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THE BIG CONVENTION. 
With all the apparent enthusiasm 

in the first meetings of the delegates 
to the Chicago convention the fact re
mains that the situation is ticklish. 
But opposing leaders are scarcely as far 
apart now as they were in 1912. The old 
leadership has lost much of its arro
gance however and the later leader
ship somewhat of animosity. But at 
best it is a critical situation and one 
that calls for wisdom, judgment and 
forebearance from all the elements 
that constitute it or that belong with 
it. 

The party progressives are for Theo
dore Roosevelt first but not last and all 

When the west parades it will be with 
a big purpose. It favors prepared
ness. It Is for a sufficient navy and 
for military training and competent 
equipment. But it is not to1'))© carried 
off its feet by hysterical demonstra
tions or parades with sordid incentive. 

the time. But they are for a nominee 
representative of the principal demands j publicans with enthusiasm 

AN ANCHOR TO DEMOCRATIC HOPE. 
Indications this morning polntjo the appeal to them 

success of Harding in the primary. It 
is not likely that later returns will 

change the outlook. There Isn't much 
doubt that Mr. Harding Is the nomi
nee of the party. Morning reports show 
Cosson following and Allen in third 
place. 

A prominent Iowa democrat re
marked over the news: "I have heard 
the song of a little red school house on 
the hill and a saloon in every valley 
sung about the democrats all my life. 
Now the republicans can listen to it." 

It is a serious reversal of form when 
the republican party in Iowa must go 
into a campaign with a candidate for 
governor with the record of Mr. Hard
ing. A dry platform can not neutralize 
that indefensible record. The prospect 
of a wet candidate running on a dry 
platform is not one to inspire Iowa re-

or confl-
made upon the republican party which 
were ignored in the last campaign. 

dence in law enforcement. Lax en
forcement is the weasel way whereby 

That is the problem of the republican the wet interests hope to enter the pro-
convention; for republican success ; hibitory chicken coop. 

their ingenuity as well as their hands. 
No drifting with them, If they see an 
opportunity to Improve conditions by 
the purchase of a piece of nfiw ma
chinery, they buy it In a hurry and 
start It to earning more money for 
them. If they think they are not get
ting the proper returns from their 
acreage they dig down and unearth the 
cause and go to work promptly to 
remedy it. "Good enough" does not 

They want something 
better, and they get it simply because 
they have the will and the determina
tion to go after it. They are climbing 
the ladder every day, and they have 
already worked their way far up 
ward the top. 

to-
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depends mainly on the return to the 
fold of the voters who wandered away 
under the shepherding of Mr. Roose
velt four years ago. 

Roosevelt is as strong with the con-
of progressives now as he 

was then. They will listen to him and 
follow him as they did then, this 
referring to the delegates. If the nomi
nee is distasteful to the progressives 
they will turn to beat him. With
out much doubt Roosevelt is ready to 
run again if it is necessary to futher 
impress the lesson without much care 
how far he shall be beaten if he beats 
a republican nominee controlled by 
the forces which in the last campaign 
controlled the convention. 

The call is for compromise where-
oror compromise is possible without 
abandoning principle. It is quite likel> 
that Roosevelt will get out of the way, 
if he can not secure the nomination 
himself and favor a candidate an-
proved by himself and his progressive 
convention. But it is much more cer
tain that he will interpose between 
success and a candidate whom fealty to 
the past leadership of the party ren-

i ders obnoxious to himself and the men 
who voted for him four years ago. 

It is a ticklish convention. Much 
depends upon its good judgment, 
shrewdness and wisdom. To a very con
siderable degree it is leaderless. Per
haps it will develop a new leader. Per

haps it will choose party defeat with 
'the old leadership. 
' The convention should take charge 
: of the convention. The platform and 
j the candidate should be sufficiently 
! advanced and progressive to hold 

republican votes for the republican 
party while failing to drive away the 
rank and file that has moved up from 
standpatism to conservatism. There 
is a great need of a return to pov.-cr 
of a reorganized and reasonably har
monious republican party. The coun
try needs it. 

TWO VERY DIFFERENT PAARDES. 
The preparedness parade dwindles 

on this side the Mississippi. Great 
cities seem to be able to bring large 
bodies of marchers Into line, especially 
in the east where preparedness is an
other name for plenty of work at bet
ter wages than the factory hands of 
ihat section have ever known and for 
large profits and frequent dividends for 
those who capitalize and operate mu
nition factories and steel works. But 
out west the marchers fall to mater
ialize. In the principal city of Iowa It 
was possible by hard work to get 
about 4,000 people of all ages into line 
which is certainly not representative 
of any outburst of enthusiasm for 
compulsory military training and big 

standing armies. 
It would be interesting to watch 

those processions if recruiting officers 
stood at a given point soliciting enlist
ments in the army. New York marched 
magnificently; but the recruiting of
fices in that city do not seem to at
tract enlistments. That is true all 
over the east. The marchers in the 

Mr. Harding's nomination, 
seems certain, is apparently a reversal j 
of the attitude of Iowa republicanism! 
on the temperance question. It is a 
most embarrassing situation for the re
publican party and one which will 
strengthen democratic hope. 

Topics of the Times 

to nominate in the primary It takes 
over 50 per cent to elect. That's what 
folks call a contingency. 

» • • 

Governor Clarke has issued com
missions to twelve new cavalry officers. 
But the fight yesterday appears to 
have been won by the navy. 

» » • 

Well, the convention at Chicago will 
let us down easy from the strain of 
the primary. 

« • » 

Looks like we'd have to classify 
Villa with Charley Ross and let it go 
at that. 

Hughes has the biggest fleet on 
paper but you know what happens 
sometimes to big fleets in these days 
of subs and destroyers and Zeppelins. 

• • • 
Sometimes a nomination is less a 

matter of gratulation than worry. 
Witness Dr. Waite's nomination to fill 
a certain chair. 

• • • 

A Des Moines divorcee has had her 
maiden name, Onley, restored. That's 
a good name for a single woman. 

• * • 
Waterloo is to license house cata 

Probably with the idea of keeping tab 
on Tabby. 

A GROWING DANGER. 
[Burlington Haiwkeye.] 

It is clear to all who are in, the 
haibit of giving some attention to 
whaft is happening in-tlie land that 
smallpox Is becoming more wide
spread from year to year. There Is 
probably not a county in Iowa or 
Illinois or neighboring states, that 
does not have a number of cases, and 
that number is growing constantly. 
And the attitude of the people is pe
culiar. They seem to give the dread 
disease no heed. They have learned 
that it is appearing in a mild form, 
and hence they belierve that there is 
no need of worrying. What they fail 
to consider, -what apparently they do 
not know, is that a very severe type 
of it he disease can develop from the 
mild form. There may be cases of the 
most malignant small pox even now, 
and none are the wiser for it. This 
malignant form takes a heavy toll. It 
is stated by authorities on the disease, 

J that it sweeps away as many as 50 
which ! per cent of those who are attacked. 

it would seem as if the people 
everywhere would insist upon the 
most energetic campaign against the 
dread disease. That "they would be 
satisfied with no half-way measures. 
And it is but fair to assume that the 
authorities are doing everything with
in their might. They try to Isolate 
the sick and to keep them where there 
can be no danger of infecting others, 
and the medical men do their part-
But the fault seems to lie with the 
people themselves. There is a very 
simple preventive. More than a hun
dred years ago. Dr. Jenner discovered 
the method of making people immune 
against smallpox by means of vacci
nation. And where vaccination is.the 
universal rule, there is practically no 
small pox. But the present genera
tion has had no experience with small 
pox and therefore vast numbers have 
been converted to the belief that vac
cination is injurious and they wili 
have none of it. Possibly the people 
will never learn, except by bitter ex
perience, and it may require an epl-
dtrsiilc uf liit? tcrFrble disease to again 
make the people careful and to remind 
them of the fact that where they ex
ercise proper care and protect them
selves. the disease can not become a 
danger to the community. 

for a proclamation by some official. 
It may be a matter of real importance 
and again It may be of no general im
portance. And again It appears as if 
good-natured officials were being im
posed upon, to lend the influence of 
their proclamation, to some commer
cial undertaking. Just as prominent 
men have been unduced to give testi
monials for some tooth powder or a 
headache remedy. 

The inevitable result is that no one 
gives the slightest attention to a proc
lamation today. And that in itself Is 
a bad thing. The people should give 
proper attention to such special notices 
issued by their officials.. But If the 
word of a man in high office goes un
noted and unheeded, he has no right 
to blame the people. He has no right 
to blame anybody but himself. If the 
proclamation were a thing that occurs 
but rarely, like an eclipse of the sun, 
it would never fall to attract attention. 
But the officials are to blame for hav
ing made the proclamation a thing 
dulled by abuse and custom, until there 
are none to give It heed. If a man opens 
a jitney line of three old wom-out 
machines, or if there Is a baseball 
game, or if the county fair needs a 
big attendance, or if Joe Smith has a 
new popcorn wagon, the mayor Issues 
a proclamation urging the people to 
close up their places of business and 
to make it the special order of the day, 
to devote some time and a few of their 
nickels to whateveh institution or 
scheme is to be 'boomed by the procla
mation. And because the thing has 
been overdone the proclamation bene
fits no one to the extent of a copper. 

IOWA OPINION AND NOTES. 

PROCLAMATIONS. 
[Burlington Hawkeye] 

There seems to be a regular flood 
of proclamations pouring forth upon a 
helpless and unresisting people. Not so 
very many years ago. the president is
sued an annual election proclamation 
and that ended it. And these proclama
tions were read by many people. There 
were even discussions as to the liter
ary merits of some of these proclama
tions. 

Times have changed. There are un
numbered occasions tha*ff seem to <^11 

BEES BREAK UP SCHOOL. 

Imprison Teacher and Pupils Until 
Rescue Party Comes. 

Forty school children were held pris
oners for half a day at Langrworth 
school by a buzzing swarm of bees, 
which finally broke up school for the 
day. 

The bees had hived In one corner of 
the roof for weeks and had been un
disturbed until some of the youngsters 
threw clods and dislodged the hive. The 
bees attacked their tormentors, who 
took refuge in the school house. 

Miss Ida Warford, the teacher, put 
her head out of the door to see the 
cause of the commotion and was stung 
on the nose. Hundreds of bees 
swarmed into the half-opened door, 
and the children sought refuge In the 
next room, while the teacher and old
er boys battled with wet cloths and 
whatever weapons they had handy. 

They, too, were finally forced Into 
the other room, and the entire school 
was made prisoner until some of the 
parents, alarmed at the absence of 
their chjldren. came to the rescue. 

They were forced to flee, too, but 
Anally cams bsck armed with sulphur, 
with which they' routed the bees. A 
number of the children and the ani
mals in nearby fields were severely 
stung.—Oakdale dispatch to San Fran
cisco Chronicle. 
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A Wartime Puzzle. 
A company of soldiers dressed in 

khaki, with the bandage-like puttees 
about their legs, were waiting for their 
train at a station In Wiltshire. Among 
the spectators were an old country
man and his wife. 

"I say, Oarge," the old lady whis
pered. "there's somethln' I can't under
stand about they solgers." 

"What be it. lass?" 
"I can't think how they get their 

laigs into they twisted trousers."— 
Youth's Companion. 

"Mexico has not deserved the len- j 
iency that has been extended and j 
should not sublect American patience ; 
to further tension," says the Cedar 
Rapids Gazette. "Our troops are pres- j 
ent for the purpose of saving Mexico. 
The conquest of the country would nof ! 
occupy three months nor require more j 
than 50.000 men. aside from naval ; 
forces and only the spirit of forbear
ance has dictated a course as nearly 
inoffensive as Americans could, with 
justice to themselves, adout." 

DOM REELS 
HcwarlLl&nn 

'oF"^hoeSwd ships 
PRINTER'S INK.. 

couldn't be 

Printer's ink is a combination of 
lamp black and brains which makes 
dollars grow in place of dimes. If it 
had not been for the judicious use of 
printer's ink and the Cardiff giant I*, 

noml- T- Barnum would never have been 

that he married into the Smith family, 
as a substitute for printer's ink. will j 
be able to hold his annual clearance j 
sale without suffocating any of his 
trade. , 

"If the colonel .. , . . 
nated when he was a member of the . heard of oufside of his front ya]rd an 
party and had al ot of delegates ln-l^0*111 Wanamaker would still be do-
structed for him how can he expect to I business in a hat box, with a turn-
be nominated when he is not a mem- I over of $4,000 per annum. 

f OH IPC*£^ MISSES 
MA' TUB C 

ber of the party and has no Instructed 
delegates?" inquires the Sioux City 
Journal. 

"The police department should not 
delay a minute In enforcing the traffic 
regulations to the letter," advises the 
Burlington Gazette. "Make the auto 
drivers obey the laws and make the 
pedestrians obey the lators. Stop the 
corner cutting on the downtown thor
oughfares. Makes the auto drivers 
halt while passing street cars that are 
loading or unloading passengers. Have 
them approach intersections under full I catering 
control." 

"There's a good many 'fool' ways to 
spend money in a political campaign 
but in our opinion, the auto parade is 
about the biggest fool thing ever con
ceived to be a help to a political cam
paign," declares the Winterset Madl-
sonian. 

' parades have no desire, inclination or j 
... mi _ j 'Ov-io r\t th® wave tn on-

f Diir'Dosc to become soldiers. They w&nt i ~ ~ " "* "T purpu . preciation of Iowa, is to try some other 
i armies and vastly desire to equip 

Dr. Wilbort ShaQenberttii 
766 0ak«M4 Bird.. Chicago, Special* 

Chronic, Nervous 
and Special Diseases 

— Over 80% of mr patient! coos 
from recommendations of thoie I 
have cured. Consultation FREE 

them; but they are looking more for 
work and for profits than for war. Like 
the enthusiastic person who was bound 
to put down the rebellion if it took 
"every one of his wife's relations," like 
Nicolas who promises to shed the last 
drop of blood In the body of the last 
moujik, the paraders are paraders. 
They would cheer on the dogs of war 
but the probabilities are that not five 
in a thousand of them are ready and 

willing to bits. 
Parading means little. Take Iowa 

and the transMississippi as example. 

state for a while,' suggests the Ot-
tumwa Courier. 

190th visit to Stoddart Hotel, Marshall-
town, Saturday, June 24, 1918. 

= i If a great war of defense were to be 
fought the country would look toward KAMHALLTOWN TYPOANAPH. 
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lad for the UNION LABEL M your 
yrliited matter and rssa newe#apen 
ttiat are entitled to its was. 

Psrsistsnt Advertising Pays. 
On* great, flashy advertisement may 

attmct attention and also lang some 
bat it is the steady, persistent 

' whose results are eminently 
It does not do to adver-

Yoar results will 
fee tv better, if you tue small space 

to "plunge" and ttisa 
-Weabva Montlily. 

the middle west to fight it. It would 
not be disappointed. It has never 
been disappointed by the middle west 
and farther west when It needed men 
in emergency. The enlistments in the 
states where the parades have been 
given perfunctory attention would lead 
all other states. The difference Is be
tween playing war and defending th9 
nation to the last gasp and when that 
times arrives if it ever does come the 
prairies will turn out long lines of de
termined men to group themselves 
about the flag, not for a sordid pur
pose or in the false enthusiasm of pa
rade but as patriots with zeal, cour
age and determination. 

There is a difference in parades. 

Iowa Newspapers 

A DEMOCRAT DIVIDE.VD. 
[Clinton Advertiser.] 

Subscribers to the fund collected to 
defray expenses of the state demo- j 
cratic convention held In Clinton re- ] 
cently were surprised yesterday to re- j 
ceive a little more than one-half of i 
their subscriptions by the afternoon ! 
mail. So generous has been the re- j 
sponse of the Clinton public to the 
committee's appeal for financial as-
oietauCC to luaKc th« CCT»VCTitiOIi C'JC 
cessful, that about twice as much 
money was subscribed as was neces
sary to pay the expenses of the con
vention. The local executive commit
tee, which had charge of the conven
tion's finances, promptly remitted the 
surplus to the men who subscribed to 
the fund, handing them back a little 
more than 50 per cent of their con
tributions. 

Printer's ink is the cheapest form 
of publicity known, next to telling a 
secret to one's wife, and yet there have 
been thousands of men who never 
found it out until It was too late to 
make terms with the referee in bank
ruptcy. All along the highway of life 
are scattered the whitening skeletons 
of promising business ventures which 
started out with a large bank balance 
and no other form of publicity except 
regular attendance upon the meetings 
of the official board. One by one the 
proprietors discovered that they were 

largely to their Immediate 
relatives and a willing class of trade 
with genial manners but no collateral, 
and before long the community was 
shocked by a dull, muffled explosion 
caused by a sheriff"s sale notice com
ing in contact with a cylinder press. 

Nearly all of the merchants who 
have failed because people could not 
remember whether they were still In 
business did not use any form of print
er's ink errent the rubber stamp. The 
rubber stamp Is all right In its place, 
but as a means of getting business it 
Is 
a milk stool. NoJjody ever heard of a 
rubber stamp going out Into the coun
try and dragging in a bunch of rural 
customers who can tell a bargain with
out being laid open Just above the 
eyes with a club. The man who relies 
upon the rubber stamp and the fact 

ONE -NINETY 
EIGHT 

LUCY IF you 
RJJN 4CfLosr 
AMy BAftSAlN? 
IN Sox OCT 
ME A COOW.A 
VAIft 

Two pages emmmed full of lingerie, 
cuts and enticing price figures. 

All of our great merchant princes 
landed in the king row by buying huge 
gobs of printer's ink and spreading it 
over two pages crammed ;full of lin
gerie cuts and enticing price figures. 
The automobile industry owes more to 
printer's ink than It does to the fttful 

as helpless as a one-legged man on I self-stkrter, which sometimes fits and 
" " sometimes starts. In view of these 

plain statements of undying truth, the 
Jury will now retire and render judg
ment upon the good citizen, kind 
neighbor and loyal friend who says It 
doesn't pay to advertise and knows, 
because he never tried it 

THE RBAJL, FARM<ERS. 
[Moorehead Times.] 

Do you own a car? If so, pick up 
some of your neighbors and drive out 
into the country and use your eyes 
and your native intelligence. Just take 
note of the prosperous condition of the 
farmers everywhere you go. Arc they 
making their money and building 
beautiful homes and buyings cars by 
simply drifting? Not much! They 
work, and they use their brains an'' 

J U N E  D A Y S  
"Oh, what is so smooth as a day in June? Then, if ever, are flossy days!" So 
the Poet sang, with his lyre in tune, and the subject deserved his praise. For 

day in June is the slickest thing that ever the gods de
signed, and the man who doesn't then smile and sing has 
barnacles on his mind. Then the coltkins play and the calf-
kins romp, and gamboling are the lambs, and the bull-frogs 
toot in the lonely swamp, all happy as pickled clams. Then 
the grass is green and the skies are blue, as blue as the 
laws allow, and the blossoms gleam in the morning dew 
like gems on a damsel's t»ow. Man's bosom throbs with 
abounding life, he ceases to fear and fret, and he remarks 
to his smiling wife, "This world is the one best bet." It is 
the time of the blushing bride, the time of the graduate; 
and Man, he tosses his grcueli aside, and sewj that hla 
smile's on straighL 
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Brouillard was not what the West 
calls "Jumpy." Four years of field-
work, government or other, oount for 
something; and the mm who has 
proved powder-shy in any stage of his 
grapple with the Land of Short Notles 
is customarily a dead man. 

In spits of his training, however, the 
young chief of construction, making an 
early morning exploration of the fits 
for the new dam, winced handsomely 
when the shock ot a distance-muffled 
explosion trembled upon the crisp 
morning air, coining, a> it seemed, 
from some point near the lower end 
of the canyon. 

The detonating crash reminded htm 
forcibly that the prtaenoe ot the tpur-
lng party was asserting Itself. The ex* 
plosion was too heavy to figure as a 
tunjilKft. Therefore It must hare' been 
an accident of some wit—possibly the 
blowing up of the automobile. 

Between this and a hurried weight
ing of the sheaf of blueprints with his 
fieldglass preparatory to a first-aid 
dash down the outlet gorge, there was 
no appreciable interval. But when he 
came to his outlook halting place of 
the night before, he saw that there had 
been no accident. The big touring car, 
yellow with the dust of the Buckskin, 

j stood intact on the sand fiat where 
it had been backed and turned and 
headed toward the desert, Wading in 
the shallows of the river with a linen 
uuot robe for & ssiss, tuo two youngsr 
men of the party were gathering the 
choicest of the dead mountain trout 
with which the eddy was thickly dot
ted. 

Coming toward him on the upward 
trail, and climbing laboriously to gain 
the easier path among the pines, were 
the two remaining members of the 
party—an elderly, pudgy, stocklly built 
man with a gray face, stiff gray mus
taches and sandy-gray eyes to match, 
and the young woman, hooted, gaunt* 
leted, veiled, and bulked into shape-
lessness by her touring coat Brouil
lard had a sudden rush of blood to the 
anger cells when he realized that the 
alarm which had brought him two 
hard-breathing miles out of his way 
had been the discharge of a stick of 
dynamite thrown Into the Niquols tor 
the fish-killing purpose. In his code 
the dynamiting of a stream figured as 
a high crime. But the two on the trail 
had come up, and his protest was fore
stalled by the elderly man with the 
gray face and the sandy-gray eyes, 
whose explosive "Ha!" was as much a 
measure of his breathlessness as of 
his surprise. 

'1 was Just telling Van Bruce that 
his thundering fish cartridge would 
raise the neighbors," the trail climber 
went on with a stout man's chuckle. 
And then: "You're one of the reclama
tion engineers? Great work the gov
ernment Is undertaking here. Ton 
are connected with it, aren't you V 

Broulllard's nod was for the man, 
but bis words wsre for the young 
woman whose beauty refused to be 
quenched by the touring handicaps. 
"Yes, I am in charge of it" he said. 

"Ha!" said the stout man, and this 
time the exclamation was purely ap-
probative. "Chief engineer, eh? That's 
fine, fine! My name is Cortwright— 
J. Wesley Cortwright of Chicago. And 
yours is—?" 

Brouillard named himself in one 
word. Strangers usually found him 
bluntly unresponsive to anything like 
effusiveness, but he was finding it cu
riously difficult to resist the good-
natured heartiness which seemed to 
exude from the talkative gentleman, 
overlaying him like the honeydew on 
the leaves in a droughty forest, v 

If Mr. J. Wesley Cortwrlght's sur
prise on hearing the Brouillard sur
name was not genuine It was at least 
an excellent imitation. 
.. -Well, well, well—you don't say! 
Wot of the Brouillards of Knox county, 
Indiana?—but of course, you must be." 
"Yes," said Brouillard. "Our branch 

ofthe family settled near Tincennes, 
Hand my father was on the. bench, when 
he wasn't In politics." 

"What? Not JStlge Aotoine! Why, 
my dear young man! Do you know 
that I once had the pleasure of intro
ducing your good father to my bank
ers in Chicago? It was years ago, at 
a time when he was Interested.in float
ing a bond issue for some growing in
dustry down on the Wabash. And to 
thlnb that away out here in this howl
ing wilderness, a thousand miles from 
nowhere, as. you night say, 1 should 
meet his son!" 
. OrVUtfMUU SMS«« WMMMVMO 

into the pit of triteness. 
"The world isn't so very big when 

you come to surround It properly, Mr. 
Cortwright" hs asserted. . 

"You are wondering what fool no
tion chased us away out here in the 
desert when we had a comfortable ho
tel to stop at" he rattled on. "I'll 
tell you, Mr. BronlUard—In confidence. 
It was curiosity—raw, country curios
ity. The papers and magazines have 
been full of this Buckskin reclamation 
scheme, and we wanted to see the 
place where all the wofaderful miracles 
were going to get themselves wrought 
out Have you got time to 'put us 
next?" 

Brouillard, as the son of the man 
who had been introduced to the Chi
cago money gods in fcfthhour of Qefid, 

oottftsearcelydo less than fo tiki tK9 
time. The profeet, h* qqplalaed, cow 
templated the bulldin* et a high dafll 
across the tipper end at the Nlqttolili 
canyon and the ooavwrtlrig ofthe l«t 
land valley above .Into a great storage 
reservoir. From this reservoir a seristf 
of distributing canals would lead the 
water out upon the arlg lands of the 
Bucksklh and the mlraole would be a 
fact accomplished. 

"Sure, cure!" said the cheerful quer
ist feeling In the pockets of the au> 1 

tomoblle coat for a cigar. At the 
match-striking Instant he remembered 
a thing neglected. "By George! you'll 
have to pardon me, Mr. Brouillard; I'm 
always forgetting the little social dew-
dabs. Let me present you to my 
daughter Genevieve. Gene, shake 
hands with the son of my good old 
friend, Judge Antolne Brouillard of 
Vincennes." . .. 

,?f * ,t< 
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That's "Chief Engineer, eh? 
Fine!" / t 

R was rather awkwardly done, and 
somehow Brouillard could not help 
fancying that Mr. Cortwright could 
have done it better., But when the 
unquenchable beauty stripped her 
gauntlet and gave him her hand, with 
a dassling smile and a word of ac
knowledgment which was not bor
rowed from her tether's effusive vo
cabulary, he straightway fell into an
other pit of triteness and his saving 
first impressions of Mr. J. Wesley Colt* 
Wright's character began to fade. 

Tm immensely Interested," was 
Mips Cartwright's comment on the out
lining of the reclamation project "Do 
you mean to say that real farms with' 
green things growing 011 them can be 
made out of that frightful desert we 
drove over yesterday afternoon?" 

Brouillard smiled and plunged fntu* 
ously. "Oh, yes; the forms are al
ready there. Nature made them, yon 
know; she merely forgot to arrange 
for their watering." He was going on 
to tell about the exhaustive expert* 
msnts the department of agricultural 

parts had been, making upon thfj 
Buckskin soils when the gentleman; 
whose name had once figured uponi 
countless thousands of lsrd packagCf] 
cut in. : 

'Mr. Brouillard, how far is it up .to'* 
where you are going to build your; 
dam?" 

"Ill be glad to show you the way if; 
you care to try," Brouillard offered;; 
and the tentative Invitation was! 
promptly accepted. 

The transfer of viewpoints from the; 
lower end of the canyon to the upper! 
was effected without incident, save at* 
Its beginning, when the father would j 
have called down to the young man; 
who had waded ashore and was^drylng 
himself before the campflre. "Van! 
Bruce wont care to go." the daughter 
hastened to say; and Brouillard, whose 
gift it was to be able to pick out and: 
Identify the human derelict at long' 
range, understood perfectly well the' 
reason for the young woman's hasty 
Interruption. One result of the suo -j 
cessfully marketed lard packages wasj 
very plainly evident In the dissipated! 
face and hangdog attitude of the mar
keter's son. 

Conversation flagged on the climb; 
from the Buckskin level to that of the: 
reservoir valley; but when they! 
reached the pine tree of the anchored! 
blueprints at the upper portal, Mr.i 
Cortwright recovered his breath suffl*| 
clentty to gasp his appreciation of the; 
prospect and its possibilities. 

"Why, good goodness, Mr. Brouil-i 
lard, it's practically all done for you!"i . 
he wheezed, taking In the level, moun-i 
tain-inclosed valley with an appralslvei 
eye-sweep. "What will you do?—build; 
your dam right here and take out your I 
canal through the canyon? Is that thei 
plan?" , 

Brouillard nodded and went a little! 
further Into details, showing how the 
Inward-arching barrier would be an
chored Into the two opposing mountain! 
buttresses. 

"And the structure Itself—how high! 
Is It to be?" 

"Two hundred feet above the spill-j 
way apron Coot; concrete and steel."] 

"Then you are going to need Port-; 
land cement—a whole lot of it Where) 
will you get It? And how will you getj 
it here?" 

Brouillard soiled Inwardly at thej 
pork packer's suddenly awakened Sn -j 
terest In. the technical ways snd] 
means. His four years in the desertj 
had taken him out of touch with a] 
money-making world; and this momen
tary contact with one of its successful 
devotees was Illuminating. 

/*Tr> n#. Cs2£tl2S»6^.) -

Historical Item. 
A young woman with a notebook and 

a pencil entered the store of Jonathan 
Driggs, In a small Connecticut town, 
and said to the proprietor: "GoqjA 
morning, Mr. Driggs. I'm looking Up 
records of the early settlers of the 
town. Coo)d you give me any infor
mation r'^The V)ld fellow turned to the 
desk, thumbed the ledger, and 
chuckled: "Well, the earliest settler 
I've got is Doc Talcott, an' his beat 
record is three months." 
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