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" THRONGS OF YOUNGSTERS
FOR FORMAL OPENING.

JUDGING STARTS IN
3 EVERY DEPARTMENT

Prize. Winners Announced in Butter
Sooring Contest—Entries - in Baby
Contest Numerous and Another Day |
Required — Farmers Grain Dealers
Association Spreading Co-operation.

Special to Times-Republican,

Des Molnes, Aug.  29.—The ITowa
state falr formally opened yesterday
with a complete program, It was chil-
dren’s day when children under 15
were admitted free and troops of
youngsters, accompanied by thelr par-
ents or older members of the family
were on the grounds. The weather was
ideal for comfort but not hot enough
lor the concession men to do the busl-
ness that the hot weather brings them.

Judging started in all departments
yesterday. In the horse department
Shetland, Welsh and Hackney ponles
were judged. There are six exhibit-
ors of Welsh ponles, fourteen of Shet-
lands and elght of Hackneys,

Butter scoring began Thursday and
up to noon Yyesterday thes judges had
finished only a part of the work.
Awards In the butter contest wefe an-
nounced up to noon yesterday as fol-
lows: Creamery butter, whole milk
class, first, Thomas E. Sadler, Oelwein;
second, J. J. Jensen, Copas, Minn.;
cream class, first, C. W. Green, Hart-
ley; second, E. A. Gudvangen, Hanlon-
town; dairy butter, first, Mrs. Otto
Rasmussen, Altoona; second, Mrs, J.
A. Peters, Ankeny.

One More Day For Babies,

Babies were judged rapidly in the
baby health contest in the women and
children’s building, There are such a
large number of entries this year that
the judges have declided to use one
more day for the fudging. Last vear
the Judging concluded with final
awards on Thursday morning but this
vear Friday morning will see the finish
of the contest. There are 399 babies
entered this year as against 225 last
vear. An additional class has been
provided this year known as the im-
provement class and prizes are being
offered for those babies scored in
classes for babies twelve to twenty- |
four months old last year which show
the most improvement in a year's
time. There are almost as many par-
ents Interested in this class as in the
other classes. By noon ves':rliy the
judges had scored thirty-five babies
and they expect to scora reveaty-lwo
a day.

Grain Dealers Advertise.

The Farmers Grain Dealers Associa-
tion of Iowa, which had a prominent,
part in the recent fight to prevent a
rise in grain rates from being put into
effect by the railroads, nas a tent on
the grounds with considerable litera-
ture on hand with reference to the as-
sociation, Men outside the organiza-
tion frankly give credit to the grailn
dealers assoclation and the Corn Bo]t'
Meat Producers Association for help-!
ing to win the fight against increased
freight rates.

The grain dealers association is a
co-operative movement among farmers
here In Jowa which has met with dis-
tinguished success. The stalistical in-
formation reiniive v ihe fac CO=-
operative movement in Towa given outl
at the state fair headquarters shows
that Yowa has 367 farmers elevator,
grain and lumber companies and the
average number of stockholders in
each organization is 135, making a to-
tal membership of the farmers elevator
and co-operative movement in ITowa
of approximately 49,5645. It is estimat-
ed that the patrons of these companies
have received an average of three
cents per bushel above what they
would have received for their grain,
had it not been for the co-operative
companies which in a year would have
amounted to $3,463,849.

There was a big crowd of boys en-
~tered In the boys judging contest at
the falr yesterday, so many in fact
that the judges had not finished the
acoring at a late hour last night. This
is one of the features of the fair of|
especial value to the boys. Five scol-
arships are awarded -In the state agri-
cultural college at Ames to the win-
ners, valued at $200, $150, $125, $100,
and $25 respectively. The latter prize
Is for a short course,

HOSPITALS FILLED.

Facilities Inadequate to Care For In-
creasing Patronage at Estherville.
Special to Times-Republican,
Estherville, Aug. 28.—During the
past year Estherville's six physicians
and surgeons have kept the two hos-
pitads at, this point, the Anderson hos-
pital and City hospital, taxed to ca-
pacity, the number of operations per-
formed being greater than at any point
in the northwest, Rochester not ex-

cepted, In proportion to the number of $30,000.
in men who take possession Sept. 1,

surgeons working. increase

‘| son, who nhas been at the head of the

has been elected principal
continue to have charge of his old de-

of the Denison schools.

Special to Times-Republican.
proprietor of the Wahkonsa Hotel for

Edward Awe and John B. Julius for

cases is attributable to the small num-
ber of deaths following operations at
the hands of the doctors. Owing to
the Inability to take care of all the
patronage offered, Ethyl B, Walker, R.
N,, who recently purchased the Har-
court hospital, now the City hospital,
has secured a new building and is hav-
ing same remodeled and is.installing
modern and’' up-to-date fixture and
furnishi and as soon as the bullding
is in readiness the present equipment
of the City hospital will be moved to
the new ‘location,

GENEVA MAN AN INVIN‘TOH.

W. A. Fraziar Makes Farm Gate With
Several Novel Features,

i TRAL AURDERER

FOLLOWING MAN BELIEVED TO
HAVE KILLED MERCHANT
! AT WEBSTER CITY,
BURGLAR BELIEVED TO
HAVE SHOT STOREKEEPER

Special to T1'imes-Republican.

Geneva, Aug. 28.—W. A. Frazier, a
young man residing on a farm north of
this place,

This invention has a novel feature of
a small gate within a large gate which
allows hogs to pass thru without open-
ing the large gate. Another special
feature is the peculiar structure of the
hinge which, when the gate is lifted,
closes by gravity.

The hinge is also so constructed that
when the gate is swung to open posi-
tion it is held firmly and can not be
accidentally released.

Mr. Frazier Is going to Des Moines
next weck tc make arrangements to |
have the gate manufactured.

LAWYER SUES WALSHES

M. F. Healey Asks $15000 as Attor-!
ney's Fees From Clients Who Were'
Made Defendants in Colby Motor
Company Litigation.

Special to Times-Republican.

Mason City, Aug. 28.—M, F. Healey,
of Fort Dodge, today instituted suit
against Mari and John Walsh for $15,-
000 as attorney's fee. At the same
time another suit was brought against
the Walshes for collection of a $1,000
note given to the American Steam
Laundry Company for stock. Accord-
ing to papers filed an agreement was |
reached between Attorney Healey and |
Mari and John Walsh whereby he was
to receive $15,000 for the work he and;
Attorney Kelleher did in the recent
litigation with trustees of the Colby
Motor Company, and Mrs. Walsh in-
structed her banker to pay this suml
or sell securities she had in the bank |
to that amount and deliver to Mr.|
Healey. Mr. Healey says that he has'
not seen any of the money, and has
brought suit for recovery.

SUES FOR $19,500.

A. F. Danghenbaugh Made Defendant !
in Action Alleging Misrepresentation. |
Special to Times-Republican.

Iort Dodge, Aug. 28.—A. F. Daugh-
enbaugh, Webster county's biggest land
owner, is being sued by John Y. An-
derson for $19,500, alleged due him be-
cause of misrepresentations in a land
deal. Johnson recites that in a $60,000
land transfer he took 150 shares of
stock in the Enameled Concrete Com-
pany of Des Moines. He claims he lost
on the trade as the stock was reported
to be worth $20,000 and was in reality
worth only $500.

“B!G FOUR” PICNIC MONDAY.

Former Minnesota Executive to Speak
at Belle Plaine Outing.
Special to Times-Republican.

Belle Plaine, Aug. 28.—The "“Big
Four” picnic will be held at Miller's
grove, northeast of this city, on Mon-
day, Aug. 30. Hon, A, O. Eberhart,
former governor of Minnesota, will
give an address at 1:30 p. m. The
Belle Plaine band will furnish music
during the day, and an orchestra will
play for the bowery. Different kinds
¢ amusemants have been provided.
The Belle Plaine merchants have pirc-
vided prizes for the different athletic
events,

Contract For Women’s Dormitory.

Ames, Aug. 28.—The contract for the
women’s dormitory to be erected on
the campus at Iowa State College,
Ames, was let recently at a meeting
of the finance committee of the state
board of education to the J. B. Evans
Construction Company. The price
named is approximately $48,000, which
will enable the board to complete the
building within the limit of the ap-
propriation allowed for {ts construc-
tion,

The sum of $60,000 has been allow-
ed for the building. The plumbing,
heating and lighting will be done by
the college, and it Is estimated that
this work will complete the building
within the sum allowed,

Johnson Becomes School Head.
Special to Times-Republican.

Denison, Aug. 28.—Prof. Jacob John-
manual training department of th2
Denison schools for over eight years.
He will
partment. Under his work manunl;
training has done wonders for the boys !

Fort Dodge Hotel Transfer.
Fort Dodge, Aug. 28.—A. J. Morton,

two years past, has sold the lease to

The new owners are local
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ut a Nickel—
~ Tastes Like a

off with the RIGHT kind of a cigar in the moming and it
whole lot towards making the rest of the day go right.

- Suppose You Trya '
LEWIS 82 5c CIGAR

—that’s_the time your senses are keenest. You'll wonder
youago:uprbynimh. (It doss cost him more
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‘

has invented a farm gate!
which promises to make him famous. |

and Man Answering

to Effect Capture, '

Webster, Aug. 28.—This small town,
twelve miles west of Winterset,

posed to have murdered Rufus Elery,
the Webster storek early Wed-
nesday morning,: ithru here yes-
terday. They went fro re to Neven-
ville and from there to Willlamsbursg.
Several citizens of this city saw and
described a tramp seen on the streets
of this city Thursday, who fitted the
description of the stranger seen on
the streets of Webster Tuesday even-
ing. ‘The gheriff of Masison county and
a posse In automoblles are still fol-
lowing the trail of the bloodhounds.

REAL FIRE FIGHTERS,

Booze Denied—Volunteers Refuse to
Volunteer—Paid Crew Planned.

Stranger Seen in Town Night Before

is
| firmly conviuced that Rufus Ulery, Who gpacial to Times-Republican.
i was found with two bullet holes in his

Special to Times-Republican,
Muscatine, Aug. 28.--As the result of

of booze in their meeting places had

Place Hounds Followed 8cent—Hope heen denled, the city council is con- and played a large part in making at-

sidering a paid fire department for
Muscatine and now the former volun-
teers are applying for employment on
the paid department crews.

Eldora News ltems.

Eldora, Aug. 28.—C. B. Heard, for

body early. Wednesday morning was many years one of Jackson township's

murdered. Bloodhounds brought here
from Agency, by Sheriff Frank Brock,
picked up the trail at the point where
the murdered man's body was found,
and followed it without interruption to
Greenfield. They are still on the trall.

The coroner's Iinquest which was
held Thursday tended to show that ho

imet his death at the hands of supposed

burglars. Altho Ulery had had some
difficulty with some of the towns-
people rece:tly, the trouble had been
patched up yand he was onfriendl
terms with them.

It is thought that Ulery heard someo
one attempting to enter his store build-
ing, and on going down stairs was seen
by the marauder and shot. This theory
iz strengzthened by the apearance and
disappearance of a stranger the even-
ing before the tragedy occurred. The
man arrived in town early in the even-
ing, spoke to no one, and so far as it
has been learned stayed with no one in
town. It was not known when he left
the town, but he was not there the
next morning.

Still Following Trail.
Greenfield, Aug. 28.—Bloodhounds on
the trail of the tramp who is sup-

prosperous farmers, but for the past
| seven yeard residing mnear Faribault,
Minn,, is In Eldora visiting his broth-
ler, B. C. Heard, and other relatives
and friends.
| farm in Minnesota and has purchased
one in Erle county, New York, where
he expects to move at once.

Miss Fern Reed and Verna Iliff en-
tertained twenty-four of their young
|Iady friends at a Kkemsington porch
| party yesterday afternoon at the John
| D. Reed home in the Second ward. The
!afternoon was spent In fancy work
.and music. A dainty luncheon
| served. The out-of-town guests were
Frances Cobb and Marguerite Saun-
| ders, both of lowa City.

Mrs. E. A. Ellsworth is in Grinnell
! today looking for suitable quarters for

herself and daughter, Miss Winnefred, |

while the latter attends school.

The funeral service of M. P. Babecock
was held today in the Baptist' church.
Rev. W. E. Stanley officiated. The
I body was taken to Berlin for Burial.

‘ Miss Margaret Brucher returned
Sunday from her home in LeMars and

jhas again taken up her work at the

i Rvan & Follett real estate office. Miss
Brucher has been suffering with a

| broken leg for several weeks but is
now able to get around with the aid of
a cane,

Northern Iowa Items }

Hampton.

Lifs is moving swiftly for Wilt'am
Stratmann, a farmer living west of
town, who was married at Lansing,
JIowa, on June 10, 1915. He soon found
afterward that his wife’s love had
cooled, but he persuaded her on Aug
12th not to leave him, and then two
days later found that his bride was
gone. He persuaded her to return, but
on Aug. 14th she took her clothes and
some furniture that belonged to her
and left him, so the petition states,

Cherokee.

Willlam Griffin, a butcher of this
city, is starting work this week on a
new brick block to be erected on his
property on West Main  street. The
two old buildings now standing there
are being torn down to make room.for
the new structure, which will be sixty
feet deep. It will be two stories in
height, constructed of yellow brick with
Bedford stone trimmings. There will
bc two store rooms on the first floors,
and two modern flats on the second
floor. The south and east fronts will
be solid plate glass.

Hampton.

At the quarterly conference of the
local Methodist church, held last Mon-
day, a resolution was unanimously
passed, urgimg ius of Revy. De
Witt Clinton as pastor

by
roiurn

for another
year. He has been pastor of the church
for seven years, a record unequaled
by any other pastor before him, and the
unanimous request for his return for
the eighth consecutive year is a rec-
ommend that any person may feel
proud of. The honor is not all one-
aided, tho, as Rev. Clinton has made
a splendid record here.

Alexander.

The Coonley Grocery Company has
purchased the Albin Johnson stock of
goods at Alexander from the trustee
appointed to take charge of the busi-
ness a few weeks ago by the creditors
of Mr. Johnson. The stock consists of
dry goods, groceries and everything
usually found in a general store, and
the Coonley Grocery Company pur-
chased the entire stock at about 50
cents on the dollar. He was doing a
good business at Alexander, but lack
of capital to conduct a business carry-
ing a $12,000 stock forced an assign-
ment.

Cherokee.

Work on the new
roundhouse here was
week on account of the unexpected
conditions which prevailed. When the
foundation was started for the outside
wall, soft mud to a considerable depth
was found, and engineers were sum-
moned from Chicago to determine what
course to pursue. A large number of
workmen were discharged pending the
outcome of the investigation of the en-
gineers. Friday it was decided to drive
t’ ‘rty foot piling as a support for the
wall foundation, and the next day the
work was In full swing. The new
roundhouse will be one of the most
modern in the northwest.

Fort Dodge.

Judge H. E. Fry, of Boone, will find
648 cases' on the district court docket
when he convenes court here Sept. 6,
This is one of the largest number of
cases, if not the largest ever confront-
ing judge jury and attorneys at a dis-
trict court session. This number of
cases wili be increased conakderably by
5 p. m. Friday, the last day for filing.
Up to 3 today, 264 new civil cases had
been filed. Old civil cases number 229,
The probate cases up for considera-
tion number 160, as shown by the rec-
ords in the office of G. L. Lindquist,
clerk of the court. C. F. Heileman,
deputy clerk, on an automobile trip
thru northern Iowa Wednesday, visited
Pocahontas. The clerk there told him
that but six cases had been filed since
the March term.

Britt.

Britt people were again reminded of
the uncertainty of life when last Thurs-
day morning the news was flashed
from Cody, Neb., that Alvah Arnett
had Asabtly killed that morning
while traighten a hitch in a
cable wi clfow bar. BSeveral men
were close by when the fatal accident
happened and state that Mr. Arnett
was struck so violently that death was

Illonois Central
delayed last

instantaneous, The body was shipped

to Britt, accompanied by E. H. Arnett,
a brother. Funeral services were held
from the home in Britt Saturday aft-
ernoon in charge of Rev. W. W, Tyrreil,
of the M. E. church. Mrs. Arnett and
children left with the body of the hus-
band and father, going to Mewiston, Ill.,
where burial will take place. Mrs. F. A.
Stone accompanied them.

Hampton.

Roy Sawyer, who Is employed with a
county road gang constructing a con-
crete bridge near Dows, was buried be-
neath a large amount of dirt and de-
bris last Tuesday morning when the
bridge caved in. He had arrived at tre
scene befcre the men with teams in or-
der to clear out some of the dirt which
had been thr?w_n up by a charge of
dynamite set ‘off: ¥he night befors,
While working, both sides caved In,
striking him and covering all of him
except his head, with a heavy load of
dirt. The rest of the gang arrived soon
after the accident and quickly dag
Sawyer out. He was hurried to this
city, where it wag found he ausained
many painful injuries. His collar bone
was dislocated, two ribs broken aud his
left arm badly bruised and wrenched.
He was taken to his home where hs is
recovering as rapidly as possibie.
Titonka. o

The Fairview Consolidated Indepen-
dent school district is no more. It
passed out of existence Monday after-
noon at 6 p. m. Notices to vote back
to the original civil township had been
posted ten days prior to the election
held Monday afternoon at the Turner
schoolhouse. Only thirty voters regis-
tered. Twenty-two of those voted ad-
versely to consolidation and eight for.
The patrons of the schools in the south
half of the township are for consolida-
tion as the vote showed at the first
election. Their territory was too small
and the number of pupils living within
the territory made it impossible to have
a school of the first rank. A consoli-
dated school with less than 100 pupils
would be a failure. It would be hard
to comply with the statutes and get
state aid. In order to get state aid the
school must have twelve grades. The
patrons of the schools in that section
saw their mistake.

Cedar Rapids.

Sand on the Springville road. oppo-
site the John Wild home, two miles
ecast of Marion, caused great distress
to Mr. and Mrs, L. R. Learick, of
Bloomington, Ill, when their car over-
turned and their cight-months.old
baby suffered a broken thigh, at 3:30
Thursday afternoon. The young cou-
ple had been visiting Mrs. Learick's
gister, Mrs. 2. R. Stone, of Anamosa,
who was accompanying them to Cedar
Rapids. All threec of them, and the
baby, were in the front seat of » Ford
roadster. When the car struck the
sand It swerved, but the dress of one
of the ladies was over the brake so
that Mr. Learick could not get his foot
upon it. He tlought the car was go-
ing to hit a telephone pole and gave the
wheel a quick turn. Then the car over-
turned. He and Mrs. Stone were thrown
clear of the car, but his wife and baby
fell beneath it. Mr. and Mrs. Learick
were not injured and Mrs. Stone es-
caped with only a few bruisea,

Vinton.

The hoisting engine which Is to be
used by the Vinton Sand and Gravel
Company for hoisting sand from the
river arrived the first of the week and
was moved from the depot to the com-
pany’'s land on Wednesday by the Cook
Transfer Company. The engine weighs
14,200 pounds, or a little over seven
ton=. 'This great weight could not be
carried on any wagon in Vinton so a
special wagon had to be sent down
from Waterloo from the Shores Trans-
fer Company. The*wagon weighs 7,000
pounds, or three and one-half tons.
When the engine was placed on the
wagon the combined load was a
little over ten tons and it took six
horses to pull it. The engine is a thirty
horse power, two cylinder type, one
cylinder being placed on each side of
a steam boller and runs two large
drums to which the holsting cable is
attached. The car or scoop in which
the sand is carried will hold one-half
of a yard of sand or just one-half a

whgon load. It scoops up the sand and
dumps it Into-bins automatically.
P~
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Mr. Heard has sold his |
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GATHERED BY

THE WAYSIDE

Des Molines, Aug, 28,—Sitting on the
spacious veranda of the women's and
!lchildren’s bullding, the very heart of
the state fair of today, toward which
all gravitates naturaily, one can not
well avold contrasting the present with
the past In special relation to the part
taken by women in the affairs of Iowa.
Your typical prosperous Iowan doffs
his hat as he enters the palace de-

voted to women, Later on he will
vote to strike out of the constitution
of the state the sex discrimination. But|
it was not always so. A little history|

Description voluntecer fire companies refusing to: will throw light on the subject. Women |
Passeg Thru Greenfield, Thru Which Serve when the comforts and pleasures of Towa of the middle

of the lmh-‘
scontury came promptly to the rrnntj
state fairs. Thelr
forte was in equestrianism, The lady
riders were as great an attraction,
proportionately, as Pain's fireworks or
the aeroplane contortions of today.
But in a musty volume in the state li-
brary which the state had printed and
{ bound in leather years ago there Is a
| report of the third annual state fair,
!lnvludlnx an account in “The North-
| west” wherein is described the eques-
; trian_contest and then the editor ap-
| pends the following:
“We will take this occasion to say,
' that though this feature in our state]
agricultural fair has its interest, it is|
{ one we do not approve, It is one step
iin the path the ‘strong-minded women’
'of the age would lead thelr mex, and
t!!:‘. tendeney Is to draw woman away
| from that retiring delicacy of charac-
{ ter, and gentleness of demeanor, which
"ur(- her chlefest charms in every re-
lation of lfe*

that was sixty years ago, In
iTowa, But Editor Miller also made |
sure to send home to his Dubuque
1Journal a very readable account of
|the equestrian contest. In due time,
| possibly very soon, the lady riding
| ceased to be so0 conspicuous at these
| fairs. Their history would make an
| interesting chapter a® by itself.

¢« o

tractive the first

+ There,

|

! Thomas W. Clagett, the first presi-
‘dl-nt of the Iowa Agricultural Soclety,
| was undoubtedly the person responsi-
| hle for introducing at the state falrs|
'the element of “the strong-minded
woman.” After the first premium list
was made public some one wrote to
the Jowa farmer complaining thnt:
there had heen no offer of a premium|
for female horsemanship but that such
premiums were regularly given in In-
diana, Ohlo and other states. Accord-
ingly, Colonel Clagett made an offer
personally of a fine gold watch to the
“holdest and most graceful female
equestrian” and added:

“Now, come on, Miss Louisa, with all
vour female friends, as thiz {s to be a
fair test of superior horsemanship
among the ladies of Towa There must
be no backing out now, as the banter
is accepted and the watch will be
ready for delivery to the fair winner."”

L LB

And =o it was that on a bright Oc-
tober day in 1854 at the town of alr-
fleld, ten ladies appeared with horses
before a state fair crowd which was
declared by a Keokuk editor to he at
least ten thousand in number. The in-
terest In this event was such that it
was held over the second day. The
awarding committee included Gen, J.
M. Morgan, Des Moines county; Judge
Lowe, of Lee; Col. T. H. Benton, Jr.
of Johnson; Col. H. H. Trimble, of
Davls, Mrs. P. L. Huyett, of Jefferson: )
Miss Albertson, of Lee, and Mise Ins- |
keep, of Wapello, It was arranged
that the ladfes should ride around the
ring, first accompanlied by a cavalier,
and later alone and there was prn-'
vision for more or less fancy riding.
The story of what happened on that
day has been often told but it will re-
pay telling agaln. Pditor Junkin in
his Fairfield Ledger had this to say
of the event:

“The great attraction of the day was
the fomale equestrianism, which came
off at 2 o'clock in iie  af the
second day, and at 10 o'clock a. m. of
the third day. The prize was a gold
watch, valued at $100, and ten ladies,
accompanied by their cavallers, en-
tercd the list to contend for it The
number of persons who were present
to witness this attractive feature of
the fair was {mmense, The commit-
tee awarded the prize to a Miss Turner
of Keokuk, much to the disappoint-
ment of the people, who were decided-
ly in favor of awarding it to Miss
Eliza Jane Hodges, “the Towa City
girl;"” we were one of the people, Wa
had Intended saying something about
how they were dressed, but so soon as
we learned how the prize was awarded,
we were so “put out” that we had no
inclination to note their dress, and
forgot everything else but “the lowa
City girl,” In our humble opinion,
Mrs. John Eckert—the lady dressed In
blue—was decidedly the most grace-
ful rider on the ground. When the
award was made known, the people set
about it and made up a purse of $165
for Miss Elsie J. Hodges, and some
other presents, and further made pro- |
visions for her attendance, free of all
charge, for three terms at the Female
Seminary at this place, and one term
at the seminary at Mount Pleasant, all
of which she gratefully accepted, as a
sensible girl would—particulary the

- b A
aswern

tact of a little heroine, he was made to
keep the track and gauge his galt to
suit the rider's pleasure. She gave
him little time to conjure up mischief,
but gave him a free rein at the start,
and an occasional remembrance from
her whip; she brought him so far under
the first round that he was contented
to drop down for a few moments to a
trot, from which at the will of his
mistress he rose to a canter, then to
a lively charge, and thence to ‘his
prettiest tricks,' which  were fearfully
swift, but which evident]y suited him-
self and his fearless rider, as well as
the whole crowd a great deal better
than anything else. A long, loud shout
£reeted the daring little equestrian as
she completed her last round and
wheeled with the rapidity of lightning
from the course.”

Regarding the one to whom the prize
of the gold watch was awarded this
was sald:

“Pink ribbon.
county, An

Miss Turner of lLee
casy, self-possessed and
graceful rider. She was finely mounted
and showed consummate skill In the
management of her horse, striking any
galt at pleasure. The first round set
everybody to thinking and admiring,
and each succeeding one only added t
the interest which .ts predecessor had
excited. Her elegant form, fine face,

and soft blue eyes also rather s Rod
eemed | \o must have some excitement, or the

to helghten the effect than otherwise.”
In conclusion, General Morgan apol-

| 0gized for the award of the gold watch

by addivz after a reference to the rals-
ing of the purse for Miss Hodges, the
following:

“We, too, were spellbound and over-
whelmed at the daring exhibition of
the little favorite, and even went so
far as to give her the benefit of one
ballot, but the sober second thought
teaches us, as it must all, that if we

{ would encourage a tastful, correct and

ladylike school of equestrianism, such
as we should be willing our misses and
daughters should imitate the decision
of the committee was based upon cor-
rect grounds, The awarding of
prize, therefore, took nothing from the
glory of the little girl, and everyone
will rejoice to learn that she has been
generously, kindly and bountifully pro-
vided for. Long may she live to merit
the applause of her friends; the daugh-
ter of the people, may she ever prove
worthy of her benefactors.”

The excitement and controversy of
the first riding contest of this kind did
not put a stop to the matter at all for
the agricultural soclety the next yvear
offered several premiums In the riding
match., Thero were seventeen ladles
who entered in October, 1856, and Miss
Hodzes and Miss Turner were both In
the lists, but neither obtained a prize.
The first prize went (v Mine
Whitcomb of Wapello county, who re-
ceived a lady's saddle, bridge and mar-
tincale as her premium. Miss Kate B.
Pope of Henry county received second
prize, a silver mounted riding whip
Mrs. L. E. Slater of Wapello recelved
an elegant gold thimble, Nothing is
on record to show what was the extent
of the enthusiasm and interest.

e o 0

The third Iowa state fair was held In
Muscatine on the island in the Missis-
sippi river. There were only five reg-
ular entires in the ladies’ equestrian-
ism class, none of the previous winners
appearing. The 10-year-old girl from
JIowa Clty also appeared, tho not as a
contestant, on a pacing pony. The
premiums went to Miss Pease, of Oska-
logsa, Mrs, Wheeler of lowa City and
Miss Belle Brown of Jefferson. It was
regarding this event that the editor
of the Northwest Farmer wrote that
which is quoted at the head of this
article. But Secretary J. M. Shaffer,

the

Ellen

I the real founder of the state falrs, in

his report gave the death blow to lady
riding exhibitions at the state fairs as
follows:

“During the past season, many and
grievous charges have been brought
against the managers of the different
state falrs on account of one part or

“he exhibition swallowing up the bal-

ance, It Is not because our iast rair
can be placed in that catalog, but It
Is because such evils have, and, in the
nature of things, do atill exist, that
these thoughts are submitted, that we
may guard against them. At the lowa
state fair in 1854, the lady equestrian-
ism appeared to eclipse all other inter-
ests. The various reviews of the falr,
as they appeared in the public press,
generally commenced and ended with
the performance of the ladies. Tho
only agricultural paper then published
in the state, devoted nine columns to
a description of this ‘first great gath-
ering of the farmers of lowa,” six of
which were appropriated to the rid-
ing match, Even the remarks of the
committee to the fair contestants were
deemed of sufficlent fmportance to ap-
pear In full. Three columns to the
horses, cattle, crops and machinery ot
the state, and six to the sweet faces
and beautiful riding-caps of some
dozen ladies.

“In 1855, the excitement was not so
great, and thoe equestrianism did not
occupy so prominent a places ns it did
the year before, elther In the exhibi
tion, or in the reviews of tha press,
At the last fair it had its allotted
time, occupied that time, and iater-
fered with nothing »lse, particularly.
On this whole qucstion of lady (ques-

educational portion, Miss Hodges |Is
quite young, being but 13 or 14 yvears
of age; but she certainly displayed lhal
best horsemanship we ever saw dis-
played by any female. The bold man-
ner In which she fearlessly galloped
around the enclosure was really In-
tensely exciting. The marshals could
not keep the people from showing their
approbation in loud shouts, Miss Kate
B. Pope was there, We know Kate to
be a fine rider, but she rode a miser-
able hack fo ra horse; she did well,
however., We suppose the committee,
in awarding the prize, acted consclen-
tiously, but there was a large major-
ity of the people against them: and
we want it distinctly understood we
were one of them."
- 0

An extended account of the same af-
fair appeared In the Burlington Dally
Telegraph, probably from the pen of
General Morgan, the chairman of the
awarding committee. The heading of
this article was as follows:

“Female equestrianism at the stata
fair. Ten thousand persons present.
Two days' contest. Exc¢iting scenes.
Unbounded enthusiasm. The Hawkeye
girls forever.”

According to this account, the riders
were designated by different ribbons
and concerning the so-called “lowa
City girl" the correspondent wrote:

“Broad blue ribbon. Miss Hodges, of
Johnson county. A little girl of 13
years of age, and decidedly the lioness
of the day and the pet of the people.
She was mounted upon a magnificent
blood bay, all action, and so full of
power and spirit that but few of the
best of horsemen would venture to

trianism, thoe writer woull not Indite

| n single [ll-natured remark, or wound

the feclings of any person who ever ¢ p-
peared as a contestant; but with due
deference to the opinilons of all those
who have looked upon this as one of
the most agreeable featurcs of our ian-
nual exhibitions, permit him briefly to
consider the reasons for opposing such
exhibitions, and then give the decis-
fons of the “authorities” on the ques-
tion under consideration. Two reasons
are urged for offering premiums on
lady horsemanship at our agricultural
exhibitions, viz: that it |s a healthtul
and agreeable exercise, and that it puts
funds into the treasury of the society.
In reply, we will most cheerfully ad-
mit both propositions. Visit any of
our cities or rural districts, and how
many ladies will you see on horseback?
Probably not one In a year, unless it
may be some of our town ladies, who
may send to a livery stable and char-
ter a horse for some half dozen even-
ings in the pleasant summer months,
for the purpcse of exhibiting, not
horsemanship, but drygoods, on the
streets, This Is not a country in which
ladies ride on horseback, nor can ever
the practice be Introduced; this coun-
try was made for wheels, and all the
exhibitions and premiums in christen-
dom will not make the habits of the
people vary from what is adapted to
the country in which they live. But,
agalin, why should we expose our wives
and daughters to the coarse ribaldry
and obscene jests of a thousand “row-
dies,” who are always present on such
occasions? You answer, “that Is an
abuse we cannot avold, and all things

back him; yet under the instinctive

are subject to abuse,” Very true; but

you put up your daughter

upon by the crowd,
yours, but belongs to
she Is being exhibited,
placed in that public position
tarily, and must submit to have her
“points” criticized as a jockey
criticise the “points” of a horse. We
may stand and listen to the ribald
jests of the crowd comparatively um-
moved, so long as the ladies belng exe-
hibited are neither friends or cone-
nections of ours; but place a daughter
there, and can you listen unmoved?
Again, consider the effect it must have
upon the mind of the exhibitor herself,
preparing for a physical display, every
motion to be observed and remarked
upon by a thousand tongues, striving
for the plaudits of the multitudes, and
considering how she is looking every
breath she draws. The effect must be
to efface every truly modest and
womanly feeling In her heart. I da not
say that & lady cannot posseas all
those charms which we s0 much ad-
mire in the truo female character, and
at tho same time exhibit herself in the
ring; but if she be cognizant of the
character of a Iarge proportion of
those who surround her, and thinks for
a moment of the level to which she
is reducing herself—that of the dumb
beasts which preceded her—she will
shrink from the ordeal,

“But,” it is asked, “what will we do
for something to draw out the people?

institution will become bankrupt.”
“This is true; there must be something
to attract and please the crowd, in or-
der to e¢nable you to meet your ex-
penses, If all who attended agricul-
tural exhibitions went for the purposs
of personal improvement in any of the
departments of agriculture or mechan-
ics, there would be no need of any of

{ this excitement to draw a crowd; but

as not more than one in fifty goes
to improve his judgment, or increase
his knowledge, some inducement must
be offered to bring out those who
merely go to see what Is to be seen In
the way of excitement, If, then, ex-
citement must be had, substitute some-
thing else for the exhibition of ladies.
Put your young men on horses, and
get up & modern tournament, leap bars,
advertise for a mule race, of a bull
race, or anything else, no difference
how sllly the performance; it will tend
to the lmprovement of stock just as
much as lady equestrians will, and will
prevent placing our wives and daugh-
ters in n wrong position.

“A year or two ago, the New York
state soclety held their falr at Elmyra,
I think; the day after the exhibition,
there was a contest In lady-equestrian-
ism got up by the citizens of Elmyra.
This contest went forth to the world
as taking place under the patronage
of the state soclety, Mr. Johnson, who
has served that soclety many years, as
secretary, and I8 known thruout the
union as the very able occupant of that
position, came out the next day in a
card, denying the truth of the state-
ment that the state soclety had any-
thing to do with the matter, and inti-
mating In such terms as could not Le
misunderstood, that whenever the so-
clety took such exhibitlons under ils
patronage, his further services must be
dispensed with,

“The stato board of Ohio, who were
among the first to Introduce this fea-
ture, have abandoned and repudiated
3

“The state society of Pennsylvania
was met with an indictment by the
grand jury in Pittsburgh for allowing
such performance. DBut to close the
‘authorities’ the ‘Country Gentleman,’
the highest authority on all su h suh=-
Jects, has spoken out agalns:t it, as
something that Is demoralizing, and
derogatory to the female character, and
that should not be tolerated,

“These are the reasons and ‘author-
ities' for the views here taken on this
question. They are presented without
any reference to the past—except so
far as the swallowing up of other
things are concerned, and Is hoped
that in future they may have only that
consideration to which they are en-
vl A
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The troubles of the early falr man-
agers were not conflned to the lady
riders, however. Just as that form of
entertninment was recelving its quietus,
horse racing came In, It appears that
the tirst two falrs, those held at Falr-
field, were without racing. There was
no track anyway. But at Muscatine
racing was introduced. It must have
been hot sport. The record shows that
the way they raced was each horse to
have a chance all by himself against
time and then to compare. There was
an “Ethan Allen” who was ruled out
hecause his driver was “a jockey." Af-
ter the preliminary heats the best three
raced against each other. A horse
from Muscatine made the mile in 3:04,
one from Scott county {n 3:19, another
from Johnson county 3:44 and a Scott
county horse made a record of 4:23,
and =0 on, In the finish lowa Chief
took first in 2:59, Green Mountain in
3:00 and Blackbird in 3:05, In the
racing second day the best time was
3:.03 But notwithstanding this won-
derful demonstration of speed all was
lovely. The account Iin the Du-
burque “Northwest" said:

“All wns harmony and good order,
except that at one time, after the
gray horse from Dubuque was ruled
out, for running for money, the people,
with whom he was a universal favorite,
demanded his admisslon to the course,
and for some time stopped all business
by clamorous shouts for ‘gray.’ ‘the
gray'—eoven threatening to ‘tear things
to pieces' If their soverelgn will was
not complied with, So earnest was the
desire to see thig horse that the subject
was before the directors thersa several
times, and as often negatived—an ex-
ercige of power which we thought ar-
bitrary and uncalled for."

But they did very well financially at
the Muscatine fair. They had $1,000
from the state and got $1,800 cash at
the fair. but the total when finally all
was collected was $3,911., The fair of
1855 failed by $19 to pay all premiums.
Regarding the finances of the first fair
the treasurer reported:

"As treasurer of ihie soclely we has
leave to report that it was impoasible,
from the irregular manner in which the
money was handed to ue, to make a
perfectly accurate return of the re-:
celpts. They amounted to not less than
$1,000. After all the expenses and pre=-
miums are pald we have a balance
on hand of $50, not sufficlent to pay
the expenses of the publishing com-'
mittee, but the president will advance
the balance. We have besides (not
counted in the above) about $50 of
counterfeit or otherwise worthless
money"

But anyway the great feature was
the lady riding and that was the take
of the state for many a day.

not

Rats destroy every year at least
twentieth part of the sugar cane in Ja-
maica, amounting in value to littie
short of 200,000 pounds,




