HE wvisitor to Washington
who looks down from the
gallery upon the sleepy,
green-catpoled sonale In
sure to be Impesed and
puzzied, ¥ not actually
thrilled. By the presence
of & blind man ia that

P droning eftadel of feded

e sllam; & menator without

power to see, the youngest member of
the “Ameorican house of lords,” repre

senting the youngest state In the
Union
It the story of Senator OGore of

Oklahdmi coeld gerve no other pur
pose thap to lllustrate how a Qprave
heart nand persistent amBjtion | can
overcome even the greatest difficul
tles In Nfe it would be worth telling.

Loyalty to a set purpose, maintained
resolutely through 25 years of bitter
strugsle, raieed this poor blind Ameri
can boy t¢ a seat in the wmost distin-
guithed law-making body In the world,
aithour® he pomMimes lived on the
vergs of  stafeation Nothing ecould
shake hiz deformination to ba'n sen
ator. He had no eyes. but he had a
tongue. He had po money, but he had
courage. He was obscure, but he had
8 high ambition, _lio otruld not see the
world about himy but"he had & smile
to win it, & perseverance to compel
its admiration and support.

A few months after Misslssipp! was
readmitied to the Union fo 1870 Thom-
as Pryor Gore was born on an 8facre
farm 30 mlles from the vposrest rafl
way.

Here the boy grew up among the
creeks and pines, a stocky, grayeyed lttle fel-
low, who could outrun any of his companions.
When he was six years old the village of Walthatl
was established In the woods nearby and (he
Gore family went there to lite. Young Tom at-
tended & small school set among the trees out-
side of the village

W 'the nge of Wght Yeark the boy's 1eft ave
was blinded by an accidestal bhilow from a stick.
Throe yecare fiter he was employed as a page In
the Missiksipgl senate and boarded at the house
of Benator 'J. George In Jackson. One day,
while playing with a crussbow, an arrow entered
bis right eye nnd destroyed bis sight.

In spite of his afMiction young Gore managed
to stand at the bead of his class In school and at
the age of 17 years entered n normal sehool
which was opened. Here he gradually beeame
totally. blind, yot he mastered the high school
course.

While Gore was attending the high school his
closest companion was a classmate, Charles H
Pittman.. This ‘youth €sed to read to biin. QOne
day they found an old volume of the Congres
slonal Record. Golng out to the stable, the blind
student would stand for hours while Pittman read
to him the speeches of the lawmakers at- Wash-
ington. 4

During that winter Gore and his sister taught
school for n few months. All the while his moth-
er, a bedridden invalid, read to him history, blog-
raphy and other subjects conneoted with his po
Htical plans, and be would &it by the bed, a
strange smils on his bhiiid countenance, dreaming
and brooding and walting for the day when he
might take part in the great battle of politics like
other meén

lis grest chance came in the spring of 1861

The Populist movement was spreading rapldly
and he jolued ft. In the state campalgn for a
legislature to elect a United States senator he
{todk up (e cause of Barksdele amainst George,
although as a boy he had lived In George's house,

Thé blind orator shrank from no conflict., ke
even dehitéd with Senator Money, whose Longue
all Misalssippl dreaded and who smiled majos
tically when told that his opponent was “a poaf,
blnd schoolboy.”
but for his antagonist's blindness, he would hold
him personally responsible for his words—a
deadly thing to say in Missigsippl. Gore prompt-
Iy replied, “Let hhm then blindfold bhimself and 1
will meet Bim™

In Beptember of that year he went to the law
school at Cumberland uslversity, Tennessee, and
studied law for ten months. He was one of the
lending six students in a class of 42. This expe
rience cost him $331 and he returned to his Mis
sisalppl village with only 20 cents in his pocket,
in & suit of clothes he had worn Tor 14 months
He had almost been eompulled to leave the law
schoo]l months before for the lack of sultable
clothing,

Yet his unquenchuble ambition to reach the
United States senate grew more intense as the
diffeulties of his situation Increased

Gore's father had taken up the practice of
law in Walthall and, on returning from the law
school in 1802 the youth was welcomed as an
assistant in the office, That year, too, he was &
presidentinl slector on the Populist ticket, at-
tacked Grover Cleveland on the stump and carried
bis county

The practice of law was not an inapiring ocen
pation in Walthall. There were actually 45 law-
yeérs in that mosll, poor viliage. The blind advo-
cate tried A few cases,

After a4 twa years' sffort to earn & lving as
a lawyer in the place of his birth Gore decided
to go to Texus,

Having saved 340, he startad in April, 1884,
for Texarkana, arriviog there an absolute stran.
ger with ouly $21 In his pockel. He secured a
bourding house and promplly offered himself to
the Fopullst leaders for setvice in the approach.
ing siate and county elections. His political
speechigs byought in money epough 1o pay bis ex-
petises, but bhe found no chance Lo practice law,
In the winter he went back to Walthiall snd for a
year made another dosperate effort to win auccena
un & lowyer, He was nomipated for congress by
the Populists, but was defepled. Yet his upocches
fo the campelgn sttracted much sttestlon

On the lnst day of the yoar 1595 the wightiess
and unsuccessful lawyer decided to abandon the

Senntor Money declared thak -

struggle in his natlve spot and to go back to
Texas. Befors leaving Walthall he made & vow
that be would never enter the village again ustil
he could return to Yis neighbors a United States
senator

That year In Texas was & bhard one. Gore
threw himeelf Into politics with passionate on-
ergy. He wag a delegate to the Popullst conven-
tion at 8t Louls which nominated Mr. Rryan and
seconded the nomination. In December, 1806, he
and his brother opened a law office. It was &
flerce struggle with the world. His father, moth-
ér and brother lved with him. Sowmetimes they
were without s single dollar

In April, 1599, Gore's fortunes had sunk o
low that he appeaged in the street with frayed
clothing. broken shoes and a visage white with
deprivation, One day It scemed as though be bad
cotne face to face with actual atarvation, when an
old negro woman pald 32 which she owed him
and that saved the situation

When Nir. Bryén was nominated at Kansas
Oy tn 1900 Gore found hls way to the crowd that
surrounded the convenition. He was now a Demo
crat.

It might help Bim on his way to the sanate
if he could make speeches In the neighdborhood
of a national convention,

Hurrying on to S8outh Dakota--he had only §7
1eft when he got there—Gore waent to the state
convention and secdred an engagement to speak
in the state during the prosidesiial cawpaign, In
this way he picked up $1.000. Then he went back
to Texas and married a beautiful girl, it was
love at first sight,” be sald, laughingly

After the presidential eampaign was over
Gore's $1,000, earned in the Bouth Dakota tour,
soon melted away, and little money came In to
take its place. In 1901 things went so badly with
him and his senatorinl prospects seemed so dim,
that when an advertisement of an auvction of lund
lote dn the newly opened Klowa, Comanche and
Apache reservation in Oklahoma appearsd In the
pewspapers he decided to leave Texas and pur
sue his great ambition In the new country,

As a first step the elder Gore, now a white
halred man, went to Oklahoma and became A
notary public in the hope of earning fees from
the land-crazy crowds. In July, 1901, the blind
lawyer and hin brother went to the new land,
driving 45 miles in a wagon to Fort 8ill. Here
Gore lved In a tont with his father and brother
in the midst of an excited crowd. His father sat
inside as a notary, while he, sttired In an alpaea
cont, colored shirt and slovch hat, walked up and
down hefore the tent, waving his band and shout
ing, “Here's where you got your papers out!
Here's the right place to get your land papers'™
In the daylime he entreated the crowd; at night
he slept on (ke ground.

Failing to draw a land clalm, the Gores moved
out four miles to Lawton, an encampment on the
open prairie. Here 15.000 persons were living In
tents where the wild bluestem gross was waist
high., It was a Babylon of gamblers, fakirs, farm-
ers And busiress men, all walling for the open-
ing of the land on August 6. There were grooery
and hardware stores In tents; gambling tables
and shows In tents; churches and saloons In
tenta. Even newspapers were printed in tenta
Poor men, rich men, preachers, thievea were
mixed up in that pleturesque, dramstic hurly-
burly of mules, wagons, women and children. Men
were killed, children were born, robberios were
committed

Three days after the lots were sold and while
Lawton was siill s tented camp, there was ab-
other political muss teeting, this time In the big
tent of Dick Russell, a saloon keeper, CGare was
there and offered a resolution favoring the ad-
mission of Okiahoma and lodian territory to the
Unfon us & single state

A few days later and the men of Lawton or
ganlzed a cltigens’ commitien to get & charter
aud organize a cliy government, Of courze Gore
was there and of courss he was oo the committes
Then n commercial club wus organized by the
tent dwallers and Gore was on the eommitice to
draft by-laws. He missed no opportusity that
might lead to the sobute.

Fresontly he bought & small lot for §106 and
gtarted o bulld & eottage through the help of a
bullding and loan agency. When his wife reached

TLawton In Octobef Cdte was oti!l tn his
teut. Hin wife fell slok and for four months
wasy her only murse, save when thelr
bahv calpe In Jannary. When they moved
frto thelr own eoltage and furniabhed It with
n stove and & few Articles of furniture they
had omnly 81 jeft. They bad to rest out
thiree of their Ave rooma

The baby waa bom In desporately cold
weather In o room heated only by & tUny
cook stove. It lived only 17 days and was
buried on the pralrie

That winter tried the man In him.  Por
months he and his fair, young wife lived on
ecatty portions of bread. Leans and bee!
Mver, with syrup made of sugar dissolved In water
for dessert

All through this time his wife encouraged his
political ambitions

fa Aprll, 1902 Core managed to pgo as & dele
gate to the (erritorial convention (hat was o
choose n delegate to eongress from Oklahoma and
his speech In respotse to the welcoma of the
mayor of Fnid so struck the fancy of the delegaten
that there was & movement (o make him the chaoles
of the convention He declined the honor in favor
of others It was & shrewd move and counter
balanced the fact that he was a newcomer in Okla
homa. The resglt was \hat he was slected Lo the
territorial senate

Tho fght for a seat In the United States senate
was now pressed systematically. Having intro
dueed a child labor bLill In the legislature and de
clared hile i lendehip for organized labor, Oare
#pent the year 1903 In wideaing his acqualntancs,
attending plenica. barbecues and county falrm, lee-
turing for anything from 35 to B30, shaking hands
with the crowds and smiling his way into thelr
hearts

Then came the presidential campalgn of 1904
and Gore got 34 or §6 a day from the Democrats
for speaking n Indlana, Oble and Nlinets. He had
no desire to go back t0 the territorial legislatute,
knowing that his great ambition could be betlter
perved by the publicity of service in the national
campalgn

Gore fought hard for Oklahoma's admissfon to
the Unjlon. No man was more active In the agh
tation. Put he would not go to the national gapital

“1 won't go to Washington il I go with the
right to speak and vote In the senate” he sald

The siatehood bill was passed by congress In
1906 Then the political alr of Oklaboma was
"full of razors”™ as the struggle for the two uew
senatorabiips began with the primary campalgn te
elect & logislature. CGore's opponents were both
rich men, wifo spent thelr money [fresly He
stayed Im Guthrie, barrowing money to pay the
$450 a woek which it cost him to live, Being at
the
and was able to make shrewd combinationa

It was & tragic thing to see a blind man har
assed by poverty Aghting agatinst bhis rich rivalas,
one a banker and the other s lawyer, but, however
he bled Inwardly, Gore gave no sign that he saw
anvthing pathetie In bis sltuation Ma friends
wanied him lo abandos his ambition for & thme
and run for congress

“It Is the senate or nothicg.” he replied

In April, 1807, he began to make speeches all
over the state

He spoka on strest cornsrs, from the tops of
boxes, from cart talls, anywhere, everywhere, night
and day. The leading newspapers Iignored him,
while his rivala wers ahble to buy advertising
space and oie of them hired brass bands, opers
houses and advance agents In March he had
mwortgaged hia house for §1.000, byt the money was
roon gone. To get his namo on the primary ballot,
nnder the rules of the Democratic state convention,
be had to pay $375. Tut on the last day allowed
for the payment ha found himsalt with ouly $8 In
choar desperation he made put his cheok for $373
nud pald it In. A Mr, Yoang saved bim by raluing
the money 10 meel the chock

An the voling drew near the blind candidate’s
cireumstances became mare desperate than ever
Ha was spending about 324 & week for travellug
expanses. To oL out of monay at that stage of
the fight would have been fatal. He made from
two to four speeches & day, although he would
ait up all night in hotely to save paying for a bed,
and ale oaly one meal a day. At times bhe would
go from gne day to anolther on cheese and crackers
carried In his gripsack. So great was the physical
erdeal that he lost 29 pounds welght

Gore won hils fight In the primary election and
was slected to the United States senats by the
legialnture, drawing the short term. The struggle
coat him §1,100, exclusive of the §375 bhe paid to
g*t his pame on (he primary ballot. Oue of his
opponenls Is said to have spont §75,000

It was & grand day for Okluhoma whes bet
blind man got ioto the 'nited States senate

In 1808 he went home and was re-slected. When
he reackod Lawion a cheerlng erowd surrounded
the gartiage and took him and Lis wife to thelr
cottuge. A8 roar after ronr broke ou the air be
turned 6 his wile and whispered, “They domn
seem to kuow that It's only me”

“Hit's & wonder o me" Said the
old family servant, “dat de ol kunnel
don’t go Inio de elreus huatne s, out an’
oul—he son w0 many animiles ‘long
‘bout de Chris'mus tlme, an' dey does
sich funny tricks! Lenstways, dag
what be say. Only yisthddy de preach
or come ter see him, rldin’ of his of
blit’ hows—1 mean de hoss what himn
In ohe sye—an’ won de hunnel spled
him he holler aul: “Git off dem two
elephants, an' tu'm dat tiger alooss
for' he bite de e outen you'! An
shoo dem two monkeys off yo' whoul
der, an’ don't et dat giraffe poke his
long neck In my winder!' Well, auh
de preacher wus el'ar Rerflammugsed,
he wus, sovin’ &2 dar warn't puttin’
"t all dir but hint an' bis ol Lillp' hom;
but w'en he seen de kanuel grab his
ol' war musket an’ boller dat he'd
shoot demy monkeys off his sbhoulder,
fde preacher say Tawd he'p bim!*
an' de time dat ol biln® hoss made git
tin' back ter whar he come fum wus
oo guick ter be sot down In de racin’
rickords! "~ Atlanta Constitution.
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writes Mrs. Wm. Hilliard, of Monntainbur,
dui, on the advice of a friend, and it hell

troubles for five years, but since taking it, | am in g
“l think there is some of the best advice I3
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