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the Graft
By O. HENRY
Copyright by —1—; MeClure Co.

“They're a sharp crowd,’ he says,
kind of fretful. “They're capitalized
by a forelgn syndieate after rubber,
and they're loaded to the muzzle for
bribing. 1'm sick,’ goes on Mellinger,
‘of comic opera. 1 want to smell East
river and wear suspenders again. At
times 1 feel llke throwing up my job,
but ' fool enough to be sort of proud
of it. “There's Mellinger,” they say
here; “por Dios, you ean't touch him
with a million!” 1'd like to take that
record back and show it to Billy Ren-
frow some day, and that tightens my
grip whenever I see a fat thing that
1 could corral just by winking one eye
~and losing my graft. By George,
they can’t monkey with me; they know
ft! What money I get | make honest
and spend it. Some day I'll make a
pile and go back and eat eaviare with
Billy. Tonight I'll show you how to
handie a bunch of corraptionists, 1'll
show them whut Mellinger, private
secretary, m'ﬂm- when you spell |t
with the eotton and tissne paper off’

“Mellinger appears shuky and breaks
his glass agalost the neck of the bottle

“I says to myself, ‘White mau, If I'm
not mistaken, there's been a bait lald
out where the tall of your eye could
wee it

“That night, according to arrange
mwents, me and Henry took the phono
graph to a romn in 4 ‘dobe house in a
dirty side street, where the grass was
knee high, "Twas a long roow, 1it with
smoky ol Inmps. There was pleaty of
chalrs and a table at the Lack end

“By nnd by the invitations to the
musieale came sliding In by pairs and
threes and spade fluches. Their color
was of a diversity, running from a
three days' smoked meerschaum to a
patent leather polish., They were as
polite as wax, being devastated with
enjoyments to give Renor Mellinger the
good  evenings. 1| understood  their
Spanish talk I ran a pumping eugine

two years In a Mexican sliver mine
and had it pat—but 1 never let on
“Maybe fifty of ‘em had come apd
was seatex], when In slid the king bee,
the governor of the district. Mellinger

met him at the door and escorted hin

10 the grand stand. When | saw that
Latin wman 1 knew that Mellinger, pri
vate secretary, had all the dances on
his eard taken. That was a Dbig,
sguashy man, the color of a rubber
overshoe, amd ke had an eye like a
head walter's,

“Mellinger explained, fluent 1 the
Coastillan idloms, that the soul was dis
eoncert] with joy at introducing (o

bis respected friends Amerien’s great
est Invention, the
Heney got the cus and ran on an ele
gant brass band record, and the fes
tivitiea became Initiates The
or men has a bit of English under his
hot, and when the was choked
off he says
“ Verorree

wonder of the age,

govern
mush

S0 esplen

fine Grrrracias,
Ameriean gentleemen, the
dead moosic as to playee”

“The table was o long one, and Henary
and me sat at the end of it next the
wall, The governor sat at the other
endh Homer ', Mellinger stood at the
side of It 1 was just wondering how
Mellinger was goiug 1o handle his
crowd, when the home talent suddenly
opened the services

“That goveryor man
for uprisings and policies
was a ready kind of man,
his own time

* ‘Do the American senors understand
Spanish? he asked In his native ae.
cents,

“They do not! says Melllnger,

“"Then listen,” goes on the Latin man
prompt.  “The musics arve of sufficien:
pretiiness, but not of ne Lot
us spesk of husiness. T well know why
we are here, my com
patriots, You had a whisper yestorday,
Senor Mellinger, of our proposals, To
night will speak ount.  We know
that you stand in the president’s favor,
and we know your influence. The gov
ernment will be changed We know
the waorth of your services, We esteem
your friendship and ald so much that’
~Mellinger raises his hand, but the
governor man botties him up. ‘Do not
speak until T have done!’

*The governor man then draws a
package wrapped in paper from his
pocket and lays it on the table by Mel
linger's hand.

“‘In that you will find £100,600 in
money of your country. You can do
nothing against us, but you ean be
worth that for us. Go back 1o the
eapital and obey our instroctions.
Take thnt money now. We trust you.
You will find with it a paper giving In
detall the work you will be expected
to do for us. Do not have the unwise-
ness to refuse.”

“The governor man paused, with his
eyes fixed on Mellinger, full of ex
pressions and observances. 1 looked
at Mellinger and was giad Billy Ren-
frow couldu't see him then. The sweat
was popping out on his forehead, and
he stood dumb, tapping the little paek-
age with the ends of his fingers. The
Colorado maduro gang was after his
graft. He had only to change his pol
itles and stuff six figures In his inslde
pocket.

“Henry whispers to me and wants
the pause in the programme interpret
ed, T whisper back, ‘H. P is up
agalnst a bribe, senator's size, and the
coons have got him going.' 1 saw Mei-
linger's hand moving closer to the
package. ‘He's weakening,' 1 whis-
pered to Henry, ‘We'll remind him,’
says Henry, ‘of the peannt roaster on
Thirty fourth street, New York.'

“Henry stooped and got a record
from the basketful we'd brought, slid
It In the phonograph and started her

was sultable
1 jndge he
who took

wensity

gince | observe

we

it was playing, aind the governor man
kept his eyes steady on Mellinger.
saw Melllnger's head go up little by
little, and hls bhand came creeping
away from the package. Not until
the last note sounded did anybody stir,
and then Homer P, Mellinger takes up
the bundle of boodle and slams it In
the governor man's face,

““That's my answer,” says Mellinger,
private secretary, ‘and there’ll be an-
other in the morning. I have proofs
of couspiracy against every man of
you  The show Is over, gentlemen,'

“*There's one more act,' puts In the
governor man. ‘You are a servant, )
believe, employed by the president te

Al me and M Yln: aqer had o do was to
MDA
copy letterg and answer the
door, 1 am governor |
eall upon you in the nnine of the canse
z¢ this man!

“That brindled gang of couspirator
shoved back their chuairs and advanced
1 eomld see where Mellinger |
n misiake

raps ot
here Senor
1o s

in foree

had made in massing his en

emy so as 1o make a grand stand glay
I think he made another one, too, but
we ean pass that, Mell s idea of
graft mudd mine being different, accord.
Ing to estimations and points of view

“Ther 15 only oue wimlow and
door In that room ind they were ‘t
the front end Heres was fifty odd
Latin wen coming In a bunch to ob
straet the legislation of Mellinger You
may say there was three of us, for m '
and Henry, simultaneo declared
New York elty and the Cherokee Na
tion In sympathy with the weaker party

“Then It was thiat He Horsecollar |
rose to o polut of disord nd Inter
venod, showlng admi the ad I
tages of eduention wplied 1o ¢
Ameriean Inddian's natural ! 1
and native refhie t i widl ap
and smoothvl baek | halr o h
#lde with his hand 1% 0 have iy
little girls do when they pla

et belvind me, both o you, .
l'“l:l_\

“"What i= It to | I asliedd

“‘I'iln goln o b . cemt
Henry, in his footbhull idioms !
isn't & tackle Tn the lot of them
close behind wnd rush the B

“That eultared red man exl 1
arrangement of sounds with his mouth
that cnused the Lat aggregation to
panse with thoughtfulne i hesita
tions. The matter of hig prochhmation
gecomied to be n cooperation of the
Cherokee college vell witi@the Carlisle
war whoop., He went at the chocolate
team like the flip of a little boy's nig
ger shooter.  Ilis right elbow laid out

the governor man on the gridiron, and
he made a lane the leagth of the crowd
that a woman could have carried a
stepladder  through  without striking
anything. All me and Mellinger had
to do was to follow

“In five minutes we were ont of that

street and at the ml.xnr\ headqguar
ters, where Mellinger hnd things his
own way.

“The nfxt day Mellinger takes me
and Henry to one side and begins to
shed tens and twentles,

“1 want to bhuy that phonograph.’
be says. ‘I liked that last tune it play
ed. Now, you boys hetter go back
home, for they'll give you trouble here
before 1 can get the gerews put on "em.
If you happen to ever see Billy Ren
frow again, tell him I'm coming back
to New York as soon as I can make a
stake - honest!”

‘T'his is more money,'
the machine is worth.'

“'Tis government expense money,’
says Mellinger, ‘and the government's
getting the tune grinder cheap'

“Henry and I knew that pretty well,
but we never let Homer I'. Mellinger

gays I, ‘than

know that we had scen how near he
came to losing his graft,
“We laid low until the day the

steamer came back. When we saw the

aptain’s boat en the beach me and
Henry went down and stood in the
edge of the water, The captain grin
ned when he saw ns,

“F told you you'd be waitin') he
says, ‘Where's the Hamburger ma-
chine?

“UIt stays behind,' 1 says, ‘to play
“Home, Sweet Home." "’

“1 told you so, says the eaptain
agaln. ‘Climb in the boat'

“And that,” sadd Kirksy, “Is the way
me and Henry Horsecollar (ntroduced
the phonograph in that Latin country
along about the vicinity of South
Awerica.”

THE END,
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Ltim:u: OF GIRLHOOD

A TIME OF PAIN AND PERIL

Miss Emma Cole Says that Lydia B.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound has
Saved Her Life and Made Her Well

How many lives of beautiful young
girls have been sacrificed just as they
were ripening into womanhood ! How
many mgtﬁ.rlﬁel or displacements
have been dev, d at this important
period, resulting in years of suffering !

1\“
P Miss mea Cole

A mother should come to her child's
rid at this critical time and remember
that Lydia E, Pinkham’s Vegetable
(nmpound will prepare the system for
the ('nmmg change and start this try.
ing period in a young girl's life without
pain or irregularities.

Miss EmmaCole of Tullahoma, Tenn.,
writes:

Dear Mrs. Pinkham :

‘| want to tell you that T am onjnvlnﬁ
ter health ﬂ\nn I have for yvears, and | owe
itall to Lydia B, Pinkham's Vegetable Com-

pmmd
‘' When fourteen years of age I suffered al-

most constant pain, and for two or three
vears | had soreness and painin my side,
headaches and was dizzy and nervous, and
doetors all failed to help me.

“ Lydia E. Piokham's Vegetable Compound
was recommended, and after taking it my
health began to improve rapidly, and I think
it saved my life. I sincerely hope my experi-
ence will be a help toother girls who are pass-
ing from girthood to womanhood, for I know
your Compound will do as much for them.”

If yon know of any young girl who is
sick and needs motherly advice ask her
to write Mrs, Pinkham, Lynn, Mass,,
and she will receive free advige which
will put her on the right road to &
strong, healthy and happy womanhood,
Mrs. Pinkham is danghter.in-law of
Lydia E. Pinkham and for twenty-five

| years hna been wdvisiog sick women

free of charge.

Herbine
indigestion and dys-
bowels and cure

Wiii overcome

pepsia; regulate the

liver and kldney complaints,

It is the Dbe blood enricher and |
invigorator In the world. It Is purely
vegetable, perfectly harmless, and
should you be a sufferer from disease,
you will u if you are wise,

R. N. Andrews, editor and Mgr |
U and Rockledge News, Cocoa,
[ write I have used yonr Her-
bine in my family, and find it a most

Its
been a marked benefit,
Alvey & List,

excellent medlicine
myself have

Sold by

effects upon

Vutomobile Axle Snaps.

The rear axle of Mr, James
Weille antomobile snapped in two
last evening white he and his moth
w, wite and child, were riding on
Fountain avenu The rear of the
machine came down in the streel
and a whee!l paried from the body of
the machine he occupan of the

auntomobile not anad
oscaped injury other

Wers pitched oul

than a

Growing Aetes ana Palns,

Mrs. Josie Sumaer, Bremond, Tex
writes, April 15, 1902: “I have used
Ballard's Snow Lintwent in my fam-
fly for three years
without it in the howse. I have used
it on my littie gir! fur growing pains
and aches in her knees. It cured her

shaking |

I would not be|

'RESCUE HOMES

MODEL TO WORLD, SAYS
MANDER EVA BOOTH,

COM-

She Defends Army Against
Statements  Made By
win Solenberger,

Alleged
K-

New York, May 23. A reply I3
sued today by Commander Miss Eva
Booth, of the Salvation army, to
statemonts said to have becn made
recently by Edwin D. Solenberger,
general manager of the associated
chariles of Mmprapolis, in a paper

read before the thirty-thind national
consress of charities and correction
m Philadelphia, says the declaration

that the Salvation army relief work
as « m'ul on. through its homws,
lodzing houses and other agencies s
PooI |y m;.mnl/.ml and poorly admin-
istered, and that the so-called work
of the army is largely subservient to
financial interest,” is unjust and un-
Lrue

Denving Mr., Solenberger's state.
mey o that the army's soclal work was
poorly organized and poorly admin-
redd, Miss Booth

“Our social officers are specially
trained and lnstructed for this par-
ticular branch. The work is thorough-
ty ganized and carefully adminiss
tered.”

The

“Our

18y SAyS:

or

reply continues

rescue homes are a modelio
the world, In many localitics these
the world, In many localities these
rescue homes constantly care for cas-
€s handed over to them by assoclated
chariti and in the of New
Youl rescue . homes have takem
direct from the city hospitals with
the « ambulances, poor, unfortu
nate mothers and their bables, and

o=, cily

s

iy

RENT PAYS WO LAND,

[ Fertile Sections of  the Southwest,
‘ Where Land Sells for $15 and
Rents for 85 Per Acre,

; One of the remarkable things about
| about Eastern Arkansas and North-
{ern Louisiana is the fact that clearea
land rents for $5 per acre cash, and
lean be bought for $7.50 1o $156 |mr‘
| 8 It costs from $6 to $10 an
l.w re to clear Moo Other jimprovements
nocessary are slight and inexpensive
The soil is rich alluvial, or made,

produces a bale of cotton per acre

worth $45 to $60
s hMgh rental value.

|

|

I'his acconnts for

’ Other crops

P uch small grains, grasses,
vegetables

Alfalfa

{ton to a cutting,

l $16 per ton,

| In other

|
in Texas as well,

A8 corn,
and fruaits thrive as well

4 to 6 cuttings, a

yvields

sections of these states
the rolling or
adapted 1y

wnd
| hill-land

is eapecially

stoek raising and fruit growing.
| Land is very cheap, $5 to $10  per
l;nrr; fmproved farms $10, $15 to
$25 per acre

The new White River country of
fors many opportunities for settlers
High, rolling, fine water—it is natu-
rally adapted to stock amd fruit rais
ing. Can be bought as low as $2

per acre,

See this great country for yourself

right away. I have also used it for and plek out a location. Deseriptive
frost bitten feet, with good success. It | lterature, with maps, free on re-
s the best liniment I ever used.” 25¢, | quest
H0c and $1.00. | The Missonri Pacific-iron Moun
Sold by Ahcy & List | tain System Lines soll reduced rate
YRS R i:uiuul trip tickets on €i®st and third
Little Boy RBun Over, Tuesdays of each month to points in
Barnelt Maloal, aged 8 years, ~.wj,|,,. West and Soulhwest, good re-
of Patrick Maloat, of South ‘Third|{,ening 21 days, with stop-overs
‘.| ”‘mf ‘uu: n-m over Ilr,v-u hm's:" H.“E> For descriptive literature, maps,
i:?:ﬁ:n r‘l{'\T"l: :l':’l::::;:nr‘l' «'\\:l:lli :‘,\.ﬂ time tables, ete., write to
the horse and the little fellow ran| R. T. G. MATTHEWS,
across the street directly in the way of| Traveling Passeuger Agent, Louls.
the anima Campbe!l could not rein ville, Ky. or
up quick enough to avold striking H, C. TOWNSEND,
the boy General Passenger and Ticket
| Agent, 8t Louis, Mo.
A Positive Necessity., |
Having to lay upon my bed for 11 Pablic Sale of Franchise,
days from a severely bruised leg, | Paducah, Ky., May 7, 1906,

only found relief when I used a bot
tle of Ballard's Snow Liniment, 1
can cheerfully recommend it as the
best medicine for brulses ever sent
to the afMicted. It has now vecome a
positive necessity upon mysel.
D. R. Byraes, Merchant, Dovers-
ville, Texas, 20c and 60¢ and $1.00.
Sold by Alvey & List
Blake Godfrey's Suceess,
Blake Godfrey, formerly secretary

of the Paducah Y M, €, A, has ac-
vepled the position of sceretary of the
association at Daytor 0., one of the
bizggest and most suecassful associn.
tions in the couutry. His good fort-
nue in securing the position will be
shared by Paducah admirers, He had

been doing work for the state associdy
tion sinve leaving Paducah, »nd was
located at Lonisville,

Asvension Day.
Tomorrow s Ascension
will ba eslebrated by the Franels
de Sales Catholie church with wmass
at 7 o'clock a. m. and again at 9
o'clock in the morning. The Asecen-
sion took place just forty days after

Day, and
st

|1 will offer for sale, at the city hall
door, on the 30th day of May, 19504,
,hen\een the hours of 10 and 2
|o'clock a. m., a franchise for operat-
Ing a street railway in the eity of
| Paducah, in accordance with an ordi-
nance recently passed ordering such
sale, and in accordance with ths
Uorms and conditions reserved I
ueh ordinance.
The eity reserves the right to re-
jeet an s and all bids,
0. B. B1ARKS, Acting Mayor, City
of Paducah, Ky.

s

Mistakes in Assessment.
Sheniff John Ogllvie, who s now
busy malking out county tax bills, Is
fuding n greatl many <rrors in the as-

by the assessor,
board of supervisors of the state
The sheriff will keep tab on each er-
ror and report to the fiscal board for
correction

Senator Vest's Widow,

Senator George G. Vest, died yesterday
in St. Louls after an {liness of ten

the Resurrection and tomorrov Bm
40&! W mm

[days of pneumonia. She was a native
y mnty Kenwcky

have looked after them and their in-|
fants without a single cent of finan

cial grant from the city for thejr sup-
port

| fn conclusion Miss Booth says Mi

| Solentwirger recently wrote a letter

indorsing the work of the Salvation
army

and brings $10 te

Several® superior offices on second and

third floors of our building,

provided with

heat, water, light, electric elevator and modern '

sanitary arrangements.

Prices lowest in city for similar offices---

¥

double offices especially adapted for dentists.

American-German

National Bank

227 Broadway

121=-123 N. Fourth St.

Fans! Fans!

See Us For

CEILING AND BUZZ FANS

" toreman Bros. Novelty Co.

Incorporated

Pihwones 787

KENTUCKY IRON AND STEEL CO.

Ninth and Harrison Streets

We pay the highest cash prices for scrap iron, metals, hides,

wool,

tallow and junk of all kinds.
Weekly Market Letter.

Oild Phone §895-a.

Write for owur
Ask for special quotations,

New Phone 190

-

of menstruation.”
womauhood,

becomes a pleasure,

morrs pENNYROYAL PILLS

They are “LIFE SAVI‘J‘S”
mthng development of organs and
known rum-dy for women equals them.
$1.00 PER BOX BY MAIL, Eold
by druggists, DL Mum 'S CHEMICAL CO., Cleveluul. Ohio

They overcome Weak

ness, firre, rity and

ovmssiona. crease v:g-
banish ‘' pain

l.‘:'dgu'ls a

Cannot do lf‘snn— hlo

New andUp=to=_
Date

RECORDS| %

Just Received

Call early and get your
choice.

“Tell Mother I'll Be There”

And other good ola
sacred pleces,

Paducah Music Store

Phone 1513. 428 Broadway

an
of

undue exposure of the throat

ne

ing,

be
Te

bottle of Ballard's Horehound Syrup |

cu

Exposure.

To cold draughts of alr, to keen
d cutting winds, sudden changes
the temperature, scanty clothing,
and
ck after pablic speaking and sing-
bring on coughs and colds.

Ballard's Horehound Eyrup is the
st cure, Mrs. A, Barr, Houston,
X., writeg, January 31, 1902: “One

red me of a very bad cough. I{ is

very pleasant to take,

Otto ||«!‘n.llx n,
station No.
varday and ~<|n.unod a wrist and sus [

Sold by Alvey & List,

()uu Hamilhm Ilml
stationman at fire
., fell from his wheel yes

Sessment which may have been made |
county clerk or the|

6

|

Mrs, Sallie Elizabeth Vest, widow of,

!

tained brulses about the body He
jumped from the machine to .nnnl’
colliding with a Nashville, Chatta
nooga and 8t. Louis train.
Sanitation Hints,
Good sanitation for 1906

ghoul1 be your motto.

Clean your premises, keep
them and sprinkle
with lime

Screen your doors and win-
dows and keep ogt the house-
fiv, the most of
pests, It carries disease and
infectipn,

The most effective wmoney
spent in advertising Paducah
will be that speat in cleaning
and draining it. Every citi-
zen cen belp to do this, in
thelr own way

No mosquitoes, no m‘clari:}

A clean city no danger ol
yeliow fever and typhoid,

A Central Park for a good
morning breath,

clean

danzerous

e 'mO(lulioxlu in the city,

|
|
|

FOR PAINLESS

ST, LOUIS AND TENNESSEE
RIVER PACKET COMPANY.

FOR TENNESSEE RIVER.

STEAMER CLYDE

Leave Paducah for Tennessce River’
Every Wednesday at 4 p. m.
A. W, WRIGHT . ,....004+Master
EUGENE ROBINSON .......Ulerk
This company Is not responsible
for invoice charges unless collected
b“ the clerk of the boat.

DRAUGHON"‘
Rusiness

(Incorporated.)

PADUCAK, 312-316 lrlm and NASHYILLE

7T Colleges in 18 States ne
czuxed or mon REFUNDED A'm ?m'

AlL Catalogue will “onvince you n

raughon s is THE BEST. Call or sead for

ABRAN L. WEIL & CO

. GAMPBELL BLOCK
| Telephones: Office, 369; Residence, 726

’ msunAncr.

| ===

WAGON YARD

I have leased the Nelson Wagon Yard,
corner Third and Clark, Best accom-
Give me a call,

! G—HAS. Je AI‘WOOD

ﬂenry Mammen, Jr.
Removed to Third and Kestucky,

' Book Binding, Bank Work, Legal

sud Library Work a specialty.

NEW STATE HOTEL

D. A. Bailey, Prop.
ME"'ROPOLIS. ILL,

Ncwent nnd beot houl in the dly

‘htu $2.00. Two large nmplc'

rooms, Bath rooms. Rlectric
lignts. The only centrally located
hotel in the dty.

- - e ——— .I>"-_I...I ' e




