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any commands.
commanded the mountains to send to Butte their choicest
streams, their purest waters, their best stocks of aqua pura
merchandise. And the mountains obeyed, with the help of a
few engineers and workmen.
company, in the eyes of Butte people, has Mahomet's stunt
beaten to a dull-colored frazzle.
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NEXCEL

Butte Water Company’s Basin Creek Reservoir and Basin Creek Park (Just Below.)

Mahomet commanded the mountain to come to him. When

the mountain showed a disinclination to move at his word, Ma-
homet showed his wonderful power by commanding the moun-
tain to remain where it was until he went to it.
thought Mahomet was wonderful.

And they

The Butte Water company didn’t go to the {rouble to make
They went to the mountains first, and then

So naturally the Butte Water

It doesn’t appear such a wonderful accomplishment to the

water faucet opener of the Mining City. He simply stands in
front of the water faucet, waves a cup and declares he’s either
from Oregon, Washington or Kansas. Lo and behold, the turn-
ing of the faucet handle brings into his cup a portion of the
Highlands—cool, clean and clear.
think of the miles of water mains, the huge reservoirs, the
monstrous dams, the purring power plants and the small army

of humans who all jump to his service as he turns an inani-
mate faucet.

It's so simple. He doesn't

A number of years ago, when a water company began to

creep from the incubated shell of progress and civilization
in Butte, it was simply a question of drinking the water of
nearby Silver Bow creek or going into the mountains after
water. You've seen Silver Bow creek? Well, the company
backers saw it too, and they started for the mountains. They
began the collection of choice waters of the range much as
a careful botanist obtains floral specimens, analyzing, testing,
classifying each one separately. They dammed the Big Hole
river above Divide and they stopped the waters of Basin creek
behind a huge concrete dam. They installed pipes, engines,
mains and systems and then last, and most important, installed
a motto of cleanliness and care.

The water supply of Butte is in no need of a public health
survey. Few cities of America drink waters from a source
as high as that where Butte’s supply originates. Eight thou-
sand feet above sea level, where snows cling to protected ra-
vines the year round and where cold winds sweep when Butte
is sweltering in the heat, the rivulets creep from the snow
banks and become brooks, and brooks creep downward
through the purifying beds of fern and moss until they become
creeks, and the creeks flow into the huge lakes back of dams
From snow bank to reservoir there is never a possibility ot:
contamination, the streams flowing between protected and
pine clad banks and past no human habitation.

And of this sort of water there is plent Y. There are the two
Basin creek reservoirs with a capacity of 345,000,000 and 60,-
000,600 gailons respectively, the South Fork reservoir with ;z
capacity of 13,500,000 gallons, the West Side reservoir with a
capacity of 14,000,000 gallons, the Moulton reservoir with q

capacity of 260,000,000 gallons and « High Service r
back of Walkerville with a capacity of 3.000,000 gallons,
ed into a total it sounds like a congressional war appropn
and it represents the stock in trade of the Butte Welery

pany.

The original water company of the city, named th §
Bow Water company, was organized and owned by¥
Clark, H. L. Frank and others. It was sold in 1891 ot
City Water company and again the same year s
changed to the Butte Water company. In this year¥
system was rebuilt and the Basin creek supply was do
Early the next year the Big Hole extension was addedh
company's holdings and the Moulton supply was pirds
from the Moulton Mining company. The Moulton sl
developed in 1907. The property is now under the
ment of Eugene Carroll, vice president. Mr. Carroll was
engineer who planned and devised the system in Butte,
his work has been the source of praise from some of it
prominent engineers of America.

The company’s motto of cleanliness lias made the r' .
sites pleasure places for Butte people. Al the reservos
company has done some wonderful landscape gardening ‘
the walks and roads near these places are models;
country. The lawns are set with beds of flowers a0 9
trees. The power plants and other buildings arc.hrl(
stantial and clean. In the power plants and pumping S5
the company has avoided refuse and dirt \\.Ilh n.w T": '
of a Quaker avoiding sin. “Cleanliness,” it is said. I fdfin ‘
code word of the company. All waters are ihjfﬂ‘l;“
reservoirs and recently the company began 10 insta
strous sterilizing plant at the Big Hole station.

Some of the wonderful record of the Butte Ir¢ k"“]'::n
is owed to the efficiency of the water system. 'r\(?l.;n i
the fire department in a test carried h;m"mnwu;(:;ner'
parts of the city, threw three two-inch streams 0 el
height of more than seven stories. This \\ulfm m:l“ at ¢
sible to effectively fight fire in three parts ol xﬁet yen 4
time, using three heavy streams in eac h p":"" ,arolnfo thed
to carry to Butte's higher buildings. This is equ arratf
pacity of ten steam fire engines. The water sysiem Izou o
so that the power of the higher reservoirs may be ble st
any time with that of the lower ones, insuringa d‘l)[‘ stream
During the Symons store fire in 1905 there were or the Wi¥
water working at the same time, and since thal y&d fifs ol
company has increased the capacity of efficiency oHib

sort [iherdl

The policy of the Butte Water company 23 hu:::ﬂ.w ‘
all times. When the United States and Germany, \'“-ni 1o ¥
at war and the United States began urging ifs “‘,";.‘nc'c offety
vate “back-yard gardens,” the water company 4 o
free water for use on the gardens. Manazer kj‘;%mmplo J
has at all times offered the use of the coml“‘“’.;‘m,'i ras 0%
to the government for any kind of use, and himsel

T w (¢
leader in patriotic movements of Butte and Silver BO




