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Sixth districts had been renominated 
without opposition. They had gain­
ed one congressman in the Second 
without opposition. Hull lay dead on 
the field -with Prouty triumphant and 
promising to become a power in pro­
gressive ranks. Smith in a district al­
ways controlled by the opposition had 
barely skinned thru by a thousand ma­
jority and even In the Eighth district 
the opposition left the fleld disorganiz­
ed carrying a victorious candidate on 
a small majority of a few hundred 
votes when the district had always 
rolled up its thousands. And the op­
position candidate for governor barely 
escaped by a margin of less than 4,000 
votes in the entire state when he was 
running for his nomination for a sec­
ond term after a plurality of 25,000 
over the same candidate two years 
ago. 

All congressmen saved, two new ones 
gained, a cutting down of majorities 
to almost nothing on the state ticket 
and in two of the only three remain­
ing unconquered districts and a tre— 
mendous gain of progressive strength 
in the doubtful districts with the pos­
sible control of the state convention, to 
the politician is a large sized victory. 
It amounts to a capture of all of the 
enemy's outer works, and several of its 
important rampants without a com-

THE AUTO AS A FACTOR. 
"When we read that "auto equipment 

has cornered the rubber supply of the 
world," and rendered prices of rubber 
almost prohibitive, that the vast in­
crease of demand for the finest grades 

of steel comes from the auto ir.dustrj , pje^ surrender of the opposing troops 
and has created a demand and emp»u> , Qne more engagement and the war in 
meat for thousands of highly skilled | Iwa ghou!d be en(Je<J 

workmen some impression of the exreoit j 
to which cars are being made and j 

purchased will be dimly gathered fOVtCS Of the TimCS 
field of ob- •* 
of 

looking about in our own 
servation at the number of persons 
dealing in autos, the multitude of em-

chauffeurs, and j 

Iowa ever produced, but do not start 
any monument plan unless you are 
sure you can go thru with It. We have 
had more than enough of tills monu­
ment failure." 

"Five pre cent of the money spent by 
the corporations in behalf of Hull in 
the Seventh and Smith in the Ninth 
district would be a small fortune to 
an ordinary man," asserts the Odebolt 
Chronicle. 

"Yes," admits the Sioux City Journal 
"It ought to settle the Hull-Prouty 
contest. But what if the captain 
figures that he is entitled to as many 
trials to oust the judge as the pudge 
took in ousting the captain." • 

The Davenport Democrat figures that 
the average governor does not receive 
as much pay as a first class baseball 
player. "The governor Is supposed to 
put in about twice as much time as 
the expert pitcher," the Democrat con­
tinues. "There are men in the United 
States senate who do not make as 
much money, honestly speaking, as a 
•big league ball player. Don't educate 
your children to become office seekers." 

The department of agriculture has 
decided to permit the floating of j 

preparation to- j i oysters if the water in which they are 
ployes. mechanics. 

salesmen, »s partial v, 'immersed pending shipment has the, 
ward comprehension o e est.ma^e , sa;jRe content as the water from j 
that automobi-e factories will turn ouc : -s%-hiCli they were taken. However, the | 
during the current season 200,000 auto- ; ggpaj-tment •w-ill compel the marking ; 
automobiles which will be sold for j ^ oysters which have been placed in i 
$200,000,000. ; fresh water prior to interstate ship- j 

Wall street is pinched and protesting, ment as "floated oys-ters," and if j 
It attributes the slow bond market to ! oysters are "floated" in impure water j 

: the ywill be condemned as adulterated 
under the terms of the pure food law. 1 

The oyster may soon be heard to join ; 
•vith the railroads in a demand whether j 
this really is a free country. I 

automobile purchases. The public it 
complains is buying automobiles instead 
of bonds, taking flyers in touring cars 
instead of stocks. And Wall street :s 
not alone in its complaint. Other , * * • i 
lines of business are complaining. The ; The general synod of the Reformed ! 
money which pays for the automobile Church in America, in session at As- : 
is not running thru the fingers of other bury Park. X. J.. adopted a recommen- ' 
and perhaps competitive businesses dation to make the Sunday following 

and industries. 
But what are you going to do about 

"Chancellor Day is in wrong when 
he denounces the automobile and its 
general use." says the Cedar Rapids 
Gazette. "He is right, however, in de­
nouncing the abuse of the auto; the 
extravagance which leads people to 
cultivate an automobile appetite and 
satisfy, it when there is nothing but 
a wheelbarrow Income with which to 
do the satisfying." 

Iowa Newspapers 

BLAME THE COMET. 
[Waterloo Times-Tribune]. 

This weather is dispiriting. Too cold 
for hammock sparking; too cold for 
straw hats, open work hose, peek-a-boo 
waists, shirt waist clerks, ice cream 
soda or evening drives; too cold for 
picnics or camping; for boating, river 
bathing or ban*.! concerts: too cold for 
park strolls, for mosquitoes, flies, or 
bugs; too cold for most anything gen­
erally enjoyed at this time of the year. 
The June brides refuse to sing, the 
flowers to bloom, the crops to grow, the 
perspiration to flow. It's still over­
coats, winter underwear and gloves.We 
wonder how far away skating and 
coasting are good. We wonder if it will 
ever be good old summertime again. 
Darn that comet! ! 

it? The man who can afford an auto­
mobile ought to have it and the fellow 
who can't but will have one will get 
his any way whether he must mortgage 
the dwelling house or r.ot. And realiy 
the dwelling house is his and he can 
do as he pleases about it. There is lit-
use for talking loud over the rage for 
automobiles. It is a rage just now. 
It will settle into something much 
better after a while but it is certain 
to have its run and nothing is likely 
to stop it. When the girl told the 
mother who "had seen the folly of 
dancing" that she also wanted to see 
the foily of it she voiced an inherent 
tendency in human nature. The man 
who can have an auto will get it if he 

!the last -Thursday in January of each 
year the iccftsion for special prayer for 
theological students. The church is 
getting short of preachers. One won- j 
ders why recourse isn't had to the ex- ; 
pedier.t of increasing preachers' sal- j 
| aries. j 

j • • • ] 
! "ft is said that there are no swear ' 
; words in the Indian language. Maybe j 
that's why the language is dying out. j 

The Sioux City* Journal thinks the j 
democrats have a chance to win in a 
number of Iowa districts this fall. But • 
the Jourial can't say the Eleventh is j 
one of them and that is a very sad j 
circumstance—for the Journal. j 

* * * I 
Chancellor Day says the automobile j 

is a curse. "Chance" must be jealous 
of his neighbor's touring car. -

* * * • 

They ar® talking of reducing the size war.ts it bad enough and teil us who 
. . .  k„ c; 1 of our paper currency. Just so they complain that it isn t an\ o* our bus.- , F 

. i dor. t take ar.v of the spots off it. • 
ness. And in. the last analysis it j » « » 
isn't. j The per capita circulation of money 

The plaything part of the automo- j is 14 cents more than it was a month 
bile will not last. One or two exper- ; ago. and this computation was made. 

THE BOY AND A TRADE. 
[Mar.son Democrat]. 

The wordsmith of this department 
sincerely hopes that the operations 
that require hard labor and little skill ; 
or education will not pecer out for a j 
good many years. If they do it is a j 
problem to know what is to become of j 
the majority of the boys of this town, j 
for there are very, very few of them i 
who are improving their opportunities ' 
for study and advancement along the 
educational lines and in the trades. No 
Manson boy is learning a trade at the 
present time and very few boys in this < 
town seem at all anxious to take up a 
trade or a profession. Their ambition ; 
seems to be to do just as little work ! 
as possible for money enough to last i 

them from one week's end to another 
for the pleasures they are always look- j 

ir.g for. It is "get the money easy 1 
and spend it as quick as possible" with t 

them, and their thoughts of the future 
are about a good time and no work, 
with the old man or somebody e/lse to 
pay the bills. Hence it is. if the heavy 
work that requires very little skill or 
education, plays out in a few years, 
mopt of our present day Manson boys ! 

will have a hard time finding a job { 
that they can make a living at. 

; too. prior to the Iowa primary. 
* * * 

' Francis Burton Harrison no doubt 
' entertains a secret satisfaction in the 
snub administered "to him by President 

out of oblivion 

iences of the man who can't afford it 
will settle him. Of course he is likely 
to be settled for keeps but some one 
will have the money. It isn't los<t. It 
is like the quarter the boy dropped into ( Taft. It brings him 
the well. He knows where it is. for a short time. 

* » « 

Senator Aldrich is quoted as saying, 
"Kansas is a great state, but there are • 

A MILITARY RECAPITULATION. 
The loss of the nomination for gover­

nor by progressives will to the public 
at large appear as a total loss in the 
primary election. It will be impossible^ 
to overcome the impression but to the 
politicians there is a net gain for pro­
gressives in the election returns, altho 

more people in it with no sense at all [ 
than in any other state." The price of J 
Kansas land and the record of deposits | 
in Kansas banks don't bear the sen­
ator out. 

• • • 

They are having trouble with mis- i 
the entire state was not cleaned up by branded foods in England. They ought ! 
tjlern j to borrow our Dr. Wiley for a while. j 

Before the primary "the progressive 
opposition had Smith and Hull and 
•Kennedy and Dawson in congress and 
were in possession of the state admin­
istration. It was planned by progres­
sives to try for the places held by 
Smith and Hull and Kennedy. The 
thought of trying for Carroll's place 
until two years hence had been aban­
doned owing to the two term fetish. 
This statement is made authoritatively. 

Suddenly Dawson got cold feet and 
quit. His place was conceded to the 
progressives without opposition. Score 

one. 
Then a few of Carroll's friends who 

were personal enemies to Senator 
••Cummins and largely disgruntled poli­
ticians, under the guise of a good 
roads convetlon, met at Des 'Moines to 
organize a campaign committee for 
the purpose of controlling the state 
convention which should write a plat­
form. Up to that time there was not 
the slightest though* in Iowa of doing | €Ti£,bted the government to tc-
President Taft any damage in a state j and a half million dollars, will get for 

George W. Egan's address is Sioux 
Falls. S. D. -Chautauqua managers 
may address him there at any time 
and be sure of reaching him. 

• • • 

It was all right for Professor Pew 
of Ames <to get married if he wants to, 
but why should he go to Maine for 
his bride? 

• • • 

The candidate is quite sure that po­
litical campaigns also have something 
to do with the high cost of living. 

* * * 

If George Cosson Is to be the next 
attorney general of .lowa, that is a lot 
of satisfaction for the law-abiding ele­
ment of the s>tate. 

• • • 

Rudolph Spreckles has gone to 
Europe to study graft. This would 
seem to be something of a slight for 
Frisco. 

• • * 

Richard Parr, the customs employe 
who disclosed the methods of the sugar 
trust in defrauding the treasury and 

BEMOANS ITS OWN STAGNATION. 
[Keokuk -Constitution-Democrat.] 

The town of Hamilton is advertising 
for bid? for the construction of 10.000 
square feet of cement sidewalks. War­
saw will construct twenty-five blocks 
this year and a Keokuk contractor is 
laying nineteen blocks in the little 
hamlet of Elvaston. which has a popu­
lation of two or three thousand people. 
Any one of these three small towns 
will lay more cement sidewalk than 
Keokuk probably will during the pres­
ent year. 

As a matter of fact, all public im­
provements have been completely sus­
pended. in Keokuk. There are a num­
ber that are much needed but they 
need not be expected this, and possibly 
not next year. The commissioners as­
sert that they have no money with 
which to pay for public improvements, 
and in the next breath tell how much 
money they have collected since they 
came into power and how much they 
have saved and have in the bank. Any 
man with an income who does not pur­
chase the necessaries of life could make 
a certain sort of financial showing and 
might by miserly saving be compli­
mented for his splendid economy, but 
the chances are that he would starve, 
to death. It looks as tho that was to 
be the fate of Keokuk for some time 
to come. She will cease to be a pro­
gressive town if a policy of that kind 
is long maintained. Saving at the 
expense of growth and keeping abreast 
of modern requirements is generally 
regarded as false economy. Even a 
debt may be made a blessing. 

republican convention. An endorse­
ment of the senators and progressive 
congressmen was to be expected but 
ft -would have been tolerant and not 
at all offensive to the president. How­
ever, a so-called Taft republican club 
was formed for the announced purpose 
of "organising every precinct in Iowa." 
The fight was on. 

The progressives then had to meet a 
, In the state as well as in the 
tSatricts «nd a candidate for governor 

this Miuto had clewed aw*y 
had lost nothln* that 

before. n*elr six pro-
oousresamen fa) the Tenth, 

trtiiW*1. Fourth, Third,. JUUi aad 

his reward an amount sufficient to give 
him a competence the rest of his life. 
This no doubt will fix him firmly in the 
notion that honesty is the best policy. 

IOWA OPINIONS AND NOTE3. 

"Don't need congress in the month 
of June," says the Ackley World. "The 
school commencements are more in­
teresting." . 

-

"Some men 'set* around all the time 
and *bowt the only thing they hatch 
is a cock-and-bull story about what 
they are 'going to do,"" complains the 
Tains News. 

Remarking that "A monument has 
been suggested for John A. Kasson," 
the Ida Grove Pioneer says, "Kasson 
was the greatest diplomat the state of 

; V-, y f 

partment stores as extensive as those 
in our greatest cities. One Jew has 
three such in Berlin, and twelve in 
other places. One, that our girls were 
lost in, had 2,200 clerks whose wage 
ranged from $9 to $23 a month. He 
sold parrots for one thing and kept a 
woman linguist who would teach a bird 
to speak any language desired. 'IPolly 
wants a cracker," in German, (French, 
English, Turkish, etc. • 

THE OORN CROP. 
[Kanawha Record]. 

We have talked with quite a number 
of farmers and And that the majority 
of the corn has been planted too deep. 
The indications early in the spring 
were for a warm dry growing season, 
and generally it was thought safest to 
plant a little deeper than usual, while 
we have not had an abundance of mois­
ture, yet the warm weather has been 
lacking. Possibly a number of far­
mers also got their corn down a little 
deeper than they intended to on ac­
count of the condition of the soiL 
Worms have made fcnroads oil the roots 
as well as the kernels. The quality of 
the seed corn is not too blame for these 
oondltions. . Some farmers who have 
had to replant have used seed from 
their first lot of se^ed. corn and found 
that the stand is now good, and the 
second planting is in some cases now 
looking stronger than the first planting 
where only a partial replanting was 
necessary, and the same lot of im­
ported seed was used both times. On 
the warmer sandy soils <m the hills 
along the river the corn shows up bet­
ter than where the same lot of .seed 
was used on the adjoining level lands. 
Early and deep planting, worms, and 
a lack of warm sunshine have contri­
buted much more to the poor stand 
than seed of low quality. 

THE "MOTHER'S SACRIFICE. 
[Nevada Representative]. 

Dr. T. K. Hunter Sunday morning, 
at the Presbyterian church, still under 
the inspiration of Memorial Day, car­
ried thru his sermon St. Paul's figure 
which represents the Christian as a 
soldier. By way of illustrating the 
enthusiasm and willingness of sacrifice 
which often characterizes enlistment, 
he pictured a scene which occurred in 
his own home town in Haysville, Ohio, 
in the early days of the civil war, when 
recruiting for the Union army was 
going on. The five sons of a widow 
subscribed to the muster roll, and then 
the mother, her all being laid on the 
altar of her country, offered herself to 
serve in any capacity to which she was 
suited. 

The giving of one's self to the cause 
to which all that was dearest had been 
dedicated was a natural sequence. Al­
most any mother would have found it 
easier to go than to stay. But gen­
erally ties remained. So it was with 
the senior Mrs. Stone, the venerable 
lady who used to live over south of our 
cKv park—the mother of John T. 
Stone who was foreman for a genera­
tion in the Representative office. Mrs. 
Stone, widowed and poor in Central 
New York, but staunch in patriotism, 
saw her sons one after another start 
for the front till five had gone and, but 
for little ones that claimed her care 
she too would gladly have followed the 
ones who marched away. The sacri­
fice of her middle life won for her old 
age the comfort and care of the Iowa 
Soldiers' Home at Marshalltown when 
she had no sons left In Iowa to care 
for her and she was-too wedded to the 
state of her adoption to ta^e up life 
amid strange surroundings. 

DAY AND THE ACTO CRAZE. 
[Davenport Times]. 

Chancellor Day has broken loose 
again. Chancellor Day of the Syra­
cuse university is one of the noted 
pessimists of the day. Perhaps he 
considers himself merely a prophet. 
No one can tell. But he has been able 
to discover a dark cloud for almost 
every thing of public interest during 
the last few years. And now he says 
the automobile is the nation's curse. 
This denunciation of the motor car 
comes, too. just when many people are 
thinking of mortgaging their cottages 
in order to buy a car and "get into the 
swim." It comes when many factories 
are planning for an increased output, 
not only of the higher priced but of the 
lower priced cars. He asserts that 
the motor car adds nothing to wealth. 
Perhaps he i3 right. Nevertheless 
there are many people who spend many 
hours in the open air now who former­
ly remained shut-ins. If anyone has 
better health as a result of riding in 
the open air, that is worth while. There 
are two sides to the automobile craze, 
just as there are two sides to almost 
everything' else. Surely there ought to 
be no criticism of the man who rides 
in a motor car if he can afford to do 
so. The wages paid for building mot­
or cars buy just as much food for the 
workman's wife and children as wages 
paid for any other kind of work, and 
a li>ttle more because the average 
wages in automobile factories are high­
er than In many other industries. It 
is the man whose Income does not 
justify the purchase of a car who 
should listen to Chancellor Bay. 

maligned and slandered. (He did not 
even make an open, manly personal 
apology in the court where he had so 
misbehaved, he did not deem it worth 
while to apologize to the gentlemen in 
whose presence he had forgotten to 
try to play the gentleman. He simply 
admitted that he had been misinform­
ed, in other words, that he had lied and 
he retracted the words. 

"Where is the bullying, the lying, the 
slandering, the villificatlon, "tshe abuse 
going to stop if a written apology a 
few days later is goins to square the 
whole tiling?" 

Now the particular matter to which 
we would wish to call the attention of 
the Burlington Hawkey* is that the 
Mr. iLawler, who is the subject of the 
Hawkeye's very vigorous and, we be­
lieve, very pertinent comment is the 
same Mr. Lawler to whom-President 
Taft deputed the original preparation 
of the presidential exoneration, for the 
information of the American people 
and for rthe benefit of "Secretary Bal-
linger. Lawler Is •Ballingefs confi­
dent and the president's reliance, and 
he was the party whom the steno­
grapher Kerby is said to have "betray­
ed," when the stenographer told the 
truth to the discomfiture of all the offi­
cials herein named and several moi^e 
besides. And the Hawkeye reaches 
the conclusion that Lawler publicly 
"had lied." What Is the matter with 
toe Hawkeye retracting its criticism 
and joining the Representative in ad­
vising the administration to "tell the 
truth?" 

BCRRELL IN BERLIN. 
[Washington County Press]. 

Berlin has far more statues than any 
capital in Europe. Most of them are 
of rulers, statesmen, soldiers, all de­
signed to stimulate the military spirit. 
Tho the garden Is animated with mar­
ble and bronze poets, musical compos­
ers, scholars, philosophers, yet the 
dominant tone is "we have killed a 
lot;" "let us butcher some more." War 
is the greatest game in Germany, the 
first of the sciences and arts. It be­
tokens a type of civilization and re­
ligion far from the highest. Spears 
and sword* clank and jingle on the 
pavements, uniforms color every rod 
in the city. The police all over Eur­
ope thus far dress as soldiers and wear 
swords or long daggers. Railway men 
are uniformed as generals. Even the 
country gatemen on railways have a 
soldierly aspect Where is Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace? Not in 
Germany, surely. Nearly every other 
man in that empire is supported by bay­
onets, is a son of a gun. In every coun­
try on the continent it takes a «un to 
support a gun, as if the theory ot life 
were, "the chief end of man is to kill 
some one;" "the very best us® to put 
a man is to kill him." but open schools 
to teach the trick of murder with 
scientific and artistic etiect. 'ini» sol­
dier business, the world over, one 
would think, is the most perfect idiocy 
on earth. 

Our ladies shopped, am did the men, 
aad found goods half to two-thirds 
cheaper than at home. (Berlin has de­

v . - ; ' .  . - w ,  - , * V ' , ; A \  
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TELLING THE TRUTH. 
[Nevada Representative]. 

The Burlington Hawkeye in its Issue 
of last Thursday took the Representa­
tive to task for an editorial recently 
published in this paper, advising the 
Taft administration to tell the truth. 
The advice was fortified with some 
pertinent historical references, and It 
had particular application to the way 
in which the truth has been denied 
and evaded and finally admitted as to 
the preparation for President Taft by 
one of the departmental subordinates 
of a letter for the president's signature, 
exonerating Secretary BsUlnger. We 
do not understand the Hawkeye to dis­
pute the general soundness of the ad­
vice to tell the truth; but it does re­
sent the Implication that the Taft ad­
ministration has need of such advice. 

We might have considered ourselves 
properly squelched and have let the 
matter go had we not discovered in the 
Sunday issue of that same Burlington 
Hawkeye a leading article under the 
head "Does That Square It," the. main 
part of the article being as follows: 

"In the Ballinger investigation, well 
toward the close, one LaWler, who Is 
attorney in the case, made a terrible 
verbal assault upon several of the wit­
nesses. He accused them of things 
which ought to have brought down up­
on them the wrath of all honest men. 
He used language toward thesn which 
ought to have resulted to his immed­
iate expulsion from the presMice of 
gentlemen who were conducting the 
Investigation. The whole thiiyr^was 
simply outrageous, and womo rci-
ly have \>een permitted In a cross-roads 
Justice (<hop. 

"And the next day, or the day there­
after, the fellow announced thathehad 
mailed op apology to the sssn whom, he 
had so brutally assaotted and so fonllr 

" A Jitcb : 
- ~ 

Ballinger'* "Snake-Killing." 
(Baltimore Sun). 

"I Intend to kill some snakes!" ex­
claimed Secretary Ballinger with a sar­
donic smile when he was in the wit­
ness stand before the Congressional In­
vestigating Committee. The "snakes" 
are the men in his department who 
have failed to "stand by him." When 
GlaviB unearthed the Cunningham 
claims, Glavis was promptly discharg­
ed. When Kerby told the facts in re­
gard to the preparation of the Taft let­
ter of vindication. Kerby was dis­
charged. Now Mr. Ballinger has set 
about the work of driving from the 
government service those who gave 
testimony that was unfavorable to him. 
He has summarily discharged Horace 
T. Jones. Jones was the special agent 
of the land office who collected con­
siderable evidence tending 'to prove the 
fraudulent character of the Cunning­
ham coal land claims. He was sum­
moned by the investigating committee, 
was compelled to testify, and tho every 
effort was made to break down his 
testimony, it Ptood the test. This tes­
timony involved Ballinger and his 
friends. Ballinger orders the dismis­
sal of Jones. 

The' director of the reclamation ser- j 
vice and the chief engineer disagreed j 
with Mr. Ballinger on many points. 
They questioned the truth of some of 
his statements. It is understood that 
both officials will be removed. 

But the Ballinger snake-killing cam­
paign by no means ends with those he 
regards as hij> active "enemies." It 
extends to officials who refused to aid 
in his defense. Professor Joseph A. 
Holmes is regarded as the ablest expert 
in certain features of faiining and mine-
rescue work in this country. Congress 
created a bureau of mines in order to 
extend the notable work in which Pro­
fessor Holmes has been engaged for 
several years, and no other man was 
thought of for the first chief of this 
bureau. Holmes takes no interest, 
whatever, in politics. He refused to 
take sides or be mixed up In any way 
with the Ballinger affair. He spent 
his time In attending strictly to busi­
ness. Holmes was the co-worker of 
Secretary Garfield and Gifford Pin-
chot in the previous administration. 
But he failed to rush to the rescue of 
Ballinger, and the secretary of the in­
terior is doing everything in his power 
to humiliate Dr. Holmes and appoint 
another man chief of the bureau of 
Mines. 

Mr. Ballinger is sorely taxing the 
patience of the American people. His 
attitude on the witness stand and his 
course - since that time show clearly 
what manner of man he is. 

It is not the Joneses and the Glavises 
of this administration who deserve re­
moval, but the Baliingers, the Dennetts 
and all the kit and crew of servile un-
ierlings who sneeze every time the 
secretary takes snuff. In spite of all 
the "vindication" that whitewashing 
committees can furnish, in spite of all 
the letters of "exoneration" that friend­
ly attorneys can draft and the presi­
dent sign, the head of Ballinger himself 
is demanded by the people of the Unit­
ed States, and Mr. Taft will be forced 
to recognize that demand, or still fur­
ther weaken and disorganize his party. 

The Food Supply of Cities. 
(Christian Science iMonitor). 

Civic pride has expressed Itself in 
many ways during recent years, but 
seldom has it been able to boast with 
more substantial reason thatn Baltimore 
gives for the self-congraitulation in 
which it is indulging at present. It is 
happy as well as proud that Its food 
supply is so plentiful and so cheap, and 
the American of that city, touching on 
the matter, attributes these blessings 
to the fact that Baltimore is located 
practically on the waters of Chesa­
peake bay, with its vast production of 
fish food, and to the numerous truck 
farms in the vicinity and their easy ac­
cess to the city's markets, This .leads 
the Picayune of New Orleans to pre­
sent similar claims on the part of the 
Crescent city. 

These cities, however, are not excep­
tionally situated or exceptionally for­
tunate with regard to the mat­
ter of local food suppfly. In the 
South, the West and the Northwest 
the local supply of foodstuff, generally 
speaking, is abundant, and at first 
hand cheap. The middleman is con­
veniently blamed for the advance 
which takes place between the time the 
foodstuff leaves the producer and the 
time it reaches the consumer. Ifl M a 
question, however, whether the retailer 
is getting more than his legitimate 
share of the profits; it is a question, 
indeed, of whether the profits in these 
days of high prices are so great as 
they were a few years ago when the 
price of everything In the nature of 
food was low. 

(Baltimore and New Orleans seem to 
reveal the secret when they find reason 
to boast of easy and cheap transpor­
tation for their water and garden pro­
ducts. For example. New York and 
Chicago have almost unlimited fish and 
vegetable producing territory to draw 
upon, but in each oase it costs almost 
as xmuch to market the products as It 
does to catch or to raise them. In a 

nt rvtrr hlff rttlM «rMt Cen­
tral markets, reached quickly and 
cheaply underground or overground by 
the producer, and accessible to the 
great body of i consumers, give assur­
ance of the only effectual remedy tar 
pusant conditions. •v-i. u 

For Sunday Reading 
All Strts of Opinions 

Watch the Picture Shows. 
The moving-picture shows have had 

a great many good words spoken in 
their behalf as cheap, harmless, and 
educative amusements. But a Cincin­
nati religious paper now thinks they 
"need watching." This journal, The 
Western Christian Advocate, declares 
on the testimony of the superintendent 
of the probation officers connected with 
the juvenile court of Cincinnati that 
"juvenile delinquency has increased 
alarmingly in that city—50 per cent he 
would estimate—since 'the multiplica­
tion of the cheap nAoving-picture 
shows." This indictment does not put 
all the nickelodeons under the ban of 
reprobation,' but only such of them as 
lay themselves open in a manner like 
this: 

".We lately saw a series of piotures 
to which the proprietor directed our 
specific attention as being particularly 
high-class. But they showed aband­
oned women, apartments In a house of 
ill-repute, gamlfcers at their games, the 
suicide of a prostitute, the hold-ups 
of highwaymen, and so on. And all of 
this the exhibitor claimed was teaching 
o> high mors! lesson! This show was 
in a suburban village. But many of 
them that crowd each other in the heart 
of the city are much .worsfe—as bad as 
they can be and escape the penalties 
of the law. The worst plays of the 
tenderloin are reproduced, and boys and 
girls—who, because of the small ad­
mittance fee, are the chief patrons of 
these exhibitions—become familiarized 
with every form of vice and violence. 
Juvenile criminals have repeatedly 
confessed that they received their first 
suggestions of robbery, house-breaking, 
safe-cracking, etc., from what they had 
seen on the screens. 

"Not only are such pictures them­
selves depraving, but for innocent boys 
and girls to be drawn into the asso­
ciations likely to be found in such 
places, and to be out on the streets 
during the night hours. Is not conducive 
to their best moral development. There 
are all sorts of dangers and temptations 
in that direction. Physicians, too, 
warn us that many of the nickelodeons 
are distinctly unsanitary, being closed 
in and threatening tuberculosis because 
of dust, sputum, foul air, and lack of 
ventilation." 

Mark Twain's Religious Book. 
The book, we are told, was written 

at odd times between 1S80 and 1906. 
It sets forth in the form of a dialog 
between a young man and an old man 
"its author's notions of the Inner 
springs of human character." Midway 
in this volume of 140 pages is a list of 
the principal religious faiths of the 
world. And upon this the old man re­
marks: 

"That list of sects is not a record of 
studies, searchings, scekings after 
light; it mainly (and sarcastically) in­
dicates what association can do. If you 
know a man's nationality you can 
come within a split hair of guessing 
the complexion of his religion: English, 
Protestant; American, ditto; Spanish, 
Frenchman, Irishman, Italian, South 
American Austrian, Roman Catholic; 
Russian, Greek Catholic; Turk, (Mo­
hammedan, and so on. And when you 
know the man's religious complexion 
you know what sort of religious books 
he reads when he wants some more 
light and what sort of books he avoids, 
lest by accident he get more light than 
he wants. In America If you know 
which party collar a voter wears you 
know what his associations are and 
how he came by his politics and which 
breed of newspapers he reads to get 
light, and which breed he diligently 
avoids, and which breed of mass-meet­
ings he attends in order to broaden 
his political knowledge, and which 
breed of mass-meetings he does not at­
tend except to refute its doctrines with 
brickbats. We are always hearing of 
people who are around seeking after 
truth. I have never seen a (perma­
nent) specimen. I 'think he has neve^ 
lived. But I have seen several entirely 
sincere people who thought they were 
(permanent) seekers after truth. They 
sought diligently, persistently, care­
fully, cautiously, profoundly, with per­
fect honesty and nicely adjusted judg-
ment—until they believed that without 
doubt or question they had found the 
truth. That was the end of the search. 
The man sperrt the rest of his life 
hunting up shingles wherewith to pro­
tect his truth from the weather. If' 
he was seeking after political truth he 
found it in one or another of the hun­
dred political gospels which govern 
men in the earth; if he was seeking 
after the only true religion he found 
it In one or another of the 3,000 that 
are in the market. In any case, when 
he found the truth he sought no far­
ther; but from that day forth, with his 
soldering-iron In one hand and his 
bludgeon in the other, he tinkered its 
leaks and reasoned with objectors. 
There have been innumerable tempor­
ary seekers after truth—have you ever 
heard of a permanent one? In the 
very nature of man such a person is 
impossible. However, to drop back to 
the text—training: all training Is one 
form or another of outside influence, 
and association Is -the largest part of 
it. A man is never anything but what 
his outside influences have made him. 
They train hlSi downward or they train 
him upward——but they train him; they 
are at work upon him all the time." 

Jewish Objection to Christianizing 
Effort. 

Mayor Gaynor, of New York, has 
shown his opposition to efforts to 
christianize the Jews by denying a 
license for street' preaching to a clergy­
man of the Jewish Evangelical So­
ciety. Orthodox Jewish papers receive 
this announcement with (entire ap­
proval, The Modern View (St. Louis) 
believing that "it will effectually end" 
what it calls "the pernicious activity* 
of the New York society devoted to 
Jewish evangelization. The mayor's 
letter Is as follows: 

"Reverened and Dear Sir: It seems 
to me that this "work of proselyting 
from other religions and sects is very 
often carried too far. - Do you not think 
the Jews have a good religion? Have 
not the christians appropriated the en­
tire Jewish sacred Scriptures? Was 
not the New Testament also written 
entirely by Jews? Was not Jesus also 
born of the Jewish race, if I may 
speak of it with due reverence? Did 
not we christians get much or the 
most of what -we have frotai the Jews? 
Why should any one work so hard 
to proselyte the Jew? His pure belief 
1n the one true living God comes down 
to us even from ths'twilirfht of fable, 
and is one of the unbroken, lineages 
and traditions of the world. I do not 
think I should give you a license to 
preach for the conversion of the Jews 
in the streets in the thickly settled 
Jewish neighborhoods which you des­
ignate. .Would you not annoy them 
and do-an ore harm than good? How 
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many Jews have you converted 60 
far?" 

The Christian Intelligenor asks, 
however, since when it is that the civil 
law has appointed the mayor of New 
York City as "the theological censor 
of the religious forces of that commun­
ity." The mayor's letter, it thinks, 
seems to show that he is "laboring 
under the delusion that his personal 
convictions as ,to the character of 
certain religious enterprises should 
control his relations as a civil officer 
to them." It says further: 

"As a matter of fact it is a question, 
whether his attitude does not come 
dangerously near en<to*oaching upon 
the religious liberty of our citizens, 
which would seem to Include not only 
liberty of worship but of expression, 
so long as such expression does not 
disturb the public peace and ulet. As 
a matter of fact the permission re­
quested by Mr. Chalmers, the mission­
ary in question, has been granted time 
and again to other preachers -and 
workers and without harmful results. 
As to the propriety of proselytizing 
such Jews as are willing to be prosel-
tyzed, even the mayor must acknowl­
edge, if he will 8ook up his history, 
that the early christian church was to 
a large extent founded on converted 
Jews. It is certainly a pity that an 
official should lay himself open to 
even the suspicion of an attempt to 
make political capital out of an appeal 
to the religious prejudices of any class 
of our people." 

Puritan Fathers' Ideas. 
Mayor Whitlock, in speaking of the 

statutes for closing of saloons and 
places of amusement on Sunday, says: 

"The basis of all tljis legislation was 
the contention that the Sabbath should 
be observed, and Its object was to en­
force the observance of the Sabbath in 
a certain way, devised by the Puritans, 
brought by them to this country and 
handed down to and impressed upon 
their descendants. 

"In any community composed of peo­
ple among whom the Puritan Ideals 
and traditions prevail the enforcement 
of such statutes was easy, because 
there was a general wish to observe 
them, and the other tendency was an 
exception; they represented the will 
of the people; they were in oOnforrrjUy 
with their customs and habits and em­
ployment; they were, in a word. law. 

"But America was not for the Purl-
tans or their descendant® alooe, it was 
for all men, and there came here others, 
of a different tradition, of other, less 
severe, and in some respects, mora 
cheerful ideals, people of different cus­
toms and habits and ways of viewing 
life. They wished to observe the Sab­
bath in a different manner. 

"So here a first difficulty arose. A 
second presents itself upon the appear­
ance of another powerful factor — 
namely, the economic aspect which the 
problem assumes. In dealing with 
what are called moral problems wo 
are only beginning to take intd con­
sideration the influence of economio 
conditions In determining human con-
iuct. 

"This mode oi observing the Sabbath 
and the statutes enacted to enforce It 
found their rise in purely agricultural 
communities. Men accustomed to work 
out of doors all the week, coming at 
last wearily to a day of rest, were quite 
ready and willing to spend that day in­
doors. For rest, primarily, is change, 
and men who have been out of doors 
all week find a change within doors. 
Consequently the statutes relating to 
Sabbath observance were the more 
easily and readily accepted by the peo­
ple, because, aside from any considera­
tions of religion of piety, they were In 
conformity with their impulses, their 
desires and their necessities. 

"In the city, however, a different 
state exists. Here the conditions of 
employment are such that men, for the 
most part, are indoors all ths weefc, 
and when the day of rest comes they, 
or at least those to whom it does come, 
naturally as their country cousins went 
indoors, seek recreation in the open air. 

"Again, when we reflect upon tho 
intensity of the modern struggle for ex­
istence, the rigorous demands made 
upon the vital forcefs of men to the 
economic conflict, the long hours of toil 
in close and often Ill-ventilated shops, 
stores and factories, the nervous strain,, 
the risk and danger in operating ma­
chines, it will be seen that some relaxa­
tion Is necessary, and this fact, more: 
than any other, explains the search for 
amusement, the theater, the ball game 
and all that. These things become a 
necessity under the economic condi-. 
tions of today. 

"The saloon, it is true, stands upon 
somewhat different grounds, yet, where 
the resort to it can not be explained 
on the ground of real or fancied social 
necessity, it being the only public place 
where men may meet freely as equals 
and enjoy each other's society. It Is. 
found to be due to the necessity of 
stimulation decreed by this same in­
satiable machine, which, by exhausting 
men's bodies in the mad greed for pro-, 
fits, drives them to stimulants in an 
impulsive effort to restore their wasted 
forces and exhausted bodies. 

"And beyond all this, deeper, sadder, 
more pathetic far than all this, ta the 
fact that thousands by society's grim 
machine are driven to drink by pov­
erty, quite as often as they art driven 
to poverty by drink. Indeed, I think 
that Mr. Tom L." Johnson spoke ths 
truth when he said that there are mors 
people who drink because they are nils, 
erable than there are people who ar« 
miserable because they drink." - ; , 
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