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EDITOR'S OBSERVATIONS.

—_—

Wealthiest Colored Man in Iowa,

This will be the last observation
that I shall write this collection year,
We first stopped at Folager, a mining
camp of a few hundred people. The
colored miners are doing well.

We next visited Buxton, Iowa, which
is the king of mining camps in Iowa
and perhaps the country. Until re-
cently it has been the mecca for the
colored miners. However, in the last
few years, since Mr. Buxton has left,
several hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of miners have left and many
of their places taken by white miners.
It seems to be the policy of the new
superintendent to supplant many of
the colored miners with white. How-
ever, Buxton is not what it once was,
nor will it ever be. I think last year
in my observations I stated that one-
third of the 1,000 company houses
were vacant. This year fully one-half
are vacant. It tells the story in brief.
The cause I am unable to state. And
those who are here are not working
on full time. Therefore the great
mining and commercial interest of
Buxton has constantly decreased,
and added to that the many fires that
have recently occurred makes Buxton
look like a deserted village. I think I
might state that Buxton has had fires
amounting to $10,000 worth of dam-
age. Covering most of the colored
people who were in business and all
the residences belonging to colored,
and in nearly every case the fire was
a total destruction to whatever burn-
ed, for there was no water protection.
We mentioned several months ago of
the burning of Coopertown, which
was a part of Buxton, where perhaps
one-half dozen stores, business houses
and the only hotel was burned, and
but few of those houses will ever be
rebuilt. Many of these business men
have gone elsewhere. Some have

' gone in business in Des Moines, Cedar

Rapids,  Chicago, Kansas City, Mil-
waukee and Detroit, and still more
are planning to leave soon. Those
who.are still in busniess are J. Lucas
& Sons, who run a large bakery; Lon-
don Bros., second hand store; Mr.
Roberts, blacksmith shop. There are
Mr. Hobe Arm-
strong still operates the meat shop.
He is reputed as being the wealthiest
man in Menroe county, either white
or colored. He owns 12,000 acres of
land and the county treasurer inform-
ed ye .editor that some of his land
was the highest assessable land in the
county. No other land was assessed |
as high as some of his. Atty. Geo. H.
Woodson still lives here, although he
is spending ‘& vacation jn New Mexi-
co, taking a “much needed rest. He |
owns several pieces of property here
and lost one of his fine houses in one
of the recent fires. Dr. Carter and Dr.
Robinson attend to the sick. They
are ‘'splendid doctors and are doing
well. Dr. Willis is the dentist and has
a good trade. He has added one more
to his family and some day will be
of great help to him in his work.
There are several colored miners who
own small farms and are doing nicely.
Among them are Messrs. Bates, Chat-
man, Tate, Armstrong, Reuben Gains,
one of the wealthiest men of the
camp, Harvey, H. H. Harris and
Johnson. The schools are taught by
mixed teachers. The colored teachers
are ‘Mrs. W. H. London, principa.l;
Georgia
Blackburn of Des Moines, Gertrude
Lucas of Bedford, Iowa, Grace Harris
of Mt. Pleasant and Lulu Hart of
Muscatine. Mr. Ed Mills is the sec-
retary of the Y. M. C. A, a young
man who was raised and educated in
Buxton and has a bright future be-!
forehim. The Y. M. C. A. is progress-
ing under his management and is as-
sisted by Mr. Potter. We wish for|
these young mengguccess. The band is
moving along as well as could be ex-

' pected under the superintendency of

Mr. Oliver. They have the finest col-
ored musical organization in the state
and it is a credit to any city. The
churches are doing well and the re-
ligious life is -keeping pace with the
progress of the age.

CLARINDA, IOWA.

(Special to Bystander.)

- (Last Week.)

The ladies of the A. M. E. church
are preparing for a bazaar and supper
to be given at Masonic hall on De-
cember 28th. .

The ladies of the Needle Craft club
gave their luncheon at the home of
the president, Mrs, E. B. Cook, last
Thursday. The table was beautifully
decorated in the club colors and foli-
age of green and yellow as & center:
piece. Twenty members were pres-
ent. .|
Our pastor, Rev. D. W. Brown, 13 in
Bedford this Sunday.

Mrs. Johnson and daughter, Mabel,
of Gravity were over to a.ttend a
meeting of the O. E. S. on Friday.

Mrs. L. W. Williams entertained
the Ladies’ Crochet club to 8 two-
course luncheon at her home on Water
street.

The Rose of Sharon Chapter, No.
16, elected officers for the ensuing

| tery.

yenr as follows: Mrs. Laura Headl
W. M.; Miss Mabel Johnson, A. M .
g:)r. R.CT. dLane. W. P.; Mrs. Laura

nes, Cond.; Mrs. H.
iy Johnson, Asso.

Mrs. Della Johnson and son, John,
went to St. Joe, Mo., Friday morning
to attend the funeral of her brother.
! lf.ev. W. Mitchell has been a little
u.uhsposed, but is able to fill his pul-
pit Sunday.

Subscribe and pay up for Bystander
before new year.

If you have any news for Bystand
kindly call Bell 339 R. dieaad

BUXTON, IOWA.

[ (Special to Bystander.)
(Last Week.)

Some more valuable Negro prop-
erty destroyed by fire. The big
Ieuzht-r.oom dwelling in South Buxton
belonging to Hon. Geo. H. Woodson
was totally destroyed this morning
about 12:30 or 1 a. m. Mr. Wm.
Harper, ex-grand master of the G. U.
0. of O. F. of Iowa, lived in this resi-
dence. He lost every stitch he pos-
_sesscd. household goods and all cloth-
ing. Mr. Harper 13 one of Buxton’s
old men. He has lived here for fifteen
years. He is well known throughout
the state. He recently underwent an
operation for appendicitis in the Albia
hospital and has not been able to re-
turn to work in the mines yet. Any
of his friends who can and wish to
help him will please send to his ad-
dress, Box 401 Buxton, Iowa, clothing
or anything else.

GALESBURG, ILL.

(Last Week.)

The Thimble Circle was entertained
at the home of Mrs. J. Hazel on Fri-
day, December 22.

The P. W. club was entertained at
the home of Miss E. Hurley on Tues-
day, December 19th.

The Garrison club was entertained
at the parsonage Friday, December 22.

The M. L. D. club was entertained
at the home of Miss L. Benton on
Thursday. All report a fine time.

D. T. No. 92 were called Tuesday
afternoon to meet the grand master,
Rev. T. L. Scott of Chicago.

Mrs. J. Mitchell and son of Missouri
are the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ed
Mitchell of W. Knox street.
will spend the winter here.

Rev. Garrison and wife, Rev. T. §.
Scott and Mrs. McGill were enter-
tained at dinner at the home of Mrs.
Z. Mason.

Revival services closed Sunday at
the A. M. E. church. Rev. T. L. Scott
of Chicago conducted the services.
The meeting closed with nine joiners.

Rev. T. L. Scott will meet the S M.
T. on Tuesday afternoon. He will re-
turn to his home in Chicago on Tues-
day evening.

Mr. Braxter Harmon, who has been
ill for the past four years, passed
away at the home of his parents on
Wednesday night at 8:20. He leaves
to mourn his death a wife, two chil-
dren, mother, father and sister and a
host of relatives and friends. Funer-
al services were held at the A. M. E.
church Friday afternoon. Pall bear-
ers were Mr. Andy Anderson, Clar-
ence Carter, C. Schoots, B. Harris, W.
Webb, Burial was in Linwood ceme-

Mr. Chas. Anderson has been con-
fined to his home for ten days with a
bad case of lumbago.

The E. R. club was entertained at
the home of Miss M. King on Satur-
day, December 23. .

Mr. Franklin of Clarinda, Iowa, is
visiting relatives and friends.

Mrs. J. Smalley is confined to her
home with lumbago. 5

Mrs. S. Johnson left for Chicago to
;isit her brother.

“31\1/;1':. Logan and Mrs. Bolder are
Christmas shopping in Chicago.

Imperial orchestra met at the home

of Miss F. Fletcher on Tuesday, De-

cember 19th.

CLINTON, IOWA.
(Last Week.) :

Sunday was quarterly meeting at
Bethel A. M. E. church. All services
were well attended and were full of
interest. Rev. N. J. Mc.Cracken, P.
E. was present. This being the first
meeting of the year, it was therefore
his inaugural visit. Already he has
endeared himself to the people, mak-

i avorable impression.
mgf'l:v.f W. W. William8 is not so well
this week, having an attack of the

gr'lll‘)ﬁe members of the Second Baptist

church are arranging for their anqua!
Christmas tree on Sunday evening,

24th.
Dehcde:g‘e.ri‘. Jackson and-others were
the donors of 8 nice pair of shoes to
the Rev. F. J. Nott, pastor ot. the Seg-
ond Baptist church, for which he is
roud. |
vegxb';cribe for the Bystander.

Mrs. Price Elligan suffered a stroke
of paralysis at her home on Maple
avenue on last Friday. Her friends
hope that the stroke is only tempor-
ary and that she will suffer no ill ef-
f“it:.our last items sent to the By-
stander in the mention of the elec-
tion of dficers of the Allen League

They |

the following names were omitted:
Mrs. M. J. Holliday, recording secre-
tary; Anna Johnson, assistant secre-
tary; Fred Douglass, librarian; M. O.
Culberson, reporter.

Invitations were received in Clin-
ton this week to a legp year party in
Davenport on Wednesday evening,
December 20th, with Mrs. C. Cain as
hostess. |

The Christmas tree and program of
Bethel A. M. E. Sunday school will be
held on Friday night, December 22.

WATERLOO, IOWA.

Everybody work for Christ and the
church is the motto of the A. C, E.
League in Waterloo. - Lo
Rev. H. C. Boyd sermonized two
righteousness sermons Sunday. Both
were well attended.

The P. E. G. club gave a gleaner
drill and entertainment Thursday
evening. The drill made a hit with
everyone. '
Mrs. Sadie Hopkins underwent an
operation for appendicitis last week
at St. Francis hospital.

Those on the sick list are Miss
Vivian Smith, Mrs. L. C. Cheers, Mrs.
Ina Walker and Mrs. Wm, Pearson.
Mrs. Dorothy Laurence will lead
the A. C. E. League Sunday, Xmas
meeting. Everybody should be out.
The Mite Missionary society met
Thursday afternoon at the residence
of Mrs. Etta Aman, 92 N. Barclay
street. After the business was trans-
acted, cocoa with Waterloo dips were
served, after which postlude.

Louis P. Mosley, class leader of No.
3, and Geo. E. Smith, assistant, will
entertain class 3 at a dinner party
Xmas day in the parlors of Bess
chapel A. M. E. church. We hope to
receive every member.

The leap year party given by the
Helping Hand was a success. They
had a large attendance out. Every-
one enjoyed themselves to the highest.
Mrs. Maudie Shields is able to be
in our. midst again and is doing nicely.
Mrs. Sarah Cooper returned home
Sunday morning from Booneville, Mo,
where she was called to attend the
funeral of her mother.
The services were well attended
both morning and evening at Antioch
Baptist church Sunday.
received into the church.

meets at Antioch Baptist church
every Sunday.

MISSOURI-WEST NEGRO FARM-
ERS TENTH ANNUAL

MEETING.

At Dalton, Chariton county, Mis-

souri, January 11-12, 1917, at the

Bartlett Agricultural and Industrial

school. '

“Preparedness—How ?” is the gen-

eral topic for this year.

(a) For larger crop yields, and

better preservation of our lands.

(b) To earn, deserve and get more

earnest attention by the state and na-

tional experts who are aiding neigh-

boring farmers all over the state.

(¢) To better our home life, hous-

es, barns, fences, gates, care of stock

XMAS PRESENiS

FOR EVERYBODY

YOUR CHOICE FREE
Framed Pictures

Hand Decorated Plates

Big Story Books

Any one given with one pound of
Buxing Powder. Come in for your
Coffees, Teas and Baking Powder and
get your Xmas Gifts

200 Stores—4,000 Wagons
Grand Union Tea Co.

Phone Wal. 1091 504 W, Walnut

Two were
Don't forget thé'B. ¥. P, UL, vﬁeﬂ*‘

and tools and implements.

(d) For more voluntary aid to les-
sen our mud tax by better roads: We
helping more.

(e) To exercise ourselves more ef-
fectively in lessening the number of
the race’s loafers, idlers and petty
criminals by giving our unemployed
more work to do with more congelial
conveniences.

(f) To work out our salvation—
back upon the land, raising more
food products to help lessen the high
cost of living.

(g) For better church and school
conditions.

Farming women and mothers and
daughters’ session Friday, January
12th, at 2-4 p. m. Subject, “To Stop
or Moderate Our Over-reaching.”

(1) By helping husbands to live
within their means and sphere.

(2) Renewed efforts to gain friend-
ships. ‘

(3) Poultry raising and helping
girls at busy work.

(4) By providing happy, healthy
recreation and play times.

Farmers H. Jackson, Andrew Clay,
Lewis Drappen, Sr., Cooper county.
James Hill, Howard county. Squire
Blackwell, Pike county, Charles Mar-
tin, Robert Childs, Carroll county.
Ephraim Rucker, Buffjanan county.
1. N. Nunelly, Lincoln county. Rube
Daméron, Nathan Thornton, Chariton
county. The potato King, Hon. J. G.
Groves, of Kansas, and Henry Kirk-
lin, the world’s champion truckman,
Columbia, Mo., are this year’s confer-
ence guests of honor.

All who are doing, or want to get to
doing helpful, worth while things will
be welcomely entertained while here.

Come the day before. Bring any
products for exhibition by both sexes
and by the children.

N. C. Bruce, Principal.

J. E. ROBERTS.'

—

A Successful Minister.

The above is the true likeness of
Rev. James E. Roberts of this city
a Baptist minister of experience, who
has been.a successful pastor in Ohio,
Missouri, Michigan, Iowa and Canada.
He is a member of the Iowa-Nebraska
Association and a member of the
Minister and Deacons’ Union of this
state. He received a part of his edu-
cation in the common schools at In-
dependence and Booneville, Mo., and
in Trinity college in Toronto, Canada.
His first charge was in Fulton, Mo,
at Pilgrim Rest Baptist, Abbondale
Baptist church of Cincinnati, McDou-
gal Baptist church, Windsor, Canada,
the Second Baptist chulh in Detroit,
Mich., and East Side Baptist church

‘| in East Des Moines, also at Scandia,

Iowa. He is not now actively en-

The Great January

Clearing Sales

- Are in Progress All

Through

the Store

Every one of the

chandise.

more than fifty de-

partments takes part in this annual
house-cleaning movement. Savings are
plentiful on the wanted kinds of mer-

Surely there is sﬁmething fn it for you.
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gaged in pastoral work, but hopes to | clder preached in the evening.
re-enter soon. He lives in his own Monday night was official board at
home at 2710 Sixth avenue and has an | Wayman Chapel A. M. E. church,
amiable Christian wife. 'He now lec- | Rev. McCracken presided.
tures on the subject of “Race Ideals | Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Stoner and
nq,d Effects.” Sée this subject in our | daughter, Glee, have arrived at Rock
next week’s issue. Island. They have made Bloomington
their home during the past year.
IOWA STATE CENSUS, 1915. 'tfhheir bmal:w friends are,glad to see
Colored—A O il :
Counties. Male Ferlxlnﬁati';";:al h'ﬂrs. Golden is still in Chillicothe,
Adair ... b 4 g | Ohio. !
AR e 31 10 21 The Fiske Jubilge Singers were at
Allamakee ... ... e e the Y. M. C. A. recently. The white
Appanoose ..... 250 224 474 | paper declared editorially that their
Audubon ... e e i :Lll!zmg was very unique and wonder-
Benton ............ b 6 11 ¥ ~
Black Hawk.. 287 178  410|  The Misses Deborah Stewart, Lu-
Booke 5 60 135 reu?a Jackson, Lorraine Coleman and
Bremer g - 6 9 Celm. Reynolds were Christmas shop-
Buchanan ... 7 1 g | pers in Davenport on Saturday.
e e e MONMOUTH, ILL.
Calhoun ... 16 8 24! Mr. Herbert Birdett of New Or-
Carroll .......... 26 10 36 | leans, Mo, is visiting here with his
Cass ...l 19 17 3¢ | brother, Chas. Birdett.
Codaxr . .o o 6 3 9| The Willing Worker society met
Cerro Gordo.... 129 97 296 | Tuesday evening at the home of Mrs.
Cherokee ........ R 2 | Lillian Abel.
ChiCKASAW oo woce wovreeee s John Peoples of this city has gone
Clarke .......: r. 16 15 31 | to Kewanee, where he is employed at
ClaY aovevemrecnnns 6 2 g | a jewelry store,
Clayton ......... 11 8 19| Mrs. Bernice Metlock has the
Clinton ............ 131 120 op1 | agency for the Herolin hair pomade.
Crawford ........ 17 13 30| Mrs. Ernest Bassett was in Gales-
Dallas .............. 115 90 205 | burg this.week attending the funeral
Davis ... 19 21 40 | of & cousin. ‘
Decatur ... ;12 13 25 Miss Clara Taylor has returned to
Delaware ... 3 1 4 | her home in Canton, Mo., after an ex-
Des Moines .... 190 165 355 tended visit here with her uncle.
Dickinson ...... ... GO R s Mr. William Wallace, who has been
Dubugue ........ 46 29 75 | having trouble with a fractured limb,
Emmet ............ ] 9 16 | is much better at this writing.
Fayette .......... 29 10 39| Mrs. Dayse Lash has the agency for
Floyd ......c....... 7 5 12 | the Overton toilet cosmetics.
Franklin ... . 11 6 17
Fremont .......... 8 5 13 DAVENPORT, IOWA.
Greene ........... LIRS s | 2| Rev. M. J. Burton, for ten years
Grundy ............ 8 4 12 | Iowa  state missionary for the Bap-
Guthrie ... 1 1 2 | tist churches, was in the city last Sun-
Hamilton ... 4 4 g {day and occupied the pulpit at the
Hancock ........ 4 . 4 8| Third Baptist church. Rev. Burton
Hardin ... 14 4 18 | has accepted a call to pastor a church
Harrison ........ 26 12 88 | in Kansas and will leave the mission
Henry ............ . 122 119 241 | field to take up his pastorate about
Howard .......... 8 3 13 | January 1st, 1017,
Humboldt .... 2 1 3| The funeral services of Francis
Ida ... ssieisid 1 4| Skurlock, aged 8 years, was held at
iowa ...... i 1 2 | Bethel A. M. E. church Sunfay after-
Jackson e meeneen OOD, conducted by Rev. C. R. Waters,
Jasper 92 183 | assisted by Rev. M. J. Burton. Mrs.
Jefferson ...... Y 46 93 | Skurlock, the mother of the deceased,
Johnson .......... Vi 35 112 |and two of her other children are
Jones ............. « B0 8 g8 | sick and could not attend the funeral.
Keokuk .......... 18 7 20| Last Tuesday evening the members
Kossuth .......... 6 6 12 | and friends of Bethel A. M. E. church
Lee ;.o 826 770 1,696 | formally received Rev. N. J. Me-
Linn ......c....... 261 231 482 | Cracken, P. E., and their pastor, Rev.
Louisa ........... SR A 3| C. R. Waters, and family. Words of
Lucas ......cccoes 31 33 64 | hearty welcome were given from a
LiYOR isissiiisoniiie 8 3 11 | number of the church auxiliaries,
Madison .......... ; BRI 1 | which were responded to by Rev. and
Mahaska ........ 296 241 537 | Mrs. Waters and Bev. MecCracken.
Marion ............ 103 92 195 | The honored guests were then éscort
Marshall ....... 100 97 197 | ed to the dining room, where light re-
Mills .....cooeeee. 21 24 45 | freshments were served, and a social
Mitchell .......... 3 4 7 | hour enjoyed.
MONONE coviivivs: 2B 4 rasesssim 2 Rev. F. K. Nicholson was in Cedar
Monroe ..........1,113 958 2,071 | Rapids last Sunday and occupied the
Montgomery .. 19 17 36 | pulpit for Rev. Northcross.
Muscatine ...... 60 57 117 Constellation temple of S. M. T.
O’Brien .......... 7 1 8| held their annual election Monday,
OBCEOIR i s |+ aiizisy Cessmense which resulted in Mrs. Emma Brooks,
Pagal e 142 127 269 | W. P.; Mrs. Emma Strauthers, V. P.;
Palo Alto...... 4 2 6| W. S., Mrs. Alberta Carter; assist-
Plymouth ...... 4 1 5| ant secretary, Mrs. Carrie Baker; W.
Pocahontas ... 2 ... 2| T., Mrs. Bettie Davis; chaplain, Mrs.
| 507) | " 2,273 2,216 4,488 | Jennie Proctor.
Pottawatamie 232 196 421 Mrs. Nettie Brown, who has been
Poweshiek ...... 23 13 36 | confined at the hospital for several
Ringgold ........ R ot 1| weeks, passed away this morning.
Sae e 1 8| WASHINGTON, IOWA, NOTES.
Scott ...... 292 628| On Thursday, Decemper 14th, hte
Shelby 2 4|W. S. C. was called to order by the
(11179, SR . S 3 | worthy president. A very interesting
Story ...... 9 22 | program of music, papers, recitations
Tama ...... 177 371 | and solos was rendered by the mem-
Taylor 19 37 | bers of the W. S. C. at the home of
Union ...... 25 58 | Mr. and Mrs. Fred Turner, after which /
Van Buren... 28 B5 | a three-course luncheon was served by
Wapello 311 670 | the host, Mr. Paul Greenway. The
Warren 11 21 | guests of the evening were Mr. and
Washington .... 47 52 99 | Mrs. George Burkley, Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne ........... s b 3 8| Fred Turner and Mr. N. L. Black,
Webster .......... 8 64 142 | who gave the W. S. C. some very en-
Winnebago ... b 2 7| couraging remarks on the work that
Winneshiek .... 7 4 11| the W. S. C. is trying to accomplish.
Woodbury ...... 344 238 582 | After a very late hour the W. 8. C.
Worth ............ 10 7. 17 | adjourned, each wishing the host
Wright ... 8 ised 8 | many returns of the evening.
Monday, December 11th, a son was
Total .......... 8,932 7,811 16,743 | born to Mr. and Mr. Phillip Rushing.
All concerned doing nicely.
ROCK. ISLAND, ILL. e ‘
Dr. Slaughter, a graduate of the ANOKA, MINN., NEWS.
University of Pennsylvania, will con- (Special to Bystander.)
tinue his medical studies at the Uni-| (Mrs. D. Waters received the news
versity of St. Louis. Dr. Slaughter is from her mother, Mrs. R. L. Martin,
president of the Kansas City internes. | of Creston, Iowa, that she wasn't ex-
He is also an all-American football | peeted to live. - L
player of the.best caliber. Rev. Stovall of Minneapolis is try-
Rev. A. Boyd preached the Thanks- | ing to start a mission ;n Anoka.
giving sermon in the morning of that There is several families of colored
day at the McKinley Baptist church. |people of many denominations here.

.| Mrs. B. R. Penn is able to be about Anoka has had some severe zero
again, after an illness of several weather for the last three weeks.
weeks. Dr. Davis was her physician. Miss Helen Waters was the guest

Mrs, B. R. Penn’s cousin from Chi- | of Georgie Jones of Owatonna last
cago is here visiting and expects to week.
make Rock Island her home.
Sunday was quarterly meeting at Nervous Women.
the Wayman Chapel A. M. E. church. ‘When the nervousness is caused by
Rev. McCracken, the recently ap- | constipation, as is often the case, you
@ointed presiding elder of this dis- | will get quick relief by taking Cham-
trict, preached the morning sermon, | berlain’s Tablets. These tablets also
Rev. Lewis of Moline preached the | improve the digestion. Obtainable
afternoon sermon and the presiding | everywhere.
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