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ber thus speaks of him :

formation on all subjects coming be-
fore the body, native abllity, readi-
ness as & debater, true honor and
stiinless character, Jefferson Davis
stood in the very first rank, and did
as much to influence legislation and
leave his mark on the Ssnate and
country as any other who served in
his day."”

The chief docirine upon which Mr.
Davis based his political career was
the principle of the State sovereignty,
to which he strictly adbered all of
his life. It has been repeatedly
charged that he caused the Civil
War and that he hastened the seces.
sion of the Southern States. Nothing
could be 89 false ! Mr, Davis was 50
ireluctant to leave the Union, and
pleaded so long for some means by
which the South would not be forced
to do so, that some of his impatient
friends almost accdsed him of dis-
loyaity 1o his cause. The seces
sion of the South under the existing
circumstances was inevitable. This
is shown by a speech by Daniel
Webster at Capon Springs, Va., in
1851, Certainly this was some
time befors the war, but in consider-
ation of the fact that the north did
not change her attitude toward fugi-
tive slaves, the circumstances in this
respect were the same, or worse, al
the beginning of the war than at the
above mentioned date. Mr. Web-
sler says: *‘| have wnot hesitated
to say, and 1 repeat, that if the
Northern States refuse, willlully and
deliberately, to carry into effect that
part of the Constitution which res-
pects the restoration of fugitive
slaves, and Congress provides no
remedy, the South would no longer
be bound 1o observe the compact.
A bargaio can not be broken ot one
side and still bind the other side. [

“It in but
simple justice 1o say that in ripe
schoolarship, wide and accurate in-

gon up the Hill of Success,
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say to you, gentlemen of Virginia,
as | said on the shores of Lake Erie
and o the city ol Boston, so, | may
say again, that you of the South
have as mach right to receive fugi:
ttve slaves as the North has o a
of its rights and privileges of navi-
gation and commerce.” Agaio I
repeat that Jefferson Davis did not
wish the South to leave the (Inion.
The following words from his own
lips bear testimony to this: **The
Unioo s dear to me as a Union of
fraterpal States, It would lose its
value if I had to regard it as a Un-
ion held together by physical force.
I would be happy to know that every
State now felt that fraternity which
made this, Union possible; and if
that evidence could go out, if evi-
dence satis{actory to the people of
the Soulh could be giventhat feeling
existed in the hearts of the Northemn
people, you might burn your statute
books and we would cling to the Un-
fon still,

We cannot give justice to as great
aman in such limited time and
space, 50 shall end this feeble at-
tempt by saying that no man could
have been more hooest than Jeffer-
son Davis; no man could bave had
a more tender and sympathetic na-
ture ; no man could have stood forth
more boldly for that which he
thought was right, and no man
could have loved his couniry with
more palriotic devotion.,

When the peopls of future genera-
tions look back through the annals
of history they will see the name of
Jefferson Davis among the first of
the great men of our country. For
up o his death, which occurred
December 6, 1889, he was working
in the interests of his State andcoun-
try and nobly striving to fulfill qun
earth that part for which God had
appointed him.

A free-for-all fight occurred last
Saturday on Big Slough. A crowd ol
negroes were celebrating Decora-
tion Day, fishing, when the fight
started. They were fined $11.50
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Stealing Horses.

Saturday afternoon City Marshal
Tom Noah arrested & man who gave
his name as Pink Brown, 19 years
old, avd his home as Southern Ken.
tucky. He is charged with trading
a stolen horse to a man by the name
of Davis at Mason HII{. in this
county. He arrived in the city
about 5 o'clock and hitched the
horse and was buying a suil of
clothes when taken into custody.
He Is charged with similar offenses
in several West Tennessee counties
and Southern Kentucky, Brown stole
a horse and morigaged the horse to
get & buggy, and then traded the
horse to Davis and got $20 to boot.
It is thought he was preparing to
leave the State. He is in fail,
Brown was also found to be guilty of
stealing a horse from J. E. Sammons
near Jordan a few weeks ago,—Un-
fon City Commeraial,

Eclipse June 17,

If your slumbers are disturbed by
the carly sunlight you get a few
hours extra sleep on June 17. Ae-
cording to the Almanac we are to
hawe a total eclipse of the sun on
that date and it will be so dark that
the chickens will go to roost. The
eclipse will begin at 6 o'clock a. m.
It will not be necessaryto get up
early to see the eclipse, for the
moon will keep right along with the
sun vearly all day. This will also
be the day for the new moof, or the
time that we see only a little bright
ring, or rather a half ring. Just
how the moon can hide so much of
the sun ata time so little of the
moo itselfl is visible to us will be a
question for the school boys to dis-
Cuss. F

Ermest Hogan, well known negro
ragtime song writer, died in New
York last week, He was a native
of Bowling Green, Ky., and was 50
rsold. It is said be cleared
000 from the song ""All Coons
Look Alike to Me,"" of which he was

and costs by Judge Naylor Tuesday.

u and us by

the composer.

The Railroad Situation

Flguresa Relnting to the T.ast Murvey:

The *“Father of Waters'" is slow-
ly but surely underminining the
roadbed of the N. C. & St. L. rail-
road along the north side of this city,
and it cannot be many weeks at
most before the company will be
compelled to adandon this track ;
thus cutting themselves off from the
depot and Old Hickman, Antici-
pating the worst, the railroad com-
pany has caused a survey to be made
around the south part of town,
which is the only way they can reach
their West Hickman tracks and the
depot, and an effort s being made
to secure a right-of-way.

Whether this will be doae or not
remains to be seen,

An option has been secured on the
property covered by the survey at
figures as shown above. This option
expires this month, and owing to the
extreme high prices asked for some
of this properly, it is more than
likely the proposition to go around
will fail. If it does, (he result will
be that the trains will again be stop-
ped in East Hickman, on the old de-
pot site.

The result of such a move by the
railroad as affecting the town's in-
terests is at once apparent,

There's nothing in (he argument
to the effect thatthe road can be
compelled to go to West Hickman
Their charter, we understand, calls
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for the ‘‘corporate limits of Hick-
man' only, and they will comply
with these conditions when they
stop in East Hickman. So this *'big
stick”" is merely a straw

So far as the business of our fac-
tories is concerned, it might not be
sufficient inducemenf to cause them
to make an investment of $25,000 to
take care of it. This particular
class of (reight is handled on a very
narrow margin, owing o river
competition. The passenger and
local freight business undoubtedly
pays the best dividend—and this
they will continue to hold regardless
of where they may locate the depot.
What they lose on this will be coun-
terbalanced by the saving of inter.
est on the investment of $25,000 and
the permanent cost of maintenance,
mileage, etc. When figuring on
these propositions, the railroad
company always puls the tail in with
the hide.

Should the depot be located in
East Hickman, as intimated by the
management in a personal letter to
a non-interested person of this city
because of excessive demands of the
property owners, it will cripple our
business interests to a large extent.
It doesn’t necessarilly mean that oyr
factories would pull out—though
this is an_ unknown quantity—be-
cause the Mengel Box Co. has a
direct river route for their
ments. But inshort, the town will feel
the effects of it in more ways than
one. It would not only be a waste of
space, but superfluous to enten a
discussion of this point, Any think-
ing man will foresee .the manifold
disadvantages resulting from it.

Gen. H. A. Tyler, who is a rep-
resentative citizen, always looking
after the town's interests, and at the
same lime a man experienced in eor-
poration management, has been ask-
ed by the railroad to assist in re-
moviog the “‘straw that breaks the
camel's back' by soliciting some
concession in the price of these op-
tions, The figures above will show
that the price per acre asked for the
grounds in question is approximate-
Therefore it would
seem that the damage sustaioed is
four times greater than the value of
the land. e land could doubtless
be condemned and gotten for about
two-thirds less, but the road is dis-
inclined to go into the courts with
the matter,

We want it undestood that we are
for our home folks—first, last and
all the time—but we believe the
city's interests are at stake and that
the matter should have the serious
consideration of its citizens if we
likely to lose the road fromthe busi-
ness and factory districts. In this
case the old adage might be ap-
propriately applied “* A stitch in time
will save pins."’

Special Notice.

Pastor M. L, Blaney will give his
popular lecture, The *Divine Father-
hood,"" (which is the closing lecture
of the course advertised some time
ago, but on account of the rain was
not given) at the Christian church,
next Sunday evening at 7:30. Free
to all. Miss Ellen Young, of Hen-
derson, Ky., will lead the singing
and favor the audience with cne of
her choir solos.

A number of our citizens are show-
ing very little pride in the keeping
of their premises. They weeds are
about to *“take them."” The cily
dads ought to inject a little civic
pride into the hides of some res-
dents.

WANTED—at once; to employ
some one with a good, small saw
mill to cul the timber on 200 acres
of land this season.—Sam Salmon,
Hickman, Ky. lp

The Courier and the weekly Com-

mercial-Appeal one year for $1,25,




