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MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA; SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 1916

FREE H HAND GIVEN FUNSION

INI[] MEXIB[I
BY SUNDAY

Plans Perfected For Dis-
patch of Large Forces
in Quest of Villa.

FUNSTON SUPREME
‘ ALONG BORDER

Given Full Powers to Send as Many

Boldiers as He Needs and to Conduot.

Campaign ~ Strict Secrecy to Be'
Maintained as to Troop Movements
After They Cross Border— No Ob-
joction Expected on Part of Carranza,

- Waiﬂnﬂon. March 11.—Instructions
qonvoyln; full authority to General
Funston to dispatch & defensive ex-

)odlthn into Mexico In pursuit of Villa'

and his bandits are today in General
Funston's hands. Secretary Baker an-
nounced that full discretion as to the
" number of men to be used and the
route to be followed had b,en left with
General Funston.
Strict Secrecy Maintained.
The strictest secrecy was being ob-
served by war department officials to-
day rexarding the army’s plan for the
capture of the Villa bandits.

This is in accordance with the earn-
est Mllvlt of Geners! Funston,.the ob-
Ject te prevent Villa learning of
. the sxpedition.

It was made plain that the expedition

fhb‘ﬁ’ 2 punitive measure for the

+of cutlaws and that ‘as
the forces of the de facto gov-
-of Mexico yere in contrel of

\

D "t&n he would not object.
o p Arredondo, Carranza’s ambas-
sador here, has indicated that his chiet
wodd not oppose the move.
embers of congress without regard
Bpprove the step, the only dif-
m zoplnlon being on the part of
publicans, who favor even
tensive operations than those
m:. On both sides of the capitol
' ‘the disposition apparently is to allow
the; président to handle the situation
ﬂr the present.
To Grant Carranza’s Request.
While American troops are prepar-
m to move across the Mexican border,
~ ‘General Carranza In an official com-
* ‘miunication, - delivered thru Consul.
/8iiiman, has asked the United States
'" for permission to send his troops into
“American territory if necessary in pur-
sult of outlaws.
|Administration officlals urged Gen-
'oﬁl Carranza’s proposals as favorable. |
It seems to indicate that he will not
protest against American troops on
Mexican apii; as has been feared.
3 > such a reciprocal ar-
u'lmmt probably would never tesuit
Y single Carranza soldier crossing

’ m llne. as the possibility. of bandits |

tqklu refuge in American territdry is
dered remote. '
: X is realized that such an arrange-
’mt. however, would go far to satisfy
emiienss ana peiasit him $o :33;.‘!}'
wltb popular sentiment in Mexlco.
There was no indication early today
hnw t!u proposal would be received.
A Troops Moving by Night.
to noon today no American
lcnuny had croued so far as is

1-

t's  report gave his forcs. as
0 “thab is belleved to include
! in his territory. a5
“his movement southeast It was
. threatened attack on the
Mormon colony at Casas
has passed for the present.
Many &n to Volunteer,
=e Asnartment was. Anluged
ﬁﬁh tel_unms from individuals and
tlons offering their service as
teers. There was at present,
y Baker, said, no need of sum-
volunteeu to the colors.
Baker sald he had mo an-
ant 0 meke  as v - wheiner
-Funston would lead the ex-
N force.
ointed out that several par-
der different leaders might be
s points on the border,
upston today confirmed the
lo Lopez, General Villa's
pp and also the report
commanded the bandits)
d nurly a score o( Amer-
a Ysabel,
te Aid in Hunt,

.~},~, 4

10N

aquadron. now at. San Antonio be em-
ployed fully in connectlon with  the
pursuit of the’ Villa bandits.
‘Senator Smoot, of Utah, received a
telegram today from Mormon leaders,
urging him to Iimpress upon the war
department the danger of the colony at
Casas Grandes. The war department
assured Senator Smaot everything pos-
sible would be done to protect them.
Pershing to Lead. Expedition.

No definite announcement was made
at the war department hut it was un-
derstood that Brigadier General Per-
shing will command the principal col-
umn of American troops in pursuit of
Vilia, General Funston retaining com-
mand of the general operations, which,
it is expected, will involve the use of
three or more columns.

Two More Americans Missing.

The state ~department's announced
receipts of telegraphic advice from cus-
tom officials, reporting that two addi-
tional Americans are missing from a
ranch, raided on March 9, near Nim-
bers, and about eight miles west of
Columbus,

The raid Is not sifficlently Identified
to show whether it has been previousty
reported. The department announced
it was not safe for Americans to go to
the isthmus of Tehuantepec.

General Carranga's note will be an-
swered after it has been lald before
President ‘Wilson.. The reply of the
United States probably will say to
General Carranza that his suggestion
wili be considered If at any time it be-
comes necessary for his troops to pur-
sue bandits into American territory
thru lack of a sufficient numbet of
! American troops to do the work.

Representative Aswell, of Louislana,
refrained, at the speaker's suggestion,
from presenting a resolution calling for
a reward for Villa dead or allve.

FUNOTOP\J N{)T TO TAKE FIELD.

Expedition Will Be in Command of
Brigadier General, Unnamed.

San Antonio, Tex., March 11.—
Major General Frederick Funstom an-
nounced today that while he will have
direction of military affairs along the
border the expedition into®*Mexico will
|be In charge of a brigadier general,
whose name, he said, would, be given
out at Washingtor

Organization of the expedition will
not be completed for two or three
days, the general sald, as troops from
other army divisions than the southern
will be added. The general was
silent as to the size of the expedition
and points of um-y into Mexico.

The ful! aero squadron here will ac-
company the sxpedition. .
LG,

mu ‘atdject to luuvllhlp. the
“Westetn Union - ‘!'o!emph “Company
nnaonneod here today. " English or
| Spanish must be used when messages
Iaro routed by way of ElL Pno. it was

stated.

RAILROAD EMPLOYES'
UNITED IN DEMAND

- A !
Ninety-Eight Per Cont Vote in Favor
of Demanding Eight Hour Day and
Time and  a Half For Over-
time. 3 P X

Chicago, *March 11.—It was unoffi-
cinlly-reported today that 98 per cent
of the locomotlve engineers, firemen,
conductors and trainmen employed on
all railroads of ¢ne couniry had voted
in favor of demanding an eight hour
day with time and a half for over-
‘time.+ The tabulation of the referen-
dum vote of the men was completed
here today and the chiefs of the four
brotherhoods of rallway train service
employes who have been In session
. here adjourned,

Warren 8. Stone, grand chiet of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers,
sald no detailed’ figures on the retull
of the voto would be given out,

MEX
Owner With Family and
ds Night in Brush.

Columbus, N. M., March 11—Eighteen
mounted Mexicans are reported as
having raided the home of Henry B.
.| Blankenship, ‘a section - foreman at
Malpias, eighteen mijies. east of Colum-
bus. The family, ineluding two small
children, escaped thru the rear door
and ‘crowlgd-to cover in the darkness
where theéy lay in the brush most of
‘the cold ﬂlch&.

Train No. § arriving at daylight, ‘was
flagged, %d “the family m taken to
F1 Paso.

The uqold ‘§o said to. hvo pum
south into Mexico.

Mrs. J. J. Moore, ‘woun ln the
rald on Columbun. Thursday, was re-

st stl aan -

ported as D.lll' in W sese- -QM\--. —y
dition. Her' wounds uﬁ mot thought
to.be fatal, ) -
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MEXICANS ASK
JOINT AGTION

to fend Troops Over
. American Border.

INCURSIONS BY
INDIANS RECALLED

Desires Right to Send ‘Government 8ol-
diers Over Boundary Line\n Pursuit
of Bandits—Indicated That American
Troops Will Be Free to Enter Mexi-
can Domain to Seek Villa—Carranza
Anxious to Exterminate” Rebel.

Washington, March 11, — General
Carranza, thru Consul Silliman, has
asked:the American government for
permission to send Mexican troops
across the border and into the United
States in pursuit of bandits.

Consgul Silliman transmitted the fol-
lowing communication dated at Guad-
alajara, March 10, which ‘was handed
to him by Jesus Acuna, Carranza’'s
minister for foreign-affairs. It is a
reply to the American government's

representations for permissian to pur-
sue the Villa bandits with American
forces.

‘In due reply to your courteous note
dated yesterday and transmitted today
thru Mr. John W. Belt (Silliman’s sec-
retary), I have the honor to inform
vou that having brought the "above
note to the attention of the first chiet
of the constitutional army, he has. di-
rected me to say to you to the end that
you may in turn transmit it to the de-
partment of state of the American gov-
ernment, that he learned with regret
of the lamentable incident which oc-
curred in the town of Columbus, N.
M, on aoccount of the assault it suf-
fered yutonhy from l.ln led

“altho- theve - %
Moﬁt mamber of. m‘ui ‘the state ot
Chihuahua to establish order and af-
"ford protection to natfonals.and for-]
eigners, ever since Villa ap-
peared in tNe mountains of the above
named state, at the request of ti*e gov-
ernor of the state and of the constitu-
tionalist consul in El Paso, Tex., the
first chief ordered: the timely: depart-
ure of 2600 men, commanded by Gen.
Luls Gutierrez, with inatructions to
actively /pursue ‘the bandits who had
just crossed the line to American, ter-
ritory, which they undoubtedly dia,
cofmpelled by the pursuu ot the above
mentioned forces.
Ancient History Is Roenllod

“The above lamentable incident is
similar to the Incursions made into
the states of Sonora and Chihuahua
by Indians from the reservations of the
government of the United States. In-
cursions into the wstate of ‘Sonora oc-
curred more or l!ess about the year
1880, when Geronimo, the Indian chief,
who died nhot many years ago, led a
numerous horde and invaded a part of
the north of the state of Sonora, com-
mitting many murders, and until, af-
ter a long chase by American and
Mexican forces, the band was cap-
tured. ;

“The incursion into Chihpyahua, led
by the Indian chief Victoris, command-
ing about 800 Indians, took place be-
tween the years 1884 and 1888. Then
the bands of maurauders committed
also many crimes, went into the coun=
try near the capital of Chihuahux and
during the first formal encounter be-
tween them and Mexican forces, after
having lost their ehief, they were du-
persed,

Co-operation Is Dulnd.

“On these two cases, thru an aghee-
ntent, it was decided that the armed
forces of one or the other <country
might freely cross to the territory of
one or the other ‘in putsuit and for
the purpose of punishing/the bqnao of
maurauders. Recalling these incidents
and the good results for both: colin-
tries, 'the gevernment pruldod over, by
the first chief, anxlous to exterm

hordes led by. Francisco Villa, who has
been recently placed beyond
and to capture, resorts to you as cons:
fidential agent and requests the per-
mission of the United States for Mex-
jcan forces to tross into American ter-
ritory-if the incursion which took

in Columbus; should unfortunately 'be
repeated inlany: oﬂm pm of. m Mex-
ican Hne: . o

+ “Please’| -necopu llr..
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Iowa GM Ready
‘ For Service Within
lfqorty_-E)ght Hours

1)

Des Molnes, *oh 11. — Three
thousand five h red members of
the Towa Natip Guard could be
assembled ready for instant ser-
vice on forty-elght hours' notice, ac-
cording to a statement today by
Adjutant General Logan. General
Iogan added that since the situ-
ation in Mexico became tense he
has recelved hundreds of letters
from former members of the state
guard offering their service if the
guard is mobilized. The general's
statement said:

“We have approximately 3,500
the guard and
probably half as many more for-
mer members who would volunteer
for service. We have equipment
sufficlent for this latter group.

“The Jowa guard is dilvided as

THOUPS EAGER
T0 HONT VILLA

Soldiers Welcome News
That They Are to In-
vade Mexico.

VILLISTA SPIES
UNDER ARREST

Suspected Mexicans Taken Into Cus-
tody at Columbus—Sentry Kills One
Who Refused to Obey Command to
Halt — Villa Lieutenant Dies of
Wounds Received During Attack on
Columbus.

——— —

Columbus, N. M,, March 11.—The ar-

follows:

“Three regiments of Iinfantry,
four troops of cavalry, three bat-
teries of field artillery, and an en-
gineer, ambulanc¢e and fie'ld hospi-
tal corps.

“The guard has a large supply
of ammunition.”

PORTUGAL TO FORM

NEW GOVERNMENT I

Cabinet Resigns to Give Place to Na-

tional Defense Ministry—Seizure of tically every case circulated reports of y,q.0 to the Sunday school of the Des

German Merchantmen Was at Re-
quest of Great Britain.

Lisbon, 'Portugal, March 11. — The’

Portuguese cabinet has resigned .to

glve place to e national defense gov-
ernment government, which {s now be-
ing formed.

In parliament yesterday, Dr. Augusto
Soares, foreign minister of the retiring
cabinet, read the notes exchanged be-
tween Germany and Portugal, and aiso
a note from Great Britain to the
Portuguese gaurnmenx. in view of the
alliance between those nations to seize
German ships in Portuguese ports.

g‘mqun!uy Pprevalls thruomt -

‘Leaders of'all the opposition groups

have offered t
“the“preal-

“Beh Germ mer
ohanfmon .Wax thd immediate. cause of
Ge ‘declaration of.war. it hag
{not besn known hitherto that: Portugal
seized German vessels at the request of
Great Britain.]

BENSON FOR PRESIDENCY.

New York Man to Head National So-
cialist Ticket.

t+Chicagp, March..11.—Allan: L. Ben-
son, of ¥onkers, N. Y., has been chosen
as the candidate for president of the
soclalist party by a referendum vote.
George R. Kirkpatrick, of New York,
won for vice president.

Victor Berger, of Milwaukee, and
Maurice Hillquist, of New York, were
chosen members of the executive com-
inittee,

The result of the vote was announced
here today by the officers of the so-
clalist national committee.

HENRY GASSAWAY
DAVIS IS DEAD

Formerly Senator From West Virginia
and Vice Presidential Candidate on

Was 93 Years Old,

‘Washington, March 11. — Former
United States Senator Henry Gassa-

way Davig, of West Virginia, vice)

presidential cdndidate on the Parker’

democratic ticket In 1904, died here to-
day after a brief |llness, He was 93
years old.

'rhe recent ilinens- of Mr. Davis,
er senator from West Virginia and
emocrnlr candldate for the vice
vesidency in 1904, reecalled to the na-
n's attention a plctumqne and in-
ureutlng figure. ‘His némination by
@ St. Louis convention &8 rumning

te for Alton B, Parker toc
twy hy -umm for he .

of tha senate for M-ono iuu

‘was 81 years oid, |
No, 16, 1828, lau !umor
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;belmr Villa
{among clvillans here today with the |
| preparations of the military forces for
{ the pursuit of Franclsco Villa and his
E bandits.
'cers and men, in their preparatory ac-
| tivities, displayed an eagerness for the |
lreceipt of the order that would start

the.

upport_ the govern-:

were ‘mﬂ P

rest of several Mexicans suspected of
sples divided

The American soldiers, offi-

{City News:

interest |
| Women May Vote on Tax lasue.

T.-R. BULLETIN.
NEWS OF THE DAY

The Weathen
Sun rises March 12 at 6:16; sets at 8:04
Iowa~—Falr tonight and  probably
Sunday; warmer tonight and in south-
east portion Sunday.

PAGE ONE.
Telegraphic News:
Funston in snpnmo Command on
Border,
Troops to Move by Sunday,
Pershing to Be in Command.
Troops Eager For Campalgn,
Carranza Asks Joint Action.
French Believe Verdun Battle Won,
Fighting Dwindling in Intensity,
PAGES TWO, FOUR AND FIVE.
lowa News:
Candidates Galore.
Big Drainage Contracts Let,
Sight of Money Makes Man & Crook.
Basketball Preliminaries.
Stevons Returns to Party,
Coal to Be Higher,
PAGE SIX.
Editorial:
A Satlsfactory Order.
A Welcome Carpetbagger.
Who Shall Vote and Why,
Toplcs and Iowa Opinion,
PAGES SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE, TEN,
~ ELEVEN.

School Election Monday,

Want 310,000 For Soldlers’ Monu-
ment.

Two Near Asphyxiation,

them in Mexico.

Despite the nervousness
{civilians et prevailed in the border;
dlstrict during the night and in prac--

among | |

the appearance of hostile Mexicans
{ were shown to be unfounded.
| Sentry Kills Mexican.

Early in the night a Mexican re-
fused to obey the command of an|
American sentry to halt,
can was killed.

Scouts brought in reports that lel

was at Boca Grande, twenty-five miles |
southwest of here. Other advices

ranza troops had reached Palomas,
supposedly to assist in the pursuit of |
Villa.

Among the Mexicans ‘urre-led for
spying was Pablo Gonzales. When
taken he wore overalls over a military
uniform.

Livil authorities continued plans to
bring charges of murder against cap-
tured Mexicans in connection with the
rald on Columbus Thursday.

Captain Pablo Garcla, the wounded
Vﬂh. officer, dled here toda: v—

CiyjL authoritles had include rela
.Anicm( the Mexicans \;qz whom
" they planned to file chal‘uel of murder
as a-résult-of-the Calumbus raid.

MORMON éOLONY MENACED.

IE.oapo to United States May Be Cut

Off By Villa. ~

{ Kl Paso, Tex., March 11.—The posi-

" tion of the 500'members of the Mormon
colony in the Casas Grandes district,
“‘Chihuahua, 158 miles from El Paso,
critical as it was-in the first place,
has been further menaced by the
presence of Villa with a band of 300
followers at La Ascenclon, close to the
railrond over which they must travel
to the safety of the American frontier.

Carranza guards from Chihuahua
("ity were expected
trainload of refugees due to leave
Casas Granges for the north today.

The natural covers of the land near
La Ascencion however, afford protec-
tion should Villa '\tmck the train,

In E! Paso hope ‘for the escape of
the Mormons is based largely on the
unverified rumor that Villa Is short of
| ammunition. Altho 300 men are re-
ported to be with him at La Ascencion,
Villa still has a force of 2,000 in that
region.

Awaiting Escort.
The traln which was to carry out the

904 Mormons from their colony near Casas |
Parker Demoscratio~Tioket in 1 Grandes has not started and will not |

start until a sufficlent escort arrives
'from Chihuahua City, agcording to
General Gavira, commundam at Jua-
rez.

When the escort may arrlye he does
not know. Meantime, it is belloved,
Villa is near Ascension within easy
striking distance of the rallway over
which the refugees must pass.

General Gavira received word today
that General Gutierrez, in command ai
@hihuahua City, disposed forces of
from 300 to 900 men each at San
Geronimo, Santa Clara and Laguna, in
order to block Villa's passage at those
points, reserving & moblle force of 500
from which the escort for the Mormon
traln will be taken.

General Bertina is holding his force
intact neer Palomas as it Is not large
enough to risk division. He will pro-
tect American Interests there.

Enlist Trained Volunteers.
" Chicago, March 11.—Following a pro-
posal made to the Training Camp As-

sociation imst night that a volunteer

regiment he onllstod thru the effort of
those who took part In the training
camp at Fort Sheridan last year, and
that the regiment be offered to Presi-

dent Wilson in the event of need of
more traans QOmt the Mexican situa-
toin, & recrulting station was opened
tpday In & downtown hotel,  Enroll-
ment blanks ;are available for those

who wish to join the regiment.

Tuopo Ordered to Border,
Sturgls, 8. D, March 11.—The third
squadron, troopa I, K, L, and M,
Twelfth cavalry, stationed at this point,
have recelved orders to prepare 1o leave
for the Mexjican border on & moment's
notice.

VIALLACE WILL PROBATED.

Private. Property Divided Im
Three Song and Two Da
Des Moinas;
L Uncle” Henry Waiiace, inie pubiisher
of Wallace's Farmer, was filed. for pro-
bate ‘today. After distributing hia pri-
\‘.w roperty Among tarep =ON8 0N
wits | (w csa«n. ‘the will mnuuglh‘tag
lo'

upm

l815 000 for benevolent work in which

The Mexi- , said:

policy
stated that a large number of C“r'!‘ero'ﬂ.u of the family.”

to accompany a |

~March 11,~The will' ot‘

ono ot llr, Wﬂhu‘-

First Employes’ Claim Filed. |
Local Comment, .
PAGE TWELVE.

Markets and General:
Wheat Surplus Causes Decline,
Signs of Export Business Lift Corn.
Cattle Steady.
Hogs Weak and § Cents Lower,
Big Job to Pick Keynote Orator.

i Moines First Presbyterian church, and

Mr. Wallace was Interested.
The closing paragraph of the will
contained a message to the family. It

‘Keep elcan in speech, clear in mind,
vigorous in body and God will bless
!you. Any serlous departure from this
will be failure to the best In-

The value of the estate was not made
| public.

AMERICANS ON SHIP
SUNK UNWARNED

Norwegian Steamer S8ilius Attacked
and Destroyed by Submarine as Yet
UnidomlM—Nono d Amnhqu
Sailors Lost.

Parls, ll.wl 11~Seven of the crew
of the Norweglan bark* Sittus' which
was torpedoed and sunk March § were
Americans. The Bilfus left New: York
Feb. 4 for Havre,

The Petit Parisien says that one of
the Americans on the Sillus was In-
jured serlously and was taken to the
Pasteur hospital. He 18 John Hart-
mann 18 years old.

All Are Rescued.

Washington, March 11. —«Consul Os-
borne at Havre reported today that
when the Norwegian bark Sillus from
New York to Havre, was torpedoed
without warning in Havro roads on the
night of March 9, seven Americans
aboard were rescued.

The loss of the Sililus was first re-
ported last night from London. Three
members of the crew were reported
lost.

State department officials seemed In-
clined to view the attack on the Sillus
as a serious affair.

So far dispatches to the state depart-
ment simply have sald the vessel was
torpedoed without warning. No men-
tion was made of the natlonality of the
submarine and there was nothing to
indicate whether the vessel was de - |
stroved by a torpedo orfrom striking & |
mine,

If she was torpedoed sueh attack was
contrary to the assurances the United
States has secured from the central
powers,

Secretary Lansing sald no action
would be taken until the state dgpart-
meni had fuil inds -.......R::' »

Americans Members of Crew.

New York, March 11.—There were
only four Americans aboard the Sllius,
according to agents of the line here,
and they were members of the crew,
She carriad no passengers,

The Americans were David Sherman,
of Bedford, Mass,; John Wargman, ol
Philadelphia; Danle!l Norah, of Con-
necticut, and Henry Monahan, of Bos-
ton,

The bark., which was commanded by
(‘apt. A. B, Syversten, salled from New
York Feb. 4, for Havre, with a cargo of
2,200 tons of barley nhlpped from San
Francisco. L

The local agents said the 8illus' crew
numbered seventeen men.

———

MEETES FORT DODGE.

Eagle Grove and Boone Fall in Semi-
Finals at Ames Tourney.
Special to Times-Republican.

Ames, March 11.-—~In the first game
af tha seml-finals of the Ames district
of the state interschoiusiic Tmskeibaii
tourney this morning, Fort Dodge de-
feated Boone, 17 to 12. Palge was the
Fort Dodge star. Boone fell down on
hitting baskets.

In the second game of the semi-
finals, Algona defeated Hagle Grove, 16
to 6. The finals, between Algona and
Fort Dodge, will be played at 8 o'clock
this afternoon. ;

FOLLOWS WIFE IN DEATH.

Double Funeral to Be Held For Aged
Des Moinas Couple..

Des Moines, March 11.—When Mrs,
T.oaf G, 'Nelson, §6 years oid, died m
Feb. 29, her husband, §8 years oid, who
has been an invaiid lor Feais, ©x-
presssd the h ﬂllt he might dle and
‘be burled v wite,

Telt nis death” m-r.tnjl nqvnwu
that burial g )

| of fire from the French,

PARIS BELIEVES .
BATTLE IS ENDED

Latest German Attacks Confined te
Smail Gectors on Both Sides of
Meuse—S8evere Struggle For Possess

~-slon of Vaux Still in PNMN.
mans May Be Resting Before Mlldﬁ.

Third Drive Against Great Fortress,

_—

The second great effort in
Verdun drive apparently is nur::
ita close. The latest German at-
tacks have been directed at com-~
paratively small sections of the
front east and west of the Meuse,
Mllitary opinion: in France is that
the great battle is at an end,

The German admiralty an-
nounces that on Thursday Ger
man sea planes succeaafully bom-
barded a squadron of one Russian
warship and five destroyers in the
Black sea.

The Portuguese cabinet has re-
algned to give place to a national
defense cabinet empowered to take
all measures necessitated by Gers
many’s declaration of war,

'

STILL ATTACKING VAUX,
Germans Fighting Violently In
Effort to Capture Fort.

Paris, March 11.—There is still
violent fighting for the possession
for the fort at Vaux, according to
announoement of the Frencn oXice
this afternoon.

The Germans have made proge
ress along the slopes leading to

| this position, but they have not yet
reached the barbed wire antangle~
ments in front of the forta,

The battle of Verdun ia ' fast
dwindling In intensity. The Jer-
mans have in no way materially
Impaired the defense despite tha
violence of their onslaught.
Whether they will make another
big effort after a lull, as Aid the
other great offensives on the west-
ern front, can not be discerned at
present, but French mtlitary opin-
ion is inclined to bellieve the latter
will be the case,

On the weat bank of the Meuse, ﬂ\o
Germans, facing an effective curtain
have made no
further attempts on Bethincourt. They
contented themselves with winning
back, -at heavy cost, portions of Cors
beaux wood, which were wrested from
them on the preceding day. The de-
termined nature of the attack there in-
dicates the Germans ev menll\ intend,
it possible, to drive thru Cumieres
wood to the village of “umh-rﬂs and
get in between Dead Man and Goose
Hills. This they nearly succceded in
doing on Wednoesday.

Hills Key to Situation.

Once solidly established there, they
would be able to attack Goose Hill
| from two sides, as HIll No. 265, to the
east of Qoose Hill, Is already in theire
possession.

If Rathincourt was carried in the
meantime they would be able to re~
peat thls process agalnst Dead Man
Fui.,

Mghting to the east of the Meuse
at present is hardly as active ag it Is
west of the river, The ranks of the
Germans were depleted by vesterday's
heavy losses In the attacks between
Douawmont village and Haroumont and
on the village of Vaux, which were
cuy short by French fire before being
developed.

Airmen Attack Russian Ships,

London, March 11.—An ofticial Ger«
man communication, according to a
Central News Dispateh from Amster-
dam, says that on Thursday morning
German sea planes dropped bombs on
a Russian squadron of one battleship
and five destroyors and on several
Russian merchantships In the Black
son near Kall Akra cape, on the coast
of Bulgaria, about twenty-five miles
northeast of Varna. It was observed
that some of the destroyers were hit,
Despite heavy shelling from the Rus-
sian ships, the seaplanes returned
safely.

Germans Capture French Position,

Berlin, via London, March 11.-—<Caps
ture Of EFrench positions, 1sus varos
wide and about two-thirds of a miie
deep, near Rheims, was announced to-
day by the war office,

e

CRUSHED UNDER BALED HA\’..
John and h’“l Oo.ltl,d Near Hilhbon,

Fort llldllon. March \l ~The bod
of John and Luella Bell, brother
nister, aged 45 and 40 res
were found today, buried under uv&
eral tons of baled hay, which had'!
|to the first foor of their barw,

,the floor of the hay mow :
they had bees -x.sa.n. sinca laat | L
The two victims ‘are m

2 wealthe family residing on

1!

‘Nelson
nanl




