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WOMENVOTERS TO

HOLD GREAT MEET

THIAD ANNUAL CONVENTION I8
TO BE HELD IN BALTIMORE,
OPENING APRIL 20

ENTIRE CONTINENT INCLUDED

Their Sisters of Latin America Are

Invited to Melp In Discussion of
Topica of Especial Importance to
the Sex.

By EDWARD 8. CLARK

Washington —The Nutlonal Lengue
of Women Volers, which hns head
quarters In Washington, desires that
the publie shnll know about Its third
annunl conventlion which is te be held
in the eapital’s companion city, Baltl
more, M, and is 1o continue in ses
mlon for nine days. The conventlon
does nOl moet untll Aprell 20, hut s
all the eountries of South and Central
Amerien are to b represented the ar
mogements for the meeting are belng
made early

The blunt troth s that your corre
spondent personnlly has been asked
to write about this convention and is
the more willlng so to do becnuse the
Natlonal League of Women Voters |s
compomed of wetnen of the two great
politienl partles and of some smaller
partlies, and It does not seek 1o crenle
& womnn's party, prefereing the seem.
Ingly suner course of asking Ite men-
bers ta get Interested In poilties and
In legistnthom and to exercise thelr in
fluenee as actual vollng members of
any of the politienl partles whleh they
choose to Join

Both the Hepubliean and the Demo
eratle natlonal committees huve nsked
the women ta onter thelr respective
parties and te work and to vote for
such leglelntlon ax they may desire s
Republionns and Demoerats, and not
s members of a separnte group, Tt
seemn, therefore ta be the glin of the
National League of Women Voters to
Ox upon such legisintion as women
think it advisable to enact and then
O attemp! (o secure it by exercising
thelr Influence us veters within one or
the other of the great polltical parties

Subjects to Be Discussed.

The women have borrowed the word
“mngenda” from the State department
for use In outllolng the proceedings
of the coming couventlon which they
call “The Pan-Americun Conference
of Women.® In a genernl way the
couniry ean tell from the subjects for

whleh have been chosen
the chief things which are luteresting

of nll parties of the pres
. dny. There are to be what the
women oall round table conferences
on the following subjects, each discus
son to be under the charge of 8 wom-
an whose name s given as leader:

Child Welfure—In charge of Miss
Grace Abbott, chlef of the chilldren's
burean, Departinent of Labor, 11, 8 A,

Edncation—In charge of Miss Julin
Abbott, kindergarten division, buresy
of edueation, Department of lnterfor,
U K A

Women In Industry—In charge of
Miss Mary Anderson, chlef of the
womnn's buresw, Department of La-
bor, U, 8 A,

Preventlon of Traffie In Women—In
charge of Dir. Valerin Parker, execu
tive secretury of the Interdepartment-
al socind byglene board, U, 8. A,

Civil SBtatus of Women-—In charge
of Mrs. Mabel Willebrandt, assistant
attorney general, Depurtment of Jus
thee, U, 8§ A,

Politlenl  Status  of Women—In
charge of Mrs. Currle Chapman Catt,
president of the Internatlons! Wotnan
Buffrage alllnoes

Becretury of State Hughes, Seere
tary of Commerce Hoover and Dr. L.
8 Howe, director peneral of the Pan
Amerenn unlon, are cooperating with
the women In efforts to wmake the
conference a wuccess.  Iovitations te
the governments of Bouth and Central
American countries to send delegntes
to the conference have heen forwarded
by the State department through Its
diplomatic representatives In the re
publics of Latin America,

Agricultural Conference Called.

Invitations have been lssued (o ®
large number of American citizens te
become members of the conference op
agriculture which I8 to meet ln Wash
Ington the latter part of Junuary.

It is expected that at lesst 200 dele
gates  representing  agrieultursl  and
allled Industries, soch as packing, mill-
Ing nnd transportation, will be pres
ent.  The administration seemingly be
lleves that the couference will pro
duce results,

It Is definitely known, of course
that the administration, with the coun
try, has been worrled about agricul
tural conditions und the troubles which
have come to congress In its attempl
to adjust lvgisiation so that one gren)
Industry way be benelted without
working dmmnmge to other Industries
In brlef, It cun be sald that one ele
ment In congress thinks agriculture
asking toe moch and that woother
thinks It Is not ssking half of whet
It deserves

It the conference on agricultur
sball have the success of the confer
ence o unemploymest s meeting
probubly will be beld te have been L
every way worth while, When th
conference nssembles It Instantly wil
begin to exchunge views and to giw
conslderution to varlous lnes of pol

g It s belleved a leader of euck
¢/ the lndustriul groups which are K«

o hwere will have a policy o pre
went In bebulf of his group, This
menns  probably that there will be
vight or ten well defined polley pro-
Erueis nnd of course each one of them
will be glven due considerntion.
Congiess May Act en Resull

Out of these conferences, with &
die regurd for the compromising of
Hiferences, there probably will come
sowething constructive. It I8 expect
¢d that the President will take the
Fepurts of the conference and after |
consultation with the eablnet offfcers |
will submit to congress certaly recom: |
mwenddntions for legislation,

Congress has an lmmense amount
of work shesd of i, but as agricul- |
ture enters Into much of the work, |
It is not likely that It will take very |
long for the majority purty to dove
tall into propossd legislation the de
tulls of new policies, or, If peed be,
to put these policles luto the form of
uew and separate legislative acta

In many articles the trouble between |
the secnliod fnrimers’ bloc and the rep- |
resentatives of other nterests in con-
Eresa have been dwelt upon.  There
are troubles nnd they are ruther hard
onies, but no legisator can be found
In elther senate or bouse to deny that I
agriculture in the basis of welfare and
prosperity, In fact this world-old and
world-known  truth Is the strongest
buse for bellef that eventunlly agri-
colture will be glven many of the
things which It wsks, but It s not to be
tuken for grunted that 1t will be glven
those thilngs which some leaders de
mnnd,

So far us the coming conference s
copeernedd, It certalnly will give the
representatives of the varlous Indus
fries assembled a chance v get one
another's viewpoint, It also will have
6 lendency (o remove some of the frie
ton whilch has developed recently be |
tween the varfoos lnterests whose busl- |
ness lives are dependent one upon the
uther and yet which have been (n sotve |
matters In & stute of complete dis- |
Agreement,

Bird Sanctuaries Urped.

Uncle Sam wants the farmers of
the country to make bird sanctu- |
nries of thelr land, This Uncle of
ours  believes and says that  the |
Lirds  which are attracted will pay |
thelr host ten times over for his trou- |
ble In providing a weleome for them,

The Dwpartment of Agriculture has |
Just l=syed a bulletin Intended to en-
cournge the establishment of comma-
ity bind pefuges throughout the coul
iry on farwus, bird preserves and In
other places Some refuges of this
kind, the departinent reports, already
have been established, and In sowe |
cases therv has been great success In !
Inducing eolonles of game birds to be
come  resldents,

Concerning the value of the birds to
the agricultural loterests the govern-
ment department lo its most recent
bulletin sayws:

“Hardly an agricuitural pest escapes
the atincks of birds. The alfaife
weevll has 45 diferent bird enemibes;
the army worm, 43; billbugs, 67; Mi
ton boll weevll, 60; brown-tall moth, |
81; chestnut weevil, 04; chinch bugs,

24; clover-root borers, B3; clover
weevll, &5, coddiing moth, 38; cotton

worm, 41; cutworms, 98: forest tent |
caterplllar, 32 gypsy moth, 43 horse- |
flies, 48; leathoppers, 120; orchard |
tent caterplilars, 43; potato beetles,
20 rice weevll, 21; deventeen-year lo- |
cust, 88  twelve-spotted vufumlnr|
beetle, 28; white grubs, 67, and wire
worms. 168" ‘

How to Attract Birde. |

In order to bring the birds to ﬁll!
doorstep, and to the outlying acres, 1t |
I# only necessary to give them protec: |
thon, water, and In the oase of nm'
speciea of binds the housing facilities |
which they llke. It Is not necessary |
to provide nesting facilitles for most |
American  birds, provided there ml
trees and bushes in falr abundance on
the neres to which they are to be
made welcome.  There are birds, how- |
ever, which come tue more quickly If
houses are mude ready for them.
Among these house-bullding birds are
the purple martin, the white-bellled |
swallow, the house wren, the blue bird,
and on occoaslon some of the wood- |
peckers,

It was not known untll a few years
ago that woodpeckers would nest in
bird howses, They will do soe oconslon-
nlly, but the kingd of s house they pre-
fer ls one which has close resemblunce
1o the house which they would make
for themselves.  White-bellled swal-
lews will nest In any kind of & box |
pluced on the housetop or on tep of
u pole.  Unlike the purple wartins, |
they do pot like te bulld colonles, and |
s there should be one box for each
palr.  The house wrens will bulld o
unything which offers them protection
from the weather and from thelr nat-
ural enemies. A palr of house wrens
have been known to nest within the
kind of a hat Impertinently but lum&‘
what popularly known as a plug.

Birds lke water to deink and water
to bathe In, Shallow tin pans sunk |
in the turf to the level of the ground
are wuch to thelr liking.  These pans
should be  flled with  fresh water
each moming.  Some birds stay In tu|
North In winter, and If they are pro-|
vided with food they will become fa- |
millar and will do much In the way of
cheering up the dreary days of dark
and storm.

Clean Your Shoes

Alwnys clean your shoes well before
putting them sway, Wipe off every
particle of dust nod dirt and shine
them with a good blacklug If neces
sary. If you value the length of life
and good shupe of your footwear, by
wll menns use shoy trees.  They may
be purchused at any department store
for a small sum.  They ure especlully
viluable for keeplug low shoes o
shape

FARMERS' PROBLEMS
(Comiinwed froms Page Mx)

of the “serVITH @lirkes ThHil are un!
form, In good years and bad, with
high prices and low,

While, In the main, the farmer must
sell, regardiess of muarket conditions,
at the time of the muturity of crops,
he eannot suspend production in tote,
He must go on producing If he 1 to go
on lving, and If the world Is to exist
The mowt he can do s to curtall pro
duction a little or alter ita form, and
that —becnuse he 8 In the dark as to
the probable demand for his goode—
may be only (o Jump from the frying
pan Into the fire, tuking the consumer
with him,

Even the dairy farmera, whose ont
put s ot seasonal, compinin that they
find themselves ut 4 disadvantage In
the marketing of thelr preductions,
especinlly raw milk, because of the
hlgh costs of disribution, which they
must ultimately hear.

mn

Now that the farmers are silrring
thinking, and uniting as never before
to erndicate thess Inequalities, they
are subjected to stern economle lec
tures, and are met with the aceusstion
that they are demanding, and are the
reciplents of, specinl privileges. Let
o see what privileges the government
haa conferred on the farmera, Much
bas been mmde of Seetlon 8 of the
Clayton AntlTrust Act, which pur
ported to permit them to eombine with
Immunity, uvnder certaln  conditions
Admitting that, nominally, this ex.
emption was In the nature of a special
privilege —though | think it way so In
appearance rather than In fact—we
find that the courts have nullified It
by Judicial Interpretation. Why should
not the farmers be permitied to se
complish by co-operative methods what
other husinesses are already doing by
eo-aperation In the form of Incorpora-
tlon? 1If It be proper for men to form,
hy fusion of existing corporuticns or
otherwine, a corpemtion that controls
the entire prodoction of a commodity,
or a large part of It, why s It not
proper for & group of farmers to unite
for the marketing of thelr common
products, elther In one or In seversal
selling agencles? Why should It be
right for a hundred thousand corporate
shareholders to direct 25 or 30 or 40
per cent of an Industry, and wrong for
a hundred thousand coopemtive
farmers to control a no larger propor
tion of the wheat crop, or cotton, or
any other product?

The Depurtment of Agricultore Is
often goken of as a special concession
to the farmers, but In Its commercial
results, it Is of a® much benefit to the
huyers and consumers of agricultural
products as to the prodocers, or even
more, 1 4o not suppose that anyone
opposes the benefits that the farmers
derive from the educationsl and re
search work of the department, or the
help that it glves them In working out
lmproved cultural methods and pme
tices, In developing better ylelding va-

| reties through breeding and selection,

In Introducing néew varistiog from re
mote parts of the world and adapting
them to our elimate and economic con-
ditlon, and In devising practical meas
ures for the ellmination or control of
dangerous and destructive animal and
plant diseases, Insect pests, and the
Ike. All these things manifestly tend
to stimulate and enlarge production,
and thelr general bepeficial eMects are
obvlous,

It Is complained that, whereas the
law restricts Federal Reserve banks
to three months' time for commerclal
paper, the farmer s allowed six
months on his notea, This ls not a
special privilege, but merely such a
recognition of business conditlons as
makes it possible for country bunks
to do business with country people
The crop farmer has only one turn-
over an year, while the merchant and
manufacturer have many. Incidental-
Iy, 1 oote that the Federal Reserve
Board has just authorized the Fed-
ernl Reserve banks to discount export
paper for a period of six months, to
ediform to the pnture of the busl-
ness.

The Farm Loan banks are pointed
te an an Instance of special govern-
ment favor for farmers. Are they not
rather the outcome of laudable efforts
to equallze rural and wrban condl-
tlons? And about all the government
does there Ia to help set up an ad
ministrative organization and lend a
little credit at the start, Eventually
the farmers will provide all the capl-
tal and carry all the labilities them-
selven. It Is true that Farm Loan
bonds are tax exempt; but so are
bonds of municipal light and traction
plants, and pew housing ls to be ex-
empt from texation, s New York, for
ten years.

On the other hard, the farmer reads
of plans for municipal housing pro)-
ecta that run Into the billons, of hun-
dreds of milllons annuslly spent on
the merchant marine; he reads that
the rullways are belng favored with
Incrensed rates and virtual guarantles
of eurnings by the government, with
the result te hlw of an "nereased toll
on all that he sells and all that he
buys, He hears of many manifesta
tions of gerernmental concern for par-
tleulnr Industries and Interests. Res
culng the rallways from Insolvency is
undouptedly for the benefit of the
country as & whole, but what can be
of more general beneflt than encour
agement of ample production of the
principal necessarles of life and thelr
sven flow from contented producers to
watlsfied consumern?

While It may be conceded that
specinl governmental ald may be neec
essary In the general Interest, we must
all agree that 1t ls dificult 1o see why
agriculture and the production and dis
tribution of farm products are not me-
ecorded the same opportunities that are
provided for other businesses; eape-
clally as the enjoyment by the farmer
of such opportunities would appear to
be even more coatributory o the gen-

eral good than In the case of other
industriea  The spirit
democracy Ia unalterably opponed,

alike to enncted wpectal privilege and |
to the apecial privilege of unequal op-

pertunity that arises asutomatically |
from the failure 1o correct glaring

economic inequalitien. 1 am oppsed

to the Infection of government Inte

busloess, but 1 do belleve that It In an

esaentinl functlon of demoeratle gov.

ernment to equalize opportunity so

far as It Is within Ity power to do so,

whether by the repenl of archale

satutes or the enanctment of modern

ones,  If the antl-trust laws keep the

farmers from endeavoring sclientifically

to Integrate thelr (ndustry while other

Industries find a way to meet modern

conditiong without violnting snch stat.

utes, then It would seem reasonable

to Aind o way for the fariners to moeet

them under the snme conditions, The

Inw should spernte equally In fact, Re

palring the economic structure on one

side Is Do Injustice to the other slde,
whieh s In good repalr,

We have traveled a long way from
the old conception of government as
merely n defensive and policing ngeney ;
and regulative, corrective, or equalls-
Ing legislation, which apparently Is of
A special onture, Is ofteg of the most
generst henoficlnl consequences, Even
the First Congress passed a tarlff act
that was avowedly for the protection
of manufacturers; but a protective
tarlff alwnys has been defended an o
means of promoting the general good
through & particular approach; and
the statute books are filled with acts

for the benefit of shipping, commerce, |

and labor,

v

Now, what s the farmer asking?
Without trying to catalogue the re-
medinl measures that have been sug-
gested In his behalf, the principal pro-
posals that bear directly on the Im-
provement of his distributing and mar
keting relations may be summarized as
follows :—

First: storage warehouses for cot
ton, wool, and tobacco, and elevntors
for grain, of suMclent eapaclty to meet
the maxlmum demand on them at the
peak of the marketing period.  The
farmer thinks that either private capl
tal must furnish these facilities, or the
state must eérect and own the eleva
tors and warchouses,

Recond: welghing and grading of
agricultural produocts, and certification
therenf, to be done by Impartinl and
disinterested public Inspectors (this s
already accomplished to some extent
by the federal llcensing of welghers
and graders), te eliminate underpay-
Ing, overcharging, and unfalr grading,
und to facilitate the wtilization of the
stored products as the basis of credit.

Third: & certaloty of eredit suMclent
to enable the marketing of products
In an orderly manner,

Fourth: the Department of Agrienl-
ture should collect, tabulate, summa-
rize, and regularly and frequently pub.
(el wid distribute to the farmers, foll
Information from all the markets of
the world, so that they shall be as well
Informed of thelr selling position as
buyers now are of thelr buying posl-
tlon.

Fifth: freedom to Integrate the busi-
ness of agriculture by means of con
solldated selling agencles, eo-ordinat-
ing and co-operating In such way as to
put the farmer on an equal footing
with the large buyers of his produets,
and with commercial relations ln other
Industries,

When a business requires speclalized
mmlent, It has to buy It So will the
tarmers; and perhaps the best way for
them to get It would be te utllize some
of the present machinery of the larg
oSt established agencles deallng In
farmproducts. Of course, If he wishes,
the farmer may go further and engnge
In flour-miiling and other manufactures
of food products. In my oplinlon,
however, he would be wise to stop
short of that, Public Interest may be
opposed to all great Integrations: but,
In Justice, should they be forbldden to
the farmer and permitted to others?
The corporate form of assoclution can-
not now be wholly adapted to hig ob-
Jects and conditlons. The looser co
operative form seems more generally
sultable, Therefore, he wishes to be
free, If he finds it desirable and feas
Ible, to resort to co-operation with his
fellows and nelghbors, without run
ning afoul of the law, To urge that
the farmeérs should have the same lb.
erty to consolidate and co-ordinate
thelr pecullar economle functlons.
which other Industries In thelr flelds
enjoy, Is not, however, to concede that
any business Integration should have
legisiative sanction to exercise monop-
olistic power, The American people
are an firmly opposed to Industrial as
to political sutocracy, whether at-
tempted by rural or by urban Industry,

For lack of united effort the farmers
a8 u whole are still marketing thelr
crops by antiquated methods, or by no
methods at all, but they are surrounded
by a business world that has been
modernized to the last minute and Is
tirelessly striving for eficiency, This
efficiency Is due In large measure to
hig business, (o united business, to In
tegrated business, The furmers pow
seek the henefits of such lurgeness, un
lon and Integration,

The American farmer 1s a modern of
the moderns In the use of labor seving
mwachinery, and he has made vast
wirides In recent years In sclentific
lage and eMelent farm management
but us n business ln contact with other
bhusinesses aglredlture Is & “one horse
shay" In competition with high power
sutomoblles, The American farmer s
the greatest and most Intractable of
Individualists, While Industrial pro
duetion and all phases of the huge com-
mercial mechanlsm and lts myriad ae
cessories have articulated and co-ordl
nated themselves all the way from ost-
ural gpw matertals to retall sales, the
' of ugriculture has gone on In
n/uch the bue man fushion of the back
woods of the first part of the ulue

tesnth century. when the farmer was

of Amerlean |
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« 10 «ufivlent and Aid not depend upon,
vare yery much, what the great
world was delng.  The result In that
the agricultural group is almost as
much at a didadvaninge In deallng with
other economie groups as the Jny farm.
er of the funny pages In the hands of
sleek urban confldence men, who sell
him acreage In Central Park or the
Chieago city hall.  The lenders of the
farmers thoroughly onderstand this,
and they are Intelligently striving to
Integrate thelr Industry so that it will
be on an eqoal footing with other busl
neases,

As an example of Integration, take
the steel Industry, In which the model
o the United States Steel Corporntion,
with Its Iron mines, Its conl mines, Its
Inke and rail transportation, its ocenn
vessels, Its hy-produet coke ovens, Its
blast furnaces, its open hearth and
Btessomer furnace s, Ita rolling mills, Its
tube mills and other manufacturing
processes thut are earrled to the high
eut degrie of fiulshed prodaetion com
patible with the Iarge trade It has
bullt gp. Al this ls generally conced.
ed to be to the advantage of the con
sumer.  Nor does the steel corporution
Inconsiderately dump It products on
the market, On the eontrary, It 8o
acts that It |s frequently a stabllizing
influence, as I8 aften the cnse with oth.
er large organfzations, [t ls master of
Ite distribution as well as of Its pro-
duetlon, If prices are not satlsfactory
the products are held back or produc
tlon I8 reduced or suspended, It 1s not
compelled to send a year's work to the
market at one time and take whatever
It ean get under such clreumstances,
It has one selling polley and Its own
export department, Nelther are the
grades and qualities of steel determin.
od at the caprice of the bhuyer, nor does
the Iatter hold the scales, In this sin.
gle Integration of the steel corporation
In represented about 40 per cent of the
steel production of America. The rest
is mostly In the bands of a few large
companies. In ordinary times the
steel corporation, by example, stablllzes
all steel prices, If this la permissible
(It Is even desirable, becnuse stable
and falr prices are essentinl to solid
and continued prosperity) why would

‘It be wrong for the farmers to utilize

central agencles that would have siml-
Inr effects on agricultural products?
Something like that is what they are
alming at.

Some farmers favored by reglonal
compactness and contigulty, such ns the
citrus-frult-ralsers of Callfornla, al-
ready have found a way legally to
merge and sell thelr products Inte-
grally and In accordance with seasonal
und loeal demand, thus Improving
their position and rendering the con-
sumer a rellable service of ensured
quality, eertain supply, and reasonable
and relatively steady prices. They
have not found It pecessary to resort
to any special privilege, or to clalm
any exemption under the anti-trust
legislation of the state or natlon. With-
out removing local control, they have
bulit up a very efiicient marketing
agency. The graln, cotton, and to-
bacco farmers, and the producers of
hides and wool, because of their num-
bers and the vasiness of thelr reglons,
and for other reasons, have found
Integration a more difMicult task;
though there are now some thousands
of farmer's co-operative elevators,
warehouses, creameries, and other en-
terprises of one sort and another, with
a turn-over of a billlon dollers a year,
They are glving the farmers business
experience and tralolng, and, so far
as they go, they meet the need of
honest welghing and falr grading; but
they do not meet the requirements of
mtionally adjusted marketing In sny
large and fundamental way.

The next step, which will be a pat-
tern for other groups, s now belng
prepared by the graln-raisers through
the establishment of sales media which
shall handle graln separately or col-
lectively, as the Individual farmer may
elect, It ls this step—the plan of the
Committee of Beventeen—which has
created so much opposition and s
thought by some to be In conflict with
the antl-trust laws, Though there Is
now bhefors congress a measure de
signed to clear up doubt on this polnt,
the graln-producers are not relying on
any Immunity from antl-trust legisia-
tion, They desire, and they are en-
titled, to co-ordinate thelr efforts just
as effectively as the large husineas lo-
terests of the country have done, Im
connection with the selling organiza-
tlons the United States Graln Growers
Incorporated s drafting a scheme of
financing Instrumentalities and aoxill-
ary agencles which are Indlspensable
to the successful utilization of modern
business methods,

It ls essentla]l that the farmers
should proceed gradually with these
plans, and alm to avold the error of
scrapplog the existing marketing ma-
chinery, which has been so laborlously
bullt wp by long experience, before
they have a tried and proved substi-
tute or supplementary mechanism.
They must be careful mot to become
enmeshed In thelr own reforms and
loge the perspective of thelr place In
the pational system, They must guard
agalost fanatical devotlon (o new doc
trines, and should seek articulation
with the genernl economic system
rather than Its reckless destruction as
It relates (A them,

\J

To tnke a tolerant and sympathetie
view of the farmers’ strivings for bet
ter things Is ool to give a blanket
endorsement to any specilie plan, and
still less to applaud the vagaries of
some of thelr leaders and groups
Nelther should we, on the other hand,
allow the froth of bitter seitation,
fulse economles, and mistaken radieal
tsm to concenl the facts of the farm
ery’ disadvantoges, and the practicabll.
ity of eliminating them by well-con
sldered measures, It may be that the
farmers will not show the business
sagucity and develop the wise leader
ahip to carry through sound plans; but
that posaibllity does pot JusuUly they

obstruction of thetr apward efforts.
We, ar city people, see In high and
speculatively  manipulated  prices,
spoilage, waste, wenrcity, the results
of defective distributlon of farm prod-
ucts,  Should It nt occur te as that
we have g common Interest with the
farmer In his attempts to attaln & de
gree of efficlency In distribution cor
responding to his eMelency t produe
tloa? Do nt the recent fluctuntions
In the May wheat option, apparently
unrelated te normal Internction of
supply and demand, offer a timely
proof of the need of some such stabil-
Izlng ngency ax the graln growers have
In contemplation?

It s contended that, If thelr pro-
pored arganizations be perfected and
operated, the farmers will have In
thelr hands an lnstrument that will be
capable of dangerons ahuse, We are
told that It will be possible te pérvert
It to arbitrary and oppressive price
fixing from its legitimate use of order-
Ing and stabllizing the flow of farm
products to the market, to the mutual
benefit of producer and consumer, 1
have no apprebensions on this polnt.

In the first place, a loose orpganiza-
tlon, sueh a8 aoy union of farmers
must be at best, eannot be so arbl-
trarlly and promptly controlled as a
great ecorporntion, The one Is a lum-
bering democracy and the other an aglle
autocracy. In the second place, with
all possible power of org .nization, the
farmers cannot succeed to mny great
extent, or for any considerabla length
of time, In fAixing prices, The great
law of supply and demand works In
varlous and surprising ways, to the
undolng of the hest lald plans that
attempt to foll it. In the third pince,
their power will avall the farmers
nothing If it be abused. In our time
and country power Is of value to Its
possessor only so long as It Is not
abused. It (s falr to say that I have
sten no signs In responsible quarters
of a dispositlon to dictate prices.
There seems, on the contrary, to be a
commonly bepeficinl purpose to reallze
A stahility that will giv: an orderly
and abundant flow of farm products
to the consumer and ensure reasonable
and dependable returns to ‘the pro-
ducer,

In view of the supreme Importance
to the natlonal well-belng of a pros
perons and contented agricultural pop-
ulation, we should bhe prepared to go
A long way In assisting the farmers to
get an equitable share of the wealth
they 'produce, through the inavgurs-
tion of reforms that will procure a
continuous and Increasing stream of
farm products, They are far from get-
ting a fair share now, Considering
his capital and the long hours of labor
put In by the average farmer and his
family, he Is remunerated less than
any other occupational class, with the
possible exception of teachers, rell-
glous and lay. Though we know that
the present general distreas of the
furmers s exceptioaal and ls linked
with the Inevitable economie readjust-
ment following the war, It must be
remembered that, aithough represent-
Ing one-third of the Industrial product
and half the total populatiom eof the
natlon, the rural communities ordl-
narily enjoy but a fifth to a quarter of
the net annual national galn, Notwith-
standing the taste of prosperity that
the farmers had during the war, there
Is today a lower standard of lving
among the cotton farmers of the South
than In any other pursuit In the country.

In conclusion, it seems to me that the
farmers are chlefly striving for a gen-
erally beneficial Integration of their
business, of the same kind and charac-
ter that other husiness enjoys, If It
should he found on examlination that
the attalnment of this end requires
methods different from those which
other activities have followed for the
game purpose shounld we got sympa-
thetleally consider the pl8a for the
right to co-operate, If only from our
own énlightened self Interest, in ob-
talnlug an abundant and steady flow of
farm prodocts?

In examining the agricultural situa-
tlon with a vlew to Its Improvement,
we shall be most helpful If we maln-
taln a detached and judicial viewpoint,
remembering that existing wrongs may
be chlefly an accident of unsymmetri-
eal economie growth Instead of a crea-
tlon of malevolent design and conspira-
cy. We Americans are prone, as Pro-
fessor David Friday well says In his
admirable book, “Profits, Wages and
Prices,” to seek a “erlminal Intent be-
hind every dificult and undesirahle eco-
nomle sltuatlon™ 1 ean positively as
sert from my contact with men of
large affuirs, Including bankers, that,
a8 a whole, they are endeavoring to
fulfill as they see them the obligations
that go with thelr power, Preoccupled
with the grave problems snd hLeavy
tasks of thelr own lmmediate affalrs,
they have not turped thelr thoughtful
personal attention or thelr constroe
tive abitlties to the deficiencles of agrl-
sultural business organization, Agri-
culture, It may be sald, suffers from
thelr presccupation and neglect rather
thap from any purposeful exploitation
3y them. They ought now to begin to
sespond to the farmers' difficuities,
which they must reallze are thelr own,

On the other hand, my contacts with
he tarmers have filled me with respect
tor them—for thelr sanity, their pa-
dence, thelr balance. Within the last
rear, and particularly at s meeting
smlled by the Kansas State Board of
Agriculture and at acother called by
he Committee of Seventeen, I have
pet many of the leaders of the new
wrm movement, and T testify in all
dncerity that they are endeavoring to
lenl with thelr problems, oot as pro-
noters of & nurrow class Interest, not
8 explolters of the hapless consumer,
ot as merclless wonopolists, but as
waest menl bent on the lmprovement
o the common weal,

We can and must weet such men
imd such a cause half way, Their
jusiness is owr busioess —the oatlon's
Jusiness.




