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THE NEW INSURANCE LAW.

Editor Times-Republican: I am
writing you in regard to the recent in-
get your idea of this law, either by
letter or thru an editorial

As a business man, I can’t but feel
that there is a rank Injustice being
done the business men of the state of
Iowa, as they seem to be about the
only class of men to whom this law
applies, and all others are exempt

I am enclosing you an editorial from
the Grinnell Register, which I think
has covered the ground pretty
thoroughly, and expresses pretty gen-
erally the sentiments of the business
men here,

As a subscriber to your wvaluable
paper, 1 for one would be very much
pleased to get your ideas on the above
legislation. Harry 1. Yeager.

Mr. Yeager raiscs a question which
is going to be a big issue in the next
legisiature. The purpose of the new
law was to prevent discrimindtion. To
prevent one jewelry store in Grinnell

buyinx insurance at one rate and an-
at an anaother hut it ig feared

that the insurance companies are tak-
ing advantage of the law to enforce a
general increase in fire insurance rates.
The only remedy is for the Grinnell
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commercial club to appeal to the in-
surance commissioner on behalf of a
group of property owners. Falling In
that mutual fire insurance companies
should be formed thruout the state and
the regulated by competition
with mutual companles.

It is possible that in the process of
re-adjustment under the new law some
‘:nwnulizi«-s will appear which can
later be remedied. This is usually true
of any new law and the Times-Repub-
|lican has not joined in the quite gen-
fvml condemnation of the new law for
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Young men with all seven senses un- |
impalired who think their lots are hard
in their struggles for recognition and
success should read the history of M.
J. Carey, the blind lawyer of Newton.
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Those who are kicking about the tax
levies made for ciy purposes should |
read: Jowa City's levy has bheen!
Jumped from 39 to 47 mills. Boone's
new levy ig 37 mills and Sioux City has
Just levied 40.4 mills, the latter an in-
crease of 2.2 mills over 1914,
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IOWA OPINIONS AND NOTES,

The Valley Junction Express re-
marks that “the great Iowa state fair
is again demonstrating the capacity of
Iowa soll to produce good crops under
wet weather conditions, as last year it
did the same for dry weather condi-
tions."

“At last,” sayvs the Sentinel at Towa
{ Falls, “the American people in all the
states are facing realities in the con-
| struction of permanent roads, and
;pushmg the work with <courageous
| common sense. They recognize the
| fact that a good road costs a good deal
i of money, and that it is useless to walt
for plans to shift the outlay upon
| somebody else. They are also con-
{vincad that well built highways are
{one of the best paying investments."

The Palladlum at Montezuma ex-
claims in surprice: “How many peo-
ple know that a descendant of John
Adams, the second president of
United States, conducts the largest
farm in lowa—eleven and one-half
sections, 7.380 acres? This splendid
body of land lles one mile south of

of
Q :' h‘»':t.“

| expectant attitude iwith
eye on the promise of their neighbor's;

The Des Moines
that “We have no quarrel
many nor the Germans. The Germans
respect us much more when we stand
up for our rights. They are the kind
of a people who would die to the last
man rather than surrender thelir own
richts. The last nation in the world
which might be expected to be influ-
enced
many
and do not appreciate a weakling.”|
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addition to the good things possessed
by Mason City,” says the Iowa City
Republican. “No secret society needs;
such a bullding, but Mason City does,|
and any other place would be glad to!
get it.”
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NEED NOT FEAR THESE MEN.

Times-Republican: When
one com to know the person-|
nel of ¢ Retter Roads Commission!
appointed by Governor Clarke he noj
longer needs to worry about their pre-
senting a bill to the legislature that|

Editor
es

{ would burden the people with taxation, !

or turn loose a flood of funds into the
hands of inexperienced men, or graft-
ers, to use in road building. D. W.
Norris has worked incessantly with-
out pay, and has given large sums ot:
money for ':.nld.ng good roads around}
Marshallt His ecanomical plan|
for .»ul-.mz hdvd surfaced roads iIs \unlll
known thruout the state John W.
Foster, Guthrie (‘vnter. has given
freely of his time and money in bu!ld-:
good roads out in Guthrie county|
as well as taking an active part in
gnnd roade meetings all over the state.|
The other members have always taken,
grea: interest and assisted In all mat-
road improvement, and ere im-
portant factors in the upkeep of their
ctive communities. The entire
1 are practical hard-headed busi-
ness men,

When this board gathers informa-
fon from other states that are build-
nf: permanent roads and state high-
way engineers, and perhaps from the
government, they will sift out a plan
for Iowa that the people may rest as-

r
ol

ters of
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and economical methods of road build-
wag ever introduced.

When a progressive farmer starts
out to nnko a first class improvement
vt ha roalivae it'~ eaing to
cost him a lot of monaey, but he knows
it will enhance the value of. his farm
as well as being a great convenience
for all time, \\’het‘wr he has the ready
cash or not it makes no difference. He
figures that If he needsg the improve-

w and
make his payvments in thz future. In
my m!x"nnm the solution of the good
he Jzured out
ng along the lines as that of
the progzressive farmer. Prentiss Ran-
Owasa, Sept, 1, 1915.
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A $500 BILL AND GOOD ROADS.

Times-Republican When
had the good fortune to
$5 bill I read on it “Se-

United Stateg bonds or other
security.” I showed this to a banker
and asked what the other security |
meant und T was informed that if a.
| currency board had passed favorably |
on such honds as municipal corporaton
or vn.xnt) then there could be issued
rertain times and under certain re-
strictions paper money.

Having read Mr. Allen’s idea as to
gzecuring money for good roads, I think
that if the county could Issue $500.000
in bonds and the United States issue
certificates against same it would be
a better way. There, of course, would
he no rakeoff to any bank or bankers
but so much the better,

If it was necessary inat iiey
to go thru a bank, why not make a
national bank? The county could form
itself into one. with the auditor, presi-
dent and the board of supervisors the
directors, etc,

The bonds could be made redeem-
able in three, five, eight and ten years.
No interest would be necessary and
we would have cash to bargain with
without mortgaging the future gener-
ations. Fred Jensen, Pocahontas.
Aug, 29, 1915.

On Talking Too Low,

*We Americans are of two kinds;
we either talk too loud or too low, par-
ticularly in public places. A European
famiiy will it down in public without

ling the necessity of putting a mute
on the volce and retiring as though
behind a wall. They are not noisy or
gay, they do not toot on tin horns, but
they say what they wish without low-
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CHICKBN EUGENICS.
[Shendandoah World.)
And now they are bhaving fried

More eugenics. When the common barn
yard autocrats are all dead and no
one is left but the featured Apollo who

meets all the requirements of the poul-!

try athletes, there will be no more
morning chorus of crows from rival

throats and a whole lot of classic Eng-,
lish poetry will have to be explained

to the rising generation. Let poor

Chanticleer alone so long 28 he doesn't|

scratch up
These

his neighbor's
eugenists are almost as great

| bores as the germ alarmists.

MEN WHO SUCCEED.
[ Des Moines Iiegister.]
It should be remembered when the

Kuehnle are up for consideration that
whatever possessions either gentleman
may have were. gained in productive
enterprises, and by hard work. They
have neither of them sat pack in an
a calculating

accumulations. Nor is it to be over-
looked that what young aggressive
men, with faith in themselves and 1n
Iowa, have done In their own interest
they might,
city, do for the stale. It is not a bad
sign in these days that a prospective
candidate for governor has made
success of his own business,

AUTOMOBILES ON STREETS.
[Grundy Republican.]

A Des Moines judge holds the city
ordinance down there regulating
length of time an auto can be
standing on the
We don't know
out but if the

how the case will come
early man can block a
with his auto because
he happens to work down town, then
the next fellow can leave his car in the
middie of the street, for it is manifest-
ly unfair to say that one line-up of
autos along the curb is legal while the
second row of autos would be illezal.
An auto has no more right to remain
standing all day in a busy city
than has a merchant the right to move
his store out into the street and do
business there,

THE RURAL ROUTES.
[Central City News-Letter.]
rr“ writers have expressed thelr
that the doing away
of the rural mail routes
lengthening others is a good thing as
serves
people. To do this it is the intention
of the postoffice department to force
into the service automobiles and com-
pel the mail carriers to use cars in-
stead of horses. That talks good for
this time of the year, but in Iowa
especially the poor mail carrier who
will have no other way to go except
with an automobile when the snow is
three feet deep or the mud hub deep
will deserve pity. The postmaster
general's ideas are in advance of the
times. The time may be coming when
cars can be run successfully and he
depended on the year around but not
yet.

A

opir

EVERYBODY WANTS A CINCH.
1 Sioux City Tribune.]

It is conservatively estimated that

2,000,000 Germans have been either
killed or permanently infured. In both
France and Germany all males be-
tween 17 and 45 have been called to
the colors. Italy has just called her
second line reserves—men from 30 to
39 years old, to the colors. Austria is
bled white. Belgium is wiped out.
Where are the European factories go-
Ing to get their miiiions of skilled
war to manufac-
ture those products which high tarift
advocates in this country fear will
flood the United States? Where will
there be a Eurcpean industrial plant
after the war that will not be
thoroughly disorganized, sFort of ex-
perienced workmen, short of capital,
subjected to high taxation and crippled
in other ways?

If American manufacturers can not
face such a situation with courage and
without being given a subsidy, it is
time that manufacturing be abandoned
in the United States for something
which can be done.

HORSETHIEVES IN IOWA,
[Burlington Hawkeye.]

The way of the horsethief is hard
in Iowa and the man who believes that
lifting horses in Iowa is a short cut to
prosperity has another guess coming.
Two fellows stole a fine team at Belle
Plaine one evening recently and were
arrested at Grinnell the next morning.
If the machinery works as well all the
way thru., they will be in the peni-
tentiary before the close of the month
and there may discover that there
is no short cut to wealth, no get-rich-
quick schemes, and no easy money.
The brief possession of that team will
mean for them sufficient work, for
which they could have purchased sev-
eral fine teams, etc. That is if it were
the kind of work that pays. Such fel-
lows are not to be pitied, only in so
{far as their lack of common sense
I makes them objects of pity. Nor Is it
{llkely that there will be much pity
wasted upon them. If they take their
medicine like men, however, and come
out reformed and determined to lead
honest lives, there will be no lack of
sympathy and help for them. The
world is very good, and is always more
ready to help the man who has been
down and out than the other who has
always walked the straight path. As a
rule the latter does not need it

LONG TERM LEASES,
[Waterloo Courier.]

A native of Wwaies wno is now a citi-
zen of Waterloo is credited with having
made the statement that the renters
of Welesh farms are more desirable
than the majority of renters in Iowa
because, as a rule, they remain on
the rented farm a lifetime and pay all

ithe taxes altho the owners pay tithes

to the established church of England.

How much more could be produced
from Iowa land rented on terms requir-
ing a lease of more than one year, Five
years is perscribed by agricuitural ex-
perts ag the time in which land will
beneflt most by scientific rotation of
such crops as wheat, oats, corn, clover
and alfalfa, bui under existing condi-
tions the lease calls for but one year
at the end of which time the renter
often moves to seex a {aria for which
he may pay iess rent.

An agrecment whereby the owner
and renter would be able to work to-
gether to build up instead of to rob
the soil as is now being done on many
farms thruout the country under the
short term lease, would give the renter
bigger crops and would increase the
value of the properly. Some day the
owners and the renters will take the
land into.co; a third party

chicken day to eat up the roosters.|

garden. |

fortunes of Wilbur Marsh and Carl!

in a representative capa-'

ai

the :
left
streets to be illegal. !

street !
| and

with |
and |

|

]

more |
{

GERMANS NOW SAID TO PLAN

NEW BLACK

OFFENSIVE

.

®

I

\

i

% %
‘i""--' W7y P

o
I
R,

T

SCALE OF MILES

GERMANS' NEW OFFENSIVE

Dispatches from Berlin for some,
time past have Intimated that the next;
move of the Austriaxr and German ar-
mies in the east, after clearing Poland
establishing a strong defensive
lire as far as the Baltic, would be to
{ turn south and drive thru the southern
"»r svinces of Russia to the Black Sea.
Reports have come from Berlin that
the Russians already were preparing
to evacuate these provinces, The re-
sumption of the offensive on the line
of the Zlota Lipa and the Dniester,

after a lull of more than a month in-|

dicates that this plan has become a se-
rious possibility. It is considered to
be at least as practicable as an at-
tempt to capture Petrograd, and of
much greater strategic and political
value. It would not only nullify to a
great extent the capture of Constantin-
ople by the allles, or, in case the Dar-

the sooner that day comes the quicker
will the farms in the corn belt increase
in actual value.

REGULATENG FIRE INSURANCE.
[Grinnell Register.]

For a bunch of easy marks com-
mend us to the late legislature. This
walil of woe is called forth by the fact
that we have just had an insurance
policy expire and find that, thru the
paternal care of the late general as-
sembly the rates have been raised from
$10 a thousand to $13.50.

Wanting a little company in our mis-
ery we started down the street and
listened to the tale of woe of others.
Here are a few sample raises.

Variety store, $9 to $14.48.
$9 to $11.50. .

Clothing, $8.50 and $9 to $14,

Jewelry, $9 to $14.

Druzs, $9 to §15.

Shoes, $9 to $13.40.

Pestaurant, $3 to $15.70.

Dwelling house, filve years,
$15.

And =0 on all over the business part
of Grinnell

Asking the cause for this bolt out
of a blue sky we find that the legis-
lature, with a keen sense of the dan-
gers of the competitive system, passed
a law that the insurance companies
should no longer be allowed to compete
with one another by lowering rates but
must charge the rates fixed by a “‘rat-
ing bureau.” Mind you the rating bu-
reau is nui a siats hut a neivate insti-
tution. Any Insurance company can
take the rate of any rating company,
making any rates they choose. Of
course the companles wlll get together
and take the same rates. In fact, there
is but one rating bureau in Iowa and
there probably will be no other. This
was established years ago but the in-
surance companies, competing for bus-
iness have been writing insurance for
about 60 per cent of the rating bureau's
rate. Now they must write at their
adopted rate or pay the state a fine of
from $100 to $1,000 for each policy
which thev write below that rate,

So, on the start, the Insurance com-
panies may adopt any rates they please,
and the law of Jowa is the policeman
to make them keep up to those rates.

What redress is there if these rates
are exorbitant and unjust? The
stale commissioner of insurance has
the power to examine the rates and to
say what rates are unjust and what is
a proper rate. But, of course there is a
but, the commissioner’s deciglon is sub-
ject to “summary court review,” by a
court of competent jurisdiction. And
note this. the state of Jowa assumes
that the insurance rating bureau's rate
is more apt to be just than its own and
allows that to stand until the case has
dragged its weary way thru a dozen
courts, This scrap of comfort |Iis
thrown to the Insured. After this legal
Aclay whish mav not ha over five
years, the insurance companles, if the
final decision is in favor of the Insured,
are to return the overcharge. Many
people have a vivid recollection of how
a similar law worked in freight rates.

Can a business man avoid the raise
in rates by insuring in a mutuai com-
pany? This i« neatly headed off by
our Ydeneficient legisiature. Only
mutual insurance companies insuring
churches, school houses, dwellings and
farm property are exempt from the
provisions of this law.

But what is to prevent companies
outside of the combine from coming
in and putting in a lower rate? Our
beneficient legislature carefully looked
after this point. “Every rating bureau
engags® :n making rates or estimates
for rates for insurance on property in
this state shall inspect every rate spe-
cifically rated by it upon a schedule,
ete.” A littie study of this article will
show that it gives the present rating
bureau a practical monopoly, for it has
taken them years to get thelr ratings
thru the state.

How is it working?

Register has been In its present loca
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danelles should hold out until Odessa
'is reached, would open a channel for
relief and re-enforcement and partic-
ularly ammunition, which the Turks
urgently need. It would also probably
definitely settle the possibility of Rou-
mania entering the war on the side of
the allies by cutting her off from Rus-
sia. Incidentally, there have been re-
ports of a massing of Austrian troops
opposite the Serbian frontier, on the
Danube, at the western extreme of
Roumania’'s boundaries. The distance
to be covered by such an offensive
would be fully twice as great as that
covered in the great Austro-German
drive east from Cracow, which In May
and June cleared Galicia of the Rus-
sians, but the territory to be traversed
is, but for one range of mountains, not
particularly difficult. The heavy line
shows the present approximate battle
front.

—————

line insurance company apparently
which was not anxious to write the
risk at this old rate. Now the same
companies are not allowed to ask less
than $13.50 per thousand of insurance.

Now we would not have the slight-
est objections to the state of lowa try-
ing experiments in ° socialism {f it
would only make the newspapers, in-
stead of the big Insurance companies,
the beneficiaries, The only shadow of
an excusa that we have heard for the
new law is that it protects the Iowa
insurance companies from cutthroat
competition; but there is no business
on earth suffering more from cutthroat
competition than the printing business
in Jowa. A firm at Mason City has just
failed because of charging too low
prices. Yet we have something which
corresponds to a rating bureau, and
that Is a lot of experts who are figur-
ing out the actual cost of job printing.
There ia not one job In ten which is
turned out in Grinnell which is charged
for as high as the cost would be fig-
ured by printing experts. If the state
of Iowa will pass a lJaw preventing us
from charging less than actual cost as
figured by our experts we will cheer-
fully pay the advanced rates for insur-
ance. Until then—protest that it is
the helght of injustice for the Iowa
state legislature to take $25 a Yyear
from the purse of the Grinnell Register
and add it to the surplus of the biF
insurance companies. We believe that
the Towa newspapers are as necessary
to the state as the Iowa insurance
companies. We presume that otner
business men will think the same way
about their own business.

But to show the deliclous absurdity
in which the state legislature is in-
volved: If we newspaper men get to-
gether and establish rates to protect
ourselves against cutthroat competiti.n
the legislature says that we have com-
mitted a crime punishable with three
vears In the penitentiary. In other
words the state is doing for the iIn-
surance companies what it is a crime
for us to do for ourselves.

LORD READING NAMED
AS BRITISH FINANCIAL
ENVOY TO AMERICA

Altho the names of the Brmnhu—
wovs to be sent to America by Great
Britain to adjust the Ananciai relations
of the two countries were withheld for
a tfme by London, it whs asserted that
Lord Reading, lord chiet ’n.uu, wo




