 
the endearing terms "us," "we," "our 
schools," etc., pleace excuse and ex-
elude me. I will rather be among , : 
tho hornets. Are you afraid of hornets? > 

OAE T. KIKANSRUD, ^ 
't; Kanawha, Iowa. 

need not' go to school four or five 
years before they can rest their fe:t 
on the floor. Large new up-to-date 
stoves. When the high grade teach­
ers were secured the board added alge­
bra, physical geography and civil gov­
ernment to the course of study and 

minded me of that. There Is where my 
pointer comes in. These pesky hornets 

TT 
v 'if c: 

Frank u G; ̂  Pierce 
r 

parties. While these gentlemen,: with­
out doubt, agree at this time, to put 
the money into the proposition from a 
purely patriotic motive, human nature 
is such, that within a few years they 
will begin to desire larger dividends 
on their stock and they would be '-n 

_ • ; 1 
i have ]8oticy|d with -greiKt Interest 

your account of the pieetirfe of bus­
iness men «eld stt the Will of the jnkyor, 

* to devise ways land' means to sedure 
•-j-'-v adequate service in tins way of elec­

tricity and'gas. 
Believing that the correct solution of 

this questjpn iir o£f  the greatest im-
* po^tance tfl all of our peoplo, ami es­

pecially td the 'hundreds of consumers 
of gas an if eledtri'cty, it seeiins to in© 
that the &vtlre -proposition shpuld be 

>.- carefully ajfld fuily,considered from ail ily seen tha.t they'would have, a po-
1 poitits Tbef^re any decision is finally j  iitlcal influence that would be the 

j^yr^ched. For this reason I desire to call! dominating factor in local politics. 
-V^the attention of the people of Mar- j With local ownership, public utilities 

ers^ His Views i on a i Present ! Marshalltown i Problem 
'If It iifc n^Cessa.i'y to h^ve a com pet- and modern plant the city could furn- tories. This. In Itself would be a great the coming: summer. ' "i: v * 1 This fear thaj local stockholders 

ing plant; and Unless the present com-' Ish both gas and electricity at a re- Inducement for new factories to locate | I believe that this is one of the most! would prove d ng"roti« and that non-
pany make very deeided improvements , -duction on the present rates and still, ln Marshalltown, and under municipal' important questions before our people ' residents are much to be preferred will 

-at once, I believe thnt It is so neces- j make a large progflt dhat would pay ownership the price could be put at!at the present time, and it should be arouse a smile in face of the success 
sary, it would' bo much heitter for th-j i for the entire plant ln a few years. j almost the actual cost and we would I carefully considered by all in order the city has had heretofore in scaring 
city .t-o build and operate these plants I With municipal ownership the gas j have a power that we could sell at a' that it. may be solved right. Municipal 

arp .tyounditosfee jadilve in-rlfrcal politics. 
if we must have a -private company 

it is better to have parties owning -he 
same who have no particular Influence 
locally, as then, politics does no.t enter 
the (question of rates and control and 
these questions .arc. decided on a purer 

shalltown ,-j£> the ^IJo^ring faat^ and 
knowing that the best Way to do so 
is thru the columns of your valuable 
paner, I ask that you give them pub­
licity.. *?-

' - It was certainly a mark of patriotism 
fo^ the many business men who have 
done so subscribe .for stock in an-
Other company ito supply these neces­
sities.. Buf as a practical proposition, 
It is not a6 desirable to have a com­
pany, .operating these utilities whose 
stockholders are k>cal citizens, as it is j sible and yet give a rcasonabl 
to Have the'same owned by outside I oh the investment.. 

^—-1—L_ : : 

than to grant a franchise to any pri-. mains and electric wires could be ex-' price that could not be met in any 
position, to secure ordinances so as to I va-te party. The city has successfully; tended to all parts of -the city. If it1-other city in the state. 
bring this about. If these gentlemen ' managed its water works and street were not desirable to pay for the plant! Another great advantage of a mu-
were • Interested in electing municipal I lighting plant and there is no reason • in the first years of its operation, out nicipal plant would be that the money 
officials favorable to their interests*, why a municipal electric ll^rht or gasof Its earnings, but dimply to txiy the invested in the plant could be se-
arid of course they would, be, it.is-read- plant >or heating plant or all. would, fixed charges and operating expenses,' cured at probably 4 per cent Interest, 

not be as successfully managed. With j a very -material -reduction could bo; while the bonds on a private plant 
a municipal plant each taxpayer in the' made in the -present rates, and gas and would have to bear 5 or 6 per cent in-
city would be a stockholder in the same ;  electricity placed within the reach of terest and then sold at a discount. This 
in accordance to the amount of taxes'ell. And at -the same time with a new, saving in interest alone would be 
that) he pays, with the difference how- j equipment the very 

ownership of these utilities is, In my 
judgment, the pnly correct solution of 
the problem. Yours very truly, 

. FRANK G. PIERCE. 

[Mr. Pierce has sprung a suggestion 
which will not be displeasing to 
Messrs. Jones and Hovey, for I have 
heard the mayor say that It has been 
intimated to him that Jones and Hovey 

best of service ! enough to justify a reduction in the j would • like to sell to the city on veryirnak 
ever, tha,;. each stockholder, Irrespective! could be rendered. I price of the output over the price that 
of his holdings, would have one vota j With, a modern electrical plant the' any private company could possibly 
in - the election of-the directors, that is, city could sell power to all of our 1 give. 
the councllmen. Ismail factories fit a price that would 1 There could be no question but what 

I believe that the great majority of J be a considerable .saving over the; the city would have the right to use 
the consumers of electricity and gas : present expense ! in 'the way of steam its .streets for the purpose of erecting 

ly business basis. With lo sal private ' a-t the present time are riot nearly so j power, and yet make a profit on tfop' electric wires or for laying gas mains, 
ownership it is always difficult to re- dissatisfied with the rates they are same. The loss of power with sufficient -and instead of a long litigation, prob-
duce rates but with the owners living J paying as they are with the service lines, none of them over ,-two miles in ably requiring several years, to annul 
elsewhere the tendency is generally to • they,are receiving. Nine-tenths of them length, would be almost nothing, and the present t franchise, it would be 
fix .the rates at as low a figure as. pos- ; would be willing to pay the present all will agree that a large central possible, in case the present company 

return (rate if the service they received were { power plant would be much more did not at once improve its ^service, 

easy terms, at a price of $300,000. Sev­
eral engineers have given it a.s tnelr 
opinion that -this property is not worth 
in physical value more than $200,000. 
so that it is easy to see that municlp.tl 
ownership can be accomplished 0:1 
Jones' and Hovey's terms. However, 
if the city owned the street r.iiUv:"-. 
it is probable that the opptirtiimf-- t • 
extend car lines would make pollti.': Vr t  

out of real estate men, fullv ac. v-
as the desire to overc-hn.rs 

Messrs. Jones and Hovey into reas­
onable rate concessions. 

When it comes to building a new 
plant at a cost of $1'00,000 to $400,000 
it may . be true that the city could 
borrow the money, but the experience 
of municipally-owned heating and 
lighting plants is not all in favor of 
public ownership or public manage­
ment. Wlirit tho public should seek 
is lev/ rmcs and b!;;h service, and 

the private owners hustle for 
their 
tin" 1 
pr: v:t 
tl , • 
11; :• ;• • 

divi ids. Wnilc a city can bor-
ri:e of interest, a •i" 

"'.vr r :fC • 1 nct'-illy 

fir&t class in every Way. With a new cheaply operated by ithe different fac- for the city to erect Its plants'during would debauch looal stoc! 

uve more 
:jt in his 
tt ) w ^ \ er, 

•••I would 
'.uKl such 
tr-/ their 

the 
power 
puolic 

l ij spon.--

1 

•\ 

M a k e s ' S t r o n g  ~  P l e a - :  ;  F o r  i the ® Preservation ' and Improvement of I ̂ . 

Tiiries-Rej^blican:1 -{U it- • • 
Tha ple^ure and j advantage our 

• lak^jS are the, public would be hard 
to estimat^ in dollars and cents. Par-
ties'^ often ]buy a location and pay an 

i advanced yrice for it because it oor-
der^.'on,' orj is situated in the immedi-

. aie vicinity-; of a lake. This is because 
itVcart'les 'With'it a variety of pleasure 

-y arid 'profit,,-#nd whatever is a harmless 
; pleasure tovthe peoplfe is of great val-

«e»It Is ipot so often- the worth of 
th,e fish We iriay take in an lioi;r or 

but j^e' great pleasure' we have-
ifefdMrived fr!|)ri thi=s ait. The camping, 

boating, fiShing, bathing and hunting 
go - to .make a variety -of healthful 

ig^i-sport So ^ji'y community which is so 
f^Jtortunate. as to have a lake in their 
^Jnidst is^iw-turally upset and very 

[|fy$much disturbed if -there is any effort 
"made to injure the lake or destroy it, 

.1^.and that Is the case at the present 
time here -in Ha.ncock county. Twin 
Lakes, situated in the south part of 
the county^ and the only lakes in the 

-south half of -the -county. The-' west 
lake was threatened with destruction 
a few years ago iby' parties endeavoring 
to drain the lake, but thru the efforts 
of our county attorney in office at that 
time, who was looking after the wished 
and the Interests ofi the people, and 
who took the matter to the courts and 
the supreme court, put its seal > this 
lalce Tor' the people. Now it is the 
east lak& situated one-half mile east 
of the w<*it- , llake that a few parties are 
seeking to drain by endeavoring to 
have ajdriajijago district established on 
the west branch of the Iowa river. 

it would always produce an ample sup- ing is annually'going on and will go on 
ply to maintain .1 the river in a will j so Jong as this lake is not drained, and 
stocked condition. As the river flows j an abundant supply of young fish will 
acro.-.s • the neck of this lake, great 
numbers of fish enter this lake in the 
spring at spawning time, this lake be­
ing such an admirable and natural 
spawning ground the fish are drawn 
to it by instinct. Tho margpn of she 
lalco at the average stage of water Js 
shallow and well supplied with s^n 
abundant growth of aquatic plants, 
making the ideal spawning bed, and 
after the spawning period is past the 
most of the fi.-h return to the riv=r 

This stream in its course flows across again and the eggs are left to hatch, 
a neck of the lake and consequently J and owing to the few enemies that 
is a governor of the lake to a groat!prey upon them here and the natural 
extent. This lake in its formation and 
its location in connection with the Iowa 
river, makes it one of the most Import­
ant waters In the state as a source of 
supply of young fish for the Iowa riv­
er. In fact, if all the tributaries to 

abundant food supply, the number that 
is hatched and the growth that is 
made by them the ' first season 1s 
phenomenal. Great numbers of these 
young fry return to the river, espe­
cially in the fall and take their course 

the river.were ditched and the bayous down stream and this hatching process 
drained out and this lake left as it is, I and its automatic -system of distribut-

young fish amounting to more taken in an .illegal way, it :i:e-
than tiie combined output of j what w'atern there are be':&!" 
ten government hatcheries. This lake I scate should be zealously- sru a ri­

al ways be on hand to take the place of j Is not only appreciated by the public j any axtemp-l to in jure or de- troi 
the large ones that are caught. It does j as a breedjng ground for fish, for; be met with a strong protest 
not matter if a considerable number j hunting there is no better .lake of its''state. 
of the large fish are taken annbally If i  size in the state. There are a number 
the supply of young ones are on hand ' of cottages on this lake, and 111 'the 
to take their place, but 011 the other . fall and spring during the hunting sea-
hand if the river Is ditched down to I son -there are numerous camps of hunt-
this lake, which would destroy all of |  ers from different parts of Iowa eniov-
the spawning grounds on the river ing a week or two vacation at'this lake. 

'*.*10 ;.n 
by t'.ic 

.1 :,r 
Would it not be a good plan m carce 

a residence hunter's license law we:v ore 1.1 

enacted to provide that a certain peri as the ; 
cent of the monev * derived from tnv I mi-sion 
tax be appropriated each year for the] tute a 

above the lake, and if the state would , By a request of numerous people tho . purchase of land bordering on a .lake I cha^e of p: 
permit them to continue down thru the ' state thru its representative has asked 
lake, thereby taking a great portion of j the county to not take any action to-
the water from the lake and prevent- j ward -the drainage of tills lake, but 
ing the ingress and egress of the ! there is an element that does not seem 
ln or out of the lake, this would wipe 
out all the spawning grounds on tho 
head waters of the Iowa river. If there 
was a prospect of having another gov­
ernment fish hatchery established *.n 
pur state, we would all be anxious to 
lend our influence to secure It, yet we 
have a natural hatchery in this 
lake with an annual output of 

-to take this action of the state as defi­
nite. This lake is one of -the meandered 
lakes and one of the most important 
lakes so long a.s we wish to maintain 
a supply of fish in the Iowa river. Fish 
protection means .more than simply 
game and fish wardens on guard to see 
there are no fish taken In the closed 
season, or- to see .that there is none 

or river of any suitable place conven­
ient to the ijublic, *and to be known as 
state parks, and where 'the land was 
not timbered, or where It was not suf­
ficiently -timbered to plant It to forestry 
and improve and beautify it. With a 
working capital of from $50,000 to :  $70,-
000 annually derived from a $1 hunt­
er's license we would in a few years 
have a state park in. every county in 
the state, and it would be highly ap­
preciated as: camping gronnds for the 
public on lakes and rivers, and an ad-

out-door 
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ment, for tho purchase ot* f ircigii game 
birds arid aiunsals such in :hcir judg­
ment would be adapted to the country 
and the clylmatc, the parks to be un­
der their control and their deputies. 
With numerous parks thruout ;the 
state, altho they were not so large the 
people would derive more pleasure 
from them than they would from one 
or two large ones at a long .distance 
from them, as thousands or people 
would never get to enjoy them. 

Goodell, Iowa. J. W. GREGG. : 
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A School: Man Sifggesls:: a 
In readijt& the editorials of Tues- |  half the salary >o£ a professor of agrl-

"IH^lay's semi ̂ weekly, I ran onto a sen-ti- (culture in some small college in the 
/-' ment seconded by you as suggested by j country, who could put -more, real *pa-

ithe Davenport Democrat, and as an 1 triotism and 'true religion into .the 
sold Marshall county 'boy, I want to 1 hearts of the farmer boys and girls 
^applaud your remarks. of Iowa than could a monument of 

I told a,,friend of mine in a letter j brick and mortar reaching .to the.heav-
not long ago that the state of Iowa j ens themselves. 
would neveir know with what longing 
a certain college professor in northern 
Iowa was l'poking* upon *hat $10,000 -to 
be, spent for a pedestal, as lie thought 

MonUment—A Substantial Collegiate Hint to the Cheerful Giver 
good teachers. To toe Sure, we have 
a normal school at Cedar Falls, ad­
mirably equipped and managed, and 
doing a great work, but, as was well 
shown in the county superintendents 
section at the State Teachers' Associa-

they can mot afford to pay half-
trained teachers more than $40 per 
month, and that they have no oppor­
tunity to hire any other kind, while 
the teachers say that they cannot af­
ford to teach for less than $60 per 

tion -in December, it is inadequate to \ month after they have received needed 

A 
| ',>j°?Vthe boy§. and girls of this country 
U • *.vM»iHrkT»i Mint amnunfr n? .mnnpv 

help to educate. This thought is not 
;  '& selfish one. No idea of robbing Sen­

ator Allison of glory enters into it. 
.But $10,000 rightly invested would pay 

The boys of Iowa, and the girls, too, 
are the center of about all the legis­
lation that is being seriously -handled 
in Des Moines th'is winter. The school 

meet the-growing demand for trained 
instructors in the country districts. If 
any person does go to Cedar Falls to 
prepare for country school teaching, 
•he' changes his mind when, after 

laws of the state' are under discus- j graduation, the city board comes along 
sion. and the chances are, I under- j and offers him about double the wages 
stand, -that something really worth offered by the country school board, 
while is going to result. What the rural All argument along these lines runs 
schools need more than anything else ! In a circle, and is bound to keep on 
is good teachers. What the teachers 1 doing so, under the very nature of 
need is some place to go to become 1 things. The country boards say that 

training; and what is more, they don't 
have to take less than that. The ques­
tion, in reality, is resolving Itself to 
a matter of dollars and "sense." 
(Please don't change the spelling of -the 
last word In the preceding sentence, as 
you read it). 

.The inability of the State Normal 
School to provide rural school teach­
ers makes it mandatory for other 
schools to do this work. I have no right 
to question the motives of the facul­

ties of the larger schools of the state, again to the thought -that no monu-
but it seems only fair to ithe smaller ! ment could have been erected by the 
ones to say that we who had looked 
forward so expectantly to -the pass­
age of the law giving schools of cer­
tain standing a chair of agriculture at 
state expense, are very much disap­
pointed in .the report these college men 
handed in. They are wealthy enough 
to hire their own teachers of agricul­
ture, while the younger colleges of the 
country need all the assistance they 
can get. 

Our school -here at Mason Citv, es­
tablished by the patriotic orders of the 
country, having a hard struggle with 
poverty, as do all such Institutions in 
their years of incipiency, would gladly 
welcome sta'te aid. And this leads 

state, and the boys and girls of -the 
state, that would have been more last-

i ing, and of more success as a dissein-
! inator of loyalty .to and reverence for 
j the great statesman under considera-
! tion, than a chair of political economy 
'and history right here in our school, 
lit is unlikely that any 'trouble will be 
met with in reaching the $100,000 mark 
in :t-his wort, One hundred thousand 
dollars would put any one of half a 
dozen small colleges in this state 011 a 
footing where the good work already 
toeing done might be assured for ail 
time to-come. And when we talk of 
monument bv endowment, where 
but in such an institution as the one 

here could such be better known, or 
be more in place? 

The boys and girls of Iowa will erect 
this monument. Our question to them 
would be: "Why not also erect one to 
yourselves, by making the money you 
put into this great memorial come back 
to you, not in money, but In educa- ' 
tion, influence and character?" i; 

This letter is to thank you, Mr. Edi-- 1 

tor, for calling attention to the mat-, • 
tor. I hope you will agitate the ques­
tion so that the next time we suggest/: 
anything of this kind the people will 
too educated to your way of thinking..; 
and we can put up monuments that 
will be monuments in every true sense. 

"Very truly yours# , ^ - ,  ;> 
FRKD I) CRAM, 

- Principal Normal Department. : 

I 

Governor S. B.Packard on ithe Noxious 5Weed Law—A Farmer's Plea For . the Iowa Farm 
A- -rt'C % 

To the Editor j f-rt-PH. <- ** 
It is desfirable to have the press of 

i^the state lend its influence for the en­
actment ot a "bill pending in both 
'houses of the general assembly for the 
dfestructlon\of noxious weeds in the 
highways, railway nght-of-wavs, and 
other public places, which bill was pre-

- pared by the state board of agricul­
ture after a' two years' investigation of 
the weed problem thruout the state. It 
1s (bellevedV that the observation cf 
your reader^ will confirm the facts .Ve 

have ascertained that the conditions 
are not less than alarming of the rapid 
spread of those weeds which once in­
fecting our lands will cost time and 
much money to eradicate. "Two of the 
most troublesome are quack grass and 
the Canada thistle, the former a fe»v 
years ago being found in* northern 
parts Of the state, is now plentiful in 
the central and indeed some all over, 
while the Canada -thistle is located 'n 
nearly ^fhparts. 

The xflan-'of the bill is to make tha 

weed killing a part of the road work Jn 
the highways; the weeds listed and 
named as noxious are quack grass, 
Canada thistle, cockle burr, wild mus­
tard, curled and smooth dock, squirrel-
tail grass, buckhorn or ribbed plantain, 
wild parsnip, horse nettle, velvet or 
button weed and burdock; these weeds 
the bill requires the township trustees 
and road supervisors to make a part of 
the road work and exterminate; and 
railways will have tv clear these from 
all of their lands and niiy street com­

missioners will have to see to the kill­
ing within city Jimits. All lands ad­
jacent to the highways which will or 
do Infect the roads will have to be 
cleared of these weeds and any com­
plaining owner of lands can have re­
lief from the infection of his lands 
from the lands of another. * 

The machinery for the enforcement 
is eminently practical. At the April 
meeting after the law Is in effect the 
township trustees make the levy for 
taxes for road work and weed killing. 

when -the tax collection from this levy 
is available the following year the 
work must be entered upon; the pres­
ent 4 mill limit is raised to 6 mill limit 
in townships, but is not raised for road 
work in the annual levy by the county 
supervisors, but imposes -the weed kill­
ing in the county road work; In coun­
ties where drainage laws are in force, 
when another mill is allowed if needed 

| for road drainage by the county super-
j visors. The township trustees are given 
'authority to enter upon the adjacent 

lands if <the owners refuse to clear file 
lands which infect the roads after 
proper notice; a complaining owner 3f 
lands infected by the lands of another 
gets relief thru the township trustees 
The Botanist at Ames College is made 
i?tate botanist and in connection witn 
the secretary of department of agricul­
ture at Des Moines, make reports and 
issue bulletins and have general sta^e 
supervision. The county supervisors 
have county supervision and make re- : 
ports and can oppomt a weed in-pe-u- ;  

or; arc required to convene the to.vn-l 

ship trustees and the road supervisors 
at. the county seat once a year hetween 
November and the following April to 
consider best methods for road work-
and weed destruction and can have an 
expert on ihe.-e subjects present; for 
their time all are allowed the per die;n 
compensation now allowed by law for 
other services in township and county 
work. To the general land own.->r. 
who?" weed# do not infeci his neigh­
bors' lands, tpis law doe* not ;;i 
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