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A Mountain Story.

How the 'Possums Came to Old Zeb White.

By M.

“Kpeakin® "bout “possums,” said old
Zebh White one afternoan as we were
tramping over the Comberland moun-
taing, “but | don’t reckon there's no
varmint like him. 1'd been huntin’
“possums fur ten years, and had Killed
‘em by the hundred, befo’ | found out
that & “possinn was a squar’ eritter. 1
menn that it's his natur’ to do the
squar’ thing, same as the right sort of
man.”

I veplicd that if such a trait existed
in any wild animal [ had never heard
of i, and decemed it a curions thing:
and he continued:

“Nou =ee, folks don't set out to stuwdy
animals, aml so they don't know, Take
a bar, fur instanee he huin't got no
gratitude about him. Oue summer’s
ded, ten or twelve vears ngo, | was sit-
tin® on the shady side of the cabin,
when n big he bar come rallin® down
the hill out o' the bresh, He'd stepped
inte & trap which Tom Barnes had sot
in the woods in the spring and forgot
all about. 1 reckon that bar  had
dreagged that trap aronnd fur weeks,
and it must hey bin mighty oncomfort
able. He stood thar aud looked at me,
and 1 sot thar and looked at him. It
bein' summer time and for no good, |
didn’'t want puthin® of that sr. He
wanted sunthin® of me, though, Arter
he had looked at me fur about  five
minits the old woman comes to the
douh and says,

“ ey White, thar's a whoopin® big
bar out thar'

s Ty

“He's got a steel trup on his foot,
and he's wantin® you to take it off”

“That's jest what that b'ar did want,”
sail Zeb to me, “and his actions
showed it so plain that | went out to
hine. The trap had s chain on it about
sin feet long, and 1 went that nigh to
the brute. | got a stick and pried open
the jiws of the trap, and that b'ar sot
thar and licked the hurt for ten minits
befo' walkin' off. He ‘peared to be
mighty pleased, and me'n the old wom-
an decided that he was the sort of a
critter to do us a good turn if it ever
come his way. 1t didn’t pan out that
way, though."

“How did it come out 7

“Why, the blamed, ougrateful var-
mint got all well of his hurt by Oe-
tober, and he come back one night and
carried off the hog from the pen and
tipped over my two bee hives.  That
was the way he repald me, and | have
never helped another b'ar out of a
serape. The very next summer | found
one caught in a holler log and starvin®
to death and whinin® fur mercy, but |
passed on and left him to die. 'm say-
in' that any man who sets out 1o be
squar® with a Bar will shorely git lefe.,”

“How is it with voons?" | asked,

“Wall, & coon is better'n a b'ar, but
he's not exnctly squar',” was the reply.
“Oe sexun it was 50 hot and dry that

“The Ungratcful Varmint Carried Off
the Ho‘o"

all the co'n around yere "bout my field
was burned up. 1 had three acres un-
der the hills where the ground was
molst, and that co'n come along nicely,
‘HBout the time the kernels begun  to
hardes m'n the old woman wis look-
in” over the field when we run agin
27 enons in a beap. They was on their
way into the co'n, nnd they was pore
and weak. Didn't "pear to measif they
had bad anything to cat in o week, |
could hey killed ‘em all with a elub, but
the old woman stops me and savs:

“Zeb, don't you doit, The fur ain’t
prime yit, and killin® would be all loxs.
Let them voons feed up for o month
and you'll make money ont of it

“I1 looked that way to me arter a bit,
and we stood aside and let them coons
into the ¢co'n. Mo’ of "em kept comin’,
until, in three or fo' days, it wasn't no
trouble to count a hundred of the var-
mints, They was too pore und weak
to git out o' the way at fust, but purty
soon they begun to fatten up, aod | jest
counted that 1'd hev coonsking ‘nuff
to buy me a mewl. That co'n was wuth
30 eents a bushel, but 1 didn’t be-
gridge it to the coons. I wos walitin®
and haongin’ on till the fur got prime,
unid them coons knowed it and played
me low-down, 1 was goin’ to start out
on 4 Monday and begin killin’, but Sun-
dny mgght the hull drove made off, leav-
in® onby two lame coons behind, and all
1 got for their pelts wis 20 cents apiece,
Arter my ¢co'n was gone not a coon was
1t be found in the hull county.”

“But vou discovered that "possums
bud gratitude?” | observed, as the old
man maintained a sulky silence,

“Wall, I was comin' to that,” he re-
plied. *1 reckon it was the next sum-
mer nrter the coons played me that

irick that the woods all round yvere took
fire. Thar wos fire on every side of us
fur n week, with the smoke so thick

was with us til
drenched out the fire. It
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draw breath, Arter a doy or two the
wild varmints begun to show up o my
clearin’. In one afternoon | saw fwo
deer. three blars, twao wild eats and 1
dunno haw many
squirrels, "possums nndd ralibits
of 'em jest flew across the clearin’ into
the wods bevand, and some  hung
around and didn’t "pear to fear me ax
much as the fir
and coons 1 driv "em along as fast
they showed up, snd likely | might hes
done the snme by the "possums but fur
the old woman. We was ont west of
the cabin, fightin' tire in
when she suddenly culls out tome

“afefo’ the Lawd, Zeb White, bt |
never dun see sich o sight as that over
thar!”

“On the trall deadin' down from the
Epring wns o procession of “possui
all bound fur the clearin’ around the

voons, wondehucks,

o

the bnshves,

“Could Her Killed "Em All With a Club,”

eabin. We stod thar till the last one
had passed, and then swe went down to
find ‘em in the mewl shed., They wos
half choked with the smoke, and we
could pick ‘'em up by hand. Tstarted in
to count ‘em, butgive it up at 250, The
number was fully (0" hundred, and most
of "em was full grown. | was fur cluw
bin" "em along, but the old wotian felt
to pity the varmints and earried ‘e
witer by the pailful, Them ‘possums
a heavy rain fell ana
was in ths
mewnin® that they started off, and any-
body but u blind man could hev secn
they was grateful. They went off up
the same trail, and as they pussed us
they almost spoke right out sl said
they'd never forgit the favor, Did you
ever hear a ‘possum purr?”

“No, 1 pever did.”

“It's like a cat, only more noise to
it. They went past us purria’ and
twistin® their tails, and the !ast of ‘em
looked back and put in a few extra
purrs and twisis, I didn’t count much
on luck, but the old woman stuck to it
that sunthin’ good would happen, and
it come out as she said. That fall thar
didn’t “pear to be a coon in all Tenes-
see, and the price of ‘possum hides
went up to fo'ty cents apiece. Jest
about time the fur got prime and I was
goin® to hustle 1 went out doahs one
mawnin' to see n big 'possum standin’
thar. In sbout a minit he begun pur-
rie" and twistin' his tail and coaxin' me
to foller him. 1 sot out, and he led me
to a bit o' woods about two miles away
which had escaped the summer fire,
and right thar | got my reward.”
“Find a big bag of gold ™ | asked.
“No, sah, but next to it. That "pos-
sum colony was all thar among the
holler trees, and in the co'se of a month
I got 375 pelts and had money to live
on fur a hull year. They was waitin'
to be killed to show their gratitude, nndd
one of “em had been sent toshow me the
way., It was the biggest "possum kill
ever known in the world, and folks
around vere are still wikin® "bout it
That was ‘possom gratitwde, snh, nnd
you jest excuse me if 1 gay that be-
tween the ginernl ron of folks and the
gineral run of ‘possums I'll take pos-
sums every time.”

Easily Expiained.

Mistress- Bridget, 1 told you I want-
ed all the eges for breakfast soft, and
several were quite hard,
Bridget —Sare, wum, they were all in
to bile the same length of time, only
some of them felt the heat more than
olthers.— lirooklyn Life,

Sheer Vanity,
“Why is it that a pretty woman is
most sueccessiul ns u lobbyist 27
“Well—becasuse when a pretty wom-
an talks to u man he sumehow gets the
iden that she wouldo't waste time on
him unless he was tolerably good-look-
ing himself.” — Brooklyn Life.

Letter Perlect.

Father— What do you mean, by kiss-
ing my daughter, sir?

Buitor—\Why —er—we were just re-
hearsing our amateur theatricals, you
know,
Father
your lines pretiy well,

Cruel,
Cholly-— 1 sing only faw my
amusement, ye Know
Mabel— And does it really amuse you
to sew olher people suffer? N, Y. Jour-
nal.

Well, yvou seemed o know
N, Y. Journal,

own

A Heauntiful One,
Jaggles— Did he go to an artist to
have his black eye painted ?
Waggles —1 conldn’t say, but there's
no doubt the fellow who gave him a
black eye was an artist. ~N. Y, World,

Recclived 'l‘lln.;lr Quictnas,
“Has Henpeek any settled opinions 2
“Oh, yes: Iis wife settles them"—

nkassly

sometimes fhat yom coull

Puck.
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LAYING OVER THE major
There was 1o be o new gl s or
appointed at Golden Hill, agy 1001
Wellman was put forward by 1! Hig

be sure winner. Uncle ke Whi ok
the field, however, and then W o
diddates went about  with knas
Each felt that the ten men wopk, .~ '
Red Horse olaim would settle §b

Dein® down on b'ars

1 ook along o plug of tobaceo agl  nint

ter whichever way they wenf; « 'he
najor went down to see thn

botile of whisky for every mn \hen
e had worked 1hiﬂ8‘ﬂ up to the ght

p nt, he sahl

“Well, boys, you know | wap! o be
| master of Golden L and !
to have you ﬁi.'.,'ll my p"lillﬂﬂ. Il
ist to run the ofce in good & !
appointed,”

“Loin® to put on any sty
things ™" nsked the leader of t&

“Not a bit. | shall always v ool
to see any of you,™

“Nil free drinks?™

“Well, now and then,”

“Won't think you are bettegn i
ooy else if you git the office 2%
not. You'll find fee o
us 1 am now.™

Ihe men were almost ready
but thought it wonld be cm'l_\'l:-
hear what Uncle ke had to g
himsell first, A day or two i )
came down to see them, and &)
heard what the major had ll(-.!- 110}
promised, he said; g

"Bovs, | didn't bring nuthin®
and no terbacker. | was gfrgi
might think | was tryin' to |
A= 1 understand it, Major We
says be won't put on no J
\1_\'!' if elected,”™

"LUertainly

“That's his promise.” |
“And he'll treat the crowd ¢r -
iwhile?

“He says he willL” '
“And he won't feel puffed Wy nor
nuthin®™

Jack Mining Company amd pinl tor |

“No,"
“Wall, boys, the M jor is & good -~ un |

and | wint sayin' a word ugw‘ m. |
I jest want to put a case ; ’ |
Wposen it was & wet, dark (o0

‘Bposen vou ten fellers was n

wn
and wantsl to put in three of our
hours?  'Sposen vou was stamflic in
front of the postoffice, and M jar Vi1

man was lookin® at you? | ai
in' he wouldn't sten out and

to drink with him, but U'm sa
go a heap [urther than that wif
Boys, yvou know my reputation §roand

.

these parts’

“Of being the biggest liar in
ritory 7

“That's it, and right here is
ocounts. The major
drink and a hand-shake, but |
that door wide open, vell out
gung to come in, and when |
all in your chairs, with a pipe §
mouth and a jug on the tabic, 1]
to lie about b'ars and wolves il
eats and keep it up till every m
h'ar stood up and pushed his hat
It ain't the postoffice vou want to
out for, but for the lvin', and for
bewtiful evenin's you'll pass with
biggest kind of a liar. 1s Major W
man a lHar? DNd any mion ever benr
him lie? Could he cook up a War siary
to make anybody shiver? hink of
these things and make no mistale™

Unele ke got the ten nomes on his
list and was duly appointed

v b

ONE ON THE (LERK,

Just after the night clerk had come
on at the hotel and curled his mostaehe
to his Hiking, his attention wis called to
business.

“Kerosene lamp for 237"
the 1l lna‘\.

“Rerosene lamp?" echoed t1he olerk,

quested

a8 he whirled the register abiout *Let
me sec,  Dondly spd wile, of "lunker-
ville, in 237, 1 thought so. Never been
in o firstwlnss hotel Lwefore . bark
and show them how to use the oloetrie
lght. Wonder they disdn't send for 8
tallow candle.” and the clork 1ook seve
ernl of the corridor loungers into hin

vonfidence,

“Lady says if this hotel can’t afford
a lamp to send up o gas stove, and
send it quick,” suid the bell bov, who
bhaidl made the round teip in phenomenal
time. “She acts pretty hot.”

“Pretey eold,  should think. (o back
there and open the register, show the
lndy how to use the water fay
how to turn off the electricity
the Lord she can’t blow it ont ™

The next word from 237 came with
a rush. It was brought by a vision of
loveliness, dressed in bewltching style,
her face flushed and her blue eres
throwing off sparks. “Make ou* our
bill and receipt it at once,” she said, a8
her dainty foot beat time on the marble
tiling.

“Hut Mrs., Bondly -

“Avtend 1o my order, sir. Inelude in
your bill a carringe and an CXIress
wiagon to transfer as and our hings,
and tell Mr. Bondly when he comes in
that he will find us at the other house.
where we will spend the rest of the
senson,  Understand, we must g0 at
onee. | want to go to s hotel wlhiepre it
will be possible to warm some wilk for
baby before the little angel starves to
death,”

Then the loungers had fun with the
elerk, anid the best i ster
wis o sickly grin.

An Extended Examinniion,
He —Are you sure I am the only man
you ever really and truly loved?
She - Perfectly sure, 7 went over the
whole list only yesterday, = N, Y.
Weekly,

he eoulid

AT ;
Exscellent Adviee,

“My boy,” sald a musician to his son,

“don't be too sharp vor yet too fat.

Just be natural”—Tit-Bity,

HOME VERSUS HOTEL. |

Dr. Talmage Speaks of tae Bless-
ings of the Former.

Polnis Ont Disadrvantages of a Lile
Spemt In Hotels and Poarding
Honsens - Whoelesome nflu-
encee of Home.

(Copyright, 13998, b~ Louls [Clopsch )

Home life versus hotel life is the
theme of Dr. Talmage’'s sermon for to-
duy, the disadvantages of & life spent
At more or less temporary  stopping
places being sharply contrasted with
the blessings that are found in the real
home, however humble. The text is
Luke 10:34, 33: *“And broughy him 1o
an inn and took care of him. And on
the morrow when he departed he ook
out two pence and goave them to the
host and sald unto him: *Take care of
him, and whatsoever thou speudest
wore when | come again 1 will repay
thee!'"™

This is the good Sawaratin paying
the hotel bill of a man who had been
robbed and almost Killed by bandits.
The good Samaritun had fonnd the un-
fortunate ou a lonely, rocky road,where
1o this very day depredations are some-
times commitied upan travelers, and
had put the injured man into the sad-
die, while this merciful aud well-to-sdo
man hud walked till they got to the
botel, and the wounded man was put
to bedd and eared for. It must have
been a very superior hotel in its aceom-
muodations, for, though in the country,
the landiord was paid at the rate of
what in our country would be four or
five Jdollars a day, & penny belng then &
day’s wages, and the two pennies paid
in this case about two days’ wages
Moreover, it was one of those kind-
hearted landlords who are wrapped up
in the happiness of their guests, be-
cause the good Samaritan leaves the
poor wounded fellow to his entire care,
promising that when he came that way
again he would pay all the bills until
the invalid got well.

Hotels aud boarding houses are neces
sities, In very ancient times they were
unknown, because the workd had com-
paratively few inhabitants, and those
were not much given to travel, and pri-
vate hospitality met all the wants of
sojourners, as when Abraham rushed
out at Mawmwre to invite the three men
to sitdovwn to a dinner of veal, as when
the peaple were positively commanded
to be given to hospitality; as in many
of the places lu the east these anvient
customs are practiced to-day. But we
have now hotels presided over by goosd
indiords, cud boarding houses presid-
e over by excellent host or hostess in
all neiguborhoods, villages and cities,
and it is our congratulation that those
of our land surpass sll other lands
They rightly become the permanent
residence of many people, such as those
who are without families, such as those
whose business keeps them migratory,
such as those who ought not for va-
rious reapons of health or peeullarity
of circumstances to take upon them-
sclves the cares of housckeeping.

Mnuy a man faling #ick in one of
these boarding houses or hotels has
oeen kindly watched and nursed; and
by the memory of her own sufferings
and losses the lady at the head of such
a house bas doue all that a mother could
do for a sick child, and the slumberless
eve of God sees and appreciates her
lzll.'riﬁ- e¢s in behalf of the stranger,
Among the most marvelous cases of pa-
tience and Christian fidelity are many
of those w ho keep boarding houses, rn-
during without resentment the unre-
sonable demands of their guests for ex-
pensive food and attentions for which
they are not willing to pay an equiva-
lent—a lot of eranky men and women
who are not worthy to tie the shoe of
their queenly caterer. The outrageous
wiy in which boarders sometimes aet
to their landlords and landladies shows
that these critioal guests had Lad coarly
rearing aml that in the making up of
their natures all that constitutes the
gentleman and lady was left out
of the most princely men and some of
the most elegant women that | know
of to-duy keep hotels and boarding
houses.

But one of the great evils of this day
Is found fn the fact that o large populs-
tlon of our towns and eities are giving
up and have given up their homes and
taken apartments, that they may have
more freedom from domestic duties und
more time for social life, and because
they like the whirl of publivity better
than the gquiet snd privacy of a resi
dence they can call their own, The law-
ful use of thexe hotels and boarding
houses is for most people while they are
in transitu, but as a terminus they are
in many cases demoralization, utter and
complete. That is the point at whick
families lnnumerable have begun to dis-
integrate. There never has been n
time when so many families, healthy
and abundantly able to support and di-
rect homes of their own, have struck
tent and taken permanent abode in
these public establishments. It is an
evil wide as Christtendom, und by voice
and through the newspaper press | ut-
ter warning and burning protest and
ask Almighty God to bless the word,
whether in the hearing or reading.

In these public earavapsaries the de-
mon of gossip is apt to get Tull sway.
All the boarders run duily the guntiet
of general inspection—how they look
when they come down in the morning
and when they getinat night.and what
they do for a living, and who they re-
ewive as guests in their rooms, sud what
they wear and what they do not wear,
and how they eat, and what they eat,
and how much they eat, and how little
they eat. 1f a man proposes in sueh o

to be isolated and reticent wnd
alone, they will begin to guess about
him: Who is he? Where did he come
from? How long is he going to stay?
Has he pald his board? How much does

hal ] T

he pay? Perbaps be has ccmmitted

aman crime and does ol want to be
known., There must Le wsomething
wrong about him, or he wonld speak,
The whole house goes into the detect-
Ive business. They must find out about
him. They must find out about him
right awaw. If he leaves hin door un-
Ineked by aecchlent he will lind that his
rooms here been inspected, his trunk
explored, his letters folded differently
from the say they were folded when he
put them nwny., Who ishe? is the ques.
tion asked with intenser interest until
the subject han become a monomania,
The simple fact s that be is nobody in
particular, but minds his own Lusiness.

The best landlords and landladies
eannot sometimes hinder their places
from becoming s pandemonium of
whisperers, and reputations are torn to
tatters, and evil susplelons are aroused,
and seapdals started, aml the parlia
ment of the family is blown to atoms by
some Guy Fawkes who was not caught
in time, as was his English predeceasor
of gunpowdery reputation. The rea-
son is that while in private homes fam-
illes have so much to keep them buay,
in these promiscuous amd multitudi
nous residences there are so many who
have nothing to do, and that always
makes mischief, They gather in each
other's rooms and spend hours in con-
sultation about others. If they had to
walk a half mile before they got to the
willing eur of some listener 1o detrne
tion they would be out of breath before
reachiug there and not feel in full glow
of animosity or slander, or might, be-
cause of the distance, not goatall, Dut
rooms 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 are on the
same corridor, and when one carrion
crow goes “Caw! Caw!™ all the other
crows hear It and flock together over
the same carcass. “Oh, | have heard
something rich! Sit down and let me
tell you all about It." And the first gul-
fuw invreases the gathering, and it has
to be tald all over aguin, and as they
separate cach earries a spark from the
altar of Gab to some other elrele until,
from the coal heaver In the cellar to the
maid in the top #oom of the garret, all
are aware of the defamation, and that
evening all who leave the houss will
bear it to other houses nntil antumnal
fires swoeeping acroas Hlinois praines
are less raging and swift than that
flame of consuming reputation blazing
acrcss the village or city,

Those of us who wers brought up in
the couniry know that the old-fash-
foned hatehing of eggs In the hay mow
required four or five weeks of brooding,
but there are new modes of hatehing
by mavhinery, which takes less time
and do the work by wholesale, 8o,
while the private hotwe may brood inlo
life an occasionpal falsity, and take &
long time todo Iy, many of the boarding
bouses  and fawily afford »
swifter and more multitudinous sty le
of moral incubation, and one old gossip
will get off the nest after obe hour's
brooding, clucking a floek of Ju lies
after her, each oone pleking up ats litile
worm of juiey regalement. 1t is no ad-
vantage to hewr too much sbout your
neighbors, for your tme will be so
much oecupied in taking care of their
faults that sou will have vo time (o
look after your own. Anpd while you
are pulling the chickweed out of their
garden, yours will get
with horse sorrel and mullen stalks

One of the worst damages that come
from the herding of so many people
into boarding houses and family hotels
is inflicted upon children. It is only
another way of bringing them up on
the commons. While you have your
own private house you can, for the
most part, contral their companionship
and thelr whereabouts, but by 12 years
of age in these public resorts they will
have picked up all the bad things that
can be furnished by the prurient minds
of dozens of people. They will overhear
blasphemies and see quarrels and get
precocious in aln, and what the bar
tender does not tell them the porter
or hostler or bell boy will,

Resides that, the ehildren will go out
into this world without the restraining,
nnchoring, steadyving and all controll-
From that none

butels

wll overgrown

Ing memory of a home,
of us who have been blessed of such
memory have escaped It grips o man
for 80 vears, if he lives ao long, I pulls
him bark from inte which he
otherwise would sater. It smitea him
with contrition in the very midst of
his dissiputions. As the fish already
surrounded by the long wide net swim
out to sen, Wiinking they can go as fer
as they please, and with gny toss of
silvery scale they defy the sportsman
on the beach, and after awhile the fish.
ermen begin to draw In the net hand
over hand and hand over hand, and it
in n tong while before the captured fins
begin to feel the net, and then they
dart this woy and that, hoping 1o get
out, Lt find themselves approaching
the shore and are brought up 1o the
very feet of the captors, so the mem-
ory of an early home sometimes seems
to relax and let men out farther and
farther from God snd farther and far-
ther fram shore—1live years, ten years,
20 years, 30 years--but some day they
find an irresistible mesh drawing them
boek, and they are compelled to re-
treat from their prodigality and wan-
dering, and, though they make dews-
perate effort to escape the lmpression
and try to dive deeper down in sin, after
awhile are brought elear back and held
upon the Rock of Ages.

If it bLe possible, ob, father and
mother! let your sons and daughters
go out Into the world under the sem-
wmnipotent memory of o good, pure
home, About your two or three rooms
in & boarding house or & family hotel
you can cast no such glorious sapetity,
They will think of these public car-
asansaries an an early stopping place,
malodorops with old vietuals, coffees
perpetunliy steaming and meats  in
everlnsting stew or Lroil, the air sur-
charzed with earbonle acid and cor-
ridors along which drunken boarders
come stuggering at one o'clock in the
morning, rapping at the door till the

doors

affrighted wife lets them in, Do not
be guilty of the sacrilege or blasphem; l
of calling such a plaze o home,

A home is four walls inclosing oue
family with identity of interest and »
privacy from outside inspection so com-
plete that it is a world v, itself, no one
entering except by permission—baolted
and barred and chained against all out-
side inquisitiveness. The phrase so
often used in law books and legal circles
Is mightily suggestive—every manas
house is his castle. As much as though
it had drawbridge, porteullis, redoubt,
bastion nnd armed turret, Even the of-
ficer of the law may pot enter Lo serva
a writ except the door be voluntarily
opened unto him. Burglury or the inva-
sion of it is & erime so offensive that the
lnw clashes its fron Juws on anyone who
attempia it Unless it be necessary to
stay for longer or shorter time in fam-
ity hotel or bonrding house-—and there
are thousands of Instances in whien it
Is necessary, as | showed you at
the beginning —unless this exceptional
enue, let neither wife nor husband con-
sent to such permanent residence,

The probability Is that the wife will
have to divide her husband’s time with
publicsmoking or reading -room or with
sowe cogquettish spider in search of un-
waury flies, and if you do not entirely
lose your busband it will be because be
is divinely protected from the disasters
that whelmed thousands of husbands
with as good intentions as yours,
Neither should the husband without
imperative reason consent to such »
life unless he s sure his wife can with-
stand the temptation of social disslpa-
tion which sweeps across such places
with the forve of the Atlantie ocean
when driven by a Beplember equinox.
Many wives give up their homes for
these public residences so that they
may give their entire time to operas
theaters, balls, receptions and levees,
and they are in a perpetual whirl, like
a whiptop spinning round and round
and round very prettily, until it josce
Its equipoise and shoots off into 8 tan
gent, Buot the difference is, in one case
It s o top and in the other a soul.

Besides this there s an assiduous ae
camulation of little things around the
private home, which in the aggregate
muke a great attraction, while the den-
lzen of voe of these publie residences
is apt to say: “What ls the use? |
have no place to keep them if [ should
take them.” Mementos, bhric-a-brac, cu-
riosities, gquaint chair or cozy lounge,
upholsteries, pietures and o thousand
things that acerete in & home are dis
carded or neglected because there s po
homestead in which te arrange them,
Atid yot they are the case in which the
pearl of domestie happiness lnact, Yon
can never become as attached to the
appointimentsa of a hn.r'llng house or
family hotel as to those things that you
can call your own aml are associated
with the different mwembers of your
household or with soenes of thrilling
lmport  in  your history.
Hlensed I that hothe in which for »
whole lifetime they have heen gather
Ing until every figure in the carpet and
every panel of the door and every vane.
ment of the wgllow has a chirography
of ita own, speaking out something
about father of mother or son or dauvgh-
ter or [riend that was with us awhile,
What a sacred place it becomes when

“In that room such a ane
in that bed such & one dled ;
in that chair | sat on thenight 1 heard
stch a one had received a great publie
honor; by that stool my ehild koelt for
her last evening prayer; here | ant to
greet my son as he came back from ses
that was father's cane: that
was mother's rocking chair.,™ What »
Joyful and pathetic congress of remi-
niscrnces!

domestic

One cun oy

was bwrn,

vy Agv,

The public residence of hotel and
boarding house abolishes the grace of
hospitality. Your guest does not want
to come to such a tabile. No one wants
ta run sueh n gantlet of acute and mer-
clless hypereriticinm. Unless you have
& home of your own you will not be able
to exercise the best rewarded of all the
gpraves, For exervise of this grace what
blessing came to the Shunammite in the
restoration of her son (o life because
she entertained Elisha, nud to the wid-
ow of Zarephath in the perperusl ol)
well of the miracalous cruse becnune
she fed o hungry prophet, and to Ra-
Lol in the preservation of her life at the
demaolition of Jericho because of his
enfertninment of Jacob and te Lot In
his rescue from the destroyed city be
cnuse of his entertaloment of the an
pels, amd to Mary and Martha and
Znccheus in apiritunl blessing bheoause
they entertained Christ, and to Publive
in the island of Melita In the healing of
his father becnuse of the entertain-
ment of Paul, deenched from the ship-
wreck, and of Inpumernble houses
throughout Christendom upon which
have come blessings from generation
o generation  because their doors
swing ecasily open in the enlarging, en-
nobling, Irradiating and divine grace
of hospitality, 1 do not know what
vour experiencs has been, but 1 have
hid men and women visiting at my
house who left a benediction on every
room-—in the blessing they asked atthe
tauble, in the prayer they offered at the
family mltar, in the good advics they
gave the children, in the gospelization
that looked out from every lHpeament
of their countenances, and their depar-
ture waun the sword of bereavement.
The queen of Norway, Sweden and Den-
mark had a royal cup of ten curves, or
lips, each one having on it the nume
af the distinguished person who had
drunk from it. And that eup which we
offer to others in Chrlstion hospitality,
though it be of the plainest earthen-
ware, in a royal cup, und God can read
on oll sides the names of those whe
have taken from it refreshment, but
all this is impossible unless you have
o home of your own,

It is the delusion as 1o what Is neces-
sary for u home that hinders so many
from establishing one, Thirty rooms
wre not necessary, nor 20, nor 15, nor
ten, nor five, nor three. In the right
way plant o table, and couch, and kaife,
and fork, and a cep, and a chair, and
you can raise o young paradise. Just
start a howe oo bowever small a scale,
and it wil. grow,




