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NEGRO FIRM ENTERS WORLD FIELD 
REV. J. G. MERRILL, FORMER FISK HEAD, DIES 

Negro Corporation 
In Foreign Trade 

(Special from Washington.) 

J. Williams Clifford, president of the 
Monumental Pictures Corporation re
cently signed a contract with the Sea
board Corporation of New York City for 
World Distribution of the Monumental 
Monthly, a news reel to be released each 
mouth picturizing the achievements of 
the American Negro in this country and 
the progress of the darker races of the 
world. 

"The educational and inspirational 
news that this News Eeel will give to 
the masses of colored people in this coun
try is beyond estimation. Each month 
you will have ah opportunity to see on 
the screen, members of our own race 
lines of endeavor, ;uid there will be an 
opportunity for propaganda in the in
terest of iny people" Lieutenant Clif
ford said when interviewed by a news
paper correspondent. He further states 
that it will be the" intention of the exe
cutives of the Monumental Pictures Cor
poration not only to place the picture in 
every house in this country catering to 
colored patronage, but also to work up 
the best foreign distribution possible for 
the film. 

An effort will also be made to have 
this film shown in white houses in th6 
northwestern and northeastern parts of 
the country. News events, important 
gatherings, and special affairs will be 
filmed along with the most prominent 
men of the hour, and will be presented 
by highly trained men in the motion pic
ture industry. 

Mr. Clifford further stated that just 
as the Pathe News has brought to mil
lions of Americans glimpses of different 
parts of the world, and men and women 
who stand out pre-eminent as leaders in 
world affairs, the Monumental Monthly 
will be an American institution that will 
draw the masses of the Negroes in this 
country closer together and fill them 
with pride and honor at the success and 
accomplishments -of Their brothers in 
educational, social, political business and 
financial fields. 

Many congratulatory letters have been 
pouring into Mr. Clifford's office com
plimenting the executives of the Monu
mental Pictures Corporation upon this 
notable achievement. .The release of 
the first monthly lias been. announced 
for February 1, 1921. 

Negro Methodist Bishop 

Sails for Liberia. 
Bishop Matthew Wesley Clair, one of 

the first two Negro bishops elected to 
full rank of general superintendent in 
the Methodist Episcopal church by the 
general conference at Des Moines, May 
last, sailed on December 1;"5 from New 
York aboard the Steamship Egba for 
Monrovia, Liberia, where he will take 
lip his Episcopal residence. 

Bishop Clair was formerly pastor of 
the Asbury Methodist Episcopal church, 
Washington, D. C., antl during that time 
lie rebuilt the edifice and raised the 
membership to its present huge propor
tions. With Bishop R. E. Jones of New 
Orleans he was elected bishop at Des 
koines. He* has been assigned to 
Liberia to fill the place made vacant bv 
the death of Bishop A. P. Camphor of 
Monrovia, who died last winter in this 
country. Bishop Camphor was a mis
sionary bishop of the Methodist Epis-
He will take charge of the industrial 
copal church. Missionary bishops were 
abolished at the last general conference 
and all bishops of every race are now 
elected to full rank. Bishop Clair is 
accompanied to Monrovia by Mrs. Clair, 
Dr. John H. Reed of Liberia, and Mr. 
Cyril Henry of Montreal. 

Dr. Reed is a native of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, and a graduate of New Or
leans university. For a time he was 
pastor of Wesley chapel, Little ^Rock, 
Ark. He went to Liberia in 1905 a 

missionary under the - board of foreign 
missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He was soon made president 
of the college of West Africa main
tained in Monrovia by American Metho
dists. Ho succeeded the late Bishop 
Camphor in that position. He was also 
editor of "Liberia and West Africa" a 
publication devoted to religious life in 
that country. In 1914-Dr. Reed, took 
out his citizenship papers in Liberia and 
was appointed principal of Donovan in
stitute under the Liberian government. 
He is also tax assessor for the city of 
Monrovia. He has made five trips to 
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this country, and has been ministerial 
delegate from Liberia to the Methodist 
Episcopal general conference of 1912, 
J916 and 1920. Dr. Reed will continue 
in educational work in-Liberia-as super
intendent of education. 

Mr. Cyril Henry is a native of 
Jamaica and a graduate of the English 
High school of Boston. He received his 
degree of Bachelor of Scientific' Agri
culture from Ontario Agricultural col
lege in 1919. He is going to Liberia as 
an agricultural missionary under the 
Methodist Board of Foreign Missions, 
school and demonstration farm to be 
established at White Plains, laberia, 
under the new Methodist centenary pro
gram. 

Lynching of 'Five 
Negroes Liberates 

Five Others 
Duluth, Dec. 16.—Five Negroes held 

since last June in connection with the 
assault on a young white girl were re
leased late yesterday when their cases 
were dismissed on motion of the county 
attorney. 

Three Negroes were lynched as a re
sult of the assault, and the prosecutor 
declared this had "removed" material 
witnesses in the cases pending, without 
whose evidence he could not hope ioi 
conviction. 

NEGRO POPULATION IN 
CHICAGO IS INCREASING 

Washington, \D. C., Dec. 16.:—The 
Negro population of Chicago increased 
03.491 in the last decade and now is 
109,594, the census bureau announced 
todav. The percentage of increases'1 ' 
was *148.5. The total white population 
is 2,589,104, an increase of 450,047, or 
21 per cent, and all others numbered 
3,007. 

N. A. A. C. P. Observe 

Emancipation Day. 
Emancipation day will be observed 

Saturday evening Jan. 1, when approp
riate exorcises will be held at St. Paul's 
A. M. E. church, corner Twelfth and 
Crocker streets. The program which has 
been arranged by the Des Moines 
Branch of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, 
will include vocal numbers by the Misses 
Lorean and Rosa Gibson, Mrs. H. R. 
Graves, Carl Edumunds and Alfred Cox; 
reading of the Emancipation Proclama
tion by Miss Mary Woods, and a read
ing by Miss Marvel Blackburn. The 
address of the evening will be given by 
Rev. W. H. Griffin. Miss Mae G. Hawes 
of New York City will be present and 
give a short talk. Admission free. 
Everyone is invited. 

BALTIMORE NOW HAS 108,390; 
CINCINNATI, 29,636 

Washington, Nov. 27—The Negro 
population of Baltimore, Md., is 108,390, 
tlie census bureau announced today. The 
total white population is 625,074. The 
increase of the Negro population since 
1910 was 23,641 or 27.9 er cent, while 
tlie increase of whites was 151,687 or 32 
per cent. 

The Negro population of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, was announced by the bureau as 
29,630, an increase of 9,097, or 50.9 per 
rent, in the past decade. The total 
white population was 371,500, an in
crease of 27,621, or 8 per cent. 

The Negro population of Louisville, 
Ky., decreased 404, or one-tenth of one 
per cent during the, decade. The Negroes 
in the city this year totaled 40,117. The 
white population was 194,737, an in
crease of 11,347, or 6.2 per cent. 

Chinese, Japanese, Indians and others 
in Baltimore numbered 362. In Cincin
nati 71 and in Louisville 36. 

Dr. Merrill Dies in N.J. 
At the Age of 80 

Mountain Lakes, N. J., Dec. 22.—The 
Rev. James Griswold Merill, 80 years 
old, formerly president of Fisk Univer
sity in Nashville, died here today at the 
age of 80. Tho clergyman retired from 
the ministry in 1917 after holding pas
torates in Iowa, Kansas, St. Louis, Port
land, Me.; Somerset, Mass., and Lake 
Helen, Fla. He was the author of sev
eral religious books and a grdauate of 
Amherst college, Princeton University 
and the Andover Theological seminary. 

Race Riot in 
Australia 

Two Japanese Killed in Disturbance 
They Provoked With Malays. 

London, Dec. 21.—:Tlie correspondent 
of the Central News at Perth, Australia 
says that an armed Japanese, claiming 
racial equality, ran amuck at Brooke 
this morning, and riot resulted. In the 
course of the fighting two Japanese 
were killed and others injured, accord
ing to the correspondent, who adds that 
troops subsequently patroled the town 
and' disarmed all the Japanese in it. 
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What Has Been The World's 
Gre itest Emancipation? 

"The American public^chool system 
is the greatest emancipation act that 
the history of the world has recorded. 
I know that it has been the greatest 
thing that has ever happened'for the 
colored people and it is the only medium 
by which they will retain their true 
Emancipation! 

HON. HARVEY INGHAM, Editor, 
Register & Tribune, Des Moines, la. 

"The emancipation of the Negro by 
the government; and the effort that he 
has setforth to emancipate himself from 
tho many things that binds, is indeed 
the most remarkable stride along that 
line that the world has ever known." 

Ex-Senator Young, Editor, 
The Des Moines Capital. 

"The American declaration of Inde
pendence," Atty. S. Joo Brown. 

"The enaction of the prohibition 
laws," J. J. Magee and Miss Gertrude 
Reeves. 

'' One of the greatest things is that of 
woman suffrage," Miss Francis Banks, 
secretary Y. W. C. A. 

"Signing of the magna charta," Dr. 
W. H. Lowery. 

'' The Emancipation proclamation,'' 
Messrs. E. C. Robinson and J. Frank 
Blagbum. 

"The act of free speech," Mrs. R. E. 
Patten. 

"The economic emancipation," Mr. 
Wade McCree. 

"The World War has been one of the 
world's greatest emancipation acts," 
Jidd Cruise. 

"The freeing of the slaves," Atty. 
James B. Morris. 

"The freedom of religion," Dr. Wil
lis. 

"Prohibition for it keeps wives and 
children of drunkards from suffering 
from lack of food, clothing and shelter," 
—An experienced one. 

'' Christian religion and its protection 
by the constitution of the U. S. A.''—A. 

J. Branham. 
The Birth of Christ, I>. L. Green. 
Speaking impromptu I believe the 

French revolution occasioned the great
est emancipation in the world. The age 
long power of kings was broken, govern
ment passed into the hands of the peo
ple, the mind of man was set free, and 
a world wide influence for freedom, 
equality and the rights of all men was 
begun, which has reached all classes and 
will go on through the years.—Rev. T. L. 
Griffith. 

Speaking from a racial standpoint, I 
consider the participation of the Negro 
in the late great war, and by that I mean 
the large army of workers and contribu
tors who remained at home and perform
ed the necessary duties as well as the 
nearly half million men who were in mil
itary service, as the greatest event since 
the issuance of the Emancipation Procla
mation by Abraham Lincoln transcend
ing in importance the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
Louisville Segregation Case. 

ELBERT R. HALL, Postmaster, 
Iowa State House Postoffice. 

xvEV. GRIFFITH. 

Rev. W. II. Griffin, D. D. pastor of the 
New St. Paul's A, M. E. church at 
Twelfth and Crocker streets, who with 
his accomplished "wife and family re
cently removed to his present charge 
from Chicago where he successfully pas-
tored Hyde Park church for nine years 
during which time he built and paid for 
one of the most modern church edifices 
in that metropolitan city. 

Dr. Griffin is known as one of the 
best financiers of the A. M. E. connec
tion and in recognition of his ability 
along this line was Chosen by the judge 
of the bankruptcy court out of all the 
busness and-professional men in Chicago 
to be the receiver of the Hunter Bank 
and Trust Co., which recently failed in 
that city; and is the only NegrcT in 
America ever so honored so far as we 
have been able to learn. 

While he has been in Des Moines only 
about two months, he has already under 
way a financial rally out of the pro
ceeds of which he expects to pay off the 
remaining tweney-fivo thousand dollars 

COMMEMORATE BIRTHDAY OF 
THE LATE MADAM C. J. WALKER 

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 23.—The en
tire plant of the Madam C. J. Walker 
Manufacturing company at Indianapo
lis, Ind., was closed Thursday, Dec. 23 
in silent commemoration of the fifty-
third birthday of their founder, tho 
late Madam C. J. Walker. Walker 
agents and Walker unions throughout 
the land reverenced that day by sus
pending business, conducting memorial 
services and thanking heaven that so 
noble a woman had lived. Employees 
and agents of this worthy race enter
prise and the largest of its kind in the 
world, are continuously impressed with 
the consciencious efforts of Madam 
Walker and urged so far as possible to 
emulate,her noble life. 

Though stopped are her activities 
here on earth, her example and precepts 
still live and her good deeds stand out 
as milestones in our racial development. 

LYNCH ARKANSAS NEGRO 
AFTER STREET PARADE 

Mob Takes from Jail Slayer of Police
man Who Raided Dice Game. 

Jonesboro, Ark., Dec. 28. — Wade 
Thomas, a Negro who last night shot 
and killed Elmer Ragland, a policeman, 
in a raid on a dice game here, was tak
en from the jail here tonight by a mob 
of about 400 citizens. 

After being paraded through the busi
ness streets of the town lie was hanged 
to a telegraph pole near the scene of 
his crime. 

of indebtedness upon the local church on 
or before April 1, 1921. 

On Monday evening, Dec. 20 he held 
his first quarterly conference and tho 
reports of the various boards and auxil
iaries ran far in excess of those of any 
previous quarter in the history of the 
church. 

Dr. Griffith is also a splendid speaker 
and has been selected by the committee 
of the National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People to deliver 
the'principal address at their annual 
emancipation meeting which will be held 

! in St. Paul's Auditorium Saturday eve
ning, Jan. 1. 

Emancipation Program 
under aupices 

National Asso. For Advacement of Colored 
People 

St. Paul's A.n.E. Church 
Saturday Jan. 1st 5 P. M. "Eveiubodij Welcome 

Good Music Good Speaking Admission Free 
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in the meaning of the naturalization 
statue, which limits applicants for citi
zenship to all free persons of the white 

Boston, M&ss.—Boston has beeii shak
en by the declaration of the Rev. Walter 
D. McClane, pastor of the St, Bartho-

at no timo was there a dull moment dur
ing the entire evening. The greater 
part of the speech-making was given 
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