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PENROSE FOR NEGRO 
Ooppose Negro As Register Of 

*  v * .  \  

NEGRO BRANDED BY 
KLUKLUXKLAN 

Dallas, Texas, April 2.—Although state and federal authorities 
liad made no move tonight to formally investigate whipping and brand
ing of Alex Johnson, Negro, with the letters "K. K. K." by fifteen 
masked men, City Detective Chief Gunning said that if a complaint 
and evidence were furnished him he would place the case before the 
county grand jury. . „ . 

Johnson was spirited to a secluded wooded spot in Dallas county 
last midnight, tried according to the ceremony of the Ku Klux Klan in 
post-civil war times, and was alleged to have confessed intimacy with 
a white woman. ... ... 

Chances that formal action will be taken to learn identity of the 
alleged Klansmen were regarded as slim tonight, sfe no one could be 
found to make a formal complaint. The Negro was said to have left 
town after he was dumped out of an automobile in front of a down town 
hotel, the symbols of the Ku Klux Klan branded on his forehead with 
acid and his back bleeding with blacksnake lashes. ^ 

Between 25 and 30 lashes were applied to Johnson s naked back 
and later, beaten and bleeding, the letters "K. K. K." on his forehead 
as a "warning to other Negroes not to associate with white women, 
he was turned loose upon the steps of the fashionable hotel where his 
alleged offense was committed and commanded to tell other Negro em
p l o y e s  t h e r e  h i s  f a t e .  .  ,  ,  . . .  ,  ^  „  

With the "solemn" fifteen standing m a circle about him, he was 
made to take oath he would never associate with another white woman. 
He was given he choice between this oath and death. 

The "trial" was conducted by men in white masks—all were pros
perously dressed. 

Newspaper reporters, kidnaped by a ruse and taken to the scene 
of "court" to write the story for the world, and commanded to chron
icle faithfully what you see and hear, that all may be warned, wit
nessed the.affair, using a fallen log as a "press table. ^ 

.  " T r i a l "  was held under a great elm tree, the courtroom lighted, 
only by the dim flare of a flashlight which played upon the scared face 

^Th^whid rustling leaves was the only sound that sometimes made 
the Negro's frightened, almost inaudible answers unintelligible. 

After dumping him out at the hotel today, they disbanded as mys-

tGn0JohnSn!ht^e NegS^ tried, whipped and branded, was recently ar
rested in a white woman's room in the hotel. A charge of vagrancy 
was filed against him, and he had been released on bond only a few 
hours before he was seized by the masked clansmen. 

WashingtoL Clerks 
Protest Against 
Reported Teas. 

Appointment 
Washington, April 2.—Members 

of congress today received copies 
of a petition addressed to Mrs. Vir
ginia White Speel, chairman of the 
National Woman's Republican 
Committee of the District of Co
lumbia, and signed by 508 white 
women employed in the office of 
the treasury, opposing appoint
ment of a Negro as register. 

"We have been definitely in
formed," the signers of the peti
tion declare, "that the appoint
ment of a colored man as register 
of the treasury is bomg considered. 
The register's office is now very 
large and is doing responsible 
work. Its personnel consists of 
more than 900 clerks, mostly ex-
service men and white women, who 
are dependent upon their income 
for support. For a Negro to have 
jurisdiction over these clerks would 
be intolerable. 

"It is true that colored men. 
have served as registers of the 
treasury, but out of the twenty-

Equal Right Bill to be 
Ably Supffored 

Washington, March 28.—Sena
tor Penrose today, assured a delega
tion from Philadelphia that he 
favored an equal rights bill pend
ing in the Pennsylvania legisla
ture, of which Representative As 
bury, a Negro member of the gen
eral assembly, is the author. 

"I see no reason, why the colored 
man and colored woman should not 
be able to obtain a cup of coffee at 
Childs if they want to," said Sen
ator Penrose, "or for what matter 
go to hotels, cafes, restaurants or 
other public places frequented by 
white persons. 

"The time has long since passed 
when there should be any discrimi
nation or repression toward our 
colored citizens. They Are entitled 
to their rights as citizens under the 
constitution and I believe that they 
are entitled to full commercial and 
political freedom ot action, especial
ly in regard to the public accommo
dations and utilities.'' 

Senator Penrose said that he had 
assured his visitors that he would 
use his influence to get the equal 
rights bill passed in the Pennsyl
vania legislature. 

'' I am glad to be able to use what 
two registers only four have been influence I possess at Harrisburg, 
Negroes. At no time when this he concluded, "to secure the pas-
office was under the supervision of sage of the Equal Rights bill, which 

Negro Murder Trial To Begin 
* Monday. Georgia Crand Jury 

Indicts Both Planter Williams 
and Negro Maning. 
Montincello, Ga., Newton and Jasper counties are now ma. clash 

as to which county shall first try John S. Williams and Clyde Ma^^' 
Negro on charges of murder, following the recovery of eleven bodies, 
five buried, three in the Yellow river and three in the Alcovy river. 

' • - ~ • in Newton county, has indicated 

a Negro did the personnel consist 
of more than nineteen clerks and 
one messenger." > 

The petitioners, whose homes as 
given include thirty-five states, in 
a letter to members of congress, en
closing the petition declared: 

"This petition does not ^ome 
from any political faction, nor 
was it instituted by southern preju
dice. Northerns, southerns, east
erners, westerns, democrats and 
republicans alike have set their 
signatures thereto. 

"In times of war it was thought 
inadvisable to put Negro officers 
in charge of white troops. In times 
of peace it would certainly be in
expedient to give Negroes jurisdic
tion over white citizens. 

The Grand Jury at Covington, .. 
both men on the charge of murder, and now comes an announcement 

nia/u +v«vrA nri Monday. Three bodies were found 
Monticello is anxious to clear in the Yellow river in Newton county. 

her name with the people ol this country and henee ̂ ts the trial here. 

m 

Sis of^teper countftoday toot step* to establish a precedent 
tus sfction whenP signatures were attached to a for. the im-

mediate organization of a law and order league. The petition is m 
hands of F. L. Penn, editor of the Monticello News. It reads. 

"Ve the undersigned citizens of Jasper county, hereby pledge 
ourselves 'to support all laws, both state and federal, and further agree 
to co-operate with our grand juries and court officials m suppressing 
any lawlessness that may appear m Jasper county. Williams 

tw Tulins Hulon and Leroy Williams, sons of John b. Williams, 
wele Vmd^ «i ™leged plot to array the white people against the 
Neeroes in Jasper county and Newton county in an effort to sway pub
lic Smentinfavor of their fathers, as charged ty a white man be
fore the Newton county grand jury, is considered absurd by citizens of 

'hi8 According to Newton county officials, this white man, now being 

îflTb»jdn Min 53S1S 
U Sundafnight°wM wE^riginated by thenL 

Manning Was closely questioned, it is stated, about the boys, and 
he failed^o implicate them, while the evidence of every witness appear-
Lg before the loroner'a juries tended to exonerate them. 

URGE ANTL-LYNCHING LAW. 
Washington, D. 0., April 4.—Investi

gation by the department of justice of 
alleged Negro peonage in Georgia and 
other sections of the south was urged 
upon President Harding today by Jas. 
W. Johnson, secretary of the Tfatignal 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. Johnson also asked 
that the president, recommend anti-
lynchirig legislation to congress. 

The Les-Douze-Fleur-De-Lys club 
was organized at Community Center 
Tuesday night by twelve girls. Presi
dent Miss Adele Banks; secretary, Miss 
Loraine Mann; treasurer, Miss Minnie 
Jones. 

has been hanging fire too long. I 
am glad to assist the men and wo
men of thp colored race to remove 
the inequality and.discriminatio> 
to whicn they are now subjected. 

Gov. Of Kentucky Re
fuses to Reinstate Jail
er, charged wit Neg
lect of Duty 

(Bty The Associated Negro Press5 ) 
Frankfort, Ky., March HI.—De

claring that a jailer should protect 
a prisoner In his custody with the 
last ounce of strength and with all 
his courage and watchfulness, Gov
ernor Edwin P. Morrow last Wed
nesday, refused to reinstate John 
H. Edger, jailer of Woodford coun
ty, when he removed from office 
because he was alleged to have per
mitted a mob to take Richard 
James, a Negro, from jail and lynch 
him March 12. 

"It is the duty of a jailer," said 
Governor Morrow, '' to resist a mob 
until he is beaten into insensibility 
or killed. Accepting Edgar's own 
statements as facts in the case he 
did nothing to defend the prisoner, 

Alabama Representative 
Holds Senator's Pro
posed Negro Equality 
Law Violates Con
stitution 

"Washington, April 2.—Represen
tative John R. Yyson of Alabama, 
a former chief justice of the 
Supreme court of that state, joined 
today in protests against Senator 
Penrose's declaration for Negro 
equality and its enforcement in 
Pennsylvania by a criminal code. 
Southern newspapers have been 
filled with editorials attacking Mr. 
Penrose's petition. 

Mr. Penrose asserted that Ne
groes should be accorded "in ho
tels, cafes, restaurants, educational 
institutions and amusement^ thjp 
same rights and privileges as 
whites," and these rights should 
be secured and enforced by legis
lation providing penalties for their 
denial. Following his declaration 
the lower house of the Pennsyl
vania legislature passed an equal 
rights bill. 

• "Proprietors of hotels, cafes, 
restaurants and amusements 
placee/' said Mr. Tyson, "havq 
property rights which are pro
tected by not only the constitution 
of the several states, but by the con
stitution of the United States. To 
deny to them the right to exclude 
such persons as may be offensive 
to their patrons to the end of im
pairing their business is a denial to 
them of property rights secured to 
them by the several institutions 
mentioned. 

"The Negro has no right to be 
accoMed the privilege of becoming 
an unwelcome guest in hotels, 
cafes, restaurants and places of 
amusement established and main
tained for the whites exclusively. 
To refuse him such rights is not a 
denial to him of "equal rights," as 
asserted by Senator Penrose, but iff 
in full accord with constitutional 
guarantees, and has been so held, 
in substance by the Supreme court 
of the United States. 

Trotter Speaks In Des Moines 
s Moines, April 3.—^Vith- frank, scholarly and matchless eloque 

, / 

Des Moines, April 3.—With- frank, scholarly and matchless eloquence Mr. 
Trotter exposes conditions existing in Iowa and country at large more than say *4 
orator that has been hero recently. He chastised the people of this section, to ^ 
stop talking about the conditions in the south for they almabt have the SUM 
in Iowa. He stated that the Negro of Iowa is being robbed of hie rights 
don't seem to realize it. Ho admonished them to get things right at home 
then go abroad, 

He said that the Negro of Iowa is letting his rights slip away from 
without a protect—the very things that the constitutions of Iowa gives to ti""1! 
is being taken from them right in their face and they don't seem to take kee4 
and attempt to put a stop to it. 

Trotter maJe a strong appeal to his people to fight for the things tha 
boys fought and died for on the bloody fields of Flanders. He said that ,t no 
class should be the ruling sovereign of another and then tell the world 
they have real democracy. He emprasized t}iat Christianity was the great 
teacher of democracy and democracy that does not have Christianity as ita 
guide is a myth. He styled the recent unearthing of dead bodies in Georgia 
a disgrace on the whole country. 

Trotter told of many instances in which he had been denied the right to 
eat at various restaurants in this state because lie was colored. He states that 
some whites would eat from the plate that a dog had lapped from then 
come right out and tell a hungry, intelligent colored person that .they would 
not care to eat from the plate that a Negro had eaten from. He said they ac|wia 

to forget that God made the colored man and he alone had to do with his color 
and in discriminating against the works of him that made us all. He told of 
how Germans—the people that tried to rob the world of liberty being (emd 
by the white man at his eating places. While the colored men who have helped 
to make and preserve this country are deprived of almost 90 per cent of 
rights. 

Mrs. Laurence C. Jones "f; 
Tours Mississippi In 

Interest Of Club Work 

SELECT JURY TO TRY 
OWNER OF SLAVE FARM 

Covingtongton, Ga., April 5. A jury 
to try John 8. Williams, Jasper county 
farmer, on a charge of the murder of 
one of the eleven Negroes alleged to 
have been killed on his plantation in 
an effort to hide peonage practices was 
completed today in the Superior court 
here and the taking of testimony will 
begin tomorrow.. Seven farmers, two 
merchants, a clerk, a barber, .and a 
drueeist were finally sworn to try 
east after an all day struggle between 
counsel. 

FIND RAILROAD PORTER IS 
IiEPROUS; TO BE ISOOATED 

Boston, Masftf, April 5.—A Negro 
porter who sought treatment of. a local 
nhvsieian was declared a leper today 
and isolated, pending his removel to 
the federal leprosarium in Louisiana. 

DES MOINES NEGRO BUSINESS 
LEAGUE TO DISCUSS THE 

GROCERY PROBLEM 
The special feature of the monthly 

meeting to be held at the Community 
Center will be a round table talk of 
the ways and means to make the gro
cery business a success. 

The meeting Trill be lead by E. T. 
Blagburn and followed by Chas. 
Cousin, L, L. Bowles, J. J. Grear, ^r* 
Green arid manager of The Cranshaw 
Grocery store. Aside from these other 
members of the league will express 
their ideas on how to make the grocery 
business a success. 

The Business League is progressing 
wonderfully. The executive board 
meets every Friday noon and discussed 
current issue of the day for the bene
fit of the colored people of* this city. 

Every one is invited to attend the 
regular meeting and partake in these 
discussions. 
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OPPORTUNITY-HOW TO USE IT 
Ask 

(By E. O. Robinson.) 
Opportunity is but a doughnut with the rim in some-one's stomach, 

any man who has made good and he will tell you that opportunity is but a date 
on a calendar—a time when an individual woke up. Opportunity is a possible 

chance while work with opportunity is a probable chance. • 
If I should say to you that you had already done the biggest thing possible 

for you to do, that from now on you would begin to decline, that your achieve
ments would never again reach the high water mark you have already registered, 
you would feel insulted. • 

And you would be right my friend. 
you haven't put forth your biggest effort. There is wmething in^you ^ 
you that you haven't yet measured up to the level%of your highest gift, that yo 
have not yet brought out the giant m you. 

But what are you'waiting for? Opportunity? 

asked for no help and demanded 
no assistance." 

Edgar admitted, while being ex
amined at his hearing today for re
instatement, that he had made no 
outorv or call for assistance when 
the mob came to his house for the 
keys to the jail, as he said he did 
not wish to be killed or have mem
bers of his family killed in protect
ing a prisoner, 

" m m w 
m 
m 

m 
w 
w No one knows better than you do that 

Opportunity is as useless as 
monkey fat, as hopeless without work as trying to stop up a rat hole with com
mon cheese. The man who depends on an opportunity alone, the fellow who re
fuses to work with an opportunity is as useless on earth as a buttonhole withou 
a button The man who sits down and says he is waiting for an opportunity to 
turn up is as unwelcome in society as a looking glass to woman who has just re
covered from a severe case of smallpox. _ , o 

Whv don't you begin to do the big things you dreapied of domg some day 
Aren't you about tired of letting that little fellow in you, that mediocre man 
tret vour living for you? That vision which grips your heart, my friend, that 
longfng of yo.fr soul to do something worthwhile, that dream of high achieve
ment which haunts your imagination, is not a mere fancy, a whmsical unreality, 
it is the prophecy of the big things you can do if you get your higher self to 

W°r\fon,t'picture your defects, but say to yourself," I will bring out that pos-
sible me this year: I will put the giant in me to work and will realize my vision. 
I will be what I can be.' 
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TOUR MRS. LAURENCE O. JONES, 
STATE PRESIDENT MISSISSIPPI 
STATE FEDERATION OF COL

O R E D  W O M E N ' S  C L U B S  
THROUGH SOUTH MISSIS
SIPPI IN THE . INTEREST 

OP CO.UB WORK. 

From Columbia. I journeyed westward 
to MaComb City, and here again organ
ized another Parent Teacher associa
tion, which is working for a new school 
building. 

From MaComb City I went to Hat-
tiesburg, where I found a very interest
ing Mother's club with such ladies as 
Mrs. Yound, Mrs. Randall, Mrs. Hall 
and others, and found they had raised 
some $600 for a new school building, 
and through their untiring efforts the 
school board has already granted them 
a new school building. 

From Hattiesl>urg I went to another 
small place caUed Palmers crossing^ 
where I found one of the most enthu
siastic Mother's clubs in a rural com
munity that I liave found anywhere. 
These women though few in number 
had raised over $400.00 for a new Ros-
enwald school bnilding of three rooms, 
which they expect to erect this sum
mer, and that same afternoon, they 
paid their state dues so that they might 
become afiiiliatcd with our association 
of the state. 

From Palmers Crossing, I journeyed 
to Laurel, Mississippi, where I met a 
very enthusiastic audience assembled 
at the First Baptist church through the 
efforts of the Community Improvement 
ciub. I round Mrs. Gavin the wife of 
the principal of the school the leading 
spirit in the club work here. They had 
a good membership and were making 
plans for some very necessary school im
provements and also civic development. 

After leaving Laurel I visited Ellis-
ville, where there is perhaps a thousand 
or so of our people, and where I found 
them entirely unacquainted with club 
work, but eager and anxious to know 
something about it, and so I was able 
to organize a Mother's club hero which 
hopes to co-ojerate with the school and 
the home. 

From Ellisville I went to Collins 
where I again found a lack of club 
knowledge, but aroused the people to 
the extent of organizing a Parent-
Teacher association, which expects to 
equip their new Rosenwald school build
ing with the manual training and com
plete domestic science department. 

From Collins I journeyed to Sumrall, 
where I found a very nice little Moth
er 's club which, is anxious to move the 

idian, 
ce set 

school which isbeing taught at present 
in tvMfcvof the churches there into A 
$5,00(WBew school buifding, -wMeh they 
are making every effort to build and for 
which they have already raised a con
siderable portion of this amount, and 
the president is a very energetic littlo 
lady, in the person of Mrs. Harry. 

It was a few hours ride to the city of 
Brookhaven, where I found that they 
had once tried to have a Mother's club 
some five or six years ago, but jnst like 
these activities in many places died 
down, so this has died likewise, how
ever, I was able to get the ladies to
gether, revive and start them out with 
a new organization. 

From Brookhaven > visited Meric 
and here I found very wide awake 
of club ladies, although they have never 
been affliated with the state federation. 
I found the A. M.„A. club of ladies un
der the splendid leadership of Mrs. A. 
M. Smith supporting two scholarsflvps 
for young ladies at Tdugaloo college 
this state, were also paying the expense 
of one of their townsmen Mr. McDowell 
who is a missionary in Angolia, Africa, 
and that they are also at present 6n-
gaged in raising funds for the erection 
of a monument to a Mrs. H. I. Miller, a 
northern white woman who had conse
crated her life to missionary work to 
our people in the city of Meridian. 

This same club of ladies after I had 
met them established a branch library 
committee In their club for the soul 
purpose of raising funds to supply and 
beautify their $10,000.00 Carnegie 
library for colored people with more 
volumes of books. I am sure that 
Meridian is the only city or town in the 
whole state of Mississippi which can 
boast of a beautiful Carnegie library 
for colored people, presided over by an 
intelligent young woman, Miss Helen 
Strayliorn, and it is to the credit 
ol' these ladies that they are also work
ing in co-operation with this very neces
sary adjunct to our literary develop
ment. 

I also met the teachers of the fifth 
congressional district, where many of 
whom promised me that when they re
turned to their various rural communi
ties they would also establish Mother's 
clubs in connection with their various 
S( hools. 

From Meridian I journeyed southwest 
to the little mill town of Liumberton, 
and here I met a most wonderful spirit. 
I found that our people were organized, 
and that in connection with the Moth
er 's club there a very enterprising lady 
and the principal of the school Prof. 
T. A. Easterling had succeeded in rais-

Continued on Page 4 
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Important 
To Oar Subscribers, Advertisers and 
Readers of 'The Bystander" you can help 
us give all business matters prompt atten
tion by addressing all communications 
directly to: • ^ 

"The Bystander Publishing Co 
201 7th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 
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