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MONDAY, APRIL 18,1921. 

'ROLL' BREWER 
DROPS DEAD 

• i 

Aged Pioneer Settler of 
Webster City Falls 

Dead in Home of 
Apoplexy. 

CAME HERE IN 1850 

Had Lived in This Commun­
ity Longer Than any 

Other Man. 

1>. Ii. Brewer, known in Webster ( Vy 
for :i good many years as "Uoll" Brew­
er, drojjped dead in his home Satur­
day afternoon at 4 o'clock of apoplexy. 
He- had been in poor health for some 
(ime. lint had been up and about all 
ll.e time and his passing came unex­
pectedly and as a shock to relatives and 
friends. 

The funeral was held this afternoon 
from the home at ll.'tl James street, 
conducted by Itev. Malison 12. Miller. 
Mr. Brewer was past K(> years of age, 
living been born Oct. 20, ISM, in the 
state of Indiana. 

Came Here in 1850. 
Benjamin R. Brewer came to Hamil­

ton county with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilson Brewer, in 1S50 and the 
fi. mily located near the present site of 
Stratford, later called Hook's I'oint. 
They came from Indiana with an ox 
team and covered wagon and never 
ciussed a railroad in the entire trip. 
After living near Hook's I'oint for a 
year the family removed to what was 
for many years known as the Kyer 
f.mn, just southeast of what is now 
Webster City and what was later a 
p:.rt of Webster City. A year or two 
later the family removed to a cliim a 
little nearer to the present site of Web­
ster City and built a cabin on the north 
bank of Brewer creek,near the bridge 

"on Superior street. 
At the time of his death Mr. Brewer 

had lived longer ill Webster City and 
vicinity than any other man. having 
inmi' here with his parents in 1S51 and 
having lived here and in this section of 
country for seventy years. IUs sister. 
Mrs. Thomas Bonebriglit, who survives 
him, alone equals his record of long 
residence and still lives in this city on 

part of the homestead her father en­
tered along in 1852. 

Saw Town Start. 
Mr. Brewer witnessed the building of 

Webster City from the time the first 
house was erected to the present. When 
iiie family located on what was later 
known as the Kyer fann there was not 
another family in this vicinity. There 
was not a fence, a road or any kind of 
improvement, the landscape being ex-

^ actly as it had been for tiges. 
A span of seventy years is a long time 

in the history of Webster City. In fact 
it has witnessed every improvement 
made here. The hardy pioneers who 
came to this part of Iowa in the fifties 
endured all the hardships incident to 
the oi>ening up of a new country and 
they laid the broad foundations for tlie 
present civilization and prosperity. 
The present generation knows nothing 
of what they encountered and over­
came. the trials that beset them and the 
fortitude with which they met and con­
quered all obstacles. 

The deceased lived here continuously 
except during his service in the Civil 
war. Shortly before his departure for 
i he front he was married to Jane 
Frakes, daughter of Patrick Frakes. a 
neighbor pioneer. Before his return 
from the war his wife died, leaving an 
iiifant daughter, now Mrs. Jennie Car-
michaei, of Clarion. Later lie married 
Betsey Frakes. who also died leaving 
a daughter six weeks old, now Mrs. 
Margaret House, of Harlingen, Texas. 
Ilis third wife. Judith Stone-Brewer, 
bore him three children, Charles of Ka ti­
nts City, Fred, deceased, and Annettn 
Bell, of this city, who was but two 
weeks' old r.t her mother's death. To 
Ms last marriage with Ellen O'Rourke. 
new deceased, one son was bom, Frank, 
v ho resided with his father at liis 
death. 

Iioll Brewer served in the Kith Iowa 
regiment under Captain Williams. The 
time covered only about a year hut was 
strenuous and picturesque as he was 
engaged at Nashville and accompanied 
Slieinan on his march to the Sea and 
less destructive raids. At the close of 
hostilities he received his discharge, 
and for several years has drawn a pen­
sion. 

His passing leaves but one of the 
original voters who elected our first 
county oilieers after the division of 
Hamilton and Webster counties. All 
i.ow are gone except J. D. Sketchley. 

During the early years of his rosi-
c.ence here, "Roll" hunted and trapiwd 
over almost every foot of what is Ilani-
i'ton county, and as the herds of big 
game diminished in size he covered 
Boone. Wright, Webster and Humboldt 
counties. He was an expert marksman 
and lias killed dozens of deer on the 
site of our present city: a favorite 
hi:nnt of deer being the ravine which 
llanks his home and the bottom lands 

along the liver. The numbers of 
wolves, wildcats, rattlesnakes and other 
dangerous varmints killed by him easi­
ly ran into the hundreds. 

He was a student of nature instead 
ot books. lie knew the habits and 
haunts of wild beasts and their trails 
liiid tracks. He knew the feeding-places 
of wild-fowl and the nesting places of 
wood-songsters. He knew the bird's 
love twitter, the note of content or the 
-cream of fear, lie loved the forest 
!rc(s and ferns and native (lowers. He 
could take a B-line through the woods 
to a storehouse of wild honey, and the 
roof anil herb fields were familiar to 
him. As he studied animals he studied 
men and found them much the same. 
The instinct of animals and the intui­
tion of men is for protection, he declar­
ed, and if not gained by open conflict 
ti en by craft and cruelty. lie guessed 
the intent of a man as accurately as he 
predicted the spring of the panther and 
he gunged bis conduct accordingly. He 
was unacquainted with the inside walls 
of schools, bul lie was not unfamiliar 
with the ordinary processes of the 
human mind. He did not give snap 
judgment, hut given a premise and his 
conclusions were generally unerring 
they reached the mark as his bullets 
l it the target. 

On his initial trip to Homer, Roll 
llrewer. then a youth, lost his bearings 
for the first and last time. Thereafter 
hr made sue!) a thorough study of the 
surrounding topography that he became 
an accurate and valued guide for trav­
elers and newcomers wishing to locate 
land. He knew the natural fords, the 
location of springs and the well-stocked 
lisli ponds, and piloted the pioneers on 
reft, flat boat or in canoe as well as 
through woods .ictoss swamps or over 
prairies. 

Roll Brewer had the outlook and un-
('(rstanding of the pathfinder, and ad­
mitted in confidence that he should 
have followed the frontier instead of 
yielding to the inertia of nature and the 
cramping, dwarfing confines of civiliza­
tion. lie, ho\V( vi r. registered no com­
plaints and held no resentment. He 
p.-ssed tranquilly through the startling 
changes <f his more than four-score 
years. He kept his feet, firmly plant­
ed oil the ground and retained his men­
tal faculties until the moment of his 
d( 
his friendship enduring. He was quiet, 
unobsfrusive. unafraid. When the death 
of a father full of years calls from the 
l!ps of a grief-stricken son the cry— 
"He was a good father to me." the long 
life of struggle has not been in vain. 
S"cee:;s is achieved. 

FARM FtfitlRES 

State has Highest Priced 
Farm Land in the Na­

tion, Illinois Rank­
ing Second. 

LIVE STOCK VALUES 

Figures on Stock and Grain 
Covering Past 10 . 

Years. 

Iowa has tho highest priced farm 

land of any state in the nation, the av­

erage value per acre of tillable land 

being S22, occording to the report of 

the United States department of ag­

riculture. Illinois ranked second with 
an average value per acre of $157. 

This report shows that Iowa fann 
land has increased in value .$117.42 
per acre since 1010. when the average 
price was $82.58, and lias increased 
.$1per acre since 1000, the price 
per acre at that time being $30.35. 

At present there are 213,420 farms 
as compared with 217,044 in 1010 and 
228.022 in 1000. Of this number 121.-
SSS are now operated by owners, as 
compared with 134.020 in 1010 and 
14S.SS0 in 1000. The average number 
of acres in a fann now is 15G.S4. com­
pared with 150.3 in 1010. The total 
acreage in farm land is now 33.474,204, 
compared with 33,030,GSS acres in 1010. 
This is a decrease in acreage, but the 
total valuation of all farm property has 
increased from $1.S34,345,540 in 1000, 
nnd .$3,745,8(50,544 in 1010, to $8,325,-
2(10.001 at present. 

tion of .$C9,C93,21S. This is an increase 
in both number and price. Horses now 
are estimated to number 1,328.000 head 
with a total valuation of $107.oGS.000; 
compared with 1,492,220 bead and a 
valuation of $177,999,124 in 1010. 
Cattle at present number 4.221,000 head 
with a valuation of $177,97G,200, com­
pared with 4,448,000 with a valuation 
of ,$11S,804,130 in 1010. Sheep now 
number 048,000 head and are valued at 
.$0,541,200, compared with the 1010 
total number of 1,145,5-10 and valua­
tion of .$5,74S,S3G. The number of 
mules now is 71,000 and their value 
,$7,6GS,000, while in 1910 the number 
was 55,524 and their value ,$7,551,1SS. 
Mules are only class of farm product 
to show a decrease in value per unit. 

In 1011 the 0,850,000 acres planted 
to corn produced 305,350,000 bushels, 
while the crop last year was 473.80S.570 
bushels, from slightly more than 9,-
000,000 acres, and its value in 1920 
was more than .$500,000,000 compared 
with .$101,830,000 in 1911. 

Some Crop Figures. 
The 1020 wheat crop was 13,011.100 

bushels and it was valued at approxi­
mately .$45,000,000, compared with a 
yield of 10,622.000 bushels valued at 
.$9,348,000 in 1011. The increase in 
yield per acre was enormous, 15 
bushels being produced last year as 
compared with three bushels ten years 
ago. 

Oats also show a huge increase in 
yield per acre, the total lieing 239,-
8GG.000 bushels valued at $140,000,000, 
compared with a yield of 12G,225.000 
bushels valued at .$51,752,000 in 1911. 

The substance of all these figures 
is that while there has been a de­
crease in total farm acreage and a 
decrease in acreage devoted fo one 
crop or another in favor of other crops, 
the last 20 years has shown an ever 
growing intensity of fanning in the 
state with the application of improved 
methods and machinery. This is 
evidenced in the average yield per 

Mrs. Arthur Howell of Williams was 
shopping and visiting in the city Sat­
urday. 

W. M. Dowling went to Mt. Ayr 
Saturday on a few days' business 
trip. 

Willys Light farm lighting plants. Mrs. Hannah Tjernagel of Randall 
Sorenson Bros. Motor Co. 4-lld-f-jlmo was a Webster City visitor Saturday. 

Mrs. O. (J. Furman and Kenneth 
Furman of Jewell visited relatives in 
the city Saturday. 

Mrs. Oxvio Walker of Williams was 
visiting in the city Saturday. 

I 

These figures disclose that there has 
been a decrease in the number of farms,acre and in the average price per unit 
and iu the total acreage in farms during jas applied to all classes of farm lands, 
the past 20 years, a process which has'products and buildings, as it is not 
been less rapid during the past decade.! the less valuable dollar alone, nor yet 
But it. is also disclosed that, there lias!the changing conditions of supply and 
been an enormous increase in tho value I demand that are responsible for the 
of all farm property, both as a total iincreased valuations. 

. . .  .  a n d  a s  a v e r a g e s .  L i k e  c o m p a r i s o n s  i n  E v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  
' T"'.;! ' farm products and live stock give like j farm products is given in one fact 

results, showing that there lias\that there were 4,044 stallions and 
been a noticable decrease in quantities I jacks registered during 1920 by the 
and valuations. One cause of the do-1 Iowa department of agriculture, 
crease in total acreage in farm is given J Twenty years ago regisrations were 
as the growth of cities and towns, |numbered in hundreds.1 

which have spread out over territory During the' past 10 frertrs the value 
formerly given over to agriculture. iof corn increased about 200 per cent: 

Some Stock Figures. loats increased 186 per'cent; wheat 
As in the case of land and the 478 per cent; barley 21 per cent; rye 

total of farm property the prices of 300 per cent : and potatoes 04 per 

Memorial Trees. 
At a meeting of the Women's Aux­

iliary Saturday afternoon at the home 
of Mrs. A. X. Boeye. it was decided 
that they buy two memorial trees to 
be planted in the local cemetery in 
memory of those who lost their lives 
in service. The planting of the trees 
will be accompanied by appropriate 
ceremonies which will lie announced 
later. 

District Court Convenes. 
Court convened this afternoon at 

] -30 o'clock with Judge II. 12. Fry in 
charge. Fquity cases will be tried this 
week, and the petit jury will convene 
next Monday. 

The state case against Roy Fortune 
;.nd Herbert A. Bige will probably be 
tried the third week of this term of 
court. They are charged with larceny. 

New cases filed are Oliver Thompson 
vs. Martha Thompson, suit for parti­
tion : Farmers Savings bank of Stan­
hope vs. Henry Luebke. asking judg­
ment on note: nlso some ditch cases. 

Proud of Baby Showing. 
The Freeman-Journal was in error 

Saturday in stating that the baby 
which took the first prize at last 
year's state fair scored five points 
higher than little Robert Mitterling. 
son of Dr. and Mrs. E. S. Mitterling, of 
this city, who last week won the first 
prize and a silver loving cup in the 
contest conducted in Des Moines liy 
Younker Brus. and the Des Moines 
Capital. There was but a half point 
difference. In last week's competition 
a baby girl won the sweepstakes prize 
by just, a small margin over Robert. 
He is probably the most, perfect baby 
from Hamilton county ever exhibited 
in a contest and everybody is proud of 
the showing made. 

Miss Ella O'Xeil of Wililams was in 
the city Saturday. 

GLASSES 

For Indoor 

Workers 

Close application to indoor work 
strongly affects one's eyes. 
The slight eye strain of today—if not 
checked—means the serious visual 
trouble of tomorrow. 
The Wearing of glasses is restful in 
results and assures a satisfaction in­
expressible. 

We have the glasses 

/. L. PENTZER 
OPTOMETRIST 

live stock have increased most rapidly cent. The total value of all crops in-
during the past 10 years. Swine of all creased 187.8 per cent1 in the same 
ages are estimated to number 9,510.000 (period. 
on Iowa farms at present, and their 
total value is .$137,805,000; and in 19101 Miss Pearl Holt of Ellsworth was 
the number was 7.54.1,853, with a valua- in the city Saturday. 

Clearance Sale 

Trimmed Hats 
Hats that were marked 

$SM, $7 JO, $10.00 Only 

$4.00 
We have taken these from 

stock and reduced them to this 
price so you will be sure to get 
the values. 

Untrimmed shapes—black and 
colors $1.00. 
Milan Hemps, Liseres and Milans 

Large Full Wreaths $1.00. 
All Unusual Values 

Shipley - Black Co. 

Some FACTS About 

T H E  U N I V E R S A L  C A R  

Here are authentic figures from the Ford factory at Detroit. 
They show you just how many Ford cars and trucks have been 
built each month since January 1,1921 and how many have been 
sold to retail customers, in the United States. 

JANUARY 
FEBRUARY 
MARCH 

Produced 

29,883 
35,305 
61,886 

Delivered (o 
Retail Customers 

57,208 
63,603 
87.221 

Total Production 127,074 Total Retail Sales 208,032 
showing that actual sales for the first three months of 1921 exceed­
ed production by 80,958 Ford cars and trucks! 

April requisitions already specify 107,719 additional cars and 
trucks and the estimated April output of the factory and assembly 
plants combined calls for only 90,000!" 

These facts clearly show that the demand for Ford products 
is growing much faster than manufacturing facilities to produce 
and were it not for the dealers' limited stocks, which are now 
being rapidly depleted, many more customers would have been 
compelled to wait for their cars. It will be only a matter of 
weeks, therefore, until a big surplus of orders will prevent any­
thing like prompt deliveries. 

If you would be sure of having your Ford car or truck when 
you want it, you should place your order now. Don't delay. Phone 
us or drop us a card. 

SNYDER-KAYSER COMPANY 
Ford Authorized Sales and Service 

Webster City, Iowa . Dows, Iowa 

«ufi I 

We were greatly pleased today when the expressman 
brought us 

50 New Wrappy 

COATS 
and we know if you could see them you would be just as 
pleased. They are beauties in every sense of the word. 

These wraps go in stock fcr tomorrow selling, none priced 
over 

$59.50 

this will be a season of 
i  , \  • 

Long Gloves 
Short sleeves are vogue and with them comes the 

demand for long gloves—We have to offer 

12 and 16 Button Gloves 
r torromow selling, none priceds of tan, gray, mouse, black and white 
at prices considerable lower than in the past. 

Groceteria Department 
C. & S. Seal Brand Coffee 1 lb. can 4G-

* pound ran 90:* 
C. & S. Golden Glow ('ofl'ee, 1 lb. pkg. lOe 
C. & S. Corona Coffee, 1 lb. pkg. 30c 

Monarch Coffee, 1 lb. pkg. 38c 

Farm House Coffee, I lb. pkg. 24c 

P. & G. Naphtha, liar__7c 10 bars for..63c 

Shipley-Black Company 
Trade Where You Do The Best 


